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KAI KHUSRAU 

HE REIGMED SIXTY YEARS 


aruomekt 


K*i Khnjmiti jiacccodp to tlw tliroM during tho lifotim* of 1 m 
EM indfmtbw. ShAh Kni iCium utid «WMra to bim ta ovongn tlw 
dufith of SijiwMh, Thin bo i«ibiB™i ttftnr loog .od n««i- 
todo. of fortuno i -ml tb-ii, tlmt, liko J-ioiWd, ho too x^y 

M\ -!»->■ f™ hoUnma % wMoi. of bin (r«*t «••*«»*jmd 

from T4r, pmjn thnt b® mnjr b- t«kcn from thn irorid, 
itn temptation*, md iU -HI- HU pn*r6« «« gr-ntod, -od. 
fa-vioa -ppomtml hi. bo in anghi tip -Iwo to hoitTcn. 

In tlw «rtir« oI tb® ttilgw tbo pool tolU tiro npinodlo ntOHM, 
thnt of tbo div Alrwin, nud tlmt of BUbtut -nd Mnolzli*. 


Ntn'E 

Kni Eliunmu »tbo !«t of the Shiibn in whoso mima* m =m 
I tnco - oomwnion wHb Indutti mythology. In tho Vodon ho 
»PP«T- -* Sunbidrt^ In tho a-nd*«at* bo in k-j, 
and U mentionod oftoiu Liko hU gntndf.lbnt K-i Kiun bo 
migimitod in tbo -noUnt q-turo-troriblp ol tbo A^ii ««, -nd 
n tm» of hii dlwno orij^in ntiU cUng* in the 

an in ibcim by liU oiompfi™ from ri=-tb. The n^iy of bin birth 
and youth will b- found in tlw toiRii of K-i K-iin. tUrtn I'V. 

"^'xhVrniEn of Rni Kbnnrto U tho longont in the fthihii-nu nod 
formn mom ih-n • bltlr wbol® p««>- " 

lonjt -n "P-mdUo l^nt” «nd '' Pnr-dine Rngnwod" Combined. It 
in added into newn Pbrto, of whieb Pnrt* IV. nnd V. -» opiaodm. 


1 &w VdL ri. 
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a THE SHAHSAMA of FIRDAUSi 

lilt othen isnrry on luid brinii* to n wnelutiinn thd fitory of thd 
old dpid cyclt of fidnt tho diaathfl of ink}, KAUcUir;, If^hriru, and 
fjipTiTLtb a™ a^onj^od, and tlie rcyal houBo of IMrdii bocomc* 
diitinet. Efirly in tho reign a duw motivo of iinportimcd 
U introdocfnlj that of ttio ilnughtnr of tlio deteondanM pf Oudan, 
wiio in Part Vf. hu hifi roviai^t] on Pfrann JiLSt Ji» In I^art VLL 
Kai KiiUflrtiu arangoH himiiolf on Afn&jdjfib. Bj tlio oncl of thfl 
roign a oloan BW 4 iop biH ^loen modo on the Tibr^nifliii side, whik 
on tlio Iii&nian a great cl sarance baa been ofTectiMi- ^ilany beraip 
namOfl drop out of ni^ht, Kj\i Khnsnii and Mi liftlf-bmther Fnnid 
Idbfb no and In tbo noit reign the euriaiu tiset on n 

OOmpSeto ebange of eeenO and! mOtiTOr Oldy ZdJ and hlj do- 
Bconiian te^gTHit mhca of the heroie put—AtiU oontiDna to piny 
thnii' part amDCLg ** nurw fiu?c^ other 

Ttie atory It ono of jdmoat unceoting Wiaiftre]i for even the 
opiiodeB end with t^tlki ogaintt Afc^jih. Omitting tbeae^ 
four onjnjpoigini are fooi^htp the £iirt in Fart h, tho second in 
Pftrtji and I11.+ tho third tn Part V'L, and the fourth in 
Fart Vll. The auecoMive omnpaigna hocomo mnro nnd moro 
elafaorate in the method of their preaentation, and aet forth 
the gradmil pmgrean pf tho tniolan anna from total defeat to 
ahaalute triimtpli# 

In the iMiiirfie el the reigti w* iind a nioea of aubject^inatter 
of oomparativnly late growth. It ii only in Part VU^ that the 
older legendary jrtmta emp up^ and we ugain find onrtelveB in 
touch with the SkndairaBta^ while It h not till the eondiidlng 
aoones of all that we eoine ui^on the aneieut legend which may 
be regardod lu the l>vd-rock of the whola Anothor reraioti of it 
ODdUTf near tho end of the great Indian opiCr tb& MaEidfahiuata^* 
This will he given In tlto Introductory Note to Part VIL In 
Vol, IV, of this tmiinlationi where it may be eompared mtwt 
conveniently witb ita Ininian cquiiiileiit. 

It waa itat^ m the [ntroiluetiati^ that the ShilhniLma WU 
dlviaihlD into two periodi—A inythk and a hUtorie—aad the 
diatbictloti waa baaed not so much un the natura of the Btihjcdt^ 
matter aa on the namea of the eiiief char4icterHi which at a certain 
point ceoM to be mythk and Ifeecamu biatone^ Aa regarda the 
namei of the ShahSp wlilch were- there referred to^ thk la correct. 
We are etiU for. from the point In the poem at which tuch lULmH 
bc^n to appfiar in their proper hiatorie «mneaion of time and 

1 In ihe J^davasEa^ bowm er^ iCai iChuama la repreaented aa luTing 
a Hn named Akhrara, whcfC legend ft la«t, I>ZA, fl. nj. 

■ VoL S,. Mahipnuthdnlfai Parva. 

* VcL L -p. 4$. 


NOTE 


9 


place. it doei not follow thut oU tU nftinos oOTmiiB l^f^TP 
tiMpeint ia o» injthiMl. 

ona tionKinwl nomo* e«i Temnd tlifown bpclt upon «icl incorpoi^ 
with a mythical pant with which ttioy ha« no connexion wim^ 
ever. The dyttnatic title of c»«ar, for iiirtwirti, ■>«!«« the 
raiini of )iIinuchihT,> while the perseniliid tuwno—Kunili—oi n 
twnily f»iiM>«» in AahkfSnlB. {Porthian) end SSdafinmn tiinw .» very 
prominent in the Piclidildimi dniwty The inoct elnknig m- 
BtAheUi of purHollil namClk ami XioniiUlliUtiui Hauig ^ 

back ofittir in tUn Kaiiiiiiiin dym^tj mul m tlm tcsgiii of Kai 
and Km Khiwrau, thiao will now proc^d to coo- 

“* About A.D, JP the Furthian king Artahwona HI- .lied. He 
left nt lout two aolii liriJiK at hi* death—’V anUnW, who 
tNseded him. and Artalmuu*. Shortly afteiwnrd, and ilunng Lbo 
abeeueo ef Tenlanw fruni the culiltal. « C«rl«in GilUraW aaauined. 
the .up»i«o power endcouaed Artalamu. w.th h« wife ,md .00 
te btj munlered. The wlotionahlp of Gotanso* toIAfta^ua HI. 
]»a l«en a matter of cooHdemble diirereiice of opinion, but «etoii 
fairly «ttled now 1^ t’« centemporwy evidence, (b. 

tha rt>tk of Bihlatiin,Mnie three hundred feet below the liiiM^p- 
tion of the great l>aHea, <lot.r«. 

Bi liimMif. URiortiiiwitflly it i* almost but wb&M 

the lata Sir Honiy Rftwlinaotl ciamined it |*3^™‘' 
in addition to tlie name IJotnHSca, which a itill lephlej tlw wolrf 
.\Uthmteii, and Gutaraw' deaffiption of hi™tf aa ^tmp 

Satmp..- In one comer of the tahkt Ahe wej. 
Geopothroa" <r-rupf,r 

BuwUnmn'a neenunt waa rwl hefem tlm Royal Geogntphial 

®rii”£rr.:.SfL o. r,z\z 

D0W ween* gutnarally wimitted, tha butomil onglna 

of the Shahnama. In tl« a»»nd clemen^t we have ^ 

word -puthws" wWchmniHia “aen," The whole word therefeie 
meana ^ ef Gtv." Thi. hiatorM OIv “ 
prince of Hyrcenb and tVic father-m-Uw of ArtaWa III.^ He 
SJaa alao.if L m*ept the evidence of the in«nption. the father 

"‘'ST^nd p5«e ef cootemponwy evidea» ii > very ^ ^ 
of Gotami. in the corrupted legend on which h* « 
a. “ tin, Hikt of hifJJ*, li-® “* 

I Id u. 162. * JP. P- »?- ' 

* Jenmal. VoL i*. ja 1U. awi CIO. VtA JU. H*. tU 74 - 

■ UlP, a. yn- 


lo TUB SHAHNAMA of FIRDAVSt 

xfiCuXdyftcpnf or "Apn^ci^tirn’w)-'' It tt|jpeiiriv tllOToforD 

thot GotantoJE waa clcMaly coniiocted with the P&rtLijiii 

fuiiily Imth by inArriftgiB And «dA|>tEOEi, bEEt iw ant n^lly mm 
o( thii «5r4i nf ArtftbllUiia Ill, im vns formiirly lUppoud. 

VjtnlAiKMi, on iietniiku^ osuxpatw ot tbti kinp^dom^ 

liilrticMl hibCik And nxpNglled kim. CicitAXfluri lEitd htrii 

hcirodjtKry piindpaiity tjt U^'ncakhiA, whori^ mill i\m njsfluitarbaij 
of ttws DaIidu^p who dwolt botwAStt tho Caxpiiui anii the AnJ^ hn 
prepared t>o XdIm^iT tbo TIkO oppoEiin^ forces mot oik 

tho UikotnAiii pining but IkcntiijtkOfl Avortod. Gotarxoa hiwi 
dLswfarod a p!otj on th« part of tko Portliiiia nobk* on bqtli 
iidoA, to kill him nkiil VAhknui^ And sot np h now kkiig in thoir 
pliu^. Ho faforniod VarfLiiioji of thijip aitd thu two combknod 
rigunst tho comtndi L oik okkk}% CiotArx4» thou witbiirow to Hyronnui 
Aikd VaLcdiines mtAinod tlio oxowtk. Subiioqkioiktly AUiitliiji- wmr 
liToko out hatwoon thu two and sOvoml battlus Worg fought. 
TkkcitiUp tlko chlof aythority for tfik tmrt oi bUtoiry, tolU u«^ 
Ehotr YmrikiK!« advAikood to flotiirKOA im for im tli# rifor 

Erindoi" at tEkO pnsAugo of which bOVoec tight] ikg took pEoco in 
which VArdanoJi wj«k victoriounp who thon in oovond iuccoaifnl 
engagements oybdqod all tho notions iietweokk that river oiid 
tha l^lndo^ whkclk divided tlko Dahwa and tho Aryans.^ Ho 

rot Eimod in tii umphp but shortly aftorwnrd was Aosnsaiiuitod whll 0 
liuiktuigp A.D. 46. Gpoik this Gotamif IteiAuno kltigp but bis 
lorocity and flolf^mdttlgeitco apoodily rondor^ him ikikpcpyUr, 
iknii a Fakrthiuik dopuCotEoEk Arri^'od in l^ioe in A^£). 49 for the 
purpoflo of obtfiming from tiui Empkator daudina ikorkuiukQn for 
hluhurdatosp who roflided thor«i to aeoompany tlkom bock to 
Persiii, 3 loi]ordAteA wu tho son of n fprinkiir PArthion king;^ 
Vonotkos 1 . As waui to bo oxpBotcd m the dmimstnnoys tho 
chani^tor of GotArxoA wm dopiuLuti in very nnfaYiinrabEe colonrs 
by tbd okkvo^v. Ho had IciUod bM Ins rolationSj wbotbor near 
fpr dkstakitp with thoir wivop and ohildroni ho wns sluggish a.% 
homo, mifortuikato in war, ami sought to eloak his sloth by 


* LCl% p. 15^ Afid Flute 3, 70; GK% ill. 

* AsDn iL to. 

* Generalij iEUstkmiMl to bo tho Cliariiula mentiokierl by AiDiDlaoiu 
MarctUinus {tiiil 6} sjikl bj Ptoloiny fvL ab who dMOfibes it a* 
porting Hodht from flytosnla. 

* The rlTsri Eduds and Btmle have not been idetltktioih btit the 
latter wa^ bo fioion^k^l for tho Oxus. tirbkiit rivet was nanfoauded wiih 
tlLs Indtu (Stikdl In aaoleiit t\mcn (see Voh L p, kud IIuwhI Into 
the Caspian in the days of Tacitus, 10 it inight be regord^r] as 
dividing lbs Dabae akail MlC Atyiknw. 
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wiu twiit Acccniinjflyv but wjiM d«^f«htLNj 
und tok*ii priion&p by Gtitanw*^ whap btuF^Tiep, nicher boliect Mm 
ii:h?usic:U?r for furdcity an tkiH Dccjuiiun. Hia niuttodi th^ U^u oC 
MQharcliit£jft itmd tuoiuly cnt ulT bia ininf —& muciktioii i]mi diM- 
qualiCvd liLm Tor tW P&rihiAis crowiir It vmn to (wnnikiHiiunLtif 
thEii viqt^ty thnt UotorEBA liiul ilui bM-rtrlictf hlmdy to 

^ri'cd dn th^ r 04 :ll u[ Blhistun,, in thti tk0i^h1loutbo«] of wliicb 
thu bittk probabiy Wiu fotl|{kt4 CjotAi-sdi is roprwiktud U 
afinrjriny at tto boocl ol bid trocp^ wbjJo ftbovo hill] A win^vd 
Violory id Bufiiitg thu aniwn upop hu hiMld.' Ho diud bl Arl^ ^] + 
111 tike lidtfl oE thQ kidgA ^f tbe A^iklblniui (Partliiakn) dypiutyt 
cotnpkitfd by orleiitd MatorLtilld:,^ the panip Oiidiirx iw^rm in 
flovonil [iroiLu^xiopB. Vio aIbp kud the imik30 BixItAn ^ivep m 
thiB sop of one Gudarx upd US tbu falLhur of miothur. We also 
Hikd tits nniue Babrim. PirdutlBf^ vlion bo rtioobna Aahkikpisn 
Eiiuei^ mcludof tho above tbrwi nacnef m bii very sowaty bit 
of the kiti|^B of that dyiMSty. He iidlllLtS that 1^(0 kooWs tiothing 
about any of thoDij boln^ wholly unavruLm, as Paturairy bu Wouid 
\)Qj of thiLor identity inlh JOmu of his owp most favourite honHs. 

Ill tho ShiLhndikui GoUf^n IwL-umes Gi'idor^ w1m> i# roprotonted 
as Itoio^C the fathor, POt tho soUt of OlV. VartbuiOs IwcOtiiLxS 
iJdbniHi And Is the ma, not lint uiloptoil brothor* nf GLulani, 
fllRtLau bocoma* the Hrtk of Glv and the j^randson oF Ukidars. 
^iniilarly other namus oF the Parthian iMiind appear in tho JKmSIU. 
Mohordatoi (Mithritdatvap MitbmtOSr ^3thnkd;Lt^ Miiindjit) Appusrs 
NS Mllidp thu father of frur^ln^ who plAyi *uob a prominant part in 
the story of IfIxbftti mid Msniihap (Fart Vj* PhlfuitOfi—a commoii 
Parthian rismo—1»eomEa Furhid^ and tbum am other instimoes,* 
Suioo of the iiameH thus t.masphiikt4.d have llourEshed amaxin|;ly, 
nud GotArxes'’ mputation tkos not su^orod by the chun§^- 

We concludo this iiate with n fow imtancus in which tbo 
cVnliCfl of Parthian hiskrry flummurisw] aboVB may bo traced in 
a diitortod Form ip tlie Slluhtnuiitt. In the war l»twwep GuUrw 
and Voniupus vro aeom to haVn tho ni%in of tbn campaiK^qa of 
Tiis ai^ainst Tdniii In Porta L and 11^ Tho acono of opomEiopB 
if tho aaino io both caw, and the hattlu at tho rivor Eriudo 
seakiiN roprodnood in that of the fiver ^^balidi* The assnssinatioii 
iit king Vardones on th^ hniitlng-beld is reproduced in thu upioode 
in which fliihrdiu* havkiki; loit hla whip on tho battb^hl, insUta 
letuTijmg to look for and after a galtutt dufuliCu, mortally 
wounded hy tho unniny/ It is bv.au«6 iruiiordntdfl, after morch- 


i Ann^ xii- lO- 
« GKS. lU. 74 
• See p> ii7 «7r 
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in^ AniianiiL to Attack GdtmfA^A,^ i? lat off tfUr \ih 

doftat with A alight iiiutiiAtiop tbAl^i ip th^ itory of Bi^liAii ojid 
MikpiAhA, GiurM^f] loo of Mi\M tmd BiidiAii tlio gmnfijion of 
<fiVdArA mi fOTth to^oth&r ou ad oipoditiop to InioiljaT thnt 
Gui^iii troata BisdiAn badly And* if tor iftYiiig btoEij^lii him into 
doodiy poriJj is ligbtly pupifliodj tbon purdonodr and in tbo ond 
fotKivod by Bfidiiui hiuiftolfp" wbilo butly it may bo nolod that 
tho battlo with Afruiyiibi coiiHqiujpt fin tho roloavo of BfzhAO^ 
u itatod to Ilavo takoa plnoo In chq doi^liboorhood of Mount 
Biftdu.i 


' l^ilAip Ann, zLi. 

* ppt fi, j|o. 


* Sm PP- aga *c^.p jifi, jjt 3+5- 





PAUT I 


HOW KM KHUSttAU TO AVENGK SJVAWUSH 
SENT A HOST AGAINST TCrAN ^ 


aegcment 

Hh^ poati &rat wat forth tha vafiou* c|iiiklituu thiit 

kiinj* ought to po*flfi«iypcBoij*tl* to toll how Kjii Khtunu btscouiM 
joint Sbih with Kai Kwiii, who fwm Mm ftn atkih tMit Iio 

will ftv&ngD tbo dofcth of giynwtmM Hu wsoordingly Hi»umh|i]ii tha 
bolt, *ii<l wda it, under tbo oommuid of Tiii, agiiiui AfrtiiiydM 
atrictljr enjoining tho foiruo-r uut to ntlAoh tha bnlf-^ 

brothor of Km Khuiran—ou tlio mainck Tdi out of dudgoon 
with Kj&i Khuffruu diiohajH, Aod Fnnid ip slMoi Tho ItiiuMno 
■uhioqueBt]y ftw iorpriftKi in a n^h t-otUok by Pivikn Pnd do- 
f«ptod. Kju Kbutmu xocaJlt Top and pppiuntif FwEbun l**diir, 
wbu onmigBA a month*! tnijdo with PiTmti, aftur which tho tight ie 
rotiBWodmd tho ininiflop ato ovorthrown at tlm dbutiroua bcttlo 
of Ldiihim They rottopt to Irda, and Piriin ia iplfludlclly run-aidud 
by Afrfipij'ib. Tho poet in thip ppit recordp vwfmii hejob oxploita 
of Giv, bip pan Bisdwr^ and Mi hrothor BuLnlni, who- b ihun^ 


NOTE 

S J ] imd 9 . There aro two Pteludu* in ibb Part. The fir*t mpy 
bo regnrdiHl as introductory to thu whoM reign, wp&niymg P 4 t it 
dore tha Ideal kingly qualitiei that are to bo cxompbtiod In tho 
peifloii of Kai KhiiPim, while tho socond ip mwint to imptais upon 
tho Toadiarthu real motivM that midarity tba oonduat of Tiia with 
refiftonca to bis tttiatrafi tit ol FWtiA Tdi^ m Wn Ilito poan, was 
a dlrepiKantiikl man J Althungh he wop tha direct TopniMntiitivu 
nl tho (Wveient Pifthd^dlan D^Tmaty hb claim to the crown in¬ 
variably haci been ignored Dfespinrengt moraover, of over bocemi- 
ing bimacR ho had jnat heofi pdvocsftting the chUma of 

* VoL it p. 355- 

ij 
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Faribm^ tci ihu In n^kl-Kwitlon ta thoBo of Kai Khuj-tr^Op 

in tho hope of biwciiniiLy jit all oi^nU a kiii^-inaktir nucl tlia poi^ur 
l^hiDtf the throne, +4jf(aiii hu ptnni am fruatmtiKh and vonta 
hi« fpito itn Khijpreu'd luUf-hrotber^ FVTh'id 

§ 6# Thfl llama of tho fllatc of 'I'aKlliLv appoan V^riouilj^ ua 
fimtpirf mid laioinvi. Wo adapt tlio laltur. 

f Ih Rufltam'a aocou-rit of tlio can^ii«u»t of part of ^Lbul'liayfL 
hy tba Torlnxioria wo «oi»m to havo a rembiSoaotiou of tfwi [iorinaiioQt 
oqaupation of that country {<■. loo n,d'.}| from whi£?h It rooui^'od tlie 
iLoJOttof Slstan.* iSimilarfy In ECoi Kaiiio^ Part JZ.^Wla Imd a refarcuoo 
to tho in^Hliona of MoBopotafniO bj" tJia Ar&bsJ 

i TC, Km|j|t M a word imod for torts in ^anEirml, hnt if, oa 
smmA probablu^ tho parikfobr itranj^hold roforrwi to is tliat 
whioli ia now known as Kalnt-j-X^lHp wo bejo ftnd ouraolFoa in 
tho poot-H own noijrhlxjnrboud^ Tvli, hi* tiativo ploco^ i* atiid to 
EfcftFO boon founded by the So^onclnry hoTO of tlytt noino, who phiys 
So pto^iinonE a part in this |iortiotj of tins Shihniimn^ booinso^ in 
oons&i^yaniv of tho death of Fonid, ho was afraid to rat uni to tho 
oqqrt of Kai KlnuirBo^^ hut WO find nothin.^ to thij oiroct in tho 
^hiihnilnaa, Kafiit-i-Jidliirf was *n oollod hvcauau Nadir ^lldli 
(ot-Pr 1 ^tio of tha most romarkabSe of Porsian fovuroi^r^io, 
wIhhio nncl* wo* tho mloc of thi* fortross^* was bom in its 
nailthboarhood xuiid moda it his fayourtto rojiiEiaiuifli, ft Lk aitiiatiid 
sumo forty milos to tho north of tho niius of Tiis. ** It i* upon 
H Tory li%h hilh only aoc&idihlo by two ujirfuw patlis^ An oioont 
ijf six or Bcmn milea tonninatoB in a plain about twel?o ndloi in 
eirquniforenco^ watered by seraml fine stroama aud comrad with 
verditre and caltiratiuix A MOond oacentf by a ronte of ton or 
olflvou milos^ loads Ut nnothor plain of |;rofttflr elDVatiuii^ but of 
oquoj richness." 

" ft II a district or a hasinj** any* anethar SODOtlnt, ^'fortified ill 
tho most wondotful way by imtura [n shape it is something like 
a foot, and it must liayo a Inngth of twenty milus by u braadth 
of two to four miloa , . . if the lorn] impregnable can ho tisod 
anywherOp it ram ham. For tho fifty iqUbs of its drenit, nature 
has indeed left hardly anything for man to do**"* 

f 151 The Riraiz stain by I^ntd ihould be distlnguishod from 
tho boro of tho same name shun at luldan (3 30). Tho fomior Wivs 
dirscouded from Poahang ^ and thomfore at T^lhliidion dwoilt^ f lo 
ij (|u£^ appropriately the son in-bkw of Tils- TIhj latter ia a sou 
of Kat Kiu'lS and thorofore a Kaiiillian. 


* Yet I. p. 

* II 4 . 

’ See p. a|. 


■ VoL XL p. Si. 

* 1 14 * 


* C. Pfuaian Prcfaco^ p, jj, 

* 3 f frNr IL 53 , 56 , 


KAt KHUSRAU 


3 iS* BfihftTl'* fri&lldlhlp with Gnitoluun p th& *PU ot OBititlaluimp 
11 nua of thu foiitiirai of this Aiiotbor !■ fiLtird BiKlmti i 

iiiistiety nbont ono mother whon eltber if ftintiinff Tho 

fit her cm never hiitig himnolf to fwjlso thit hi* wii w op 

Bndl well ihio to taka lari of Inraiali; whllo tha ujn^ with nil tho 
infolan™ of youth, peniatfl iu to^iirditi^ hi* father ni played ont 
touohiia Hot loreJ^D to human lutilto. 

s Tbo battle nf U<kn ii idwi koewn hy Iho nnm of t3io 
bottle of I^hiiip ftnd thoro If a lo|{end that when Fi^diofi waa 
oo hiH fray to look hw fortune at the court of SfluhwiiMd bo ehnnced 
to ocitcr a garden whore three of the fovon peeti of Hahmud'f 
feinrt worn revitlling+ Ho aakchd to 1 h nllowod to join thenu 
they ixitnieutod on the conditicui tliat he HhouUi cap their three 
rbyminjit '^‘atiei with ft fonrfch. Firdnnti at onpe ohUdnod tlie 
rhyme by a verfO raferrilig to the luttle of Fiahallip 
whuroby he showed hi* ttiperior Jcntiwledga of tJio epic hiitory of 
Mb couotryA to thU coimeiion the word lift* aometimoa Ipswu 
underatHJod u ec|uivftlent to Paahmi^p the name both of tbo lather 
and of one of thu aofi* of Afidjuj^lb, hilt FtniaBiffa Imo wfta irt- 
tondi’d to oaj ehretB the proweia of G fv at the battlo of Fftiliaii ur 
lAdan. It it pofflihloi however, that IIhm* are the namca of 
dlatinet battle! though foUgbt iu the AOme Cftlnpitign, in> wlneh 
i^aag we may r^^^tird tlna f4jr7nep la the aigbt-fnrpritMJ and the 
Iftttflr fii the osseniien when GildiurK IcmI: nearly nil hi* deacendaiiti^ 
G It dktfnjctn^hed bimpall at botll battlesw 

Tliemouiitoin^ildrt ^ to which the trdnian arroy withdrew after 
it* dofaat aoemi to bo that of the northern scarp of tbo provitwa 
of Khuniaun which ftiU ti;oe* l^' the name of Duurao-i-Kuh— 
thb term mod in the poem, pi 
IS 5*-J> pp, lo^ I I. ThehiatnricalBfthnim {Vordmei) wasp 
according to Tadtuft, ft king of oxooptionftl vwlaur and bdlltonoy,* 
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The prelude 

Tjiisi mmh achieved, tho poet will present 
Another tale of yore—^how Kui Khu&rati 
Sftt OD the throne and sent an armanieriL 
Against Tutiiil Thus, if God'a grace allow 
Mo Ufa and Loalthf shall I one story in ore 
Leave to the world from this famed book of lore. 

* Alin, iJ, rn. 


V. y^Ss 


* Sc* C. Persian PwCace, ^ 17. 
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WLen m tho gi^ih a cypress sondeth off 
A Ehootj whose green top monnteth pi^Uco-high, 
The tree rejoiceth in the height thereof. 

Its prudent carriagep and prosperity, 

The heart of fortune nourtsheth the shoot, 

And all the world partaketh of the fruit. 

9 

If EOToreigntj to native worth bo due 
The woftror of the crown muBt needs do right; 
Throe aspects of the matter lot us viowi 
And presently a fourth will come in sight: 
Accompliahment thou wilt not fail to find 
AVzth high birth and with native worth cotubmed. 


Such ore the three, and all in one content. 

For flJivo in oompajiy with native worth 
How oan there ever be aocompliEhmontp 
And, locking that, what soion of high birth 
Hast thou behold ? High birth the fotboi's seed 
Produeoth, which may well fair fruitage breodv 

+ 

V* 7^6 AccoLdpIiahixiGnt thou iGamest painfully 

From others, at the cost of many a groan, 
Whilo native worth is greatest of tJie three— 

A robe of honour given by God idono. 

To these be wisdom lidded, thiit which wUl 
Dificriminate for thee 'twixt good and ill. 

When any man possesseth all the four 

He hath repose from travail, greed, and grief, 
But not from death; that is nn ovit, sore 
Beyond all others; there is no relief. 

Now Kai Khusmu possessed all four, and be 
Was fashioned thus by heaven's destiny. 


KHVSRAU 


1 ? 


§ 2 

Hour tht Ki%i Khvxrati 

Wlien Kai KhuKmu acc^^od. ELpd the world 
Had beoti ^p^rijiodr h$ eai upon the threno 
Of king of kinga and donned ibfl cre^^^n of grofttnesa. 

He moted justice out to eaekp tipraoling 
InJuBtico fron) the eAiLh* Then all the nobloH, 

PossosBed of crowns and sprutig of royal mcso^ 

With foreign monarchs^ potcnlatea, and niagimtos. 

Kosorted to K.hiisraxi s there was no head 

Not taken in his toils. Ho cultivated 

Waste lands and freed the inourucrs' hearts from woe; 

The moisture rained down from the olouds in apringp 
And cleansed the face of earth from rust and sorrow^ 

’Twaa docked like Paradise with goodly havings 
By reason of his justice and his bounty. 

The world was full of happiness and peace, V. joj 

The hands of AbrLmiUi wero barte<l from ilk 
While envoy's caioe from all the proTrincea, 

From every man of lULmo and potentate. 

When tidings had been carried to Nfmrda, 

And reached the chief, the Lustre of the earth:— 

The glorious prince ia sejitcd on the throne^ 

And hath his foot upon the sky of pow er,"' 

Ho summoned his rominers from all sides 
To go to offer homage to the Shdh, 

Departing on the joumej in great state 
And much content with 5!al the son of 
The son of Narimiin, and oil the nebleB, 

Both great and little of Kabul—a boat 
Which made the desert as ^tworo ebony 
What while the tymbals split the leopards' oars. 

Ztil with an escort led the way; behind 
Came Rustam followed by the violet flag, 

VOL, in. 
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ig THE SnAtiS^ltlA OF FlRDAVSt 

When UdiDKs tmoh^d ihe Shah: '"The loyal Ruatom 
Ifl on Ids way ” iho people os odo man 
Arose prepared to go to veleome him. 

The ShAh vbs plod apd bade the courier: "Take 
Thy plooffure here, for Rustam reared my father. 

And all oyea reeogniso his excellence." 

The monarch ordered Gfv, Gudars, and Tiis 
To sat forth trilh the tymhals and the pipes, 

The drums heat at the portal of the Shih, 

And all the warriors assmiaed their holnia. 

From every quarter of the land till went 
With flag and kettledrum to welcome Rustam; 

While those in chief command with many troop 
Went forward two days’ jouTney to receive him. 

As soon aa Riistam’s standani came in sight, 

And when tho host’s dust mounted o'er the sun, 

768 Shouts rose with sound of trump and kottledrum. 

And from the centre Gfv, GAdarz, and fiifl 
Approached in haste the elephantine chieftain, < 

And gave him salutations joyfully. 

All three of them embraced him ; he meanwhile— 

The lion-queller—asked about the ShAh. 

From Rustam they proceeded next to ZAl, 

The son of Silm. with opn h«irta and happy. 

Then turned to Fanimarz. rejoiced to see him. 

Thenco they appoached tho Shdh, approached to gAza 
Upon the glorious crown. Mow when Khusrau 
Behold the elephantine warrior 
Tcai* trickled from his eyelids down his cheoks. 
Descending from the throne he greeted Rustam. 

Who kissed the ground. The Shah said: " Paladin! 
Live ever glad and happy, for thou art 
The foster*sife of Siyowueh and likewise 
Art of all men most wUe and reticent.” 

He clasped upon his breast the head of Ziil. 

And sorrowed for his own sire’s sake the while. 


A'AI khusrau 


‘9 


Til on oeatod both chiofe on tho royal throne, 
jVtwl blessed them in God's name. When Rustam 
marked 

From head to foot the person of the Sh;ih, 

Anfl how he sat, held oonveise, and ntlvLsed, 

Tho hero’s cheek fluahed np and bia heart ached. 

So much reminded him of Siyawush. 

Ho thus addressed the world’s king: “To the world 
Thou art, O Shiib I the memory of thy sire. 

I bare not seen a king with Grace like thine, 

Or one so like thy father.” 

Wlien they rose 

They had the tables spread and wine piepared. 

Khusrau slept not till night was far advanced. 

But hold more converse touching what had ebanced. 


5 3 

/fotr Km Khwi'ou iJWtfc a Pr^rm ttrowj/A Atn Rmlm 

When Sol had drawn its shining scimitar. 

And dark night's head had vanished, rose the blturo 
Of trumpets from the court-gate, and such chiefs 
As Tiis, Giidura, and vnhant Giv, Gurgln, V. Jfie 

Rulthiim the Lion, Gustaham, and others, 

Came to the Shah in that famed autonoe-hall. 

Now when they had assembled at his throne 
Ho said to them: " I purpose to survey 
Tho glorious realm and marches of irin. 

Go we in hunung wise and fleet a while 
In happiness," 

The nobles all E^?t©od. 

Tbe monarch of the world went forth to hunt 
With Rustam, that illustrious paladin. 

With G(v, Gfidara son of Kishwid, Shiipi'ir, 

Bahrdm, a wieldor of tho scimitar. 
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Guirgfc, Bizhaii ozperL in archery, 

Farhiid and Zan^u ssoti df Sbiiwaniu^ 

And ona amoug the Jightmg-monp Gunizo— 

A host that darkonetl both the aun and moon 
With holloot!tp maeea, coats of mail, and 
Tho tracks aod traokloss was^^^te were like a field 
Of battle with the corpses of the game. 

Khusrau passed through the country of Ir^Up 
And subsidked aud peopled aU tho landa 
That then were uninhabited or ravagedp 
Or ruined by misgovemmenl; ho found 
No toil in jiiiitiee or muniticence, 

Ha tarried in each city and set up 
His throne as fitted fortune's favourito. 

Called for hh purse and oupp and with dfn^ 
Docked all the world] then ^ught another city. 
Convoying with him crown and throne and winOp 
V. jfQ Until with all the great men and the nobles 
lie reaobed at length Azar Ahildagiln; 

Then quaffing winOp and urging oa hiA steeds 
Approached the ternplo of Azarg^hasp, 

Prayed m that Fane of Fire and praised the Maker. 
Ho left in elato to go back to Kads, 

With whom they sat—a merry company— 

Not ceasing for a moment from their mirth 
Till to their beads the sparkling liquor rosCi 
And all went eagerly to seek repose. 
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fiottf Km Khu§rau nfrtitv io Kai KAiU to (okf 
on Affd*i^b 

When inom brought forth bright day, and scattered 
gems 

U pon the dusky groundp the w^orld-lord aat 
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WiLh Ksii Krtijfi—both noble, pronpemUM Sbiilifl— 

With Z:U and valiant RustaTii+ Kai Kiii'is 
DLsconnsed at largo an matlenf great and tonoU, 

And, (irstp in Bpeaking of AfniRiyAb, 

Bathed both hb choekfi Virith blood^mps from hb ayes, 

Eacounling what that king had perpetrated 

On Siyfta'Uflh, and how ho had sent up 

Dust from (nin, how many paladina 

Had died, and how their wives and children stiffered. 

Thus saying: "Thou beholdest many cities 

Waste in Inin, wrecked by Afnlsiyilb, 

Since every needful, God-aent gift is thino— 

Mon, knowledge! might of hand, Grace, majesty, 

And favouring stars—and thou in every point 
Of native worth art raised o*er other kings, 

I cldm of thee an oath, and thou muKt keep il^ 

That TOngoance on Afnisiyiih shall fill 

Thy heart, and thou shall not allay that Hame, 

RogardJe^^ of hb kinship with thy mother, 

And heeding not what any one may uifge. 

Thou Hhalt not ba educed by wealth or power, 

Howe'er thou be osal ted or abased, 

Nor shall thou turn aside to treat with him 
For mace or sword or throne or diodom. 

I will deolaro tlio sanction of thine oath— 

One binding on thy wisdom and thy aoui t 
Swear by the righ teona J udge of sun and moon, 

By oroTATi, throne, casque, jmd signet, by the Justice 
Of Faridun and by his prooedent, 

The blood of Siyaw-xioh, thy life, 0 Shih I 
The Grace, and by the favouring stars divine. 

That thou wilt never turn aoide to ill. 

Wilt ask no arbiter but sword and mace, 

And rise above thyself in thy rmilver 

Whenas the youthful monarch heard the wortb 
He tumed both face and soul toward tho Fire, 


3= THE SHAhnAMA of FlRDAUSt 

And took an oath: By God, ilio Loni of all, 

By day roaploiident and night fLznro-dim, 

By sun and inoon^ by throno and caasquo and signet* 
By sword and by tUo Shah's own diadem, 

I never will incline toward amity 

For him, or drontn of Looking on his face*'' 

V. 773 This they recorded in tho olden tongue 
With scented ink upon a royal roll. 

And Z 4 l and Rustam signed as witnesses, 

And likowiso all the othor mighty men. 

The written oath att&sted in due form 
Was put for safety into Rustam's hands. 

When this was done they oalled for wine and feast. 
And held a session of another kind; 

The nobles pasaod a week wdth harp and wine 
Within the hall of Xai Kiiiis. Khusrau 
Upijn tho eighth day bathed, composed himself, 

Tlien sought the place of prayer, and, iu the presence 
Of circling heaTon's Lord, adored the Makar. 

That night until the rifling of the Mun 
He cried aloud with eyes fulfilled with tears, 

And saids O righteous iTudge, tho only God, 

The World-lord, the Sustainer* and the Guide i 
Thus didst deliver luo, a hostlcsfl boy* 

Out of the Dragon^ breath. Afrilsiydb 
Thou know'eflt reckless, not afraid to injure; 

Hifl curflO is on the waste and peopled lands; 

Revenge against him fillcth guiUlesfl hearts. 
v,773 He hath poured fire upon theflo goodly coasts, 

Hatli sifted o'er tho lirave the dust of woe, 

Unjuatly shod the blood of Biyiiwush 
Upon the earth, and rent our souls thereby^ 

The hearts of kings are hlicd with dread of him; 

Hib throne and diadem are this world'a bane. 

Thou knowest that bo ia of evil nature, 

And both a misoreaDt and sorcrerer."' 
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He laid his cheek full oft upon the gnouQd, 

And uttered praiKcs to the Lord of all. 

Departing thence he wont back to the thfono. 

And thus harangued the einltod paiiwlins l—* 

O ye my men of ttamOp my galltmt hearts, 

» And swordamen 1 1 have ridden through Inm, 

Bui, from the temple of AKargoshaap 
To this place, aeon not any one hoert-glad^ 

Posaessad of riches or of lands in culture. 

All have been injured by Afnlaiyab, 

All hearta arc filled with hlood, all eyes with tears. 

I ran the first whose liver thus he wounded. 

So that my soul and body ainart through hiiu. 

And Mil there is that aoblo Shih —my grandpire 
Who from his heart still boaveth chilly sigha^ 

WTiile men and women groan throughout fnln v, ju 

At massacre and pillage, war and raid. 

So now if yc are all my tniaty friends. 

Devoted to me in your lioarts indeed, 

I win make ready to avenge my father, 

And turn this evil from tho Irtinions, 

If ye will, all of you. renew the fights 
Strivo, and contend like partis, ao too will 1 1 
Plains in the battles of the brave shfdl turn 
To moimtalnsp and for all the blood shed there 
Afr^lydh the crimmal shall be 
Rcsponaiblep If any of our host 
Shall fall, tboir place is ParoiiliBe above. 

What say yc then f What ainswer do ye give 1 
Advise me welt. Afrisiyab, ye know, 

Began the wrong. Requital should not r^L” 

The chiefs prepared to answer and aroee 
With rancour in their hearts. They aoid: '• O Bhdh t 
Keep thy heart glad and ever free from care. 

Our bodies and our souls are wfr&lly thine, 

And thine our grief and joy* our loas and gain. 
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W« all of us ore mother-borD to die, 

And iill of us, thoujjli free loon, aro tby alaTes?' 

When as lie beard tb ia aiiBwcr from the t brong, 

From Tils, Gdclar2, and elopbanlino KuBtam, 

Tbo Shull’s cheek grew as red as cerck-bloom, 

For ho was young in person and iu fortune. * 

V, 775 Ho called down blesslnga on the company; 

Slay oartb be peopled by the brave/" said he, 

is i 

Km KhuMrau nuTnbere^ fh4 PalafKm ij 

With matters in this stay the sky revolved ^ 

Till Sol appeared In Virgo; then the Sbih 
Calletl aU the archimages of the realm. 

And spake to them at largo in biting terms. 

Ho cloBOd tho door of audieucro for two somiights, 

And had tho mufitor-roU compiled afresh. 

Ho batle the commisEaries to call over 

The names of groat and am all, and barl them written 

In solemn form befitting paladins. 

Tho kin of Kai K^luu fivo score and Len^— 

Chiefs of the host^—camo first upon tha list, 

And at their head was EariburK the mm 
Of Kai Kaus—the new 8 hjih"a kinsman. No^t 
Ho chose him eighty scions of Naudar, 

All armed with maeoH and all warriors. 

Thoir leader waa Zarasp the genarah 
Who used to make their wolfaie hla concern 
la everything— e. orown of kings, the son 
Of Tdfi—the lord of iron macor of seimitar^ 

And dnxni. Gndarz son of Kishwiid came noit, 

Whoso counsels were the safeguard of tho boat 

His sons and grandsons numbered seventy-oight_ 

Bravo mountaineers amd horsemen of tho plain; 
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They currieti KAwft's sUndurd and llliiiaed 
The throDO and forlane of tho Kiyan mco. 

The se«d of Gazhdabam were sixtj-three. 

And great men dl; tholr chief wna Gii&tiiihant 
"^TTie kinstiien of Mdiid—^a hundred boFsenion— 

Htid for ihcir chief viotorioua Gut^n. 

TftWttha's kindred ntimlKjrcd eighty-fiye 

Brave cavalietSs the wanleoia of the treasure. 

While Barta was the wartlen over them, 

And moat illustTious of them all in hght- 

Next three and thirty scions of Pashang, 7 ?^ 

Bravo men* who liore the doublo-hecuied dart 
In battle-tiijio, their chioftaiii was Kfvnfs:— 

Almighty man both valiant and discreet. 

Who need to go before tha drums in war, 

The warriors’ wardeup son-in-^lnw to Tds. 

The kinsmen of Barzfn* three score and ten 
In Bumji all Lions on the flay of battle, 

H 4 id over them Farhad, hiniself ao Anvil 
Of steel in fight, Gunlsia Ml in person 
His kinsmen—five score and five warriors. 

Apart from these, the lords and pdadins, 

The princes and the mighty men of w^orship, 

Were more than any archijiiago could reckon^ 

So many were tho chiefs with Grace and gloiyl 
They wrote upon the monarches miister-Toll 
Tho names of all ofliciopt^, and tho 
Bade them to quit the city and niarch out 
TowartJ tho wastes and jdains. He said to them i— 

About the ending of the month must rise 
The clarion-blast and sound of Indian bclb. 

And all must lusuch with joy against Timn/' 

They bent their heads before him to the ground. 

And all called blessings down upon him. saying t— 

0 Shah possessed of Grace divine and gloiy, 

Who givest lustre to tho crown and girdle 1 
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We all are slaves, thiae is llie sovereignty, 
From Aries to Pisces all for tbeo." 


5 6 

Iloto PttlofltnM 

Wheraver tUote wens horaea riimiiag wild 
Their keepers drove them to the camp m herds. 

The ShAh commaaded: Let the lafiso-tlirowera— 
The w&rriora braiiseii-bodied in the fight— 

V. 777 Catch thcBo swift Arab chargers in the noo&e/' 

Anon the conquoring world-lord took bis seat 
With mnoo in bond upon the throno of goldp 
Unlocked hb troasiiry of dimirSp and said:— 

^ The treasufes of the great aboidd not ho hiddenp 
In times of strife and fighting for revenge 
They look with scorn on treasuro end dinars; 

So all Qui wealth and thrones will we bestow 
Upon the bravo, to make our Troe fruit sunward. 

And why delay* aioco treasure holpoth thooi f" 

A bundre<l pieces of brocade of limn 
With jewelled patterns on a golden ground. 

With beaver-sidns, gold miment, and a goblet 
Of royal gems—he ha<l those brought^ Behold/' 

Said hOp ** tho price set on the worthless head 
Of that tierce Dragotip innrtlerous Pahiahan^ 

Now made commsmder by Afnisiyab^ 

That ho may slumber while that chleftam watchetb. 
Who in onr camp will bring hk head and sword 
And steed to dust upon the day of battle ( 

Bf^han the son of Gfv sprang tq hia feet 
Forthwithp he undertook to slay that Dragon, 

And carried off the stuiis and cup of gold, 

t Pihia WM nt Ihut ilmn fu dlagn-ov wiLh ening vq id)4 

Kjit eci!> YoL Lt ^ 39a 
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With all tlie jewels, bie^ing Xai Khn^raUp 
And flaying: '* May this orownod head Hve for ever! ” 
Than went back to hb seat rotaining still 
The goblet with the jewels in hh band. 

Tbe Shah then badu bis tiieasurer to bring 
Two hnndj*ed robes of gold enibtoidery 
With beaver-fikins, biwade, rich pamted adk^ 

And two slari^ rosy-cheeked with girdisd loitie, 

And thus be Hiid; "These presenta will I giTe, 

And will confer more favours on^ the niun 
That bringath unto mOj or to the chieftaiiifi 
AssGDibled hemp the crown worn by la^hav^ 

Which ctovrn. iVfrttsij'ab set oa his head^ 

And bailed him as a high-born sea-in-laWip” ^ 

Again Biahan the son of Giv aroflep 
Who bad El hand far maehmg In tlio %ht. 

And ^izQil upon the preaentB and the slaves 
While all Ey^eniblod wonderadi he cjclaimed r— 

“ May earth be prosperous under Kiii Klvnsraul'^ 

Then sat down gladly giving niany thaakjv 
The l^biih conmiaiided and the treasurer 
Brought out ten slaTe-boys with theit girdles on. 

Ten steeds of rapid pace with golden bridles, 

Anfi ten veiled maidous in iheir bravery; 

The watchful ruler of the people said 
These steeds and all these Beauties are for one 
Who, when Tazhiiv hath fled, need not po^ss 
A lion*a heart. Teabiiv hath by his aide 
In battle one whoso voice would tame a loopanlp 
A slave with cheeks like spring, of cypress-stature* 
With reeddike waist and with a pheasant’s gait, 

A Moon-facen Ispanwf by namOp a Jasmine 
In vLs^Op heart-alluring, breathing musk. 

Her captor miist not strike her with the sword. 

For swords are not for such a cheek as hers^ 

1 tA InfoSam by birth, hwl gflFia orvr to Afi^Sjrtb. Sc* ^ fS' 
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But uwso her wfust and take her to his bosom/ 
Bi^han siaioto on his breast imd Tolunloered 
Again, He drew anigli the all-conquering ShAh, 

■ Began to laud the monarcb of the world. 

And supplicate the Maker. The great kitig 
Rejoiced in him and spake tbus : Famoiia chief 1 
May paladin like thee ne'er help onr foes^ 

No^er may tbine aitleat j?ouI and l^dy part / 

Then said the world-lord to the treasurers— 

*" firing forth ten golden beake;^ from the board. 

And lot them put pastilles tboroin; bring also 
Too goblets of pure silver brimmed with jewels^ 

One topaz goblet fillwl with musk, and one 
Of turquoise, one of lapis-lazulip 
With emeralds and carneliazii^ showered thoroint 
Mixed with rose*water and with muKk^ ten boy-elaves 
With beltSp and ten fine steeds with golden bridles. 
These are,*' ho said, for him wliOp haring strength 
To fight TadiAr upon the day of battle, 

SbaU bear hia head off from the stricken field. 

And bring it to the warriors of the host." 

Then GiV son of Gddanc snioto on his breast, 

And imdettook to fight that paladin. 

Whereat they brought those noble slaves imd gifts. 
And set them in array in front of him. 

He called down many blesaings on the ShAh, 

And said: May crown amd nignet no'or lack thee," 
Tho ShAh commanded then iho treasurer i— 

" Sot out ton golden trays before the thmne. 

And mLc in them dinaira emd musk and jewela; 

Set too ten Foiry-fiiood with orowna and girdles, 

Two hundred boaver-skins, brocade of gold. 

Ten ^rdlofs and a royal diadem. 

This is for him/ he said," that gnidgsth not 
His labour for the sate of fame and treoatit'c. 

Let such deport hence to tho Kalsa rrtd, 
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And thwe salute the muI of Siyiwnab. 

Ho will behold a mighty pile of Hre-woed, 

Whose toight is greater ttaa^ ton lungth. 

It is a pile raised by Afrasijab 

Upon the spot ’whereat he crossed the river. 

He wished that none should pass there from Iiun 
Tunin-ward. iSome bold w arrior must go hence. 

A lt d make the Kiisa riid a sheoii of daniOj 
So that if e'er it be the scone of light 
The wood may prove no cover for the foe.“ 
i\g^m Giv spake: This is my qmtrry; mine 
Shah bo the task to set the pde a-bbze. 

1 fear net combat if the fee sha]) eomCp 
But will invite the vultures to a feast.'' 

The Sbiih bestowed on Giv those goods as welh 
And said to him t Famed chieftain of the host I ^ 

Jiaj this bright crown ne'er lack thy sword- Bo be it, 
Oh I may the Brahman never lack the Idol 1 
He ordered: '* Let the treasurer produce 
Forthwith a hundred divorfi-hued brocade^/' 

Chose from his hoards a hundred lustrous pearls— 

All drops of wstor fro^sen,** thoti wouldst sny— 

And brought out from the women*fi bower five handmaidsp 
Whose heads and tresses were concealed by crowns. 

He said : This is a present meet for one 
Whose wisdom Is the king of his pure iiiind^ 

A daring, prudent man and eloquent, 

Who tumeth not from lions in the tight— 

If ho w ill carry to Afriisiyiib 
A messaigOp weeping not for dread of him. 

And will eonvoj^ bia answer ^ck to me. 

Who of this noble company will dare ? 

Gnrgin son of Hdad hold forth his hsind. 

And gat him ready for that enterprise. 

The ShAh bestowed on him the skves, the robes 

* RcadidK wllli P, 
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Of gold-embroidurjf, and royiil g«ms, . 

He calletl down blessingH on tho Bhali and aaid;— 

” wbdoiu wed the soul of Kai Kbtisrau E ” 

V. 781 Whenns earth's face grew black ns raven's plumes, 
And when night’s Lamp rose o'er the kilK the Shih 
V. 7S1 Went to his palace, and his mighty men 
I>ep>nrtc(l, each one to bis home again. 
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ffoie Kai A'/itutroH *eid Riatam io We Land 0/ Ninit 


When daylight made tho hills like sandarac. 

And cockcrows reached the clouds, tho matchless 
Rustam 

With Foriimar/ and with Zawaia cauio 
Bofore the Bbih to apeak about Iran, 

Tho crown, the state, and matters great and >.mall. 
TlienBustaiu said: Illustrious, glorious Shah J 
There is a district in jSdbulistan, 

That f(HTned a portion of the realiu of Tdr 
Till Miniichihr drave all the Turkmans out. 

It is a goodly and a glorious land; 

But when Khus grew boar and spiritlesa. 

When fame, tho Grace, and prowess quilted him, 
Turanians seised it and fniiiitvDS coas^ 

Therein.* Tho folk now carry to Tifii^n 
Both toll and tribute, heeding not the Shah. 

The march is fuU of elephanLs and trenaure. 

The innocent are troubled by this folk 
With constant pillngo. masmore, and raid, 

And ell the insolericy of TdrAn.’’ 

Now that the kingship of fiin is thin®. 

Thine from the ant's foot to the lion's olaws. 


^ See Tnlnwlaotory Not* to tfaij I'm, 

* Or AihIi tuLTc Mbeil]^ ig^iuE T4n£nlui prirlti,'' 
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well to sand n raliant paladin. 

And mighty host, to make this poopLo bring 
Their tribute to thoShiih. and look to him. 

This region oura we can defeat TdrAn.” 

The Sblh said • ** Live for ever I Thou art right, 

Take order for sufliciency of troops. 

Selecting all the famous warriors^ 

For since the district marcheth with thine own 
Its purchase will bo worthy of tby fame. 

Commit a mighty host to Faniinarz, 

As many warriors as shall stifBce. 

The business will succeed w^ith him; his hook 
Will catch the crocodiles,'* 

The paladin 

With flushing cheeks called many a blessing down 
Upon the ShAh^ who bade the chamberlaiu 
To spread the board, bring wine, call minstrelsy, 7^4 

And listened spell-bound to tbelr melody. 
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i/iiiT Kai A^wraii the Most 

When bright Sol rose above the hilb, and when 
The minstrels tired of songj the kettlednims 
Claimed at the court-gate and the troops drew up 
Before the palace. On the elephants 
They bonnd the tymbals and the tTiimi>ets blared. 
Upon one olephaxit they set a throne; 

That royal Tree bore fruit; the yhah came forthi 
iVnd took his fwat, crowned with a jeweUed casque. 
He wore a torque of royal gems and held 
An o^-hcod mace. Two earrings, decked with pearls 
And precious atonic, depended from his ears; 

His bracelets were of jewels set in gold; 

His belt was pearls and gold and emeraltls. 
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Hia elephant with golden bells and bridle 
Proceeded to the centife of the hoBt. 

He bad with him the bdt within the eup; 

The ahonting of the urin j rose to Saturn; 

The earth grow blook and heaven amre-dim 
With all the swords and niacea, drums and dust; 

Thou woiddat have said: " The sun is in a net," 

Or Water hath o^erwhelmiKl tho arching sky l"" 

The clearest sight could not behold the world, 

Or gaze upon the sky and a tars for apeiirs; 

Thou wouldfit have said: " The hillowa of the sea 
Are rising,'* as the boat marched troop by troop. 

They brought the cainp-enclosuro from the palace 
Forth to the plain, aiid shoutings frayed the skies. 

Vh 7S5 The oiistoni was that when that famous Shdh 
Upon his elephant let fall the ball 
Within tiie cup* und girt his bins* no place 
Renisinod for any one tliroughont the realm 
Save at the Shdh'^fl own gate+ Such was the token 
To all his realm of that famed king of chiQf& 

The Shah remainofl upon hia elephant 
On that hrorid plain to see ihe troops march pasL 
First to defile before the world's now lord 
Was Fatfburz with golden boots, with maqo, 

An ri a worth llehinil him was bb flag sun-blaasonetlK 
He rode a chestimt sleccU his lasso coiled 
Was in the saddlo-strapa. Ho passed along 
In pride with Grace and lustre, bis retainers 
Were buriotl in tbeif gold and silver trappings. 

The world-brtl blessed him, saying; “Slay the 
greatness 

And Grace of heroes ever be thine own, 

Thy fortune triumph m each eaterpriEe, 

Thy whole esbtence be a Nevr Year's Day; 

May health be thine in all tby goings forth^ 

And no inlirmity on tby return." 
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Bt3limd him wi^ Giidafs ia^ of KbbwM, 

Whose couD£el brought the world prosperity. 

A lioo clutching nmco aad iacituiLfir 

Wrts eho^^ed upon the flag that followed him. 

Upon bis left hand marohed tho bmvo BuhliLim, 

And on bia right tho noble Giv; Sh/ddah 
Behind him boro the baimor lion-ehargodp 
. Which throw a violet lustre on the ground^ 

While thouaands of exalted warriors fol lowed ^ 

All cavaLiera and Armed with lengthy lAncea, 

Behind Gfv and acoompanied hy troop 
Uis sable baniior came charged with a wolf, 

While of Kiihham, that man of high ambition^ 

The flag rose cloud ward tiger-chatged. Theao sons 
And grandsons of Gtldarz were sovonty-oigh t 
In number, and they crowded that broad plain^ 

Each fallowed hy bia dag distinct in hue— 

AU vabant men with swords and golden boots. 

‘*The whole world,” thou hadst said, 'neath 
Gildarz, 

Tlio chiefa" heads are beneath his scimitar/’ 

He called down biessings on the crown and throne 
As ho approached; the iShdh returned the hle^ings 
On him. on ojid all hia warriora 
Tho noxt behind Gddar® was Gustaham, 

The son of Ga^hdohatu the vighant; 

His weapon in the battle was a spear, 

His eomrades were a bow and poplar arrows; 

And when a shaft wont flying from his arm 
Twould pierce a rock or anvil to the core. 

He was Attended by a mighty host 
With maces, scimitarfi, and rich array. 

His l)Anner blazoned with & moon wared o^er him^ 

And raised its head resplendent to the cioucb. 

Ho called down benedictions on tho Ehih, 

Who gloried in him. Next eame shtciwd Ashkasb, 

VOL. UL c 
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Endowed with prudent heart and ready brain. 

His troops w'ers from fialiiehistrin and Euteb, 

And very rams to fight. No ono had seen 
Their backs in battle or one finger maiUess; 

Their banner waa a paid with claws projecting, 

Ashkosh felicitated Kai Khusnni 
At largo upon the happy turn of fortune. 

8 ? Meanwhile the Shih upon hia elephant 

Surveyed the troops, whose ranks stretohed out two 
inilos. 

And in abundant satisfaction blessed 
His sleepless fortune and his glorious land. 

Behind Ashkosh was well approved Farhild, 

Who tendcrod all the troops, and everywhere 
Was like their foster-father in the light. 

Ho had a banner chargwl with a gassolle, 

Wlioso shadow fell upon him as he rmlo. 

Htfi troops were all e<|uipped with Indian swords. 

With Turkman armour and with Siighdian saddles. 
They oil were princely scions of Kulmd, 

And all wore dowered with God's Grace and with 
justice; 

The face of each was like the shining moon. 

And like the shining sun in battlefield. 

Farhad l>ehold the throne's now occupant, 

And called down blesmiga on the youthful Shah. 
Guntiui, eldest offspring of Givgon. 

Came next accompanied by all his kin, 

A favourite in whom the Sbiih rejoiced.* 

Upon his saddle was a leaso coiled; 

He boro a banner hlasoned with a boar; 

His troops were wairiorR and losso-ttingera. 

These cavaliers and heroes of the plain 
tialuted many tliiioa and then marched past. 

Behind him Zonga son of SbaworAn 
' Kcadltie: wUh f.) 
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Game rusblng with his gnlknt hcsana chi^iftains, 
Kehiud him ^tjis hb flag^ clmiged with tin oagle. 

And as a nioving moimtain m mov«I ho. 

Orttimos liG called down blcsainga on tho Shdb, 

Hb miQii and sstAtupOp Aword fixkd sigiiGt-rbig. 

jVII that wero from the country of Baghdad 

Wgjo armed with hmces oud ateol aworda, and marcbefi 

Beneath tho oaglo whUo tboir goDoral 

Hiinaelf wan noated on an olepbant. 

Behind him wan the vaJiant Panimm 
Of noble atature, Grace^ and maje$t-}v 
With tyinbala, olcphonts, imd many tmops. 

All eager for tho fray, and mighty men 
Brought from Kashmir. KAbulisUici. Nimnia, 

All noble and the liiatro of the world 
He had a banner like his ToJiant sire's— 

That Rustam who cwuld Iw siirpaaAcd by none— 

With A0von heads, "TJie heada as of a dragon 
That had escaped from bonds," thou wouldst ha^e 
said^ 

In favour like a fruitful tree be eame. 

And uttered many a blessing on tho Shilh, 

Who with ft heart that joyed at Paanimarz 
Gave Lin* much pnideut rede and said to him:— 

** Tho nursling of the elephantine obief 
Will be priseminent among the peopla 
Thou art the son of wary-lioartod Rustonip 
Thou art from ZA!—S^m*s son^pncl Jfariraiiln- 
Now is the land of Hindiistin thine own. 

All from Kanndj up to Sistin is thine; 

Wo bear thyself that harm may not befall 
Him that assayoth not to fight with thee. 

In every place bo thou tho poor man's friend, 

Bo nohlo unto those of thine own kin, 

Soo hood fully what friends thou host, and who 
Are men of wisdom and con soothe thy griefe. 
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(^vo, entqrtain. imd iitivof say: 'To-monrow/ 

How know’st thoiv what lo-Tnorrow will bring forth f 
I have beetowod on thee this kingship. Hold It. 

Make no wiur anywhere in wantonneBS, 

Be not in youlh aoquisItiTo of tpeMure, 

Aggrieve not any that hath not grieved thee, 

And trust not thou this ircachetoiis dwelling-place; 

Tis sandarao and ebony by turns. 

Thy duty is to leave a noble name, 

And mayst thou never have a sorry heart. 

For thee and mo alike the day will pass, 

And turning heaven reckon up thy breaths. 

Thou need’at a happy heart, a body bate; 

Consider if a third thing is to seek. 

May Ho who motlo the world bo gracious to thee, 

And smoke fill thy foes' hearts." 

The chief, on hearing 

The words of this new master of the world, 

Dismounted from hia deet steed, and invoked 
Full many a blessing on the young Shiih, saying:— 

“ Mayat thou was even as the new moon waxetb.*' 

He kissed the ground and, liaving done obeisance, 
Turned and departed on his longsuiue journey, 

While matchless Rustam, w'ith his brain distraught 
At Faramors, accompanied 

V. 750 His son two leagues, instnicting him wiihal 
In warfare, feast, and wisdom, wishing him 
V- 7»i A life of joy; then aadly turned and went 

Bock from the desort to the lont-cncloaure, ^ 

The Sb&h got olT hit luaty elephant, 

And, mounting on a rapid-footed steed, 

Withdrew in atatft to hia pavilion. 

With aching heart and deeply pondering. 

When RusUm bad returned the wine was brought; 
Khusrau Blled up a mighty bowl, and said:— 

•' Mirth as thy mate sufiieeth, and no sage 
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Win nftme to-morraw. Where are Tiir and Salm 
And FarfdVm ? All lost and one with Ausil [ 

We go about iiud toil and gathi^k^ wealth, 

Yet frustrate all the wishes of oar heaita, 

Since in the end the dust will be our share. 

And not one of us will ^ape that dajp^ 

Float W0 the darksonie night with goblots brimmed, 
And when day cometh with its measured steps 
Wo will command that Tus shall blow the truiiipetp 
That tymbal, kettlodruni, and clarion sound; 

Then shall wo soe o‘or whom the turoii^ sky 
Will stretch its hand in Iovq in this campaign. 

And yet what profit is our toil to us 
Since from the first what is to bo will be ? 

We shall be quit alike of goiid and ill; 

Why should a wise man gorge himself with oarel 
Still by the aid of Ultn who made ua all 
I win take Tengoanco for my father's fall** 


THE STORY OF FAHDD THE SON OF 
SIYAWUSH 

§ 9 
The 

Let no king, great and warlike though bo ho, 
JntiffUit hb army to au enemy. 

One from whose eyelids tears of eniry pour, 

Tears such m leeches know no drags to cure 5 
For such a loan^ if of a noble riwe, ' 

Will chafe to be denied the highest placo, 

Tp be a sIato with wish iosatiatep 
* 

* Th& *pifflkw+ tii>wBve?, prQVfld la be oa «xwptiflii. 


V, 


3 * 


THE SHAhnAMA of FiRDAUSt 


Aad only apeak as othorn may dictate. 

No wiidom can tho moioaroVs heart attend 
Who oallcth i»uch a ruan aa Lkis a friond. 

For if heaven hostile to hla wbhes provo, 

Ajid hath no blassing for him io its lovo> 

He will bo proDO to act no friendly part i 
The thwarted wish will rankle in hh heart. 

No Mgo would reckon him a tuan at all 
That hath not wisdom for his pedos-tah 
And thou wilt see, when thou sholt hear this tale, 
How' for an evil nature may prevail. 


§ *0 

How T»ii ireifi io Turkiildn 

m 

When Sol arose m al] its majesty, 

And sat upon its lofty orninence, 

4:VseendaQt in the Sign of Aries, 

While all the world baoame like golden wino^ 

The tymbals sonoded from the court- of Tus 
With blare of trump and roll of kettledrum. 

The battlo'shout went up tbroiigbout the realrn, 

The air was full of war-cries, earth of turmoils 
The neighs and the shouts frayed Luna from her course. 
While from the clash of arms and trumpeting 
Of elephants thou wonidst have said; “The Nile 
Hath overflowed the world 1 The air w^aa yellow, 

793 Ked, blue, and violet as Knwa's btandard ^ 

*iJid cavaliers—^thc kinsmen of Ciudarz— 

Waved* Kai Xhusrau with crown and maco and 
trumpets 

Came to the entering m of his pavilion. 

Tiis with the golden boots and Ka wa’s flag 

Sot forth and with the great men that wore torques ^ 
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And cr&wns—the fispiring kinilred of Naudar— 

Went proudly ftom the host boforo Khusnia. 

The banner o^or thoin bore an elephant^ 

Ita golden etaR-head rising to the elondsi 
They went togeLker, like a darksome itioonLain, 

And snn and tnoon eoased gbining. When they oame 
With Rags and helms in haste t)eforo the Shah 
He bade the ebiefcain Tiis present to Idin 
The warriors of dktmotion In the host, 

And thus addresi^d them; k chief^ lie hath 
The Hag of Kjiwa; do as he oommondeth/" 

Then in their s^ht he gave Mb signet-ring 
To Tub, and said: " Ho is 3'oiir chief and leader.*" 

To Tdjs himself he said: ^Be ltuo to me. 

And mark mine institutions and commands ? 

No one must he moiosted on tho march, 

Such is tho custom of my crown and throne. 

Lot no cold blast bofaU the husbandmad. 

Or artisan, or one that artnetb not 
Against thee; strive but with antsigonistf. 

Refrain from troubling Lhose who are at case 
Since all will have to quit this Waysido Inn. 

Thou ahalt on no account pass by Kalat, 

For, if thou dost, things will go hard widi thee. 

To SijAwusb (his soul be os the sun, 

His place all hopeful in the other world 1) 

The daughter of Pirau once bare a child ^ 

But little shown in public hy his sira 
Ho IS my brother and resemblctb ma 
He 4 a youth of inino own age, hJgh-fortnned, 

And liveth with hk mothor at Kalat; 

A world-lord he who hath the Grace and troops. 

He knoa'eth no iranian o'en by aanie. 

And from that quarter thou must turn thy bridle. 

For he hath troops and famous men of war 
■ ar«Vi>t.U.p. 
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Upon a mouiitiiiai Bleep and KiiJfd to reo^lL 
Ho e brave and warlike cavalier, 

Great through his native worth and famed of poraoiip 
And thorofore thou must take the desert-road s 
It h not well to touch the claws of lions.*' 

Tus aikswerod: In thy eouiiflelfi is success. 

By that way which thou biddest wdl I go* 

For good alone must come of thy boheat/' 

He then departed quickly^ and the Sblb 
Keturned with loyal Rustam to the throne^ 

Where sitting with that elephantine hero. 

The lords, archmages, and the stainless prinocs, 

V* 795 He spake at large about Afr-Isiyab, 

His own heart's anguish and his father's wrongs^ 

Tils for his part with ail his warriors 
Came to a place where two roads met i the one 
Went through a deicert dry and waterless. 

The other by KnLit and toward Charam. 

The elephants and kettledrums were halted 
Till Tus the general should come up, that so 
The host might take the road that pleased him best. 
When Tub hfid at tus leisure reached the chiefs 
He spake about the waterless, hot road; 

Then to Gtldar^: “ Alt hough this arid waste 
Yield ambergris for dust and musk for soil, 

Still on ft long and toilsome march we need 
Repose and w^ater. Our best route will be 
Kalitp Charam, encamping at Mayarn, 

Y. 796 With streams and fertile country on both sides t 
Why choose a desert and its miseries ? 

1 went along that way in former time% 

When Gazhdahain was leader of the host, 

And never si^w so troublesome a road 
Although the ups and downs are few enough. 

'Tis best to march along the other mute, 

And measure not the desert and its leagues." 
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Giiidarz r-opliod : ^ Tha nc^ble Shdh timdo 
Comtiiaiiider of tbb bast; lead be bade; 

Make act the troops^ marcb grieTous^ Tbej should not 
Bj disobodionco to the gttat king's oidem 
Be injured thus/' 

Tiis said: ^ O fatuous woirior ] 
Tbiuk net sueh things^ this will not vex the SMhp 
And tberefore need not be a grief te thee.” 

He spake and bade the army to proceed, 

And march toward Kalat and to Charaiu i 
And, since Kbusrau's coitiinands be minded notv 
See what a Tamp^t proved at last bis lot f 


I II 

Iloit} h^fd 

News reached Farud: '*The bright sun's face is <!ark- 
eued 

, By dust raised by the feet of elephants 
^ And eatnels; earth 1 $ like Lb a tiver Nile^ 

Thy bmlhcFs army marchetb fmtn frin 
Against Tdian for vengeance, purposing 
To take the road that leadcth to Kdlt. 

I know not where fcbeir battleBcld will be,” 

Tbo mexpcrienccd youth on heatiog this 
Grow very sore of heart and dark of soul. 

Ho came down from the hold, nnbcured the gale, 

And going forth surveyed the lofty monnioln^ 

At his command they brongbi in all the camels, 

The sheep, and horses; none remained on waste 
Or hill; he drove them all toward Mount Sapod 
And toward Ambubi returned, secured the gate^ 

And mounted on a rapid-footed steed. 

When from Mayjun the sound of drums arose. 

And from Cbaram dust-elouds like ebony^ 
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JftrlrA, gA^iDg from the co^tlo-rcKif, 

Folt lior heart throb in terror of that host. 

To her, his mother, camo the young Fariid, 

And aaici ■ *' 0 chief of Ladlea! frozii Iran 
A host hath come with elophiuiLs mid tymbuH 
And Tub the gottemL is id command. 

7 ^ What sayest thou f What hi the course to take! 

Wo must prevent him from attacking us." 

JarCm said to him: “ O wivTirior! 

Bo all thy days as fortunate as this 1 
Thy brother is the new Shah of Ir^ i 
A worlddord shrewd is Kai Khuarau, and he 
Well knowoth both thy name and native worth. 

One father's blood and bone are in you both, 

And Siyawush weis peerless In the world. 

Well may the ago applaud him! At the outset 
PMn gave mo to him; lie would not else 
Have sought a Turkman spouse. Thus thy dcseout 
On both sidc^ is illustrious and royal. 

Now, amuo thy brother ssakoth to avenge. 

And vindioatOp the soul of Siyawnsh, 

Thou shouldst be foremost in the race for vengeancOp 
In making ready ami exacting it. 

Don Riiman mail and go with raging heart. 

And shouts of battle ringing in thy head. 

For, stneo ho seoketh veugeance on j our grandsirOp 
Thy part should bo revenge* not policy* 

In that this grief may well make leopards wail, 

And crocodiles come groiuiing from the river. 

The birds too and the dshes in tho vrater 
Call curses down upon Afnisiyab* 

For in tho wholo world not one sovereign 
That girdeth girdle ia like Siyawush 
In prowesB* manhcwl, fortune, and high birth. 

In glory, weight, uitelUgence, and justice. 

Thou art the son of that world-famouii chief. 


KAt KHUSRAU 


45 


Art of the KaiuD soed end look'st it too I 
Thou muat gird up thy bins then to avenge 
Thy sira nud prove thy birth nod native worth. 

See who the leader ie of yonder hostr 
Show hospitality, invite the lords. 

And eet upon the tables wine and gifts 
or aeimilars, of helinaLa, of hofsa-ftTinoiir, 

Of coats of mail, and Indian swords, Thj brother 
Is wealth sufhcieDt for thee in this world. 

Shall aueh just venj^oance fnll to aliens 7 
At this conjimcture lead hk troops thyself. 

Now in revenge ns he is new in reign." 

Fanid said; " Which of them must 1 address 
Since 1 must have some helper 'mid ibose mcn^ * 
These men so haughty on the day of battle, 

Bocauae I know not one of them by name t 
Mow shall I send thorn greeting and a message?" 

Jorfra answerixl: In the dust afar 
Raised by the host look for two imvaliers, 

Bahnim and Zanga son of Shawanin. 

Search for the blassons of these two great hemes, 

For thou and 1 have nothing hid fronn them^ 

Dh [ may thy head ami name survive for ever, 

And inay the soul of Siyawtish lie bright \ 

He and these twain were never separable. 

They were his lords, he w'as their overdord, 

Go with Tukhar, but with no further escort, 

And do net in thy heart misprize my words: 

When thou sbal t ask abou t the chiefs and warriors 
The bravo Tukhdr will piint them ont^ for he. 

Well knowing all the Ifjinlans, great and snuUl, 

Will show thee sheep and shepherd s." 

"Noble lady i" 

Replied Fonid*" thy rede cnlightaneth 
Thy kin and folk," 
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Came^ told Fardd about that host, aDd said:— 

" Tlio mountaii^» vales, and plaina are tilled with troops, 
And thou wouldst say : 'Tho sim is pnt u duress ]‘ 

The expanse of rook up to the castle-door 
Is all flag, elephaut, and warrior I 


S f 3 

Mov Fardft ojifi rMJtArfr went lo ths No4t 

Tukhiir d^pATted with Farud—a youth 
Whom fortuDo bad abimdouGtl. Wbouaoovor 
The fiky aboTO us is imlowardly 
Xo gentleness or rage availetb tboo. 

They chose the summU of it lofty raountain, 
CoiorDaiidiug all the army of fnin, 

And marvelled at tho troops and their equipmoot. 

The youth aaid to his confldaut TukliAr:— 

''Conceal not aught of what I aak of thoo^ 

Tell me the names of all that thou beholdest— 

Tho man of Tunkn the bearer of the fiag^ 

The lord of partisan and golden boot— 

All whom thou recognisest of I fan/' 

The iraniim host defiled between two moantains^ 
And wimt with golden helm and golden shield. 

With golden ax and golden partisan, 

Thou wouldsL have said: '' Xo geld is l^ft unmmoda 
A cloud hath risen and famed jewelry I “ 

V, Bof The roar of kettledrums along tho pass 

ASraye<i the vuUuros os they Hew overhead. 

While thirty thousand sword and buckler men 
Marched bravely on in all points dight for war* 

Now when Tiikhilr had scanned tho host, the prince 
Began tu queaLieo him. That expert answered v -— 

*^1 will clear up what is nhseura to thee; 

Know that yon flag charged with an elephant^ 
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Tho^ horBOiuan, And thosA blue steel scinntAiB^ 

Belong U> noble Tiis the genorAl— 

A bad opponent when he seeketh vengeanoa 
Behind him m nnothor standanl bearing 
A btii^ing mn t *tb that of Fnril>nrz, 

Son of Kaus, a general, thino unolo, 

A man of Grace and purpose. Next to him 
There h a mighty flag, it a charge a moon, 

With friany vaEant warriors. The chief 
Call Gustaham the son of Gazhtlaham, 

Whom no two-headed dart or elub aflhiyeth. 

Next yon toll flag charged with an onager^ 

Encoiu passed by a hand of warriors, 

Is OTer Zanga son of Shdwanin, 

Whose troop are mighty men. The flag behind 
That hath a moon on red, mlh mnsk-black fringes, 

Belongeth to Gfv's son Btzhan who spurtoth 
Blood to the sky. The flag chai^eti with a tiger— 

One that would make a mighty lion burst, 

And, ihou woiddst say^ is leaping from its field— 

Ih home by brave Shfd^h, while that behind him, 

^^^lose blazon b a wild boar, ^ One to bring/ 

As that wouldst say/the heaveus to the shcora/ 

Fertaineth to a brave chief hight Giiniya. 

Who ccunteth it but sprt to fight a Hon, 

The next flag blazoned with a buflhlo^ 

With cavaliers bchiod and chiefs In front, 

Is famcfl Farhad's, the choicest of the chiefs: 

Thou wouldest say: " HLa stature is sky-high/ 

The banner with a wolf for its device v+ Sqa 

Betokmeth the valiant chieftain Gfv. 

The bamicr with the Uoq ivrought in gold 
Is floating o'er Giidarx son of KishwiVd. 

The streaming standard blazfmed with a pard 
Precedeth proud, ImprioiiB Eifvnfz. 

The banner that is charged with a gazelle 
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BelongQth to Naatuh mn of Cnidarz, 

And to hb ttoqpg; that wicli tho moimtain-Bheop 
Pertaiootb to anolhor 8 on~BahrHmK 
They all are lion-mon—bravo cavidiors; 

To nariio e^eh one tecHoufi:' 

Thus he told 

The blazons of the cblefa to prince Fardel ^ 

Who viewed all, great and finiall His heart grew gkd, 
His cheek fluBhed/ and ho spako thus to TiikhiVr:— 

” Wo shall take vongeanco for my idro with oaao! 

I Will ml leave in Chfn or in Mdohin 
A cavalier, when battling for revenger 
But catch the Drtigon * and reduce their tbrono 
To straits*" 

Now when the fMnians had descried 
Fanid upon the mountain with Tukhar, 

Tds the commander was mcensod, and caused 
The drums and elephants to halt* Ho said — 

V. 8 oj We need an enterprising cavalier 

To hasten to the mountain-top to learn 
Who thcsei two wardors are and wherefore there. 

If they be outs let him b^tow on them 

Two hundred lashes on their headsr if foes 

Bind them and drag them hithm' faces downward; 

If they be slain still let hltu drag thcui hither 
Along the dust and havo no fear of any, 

While if they shall prove apieSp who want to take 
The number of our forces secretly* 

Let him cleave bath asunder on the spotj 
Then fling them down the mountain and return; 

But if a countless host be ambushed there* 

Whereof a straggling few have showm themselves* 

Let him return and give the intelligonco 

To UB forthwith, and wo will drive them thence.^ 


* BeRiltng w£Lh P, 
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§ >3 

/loip Bahrdm FiirUd wpon the Mi^untatK 

Bahrum son of Giidarz said to the chief:— 

■" 'nils matter shall not bo concealed from us, 

I will go forth to do as thou bast aaid. 

And Bcalo the monDtain-top." 

He struck his steed, 

And went full of sunn iso toward the height. 

Fariid said to Tukhdr; ^ Who is thia man 
That cometh hither with siioh insoknoe? 

Good sooth 1 he taketh no account of ub 
A t all, hut cometh up the s^oep apace! 

He rideth a bay ohorger with a insso 
Hupg in his saddle-straps/" 

The counselloi- 

Rcplied r ^ He is not one to treat with rudeness. 

I know him not hy token or by nariie, 

But take liim for a kinsman of Gudarss. 

When Kai Khusmu departed from Tunln 
Ho took a helmet of AfrisiyAb's; ^ 

It is inethinkcth on that horseman's head, 

And he hath royal mail to correspond. 

He must be of the kindred of Gtidarz ; 

So let us ope our Ups and question him,” 

Bahnim, when he came nearer to the ereet, 

Cried as a cloud might thundor: Who art thou 
Upon the mountain-top ? Dost thou not see 
"Yon countless host, or hear their olamonring 
And din of drums I Or art thou not afraid 
Of Ids their watchful leader f-' 

Then the prince:— 

**Thou waet not mdoly treated: bo not rude. 

Gojxl words, 0 veteran I Let no harsh challenge 
Pollute thy Hpa* Thou art no warlike lion, 

* Sw Vo3. iJ. J77, 
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And I am not a deseruonog^r; 

Wg arc not to ba troatod in thia faBbion^ 

Thou an in no waj my superior 

In courage or in uianlintiss or atrongtbp 

A^Tiilo aa for liGfltl, foot, Land, heart, brainy and wita» 

Tongue spooking fluenliy and oyos and ear*— 

See if I too possess them and, if so^ 

Forbear to threaten in thy fooliahneas. 

If thou wilt answer 1 will ask thee somewhat. 

And shall rejoice if thou advbe me weUJ* 

BahrAm said l Ask away! Thou art in hearen 
And I am on the earth." 

*‘\Vho is your leadetp" 
Inquired Fanhlp " and wherefore make yo war I"* 
Bahrdm said: " Tus ia leader for ho hath 
The drums and Kawa^s flag* Of warriora 
There aro GiidarZp Rulihimp and Gfv^ Shiduahp 
GurgiUp Farhad the valiant, Gusiahamp 
With Zanga son of ShAwarAn, and chief 
Of all the clan of fight ing-^raen—Guraza,^* 

Fanid returned: " Why nam'st thou not Bahnim, 
And leaves t thus the matter ineompletcf 
V- S05 In him of aU the offspring of Gddara 

We moat rojoieop and yet thou nam'st him not!" 

BahrAm replied to him: '* 0 Uon-nian! 

Who spake to thoo in such wise of Bahnim I '* 

Farud said; ** From my mother heard I of him* 

She said to me; ' Now when the host approaebeth 
Meet it and summon forth BahrAmf and also 
A noble, Zanga son of Sha warAn, 

Because they are thy father's foster-brothers, • 

And thou mayst well inquire for news of them/ 

Then thus Bahratn: O fortune's favourito I 
So thou art Fruit of that Imperial Tree \ 

Thou art Fariid, young prince 1 Live long and happy I " 
He answered s " Yea, I am indeed Farud t 
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The fallcD Cypnjsa hath put forth a Shoot." 

B&hrim rqjoined: " Display to mo thy peison, 
Displuy Uj mo the mark of SiyAHiish." > 

Thereat Fariid ahowod to Bahrim his arjii. 

A mole of ambergris on rosy fl$ah 
Was thera^ pictura such as none on earth 
Could skill to limn with conipasssH from Chi'n. 
Babnim perceived: “Ho comoth from Kubdtl 
Through Siyfiwuahthen blessed him, did obeisance, 
^d sealed the lofty steep. The prince dismounted, 
Sat on a rock, rejoicing, and thus said 
" Exalted, shrewd, and Lion of the fight! 

Wore luy two eyes to sec my sire alive 
In aooth it would nut bo a greater joy 
To mo Lhoiii to behold thee glad and happy. 
Accomplished, Wiuy, and a paladin, 

I CEune upon this mountain-top to ask 
About the heroes of tho InSnian host. 

And leam who are their chief and men of name. 

I will pio^-ido A feast such a.t 1 can, 

^Vill entertain their paladin with joy, 

Give many gifts of hDrses, maces, bells. 

And flcimitars, then march forth scared of heart 
Before the host against Tiinia for vengeance. 

The ijucst behtteth me who am fierce fire 
When mounted on my saddle in tho combat. 

Bo pleased to ask the paladin to come 

Wth glad heart to tho njoiintain, there to spend 

A week that we may well advise togetber. 

oighth day, when the tymbal aoundcth, 

And Tiis the general mouoteth on bis steed, 

I will make rWy to avenge my fathort 
And, tn the anguish of my heart, provide 
A confijot which shall teach the warrior-lion, 

1 8in,a»r]jf Gi, to •« Mjtb nsrk of X»i Kbiuno, 

vftL JL p, ^ 1 . 
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Wtile vultures' feathers testify aloft, 

That 'liH no common nohlo of the irvorld 
Who girdoth him for vengeanco mieh as this." 

BahrAm rapUed; *'0 prince young and accomplished. 
And vslionl cavalier I I will report 
Thy words to Tds, and kias his band while 
Coruplianec, Still our ohieftain ia not wise. 

His hciMl and brains brook not good counselling. 

He ia accompliBhed, rich, and nobly bom. 

But nameth not the Shjih. When Glv brought 
home 

That glorious one, Td» was provoked with him, 

Gudarz, and Giv, supported Faribur;^ 

And said: ' 1 am descended from. Naudnr; 

The kingship of the world ia tightly mine.’ 

. Sur He very well may disregard iny werdH, 

And m his anger quarrel with myself. 

If ony one bu t 1 shall como to thoo 

Let him not look upon thy hood and helmet. 

Tiis said to me: ' See who is on the summit. 

Bat ask him net what lie is doing there. 

To talk with sword and maoo will Iw enough, 

For why should any one bo there to-day t " 

WTien he is calm I will return to thee 
With good news and conduct thee to onr host, 

Kej Dicing ; but if any one approach 
Eaccpi myaelf put little faith in him, 

Kfare than a single horseman will not coma 
To thee. Ruch ia our noble Icader'a rule. 

Conrider wall what is the wisest courao. , 

Take rofiige in the hold end quit this spot." 

Fanid took from his belt a turquoise mace 
With golden haft. “ Accept of this," he said. 

’■ A keepsake from me; it will prove of sorvioa.. 

If Tus the general be well-disposed 

Wo will have merry hearts and great content. 
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And I will funviuh furl-henstlieT thlnga. 

StoGds, soils, gold, crowns, and royal sigDet-rings." 


§ U 

Hofr Ha^rdm trvni T4t 

Baibnlm returning said to TOs: " May wiednru 
And thy pura squI !>a luj^ees t Thh i« Fanith 
Th0 son of guiltless, murdered Siyawush I 
Ho showed to me the mark whieh all the race 
Inherit from Kdiis and Kai Knbtld." 

The overbearing general replied:— 

** The host, the trumpets, and the drums are iiime^ 
My words to thoo were: * liring tho man to mo. 
Ask him no questions/' If he be a king 
Who then am I, and whore fore am I here 
With this array ? A man of Turkman moe^ 

Like some black raven on the mountain there, 
la hmdoring the progreas of the troops 1 
Among tbo froward ofTspiing of Gddarjc 
I can see naught but mUohief to the host. 

Thou woftt afraid of one unskilful horseman' 

It waj£ no savage Lion on the height. 

He flziw our host, and dupd thee. Thou ho&t g(jne 
Both up and down for naught T Then to the chiefs 
" O men of name and skyeirs of tho foe 1 
I need some noble and aspiring man 
To faoo the height and Turkman, to behead him, 
And bring hia head to me before the host." 

HfvniJ? g^t up his loins for that eneoiinter, 

W^hich cost his Ufe. Then said Bahrim to Tiis:_ 

* 0 paladb I sLain not ihy lioul so rashly, 
flovare the Buler of the sun and moon; 

Hespeot the Shah, for yonder is his kinsman^ 

A famous boreeinun and a warrior * 

35447 


jj THE SHAHHAMA of FIFDAVSi 

And oven if a hundrixl cavaliere 
Should go against him to the mountain-top 
They would not ’scape his cltitohcs with their lives: 
Thou wilt but bring gisd hearts to misery* 

This angered Tiifl, who would not be advisedf 
But bade some ohiefe to hesteii to the mountain, 
And many valiant men rushed forth and raised 
Their heatls to make au onslaught on Fartd, 

But ‘‘Hold not,” thus spake brave Bahnlm to them, 
“ This matter lightly ^ ho eu yonder height 
Is of Khusrairs own kin, one hair of whom 
Is better thou a hundred paladins. 

He that ne’er saw the face of Siyilwusb 
Will find repose in gazing on hia son," 

Now when Bahnim told of Fartid the men 
That had sot forth retraced their steps again. 
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Halt ^itnh im * J'anfof 

Then for the second time the son-in-law 

Of T6s came forth—the laughing-stock of heaven— 

And left the road that leadotli to Chnraiu 

For Mount Sapad, bis fierce heart set on outrage. 

Fardd descried him from the mountain-top, 

And. drawing from its case his royal bow, 

Said toTukbAr the veteran: "Tils hath spumed 
The message, for a horseman not Bahriui 
Hath come! My heart ia confident but heavy. 

See if thou const remember who he is. 

Why is he elad in mail from head to foot?' 

Tukhar replied: “ A valiant cavalier, 

Bivulz by name. He is an only son 
With forty sisters like the jocund spring. 

He IB uaflcrupalous, sly* plausible^ 
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Accompliahedp young, md aou-m-kw to Tiia.” 

Farutl retuined; Such talk k not for war-time. 

If ho approach for combat. I will aend him 
To deep upon hie aifiicra' fikirtR. If meroly 
Mine arrow mako him foal iu wind in pAseing, 

And he surviveth, hold me not a toaii- 

Wliicli ahull niino arrow slay—rtho horse or rider ? 

How sajcBb thou, 0 voieran Tukhiir f ” 

Tukhar replied: ^'Thq time for strife hath coiiie^* 
Looso at the man j perchance the heart of Tiis 
May be perturbed for him, Tua knoweth not 
Thy resolution for thou sough lest peace; 

If he attackoth thee in wanton ness 

Ho will but bring disgrace upon thy brother." 

When sword in hand drew mgh, Fardd 

Strung his encrod bow, shot down a poplar ahaft. 

And pinned the Human helmet to the head 

Of him that came. He fell. His fleet steed left him. 

Blvniz came headlong to the dunt. When Tub, 

The genoralp beheld this from Mayam 
The mountain disappeared baroFO bia eyes! 

Now wisdom hath a saw in this regard:— 

" Man's ovil nature is its own reward/* 
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/faip Zard^ wa* ^lata ^ 

Then Tils said to ZacAsp; '^Let thy heart flame 
As *twere Azargj^bai^p, doa horsemen's armour, 
And take good hoed of ibine own lifo and penkm. 
Thou mayst perchance avenge this noble chief. 
Or if not I myself will seek for vengeance."* 
ZarAsp departcfl and assumed bis helm. 

With vengeful heart and windy pale he wont 

^ TtUiiried from C. 
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Towiini Silount S&pfld, liko some fioraep vengeful lion, 
gii And sealc^l tbo inoiiiitaiii, with uplifted headp 

Loud shoutSp fierce gesturefl* and impetuous heart. 
Fardd, that raging Lion, told Tukhar:— 

" Another challenger ia on hia w^ay; 

See now who this itinian horsoiuon is 
That comoth galloping upon the mountain.” 

Tukhar declared at once: “ It is the son 
Of Tilflp by name Zani^pp who whooleth not 
His charger from an elephant of war. 

His sister was the censort of HiVtifst. 

* Tins atholing hath come for veagcaiico too I 
As soon as he ean see tliino arm and casque 
Lot loose a poplar shaft that he may come 
Down from his charger headlong to the dusU 
Sure am I that the heart of Tiia wUl be 
As Twere a leaf in winter at hb death, 

Ajid that insensate chief will understand 
That we are not here to be sport for him/' 

When in the sight of all the f ninian host 
Zarasp drew near upon the mountain-top, 

The valoroua Farted uiged on hia charger,^ 

Shot at Zantsp and pinEied him through the mail 
And loinfl against the saddle* His Bpirii flsjnod 
, Upon the poinL He fell. His windfoot steed 
Abandoned him and galloped back full speed* 


I 17 

Jlew idih FarM 

A shout ascended from the Iranian host+ 

And all tBe warrloTS put on thcLf holms. 

Tiis wilh a full lioart nad with weopiiig eye# 
Donued hla cuirass in hssto. Ho greatly mourned 
Those gslLmt chiei's and trembled like a loaf. 
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Ho mounted on his s^ildlo and appeared 
Ais ^twere tbo mouiiiain-mu^s that n:teD up pile 
Up>n thfl back of Justy elepboots, 

And turned ins ckargor^s roius toward Fanid 
VVith heart rorengefut and with hoad a-fume. 

Tukhs'ir the spokesman Sidd: A Mountain oometh 
III fury toward Lho hoighh ’Tis Tils the chierE 
Contend not with the veteran CroesHljlo, 

Seouro thee in tbo hold and wait ua fortune. 

Expect no inerryjnikko ainoo than hast slain 
Alike bh soti and EKHi’in-law in battle.^ 

TJio youajf Fanid, wroth with Tuklnir, replied;— 

When war and strife confront m what care I 
For Tua or olephjint or mighty liuiip 
For warrior-leopard or for tiger? These 
But g^ive A man the heart to light, atnl servo not 
To scatter earth tipon the raging fire,” 

Then said Tukhilr the iriueh-experienecd; ^ Kings 
i^ospiso not counfieh Iron though thou bo, 

And able to uproot a mount of flintp 
Yet art thou but a single cavalier; 

And thirty thousand warriors of Inin 
Will come against thee to the mountain-top, 

No strongdiold will l>e left here, atone or dustj 
They will aweep all jiWay, and furtberinofo 
If evil by this tueans Bhall come to Tus 
His downfall will cause sorrow to Khusrau, 

And so defeat the vengeance for iby sire— 

A broach which nevermore wilt be repAijed. 

Why combat with a Lbn in thy rage ? 

Go to the hold and light not foolishly.” 

This, which he should have spoken at the first. 

He left unsaid till then ; bo in Farad 
All through this worthless, fi>olish minister 
Resulted battle and the I™ of iifc^ 

The youth had eighty moon-hLccd female slaves 


I 
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At hc>m^ who stood upon tho roof to wAtch him, 

Aiul bubbled oeoAclessilj, He could not brook 
The thought of e retreat before tbeir eyee, 

But raised bis reins and rushing on like wind 
Set to bis string Another poplar shaft; 

But first Tnkhur said: " if thou meanest £gbt^ 

The best for cheep or else thou mayest not conquer 
The noble Tiis^ will bo to overthrow 
His steed, for monarchs do not war afootp 
However much they may bo put to it; 

Besides ouo wooden arrow from a bow 
Will never sot a period to his life, 

And when the general shall roach tho summit 
His warriors will follow, and thou hast not 
The power to oppose; thou hast not looked 
HLs arrows in the face."^ 

Tho youth attended 

To what Tukh 4 r said, strung hia bow^ and shot. 

The poplar arrow struck the goncrars steed— 

A bow-shot worthy of a cavalier— 

The charger came doa^n headlong lutd expired 
While Ttis both raged and blustered. Ho rotumed 
To campp his buckler hanging from his neckp 
On foot, all dustyp and distraught in mind, 

Fanid tho while with gibes pursuing him 
What ailed tho noble paladin, and how 
Will ho proceed amid the ranks of war 
Who cannot fight a singlo horseman hero ?" 

Tho womon-slaves began to laugh, and sent 
Their peak of laughter through the sky. They cried:— 
" The old man staggereth down the mountain-slopep 
Adrighted at the arrows of a youth 1 

When Tus deccended from tho height the chiefii. 
Full of coacom, approached him, did obeisance. 

And said; ^ 0 fanious paliidin of earth 1 
Whftl can bo hotter than thy safe return ? 
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Wo fiOTo no oAuse to Uthe otir cheeks in teais," 
Tho nobJe G(v was grievous Ijr diBlressod 
Because tho Talinnt general had coni a back 
Afoot, and said; -'This jouth wceedoth bounds 
In turning thus our ohieftains' /ross pale! 

\^^at though ho be a king and wearcth enrringB. 
la he Ld fl&ut so |^oat a host os this ? 

It is not right that wo shouJd ocqniosdc 
In his pretonsioDH thus, if Tiia dispUjed 
Some hastiness, FarUd hath filled the world 
With tumult. Wo would die for Siydwtishr 
Hut wo niuBt not fo^ot this it]Jijr^« 

Fajiid h^th given to tho wiorls Zant^p, 

That noble oavolier sprung from Naudar i 
The body of Rivnfr is drowned in blood I 
What further shAme is oiira I Fanld, though he 
Jamshid's own son^ Ktibdd s own miirrow^ be. 
Hath mode a new departure witlesaly," 
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Hour Giv /ouffht vrih Faf'^d 

Giv spake, armed in hot heate, and oame forth proudly 
Like wild sheep on the mountain. Seeing him 
Farud heaved from his brakst a chilly jngh, 

And said: ^Thb worrior-hoat rliscemeth not 
Between uphill and downl Booh cotnhatont 

Is braver than the last—tho erowti of hosts_ 

But wit is leoking in their paladin; 

A witless heiid is like a souJleES body. 

I fear mo they will fail in their revenge 
Unleas Khiisrau hiniaelf invade TUrdti j 
Then back to book will w e avenge our sire, 

And haply get our fees within our etutebes. 

Now tell me who this noble hoisemon is^ 
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Whoso hand iind brand will shortly ask for tmm V' 
Thereat TukhAr glanced at the plain bolow. 

And said to him: “ It is the raging Dmgon, 

Whose neeaings make binlti loppLu from the air. 

Who put Piiiiiii thy grandsirc's hands in bonds, 

And brake two Turkman ho^tal ^ Ho hath unfathered 
Fall many a Uttla child. Hb foot hath bcon 
On many a river, mount, and wddertie&i. 

Full many a father too hath Ue imsonned. 

And treadeth underfoot the lion's neck 
Twaa h« that liare thy btoLlior to Inin, 

And crossed Jihun although ho saw no boat® 

They call him Giv—a very Elophant 
Or river Nile upon the day of battle. 

When thou shidt set thy thumbstall to the: bow-string 
Thy poplar arrow will not pierco bis malh 
because he woarelh that uf Siy/iwush; ® 

So draw^ thy bow and lot the arrow fly 

Against his steed. 1’ho great beast may be woimdetlp 

And Giv the rider may return afoot 

With shield on neck as did their general" 

The brave prince bent his bow until the top 
Was at hb shoulder, shot, and struck Giv's charger 
Upon the breast, Glv came devm and retreated 
Then from the battlements of Mount Sapad 
A shout Toso. Gfv's brain shrank before the Jeers, 

But all the mighty men approached him, saying:— 

*' Praise be to God, exalted warrior t 
Because the horse Is hurt and thou art not, 

Nor art then captured but can'st go again*" 

Bizban tho warrior came to Giv like wind* 

And uttered words most unacceptable :^—* 

V 8i6 " My father—lion-quelling paladin, 

Whose might is greater than an elephant^s I 

* M p. 191. 

^ HaacUag with P. 
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(lid A fiiogla horareiiina thy bnck t 
Thy himd was wont t& be tho Iiobtl of fight, 

But now bocau^G a Turkman shot thy steed 
Thou wcntest roelmg like a dnmkcn man ['* 

Gfv answered Baying: Since my horse was wounded 
I Bhould have forfeited my life to him 
I Him ed lately." 

He ^pake id savage toncA, 

Which when Bfzhau perceived he showed bis back, 

And Giv in fury at bin lovity 

Laahed at Bi^shati^K boad with a rid mg'whip. 

And said: ‘" Did no one ever te>acb thee tbis— 

Thai ciroiimspeetion Is. ref|uirod in war ? 

Thou hast DO wbdoin, providence, or brains, 

And may ho cease to bo L^^lL nurliired thmJ' 

BikIiah waa pained because hk siro was wroth, 

And swore an oath beforo the Almighty Judge:_ 

** I wdll noL tako tbe ^^iddle ulf my steed 
Until I have avenged Zanhip or perished " 

Doparl ing with a heart oppressed by care. 

And head all vengeance, unto Ciustaham 

He spake ihuB; ** Let nio have a steed of thine_ 

A handy one, such as will climb with cfise 
riio mountain-side—so that 1 may Assume 
My mail that one of laa iiiiiy seem a man. 

A TiirkffiDD hath ascended to the heights. 

So as to draw the eyes of all the host. 

And I desire to go and fight with him 
Because my hoiiI h darkened by hb deeds.'' 

But GiLstaham i '*This is not well Climb not 
Tlie heigh t so rash ly I hon ive h ave to march 

The world will he all ups and downs and waste, 

Now of my horses fit to carry armour 
I have but two remaining, and if ho 
Destroy one 1 shall not obtain another 
To take its place iu action* strength, and size. 
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world-lord—with RfvoiK, imd Td»p 
Who holdeth all ilw world of no aqoonnt. 

And thine own ssiro, that hunter of lierco UonSp 
Who rookuth not how heaven'^ wheel maj turn^ 

Have all retreated from htm with eoro hearts ^ 

Xono made a %ht against that Mount of Flints 
Would that wo had a vulture’s wings or eagle's, 

For none will get insido tho hold afoot 1 

Blzhan replied to him : '' Brciak not my heart, 

Break not niino arms and ahoidden? too just now, 

For 1 Imve sworn a great oath by the mooni 

The world's J udgo, and the Shdh^ own diadem^ * 

That if I am not slain I wUl not ride 

Back from the mountain hut avenge Zanisp/' j 

Then Qustaharn replied t ^ This is not good, 

For wisdom doth not recognise such fierceness.'" j 

Ei^han responded: f will go afoot^ 1 

And so avenge Zarusp; £ need no horse." ’J 

Then answered QuBtaham; “ I would not have j 

A single hair to perish from thy head ; ■ J 

And if 1 had a hundred thousand steeds, ^ 

Whoso manes and tails wore full of royal geins^ j 

I would not keep them or my treasure, life, ] 

Or iron mace or falchion back from thea 
Go thou, inspect my horses each hi turn, | 

And take whichever of them thou preferrest. l| 

Bid that be saddled. If Tis slain so bo it/' j 

Ho had one charger that wo^ like a wolf , 

Long in the barrel, tall, and spirited; ^ 

They mailed it for the brave, ytjung atheling* 1 

Giv, mindful of Farud's deeds, fninod at heart I 

Thereat, then sent and summoned Gustaham, j 

And uttered many a saw concerning youth* 


V. SiS He sent Bizhan the mail of Siyawneh, 

Besides a royal helmet of his own. 

When GuBtabain had brought the mail Bfzhan 
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Incased bimself as quick as dust and went 
To Maimt SftpAfi ns ono on Toagoanee bent^ 
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How Bhhiiit fmitjM mth I\iru4 

Fftn'id said to Tukhjir: " AnothQr chief 
HAth Camel Look forth, sea who bo is, and who 
Will waop for hi m/ *’ 

lliaL ztian of wonk replied i— 
" Tliero m not ono to match Iiim m frAn, 

For he Ie sod find a valiant hero 
Victorious like a lion in all eoiiibiitSi 
Gir hath no other son, and this is dearer 
To him than life and wealth. DirocE thy hand 
Against the Bleed, and break not ihe ShElh^s heart, 
fif^han too hath the nmiJ, and G^v hath linked 
The gorget of the holnn of Siyawiish 
Thereto. Thesis neither double-beaded dart 
Nor ah aft can pierce* Bfjshan may hght afooL 
Thou wilt not shine as his antagonist [ 

He graspeth, look I a sword of adamant.^' 

Fanid's shaft atnick the ohatger of Bfzhan: 

Thou woiildst have said: ” It had no lUk" It foil. 
And when Bfzhan had disengaged himself 
He made toward the summitv swortl in hand, 

And shouted: ** 0 thoti valiant caToher \ 

Setnain and see now how a Llan Sghteth^ 

And reahoe how heroes though unhorsed 
Will still advance to battle with the swords 
ITiou shalt behold it if thou wilt await mep 
For thou shalt never think of fighting more/’ 

Fardd alKive was angered ton because 
Bixhan wiihdrew not, and again that Lion 
Discharged a shaft, Bkbon the brave held up 
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Hia fihield above hLs hciul. The armw piorccd | 

The ahiekl but ttiiased the malL BfzhoB sped od, | 

Asd, when ho reaohod the summii, drew his swords | 

Farud the noble tarnod awny from him; 

The ramparts rang with cries; BiV^han pursued 

Apace, sharp sword in hand, and gashed the bards I 

Upon the noble steed which came to dust. 

Forud howbeit gained the costle-g&te. 

The garrison secured it with oil spee^l, . 

And Bhowored many stones down from the walls 
Upon Bazhan, who know that Hwos no spot « 

To loiter at, Ue cried * '' O famous one! 

Host thoU'—a warrior and cavalier— * \ 

Thus turned from one on foot and felt no shame ? 

Woe for the heart and bond of bravo Farud I " t 

He left the scene of combat, camo to Tiis^ < 

And said: ** To Bght so brave a warrior 
Would need a famous lion of tho dosertr i 

And if a tuount of flint should turn to water ' 

In atrifo with him the chieftnin need not marvel: ( 

Imagination bogglcth at such prowess 1" 

The gODoral Tds swore by the Lord of ail 
'' 1 will scud up this hold's dust to the sun. j 

To avenge beloved Zarosp tbe cavalier a 

I will attack without delay, will make ' 

This Turkman wretch a oorpo, and with hLi gore * 

Engrain the stones like coral to the core." 
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Now when tbe shining sun had disappeared. 
And dark night led its host across the sky, 
The daughter of Pfnin approached her son— 
Farud—'With aimous mind and aching heart, 
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And lay down near her darltrig^, but atJ ni^hl 
Hemained tho spouse of grief and tnisory. 

She dreamed that from tho lofty caatle mse 
A dame in front of him she io^od so weUt 
Illuniing Mount Sapad and biimiag all 
The caatio and the womcn-filaves. She woke 
In pain, her soul in luiguiah and dismay, 

Went out upon the wall and looking round 
Saw‘ all tho mountdn with mail and apears. 

Her cheek Hushed up anti fuming at the heart 
She haatoned to Fariid^ and cried to him s— 

** Awake from sluinlier> O uij sonj the stfUfn 
Am bringing down disaator on our headBl 
Tho mountain is all foea, the eostk-gato 
All apoftra ami mail i 

He said: " Why such to-do f 
If life is o'or for me, and thou eanst count not 
On further respite for mo, mine own tire 
WaA slain in youth, my life ia wrecked Uke hk 
Gurwfa hand put a period to his days^ 

And now BEzban U ejigor for my deutli j 
Yet w ill T struggle* perkb wrotohcdly* 

And not ask quarter of the InLniaits**' 

He gavo out mail and imce^ to the troops^ 

He placed a splendid helm upon his head* 

And with a Hum an breastplate girt about him 
Came w‘ith a rojal bow grasped in his hand. 

Now when the shining sun tiis|]ilayed its faee, 

And proudly mounted to the vault of heaven, 

Tho war-cries of the chieftains rose on jjl sides, 

While massive maces whirled amid the dki 
Of clarions, tymbals, pipes, and Indian belk 
Fonid descended from tho castle-nun parts 
With alJ his gallant Turkmans. Through the dust 
Raised by the horsemen, and the feathei^ shafUi, 

The mountain-top was like a sea of pitch 4 
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There was do IctoI ground or room lo light; 

The rockii and stones played havoe with the steoda. 
While shouts aaeended as the armies stroTe. 

Tiis ready armed for battle, grasping shield 
And trenchant falchion, led the way in person. 
Escorteil by the chieftains of the host 
Afoot. Thus they attacked till noon was high, 

And then the troops of brave Farild were tliinned. 

'fhe hills and Yalloys Lari been lilled with slain, 

The youth’s good fortune bad abandoned him* 

The Ir&nions marvelled at him, none had seen 
So fierce a Lion, hut as battle pressed him 
He sftw his fortune adverse; of the Turkmans 
No cavalier remained with him he fought 
V. Ssi Alone; he turned and fled down toward the hold. 
Ruhhim sought with Bfzhan to intercept him: 

They charged him from above and froui below. 

^Vhon on the lower ground Bizhtui appeared, 

With stirrups firmly pressed and reins held loose, 

The youth espied the helm, drew out bis mace. 

And went like some fieteo lion at hie foe, 

Not knowing what the vaulted sky decreed. 

Ho thought to strike Bfehan upon the head. 

And smash both head and helmet with one buffcL 
Bizhan was staggered by the young man’s stroke, 

And lost both sense and power. Ruhham behind 
Saw this and shouted, clutched his Indian sword, 

And struck the lion-in an upon the shoulder; 

His hand fell iisoksa. Wounded he cried out. 

And urged his steed which, as he neared the hold. 
Bizban came up and houghed. Farud himBolf 
Afoot with certain of his fnUowcra, 

Thus stricken in iho baitlos of the brave. 

Reached and secured with speed the castle-gate. 

Woe for the heart and name of brave Farud I 

His mother and the slaves drew near, embraced him. 
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And ftfidly laid him <sn his ivoiy throve: 

His diiy, his sshsod fbr tho wtfro otcf, 

Hia mother and tlm femala slares plucked put 
Thp seen cod iiesseu of tlioir nmsky hair, 

WhDp the belovod Fardd pluckod out thetr t 
The ihrono strewn with hoirp the bouse aJI 
flomw. 

Then with h fa.hit glance and a stgh ho tiimod 
Toward his mother and the and saidp 

With one lost edbit to nncloso his lips : _ 

** It La no raanrol that ye pluck your hair; 

The trADions will conio with girded loins 
To sack the hold and make my slove-girb copti¥e. 

Make castle, castle-wall, and rampart waste. 

Lot ail whoso hearts and cheeks bum for my life 
Go fling thciDselvco down from iho battlcmetita 
That noDO may ho the portion of Bazhan. 

I follow soon because ho sovoretb 
My blameless life and is, in this my day 
Of youth, my death."* 

He spoke, his oheoks grow wan, 
His spirit soared away 'mid grief and anguish* 

As "twore a oetijurer this dnmken sky 

Doluduth ix& with tricks—threescore and tea-_ 

At w^biles employiiig blast or cloud and then 
The sword or dagger or the agency 
Of some unworthy wight. At whiles to one 
PltiDgod in caliuniiy 'twill grant relief 
At whiles idiot crown, treasury, and throne, 

At whiles ehoia, dungoonp bitterness, and grief 1 
Man must accept his lot whato'er it be; 

Mine own aflliction U my poverty, 

Tho limn of wisdom, had he died at birth, 

Had suffered not tho beat and cold of earthy 
Biitp living after birth, hath wont and atross^ 

CoDflUroined to w'cep a life of wretohedaesa. 

Vi)U nr. E 
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Woo for hlA hoJirt. his usanco. and iotenU! 

His pillow is the dust in all ovonts. | 

§ 21 

Hifti- Jatii'a herttlj , 

Now whon in failure thiifl bad passed away 
Fariid, tho liaploss and i^lorioua son 

Of SiyAwush, tha slavc-sirls ficalod tho roof. 

And dashed them to the ground, Jftrira kmdloti 
A pyre and burned the treasures. Sword in band 
She locked the stable of tbo Arab steeds. 

Hamstrung, and ripped tbom up. All blowl an 
sweat 

She sought the couob of glorious Farud, 

Upon whoso ooTarlet a dagger lay. 

And. having pressed her cheeks upon his face. 

Ripped up herself and died upon bis breast. 

The (uiniaus forced the portal of the hold, _ 

Prepared for pill aging, but wbon Bahnini 
Approachefl those walls his heart was rent with sorrow. 

Ho sought tho couoh of glorious Fardd, 

With cheeks all tears and heart a-fnine, and thus 
Addressed the IrAnians: « Hero is one by for 
More wretched and dishonoured than his sire, | 

For SiyAwush did not destroy his siavos, " 

Nor was his mother slain npm liis couch, j 

Though round him likewise all his palace flamed. 

And all his homo and goods wore raaed and humed- ) 
Still heaven’s hamls are long enough to reach # 

The wicked, and it tnmetb not in love j 

O’er men nnjiisl. Shall ye not shame befera | 

HbuErau who, charging Tils so earnestly, j 

Sent you to take revenge for Siyawush, j 

And gave you much advice and parting-oouiwel I , 

i 

i 

i 
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WhoQ hft fib all lifiar about his brothet k death 
Hu will out short respoct aufl elemencyp 
And for Kuhliaui and pafi:i>iaiinte 
The world will linvo but btUe pleasuro loft"' 

With that came Tits tho gciieral wiUi iho dniitLS 
Along tho roBfl that leadcth to Kabit, 

VV bile with him woro tho chiefs Gudarz and 
And thero withal a host of warriorH. 

The general marcbed along to Mount Sapad, 

Advancing swiftly and without rcniDrso; 

But when ho reached tlio throne where wrotchodlj' 

The por* slain man lay pilJowefI with bis mother, 

Whilo on one hand beside the pillow sat, 

All tears and wrath, Bahrain, and on the other^ 

With all tho Uien of battle crowding round 
About him^ ^aiiga mn of SMwardn, 

While troediko on the ivory tbmne the hero^ 

A moon in face, a teak Ln statiire, slept^ 

A Siyiiwush upn his throne of gold— 

With coat of mai l and hoi mot, mace and girtlJe^ 

While Gfv, Gijdarz, the other men of name 
And gallant chiefs, bewailed him bitterly, 

Then TAs pured out his heart's blood down his cheeks 
In anguish for Fardd and his owti son, 

While Gfv, Giidarz, and all the warriors 
With fiigba and tearn turned and upbraided him 
"Thy fury bcareth thee remorse as fniit: 

Dot the fieetls of fmy in the gaidetu 
Thus ID thy hafito and ftiry hast thou given t, 

A youLh ef Kaian Block with all his Gracep 
Hia filature, forrn^ and liearing to the wiiid> 

Hast given Zanisp, that chiDf sprung from Jfauda?p 
And given too—that vieCim of thy rage— 

Rfvnizl III form no bat h left naugfal undone I 
But parts and wisdmn in the passionato 
Aro like a sword that growoth blunt with jtist/" 
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Whilo ihuB they spake Tus wept; hbi rage and fury 
Abated; he replied; '* Froiri evil fortime 
No lack of toil and moil befjilloth man/' 

Uo gaTe clirectienB to bis moD to build 
Upon the moixn tain-top n rojal diamel 
Wherein they placed a throne of gold, the mail. 
Sword, mace, and girdle, then prepared the corpse. 
Requiring rosea, eomphorj uiiiak and wine. 

And with the camphor they embdined hia head^ 

HU body with rose-water, musk, and gums. 

They set him on the throne and left him there; 

That famed, accomplUhed, lida-hearted man 
Thus pasffod tkway. Beside the prince they set 
Rfvnf^ and great Zar^p, while Tus, with beard 
Like camphort shed a stream of team of blood. 

Tis al’waya thus [ However long wo stay 
Proud Elephant and Lion must away I 
The hearts of stoneand anvil quake with fear 
Of death; no root and leaf eseapo it here* 


§ 32 

How M ihi Hh*? to the KAsa Itud, and k&w 
PalAfhdn i^jt jflaia Bkhan 

Sar When Tds the general had made an end 

Of fighting with Fanid. and left the hoights. 

He halted at Oharam three days. The blare 
Of trumpets rose upon the fourth; then Tils 
Led forth the host and sounded pipe and tymbiJ, 
Whilo all the earth from mountain unto mountain 
Turned ebon. AVhatso Turkman troops ho saw 
He slew and flung them down upon the road, 

Left all the marches neither woof nor warp. 

And thus proceeded to tho Kasa rdd, 

WTiore he encamped the army i ad the earth 
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Was covenod by his tents. 

"Troops from friii 

Are at the KAsa rtid r Such tidings reached 
riinin, ami from tbe Turkinans there came forth 
Shrewd FalAaluia, a youthful warrior. 

The lead or of their hos t, to view the fa«, 

And CO tint the cnmp-eoclosuiefi and the flags. 

Within the lino# there was a rising ground 
On one side, and unoccupied by troops; 

There Gfv was sitting with Bfzhan, conrersing 
On matters great and small Appeared the flag 
Of Piilasbiiii, cotne from the Turkman host. 

Upon tho road, whereat the gallant Gfv 
Unsheathed hit airord. «1 will go forth," quoth he. 

■'Behead, or bring him captiro to our folk." 

B/ziion said: "Mao of name 1 tho ShAh bestowed 
A robe of honour on me for this end; 

According to his order I must gird 
Myself to fight the warrior PuLishiin.” 

" Haste not to battle with this savogo lion." 

Gfv answered. •' God forbid that thou shouldst fig-ht 
him. 

And straiten mine own day. A Lion he, 

This desert Is his feeding-ground, ho preyeth 
On none but warriors.” 

Bfshan replied — 

"OhI put me not to shame before the world-bid 
By speaking thus, but let mo hare the armour 
Of SiyAwuHln Be mine to hunt this Leopard." 

Then gallant G/v gave him the coat of mail 
Bfkhan, when he had mode the buckles fast. 

Bestrode a rapid chutgor, and redo off 
Upon the desert with a spear in hand. 

Now Paliishan, who bad brought down a deer, 

Was roasting some kabab upon a firo, 

And eutuig with his bow upon his arm. 
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Of men and mule peruihed^ None at last. 

F^ai^cmcd a cliAi^or When the eighth day came 
The Slid provail<^i tho earth was like a soa^ 

Tho troops were uiuistered, and Tvls spake of fight; 

Y. Sji Ha said ; ^‘The host hath suSotod greatly here; 

Tb well that we proesaed upon out maroh. 

Cursed be these fields aad feEs, all from Kalat 
And Mount Sapad down lo the Kajsa rQd ] 

Then froni the warrior-throng thus spake Bahru in:— 
" I needs must coll the general my mind 
Concerning this. Thou makest us keep silonoe I 
Thou Gghtest with tho son of Sijawush! 

I told thee: VDo not so: it is not right,' 

Sco what a loss hath followed and what Ui 
May yet confront thoo, for the buffalo 
Is still within iu hido E" 

"" Azargashonp 

Is not more famed than was Zarosp the brave ” 

Said Tds^ "nor was Fariid slain innocent, 

'Twas wiitLon thus, and what hikih boon hath been. 
Look through tho host and see whom thou const find 
Id eoimige and in aspect like Ilfvnii!, 

Through whom iny cup was fiUed with wine and milk* 
His form waa youthful but his words were sage. 

Now let us speak no further of the past, 

Or whether he was Justly slain or not; 

And since Glv took a present &oni the Shhh 
That he might set that mass of faggots biasing, 

Which now' is m the way, 'tb time to do it^ 

And light up heaven with the eondagratiun; 

Thus wo may gam a piis^go for the iroopi^ ” 

Gfv said to him: " Tins will not be a toili 
Or* if it bo, a tod not unrequited." 

• Bizhan was grieved i " 1 cannot giver he said, 
Consent to this. Thou rearedst me in stress 
And hardihood, without a chiding word: 
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It must not be thAt 1 a youth ait atill, T* Sj# 

While thou an old man girdeat up thy Ioiiia'^ 

Gfv said; ^ if j son I I took thia onterprke 
Upon my ehouldera; "tis the time for arms, 

Not for indulgeiK^ and dcoreplludo^ 

Bo not in dudgoon at my going, I 

Can burn a flinty moimLain with my broatli/' 

Ho passed the Kisa lud albeit with atross, 

The world for warp and woof had ioo and enow, 

And when ho reached the barricade of faggots 
Its length and breadth were more than he could tell l 
Uc Used a Javelm-poiiit to kindle Ere, 

Threw it upon the mass and burned the pile. 

For three weeks oonflagrationp wind* Aud smoke 
Allowed tjo passage through tho burning mass^ 

But when the fourth week came tlie army went 
Across the river for the lire was s|>ent 
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How Bafinim Mpitir^ K^btlfla 

Tils, when the host was musLerodp left the lire 
For Giravgari They march od in fair array^ 

Camped on the hills and plains^ took due precautions^ 
And hurried out tho scouts on every sidcu 
Tozhav the oavaher—one used to fight 
With lions—dwelt at Giravgord and kept 
The herds there, driving them from hiU to hilL 
News came; A host hath come forth from I rin: 

The cattle mutit be driven out of reaoh.*^ 

He sent a warrior with all dispateb 
To tell a herdsman of AfrAsiyib's— 

Kab6da hight^ an abKo mau withal^ 

And there was need for his ability;— 

" Depart at dork and keep thyself unseen; 


V. ^ 
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ObsHSrro bow bkrgo tlio fnimnix uriny ia. 

And AC» wbofle aro tbo i^timdEird» and tha 
My purpose ia to make a iiight-attaok, 

And fill tho mountam^ and ibo plains with blood"* 
When It was dark Kabiida drew anigb, 

Like some black tho army of fran. 

That night Bahram, whoso lasso snared the heads 
Of elephanu, waa on the outpost-guardj 
And^ when Kabuda'a ohargor neighed, Bahram 
Pricked up his oars, sat Jirnip and strung his bow j 
Then urged bis mighty charger from tho spot. 

Without a word ho lot an arrow dy^ 

Though darkness hid Kjibuda from his sight. 

And sinick tho royal herdsman on the belt; 

His face turned black; and fading from his steed 
Ho bogged for life, Bahrtim said: TeU me truly : 
Who sent thoe hither ? Whom wouldet thou attack P 
Kabuda said! ^ If thou wilt grant me quarter 
I wiJi reply to all thy questionmg! 

^ly master is Tayhiiv. 1 am his sorvaut^ 

And sent by him; so put me not to denth. 

And 1 will guide thee to bU dwolUag-ploce,” 
fiahrftm ropllod : " Know that Tazhiiv to me 
Is as a bullock to a rending lion.** 

He cut Kobuda's head off with a dagger. 

Secured it to his royal saddlc^straps^ 

Took it to camp and Hung it down in scorn 
As that of one unfamed, no cavalier 
To fight: 

Tho voice of chanticleer and lark 
AroROp and yet Kabiida came not back : 

Tii^hiiv the warrior wiis mi at heart, 

Aware that evil had befalton him; 

Then sutunxonod all the troops that wore about 
Available, aiKl promptly led them ouL 
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Noif! Uie /rdiium* /mt^ki tnih TashAr 

Now when the ftiin h^L set up on thfl pliun 

Its standard, and its sword hod turned the rear 

Of night to violet^ Ts^bav the obieftain 

Led forth his uion. Shouts from the iook-^out roached 

The Imnkns: From TArm a host hath couio 

To figbL Their loader ia a Crocodile 

With flag in hand.’" 

Then from the nobles Giv 
Went forth £<i him* eseortod by s troop 
Of vail Ant warriotfi, fiercely asked bis nsnio, 

And said: 0 fpver of the fray J hast cotno 

With such a force ns this to meet the claws 
Of Crocodiles ?” 

The bold TakIuIv replied t — 

'' A lusty heart and lion's claws nrti mine. 

Ta/Ji:iv am I, I fling down men And pluck 
The heads of valiant Lions from their trunks. 

By birth and worth 1 am Ininian, 

Sprung from the warriors and the Lions' seed. 

Now 1 am marchlord of the country round— 

A chosen chief, the king’s own son-in^Law.*' 

Gfv said 2 ** Nay say not so^ "twill dim thy gloiy. 
Would any leave fnin and sotllc here 
Unless he lived on blood or culoeynth f 
If thou art marchlord imA king's son-in-laT 
How is it that thou hast not mightier powers 7 
With such a band as this seek not the fray. 

Nor go with vehemence against the brave ^ 

For 1 who speak—a hem worshipful 

And fatuous—trample on the heads of marchlordA 

If thou with all thy troops will do my bidding, 

* And henee depart fnlnwattl to the 3hiih, 
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Go first of &11 lo Tds our gonoral^ 

Apply to bim, jmd hoarkoa to his words, 

I wilJ take care that thou shalt have a gift 
From him—goods> slaves^ imd Bteedi oaparisoned. 
This seometh well to mOp O prudent laiui! 

What fla/st thou ? Bhall I have to fight to-day 1 " 
Tazbjiv the traitor said : " 0 gallant oue I 
None ioworoih my flag. Now I have hero 
The tliTDixa and siguett horses, fiookSf and soldiers i 
Moreover in tnin no person dreameth 
Of snob a king as is AfrAsiydb, 

Slaves too have 1+ and herds of wind-foot steeds, 
Which wander over mountaLap vale, and plain. 

Look not upon my little band but me. 

And at the mace upon my saddle-boWp 
For I will maul thy troops to-day til] thou 
Kepeut thy coming.*' 

Then Bizhan oxelaimed:— 
famous chief—engrosser of the fight, 

Exalted and shrewd-hearted paladin 1 
In age thou art not as thou wast in youth. 

Why givest thou this couneol to ToKhiv ? 

Why so much love and amity for him f 
Our huiiness is to draw the sword and macOp 
And to cut out these peoples' hearts and brains,^* 
Ho urged his steed; tho battle-oiy went up; 
They laid upon their shoulders sword and mace, 

A cloud of murky dust rose iu tho midst 
So that the sun bocaioe invistble, 
i he world grew gloomy as a w'intar's cloudy 
And men beheld not ahinuig Ktar or moon. 

Bold Gfv who uaed to rob tho sky of lustre 
Was in tho midstp Bizhan tho doft of hand, 

Who dallied not in action, led the vatu 
Tazhdv, who wont to fight tho rending lion^ 

And wore his crowm, opposed them with Arashang 
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To help him and Miindtrf the Lion—^two 
Thftt wearied not of fight yet gat small fmit 
That daj, for bravo Ar^hang withdrew bimsolf, 

The ntoro jmrt of the Turkman troops were skin^ 

And fro ward fortune turned its bofld away. 

Ta^hny the valiaat fled* That famous LioDp 
Bfkliau, pursued him, shouting eagerly, 

And with a spear in hand. Thou wouldst have said:— V, 

It is a Tnaddenecl, roaring elephant!" 

One spear-blow struck Tazbav upon the waists 
And all his UistihcKxi departed from him* 

The man reeled, but the Human coat of mail 
Gave not, nor did the fastenings of it break. 

Hfzhan flung down his spear and made a clutoh, 

LLko leopartl springing at a mountain-sheep. 

And then, as ^con bindeth lark, snatched off 
That orown of groaL price which AfnMyab 
Had set upon his head, a crown that never 
Was ab^nt from his llioughts and from hla dreams^ 

Ho urged his steed toward the castle-gate, i 

Pursued thus by Bkhan at Ughtning-speed, ^ 

And, when be neared the castle^ Ispanwf 
Came wailing with her face suffused with tears. 

And cried out loudly to him; O v I 
Where are thy host, ihy mettle^ and thy might 
That thou fihouldst turu thy back upon mo thus. 

And leave me in this castle shamefully f 
Give mo a seat behind theo; lot me not 
Bo loH inside the eastle for the foo.^' 

The heart of proud Taahiiv was sot on firo. 

And his cheekj^ flamed. She mounted swift as wind 
Behind him on his steed and clasptd his walsi, 

He nished along like dust with Ispanwi; 

They inado toward The charger sped V. B37 

Awhile till man and beast were hoik fordone, 

And then Ta^hiv addressed hU hiindrnaid, saybgt— 
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O my fftir mate I hero i& a grieTOUs case I 
My charger h exhausted with this work, 

Foes are behiad, in front is a raTino, 

And though we taoo Bf^han same distance yet 
Still they will have their will of us at last; 

So os they are not enemioa to thee 
Remain behind whDe 1 urge on my horse*^ 

Then Japanwi alighted from the steed; 
TaahsiT's face was all teat^ at losing her. 

Yet sped he on to reach Afrju^iyilh, 

And all the while Bir,han was in pursuit, 

WTio when he spied the moon-fitced Ispanwf, 
Her musky hair descending to her feoL, 

Came to her, took her with all gentleness^ 

Made room for her behind him, and returned 
Toward the army of the paladin. 

Ho reached iho ontraneo of the tent of Tus^ 
Rejoicing, whence arose the sound of drums, 
Because Bfzhan, that horseman brave and wary^ 
Was eoming with hh quarry from the fight, 

Tds and the oMefs—those lovers of the fray— 
Then set theniselves to pillaging the hold. 

And aftervi-onl they went to seek the herds 
That roamed about the desert of Tiirdn. 

They took, as warriors arc wont, their lassos, 

And quickly furnished all the host with steeds, 
Willie in the palace whence TaKhay had fled 
Were Eeree Ininian horsemen lodged instead. 


I 

//eir A/rdxiydi* hwl TiWnyn of TtU antf Ai> Iloti 

w SjS Now when Tazha? with wet eyes and in dudgeon 
Came to tho presence of Afniaiyab 
He spake thus; "Tiis the general arrived. 
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And brought a host \nih trump and kettbdrum. 

While for PaKflhfin and other nobles. 

Their heada were brought dowD to tho dust in anguisb. 
The fooman iirod tho luarohes and the heJds, 
Destroying all the herds," 

Afnisijtib 

Was gnoTod thereat and sought a 
He spake thus to Pirau the son ef Wisa:— 

I bade tbee; ' Gather troops from every sidop^ 

But thou host loitered through old ago or sloth, 

Or disafteelion; inauy of our kin 

Are slain, and watchful fortune's face is from m; 

But now we may not tarry* for the world 
Hath grown strait oven to the vigilant r** 

Tlien all in haste P/riin the genonil 
Went from the presence of Afrjisiyjib, 

Called up the troops from all the provinces* 

Served arms out* paid the soldiers, and marched forth^ 
The frontier passed he gave each man his post, 

Tho right wing to Bdrmon and to Tnzhav— 

Two cavaliers whoso strength was that of lions_ 

The left wmg to the valiant Nastihon_ 

Ono in whose clutches lions were as lam bit 
The world was filled with blast of eUrions, 

And clang of cymbals and of Indian liells, 

Air was a bloKO of or, gules, and pnrpure 
With all the spears and divcrs-ooloured flags, 

While what with troops, sieeds, elephaats, and camels 
There was no passage left 'twiit sea and jiea. 

Piriizi wont forth in bosle. Afrasiyab 
Departed from his palace to tho plains. 

Anti numl>ered all the army man by man 

To flee how many noble warriora 

There were. Ho marie the toul five score thousand— 

All lion-men and wlelders of the awards 

Tlien bright and glad oft blessed Pirm, rim] * _ 
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"Thou Mtlest forth with joy to Tiotoiy; 

No'or may thina cyo boliold the bale of time." 

The army marched along troop after troop. 

No plain was visible or sea or hoightj 
Pinui commandeil: " Quit the accuKtomed route. 
Take the short road; iho fooman niust not hear 
Of these my noble and illustrious troops, ^ . 

So may I bring this great host like a mountain 
Down nnawarefi upon yon army's head," 

Ho sent intolligonoers out forthwith. 

And shrewdly sought to leam how matters stood i 
Then, stubbornly proceeding on his march, 
Advanced toward Giravgard prepared for battle, 

V. 840 The chiefs teportod what the spies announced 
■'Tiis the commander tarrieth where he was: 

No sound of drums hath risen from the troops, 

For all of them are drinking UiemBclves drunk. 
And wine is in their hands both day and night. 

Ha hath no mounted outpost on the road, 

Not recking of the army of TiirAti. 

Plrdn, when he hatl hcanl this, called tho chiefs, 
Spako unto them at large about the foe, 

And said thus: ‘'Never in the fight have wo 
Held such, a vantage o'er tho enemy t" 
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JAmp Pirdn m«dt a Nif^t-attaek on the Irdnian* 

Out of that noble host Pin'm made choice 
Of thirty thousand horse with scitnitans. 

Who marched at dead of night; no tymbol sounded, 
No trumpet blared, none niiHcd tlio battle‘Cry, 

Now when the wary chief led forth bis troops 
Seven leagues remained betwixt them and the foe. 
And first thoy came upon the ininiauti' herds 





KAt KHUSRAU 


Si 


At Iar]g:o upon tha dissert of Ttoki, 

Took many beMl^ and bora thorn off wltbal^— 

Miahap unparallelad I Hia ovorRoez^ 

And bordfiTnoD ware all slain, the inioians' forturio 
Had grown aypiao. Thonioo like a tniirky oloud 
Tho Turkmaiifi morchod upon the frdnian bo^i— 

All dnipkon and disposed in jj^jups unarmed ; 
Howbeit Gfv vtBs in his tent ^ortp 
Gt^darss the chiclbain soberi Then amae 
The war-ory with the omh of battle-axea^ 

And Gfv—that fight-ongrossor—was ^lEtoiind. 

There stood in front of bis pavilion 
A steed capari^ned in battle-gear. 

The gallant hero lioD'Iike arrayed 
Kis body in the mail of SiyjLwush, 

And, raging like a leopard at himself 
In shaTno for his own indoloDOo and sloth, 

** Up 3 Up 3 ** qtioth ho. How is it that to-night 
My brain is filled with fnnics iniitead of war 
Then having moiinted riniheil forth like a blast 
He saw tho heaven dark with night and dust. 

And etitering the chiefs pavilbn 

Exclaimed: Up E Up I The enemy hath como 

While we—the warriors of the Shab^-aro sleeping I" 

Depart ing thence be visiled his 
An ox-head mace in handL As quick as smoko 
Uu went about the awoke tho Bubert 
And chode Bizhan: " la this the pkee for wine 
Or fighting I" 

Tbe frAnianfl wore homraod in^ 

The war-ciy rose^ the tumult daised the clnjnken, 

A cloud ascended and its rain w’as arrows. 

Soft pillows were benoath the dnmkards^ heads, 

Above were sii’-ord, hot maecp and scimitar. 

Now when dawn showed forth from the Sign of Leo, 
And gallant Gfv surveyed the host, he saw 
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The waste all covered with iriiniflO slftiHi 
And watchful fortune’s head averse from thorn, 

Gddarr; loo lookffd about ott every side; 

The foeinen's numlscr grow eontmtially; 

Against ibo little force there ranged itself 
A^hoat like anU and locusU, Tua too lookorl, 

And sow no fighting-men aavo Giv, Gudarir, ^ 

And other cavoliera all acre bealead,* 

V. s+i Tho flags wore rent, the kettledrums o’ertumed. 

And the survivors’ chcoka like ebony. 

For sires bod lost their sons and sons their sires. 

And that great host was utterly o’orthrown, 

Since so the swiftly circling vault, which now 
Afifoidcih pleasure and now pain, decreed. 

Unable to resist they lumed their bac^. 

Abandoning tbeir camp in their confusion, 
Di-sorgonised, without their drums and baggage. 

And sorely stricken both on loft and righl.^ 

On this wise fared they toward the Kiisa rwd— 

A stronglhlew moh With vengeful souls and longiiea 
Alt Jeers the Turkman horsemen followed Tus, 

And thou hadst said that maces from the elouds 
Rained in the rear on hauberk, helm, and nxaU- 
None mode a Btand. tho warriors took refup 
Among the uioiintains, foundered like their ateeds, 

^Vnd ha<l no spirit, strength, or stay mg power. 

Now at the heights tho Turkman host turued twicfc. 
Exhausted by tho light and long pursuit. 

And Tils no farther feared the foe’s assault. 

The frtinian troops bew'ailed their many lost, 

Who if they lived were woundetl or in bonds— 

Alike a cause for tears. No crown or throne 
Remained, no tent, no etijcd, no warrior? 

Tho land was barren and provided nothing, 

Whilo nobody went forth to seek tho wouudod. 

^ [tifcrted from 0. 
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The fifm bewdled the fatlwa: bitterly, 

And bumod in onguiBb for tho .Huffoiing. 

The iisfl and oiifitom of tbe world ij9 thh; 

To keop baok from thoo what ila purposio k 

tricks behind a mil are done, v* 

It nototh harshly and capricioiislyn 
Wbilo in greed's grip wo rj^airail long, and none 
Can tell appoa'mnca from reality. 

From wind thou earnest and to dufit wLU gos 
What They ^ will do to thee how oanst tliou know f 
Tlio more part of the fninian troops wore ilain^ 

The rest had eome back wounded; at ihoir beds 
No leeohea were, but grief and tears of blood. 

Tiia battle-maddened was beside blumoLf^ 

So to Qudarss the boarj veteran, 

Boprived of child and grandchild, home and land,* 

There caroe the other veterao warriors 
With broken hearts to seek his leadership. 

Ho placed a watchman on a niountoln^top 
To keep his eyes intently on the 
While outposts went their rounds on every side 
To find pDrefaj^nce a cute for ihb dblress. 

He bade a noble of tho initiians 
To girdle up his loins to givo the ShAh 
Tho DOWS of what the oaptain of the host 
Had done^ and how, by their ill day opprost^ 

They bad small profit ffoni their vongeance-quest. 

1 tha fnwet* BUjirvifie tjiit b#, 

* W^iili to t^ia Arft part of thli Uav, tho lOiH of Gaflan" «afip 

OOlI grKtl< 1 #DllV MHilB;! |0 bdobg lO UlB ltlbHC|a|]h| bUMbf 

t thfl lait |mtt P»iB* Eflofo Kpfilicablo 14 tbs aUlariul than te 

tllrB Gadan, 

* 13 plfl^ ior U laoniAgao uDb njatkiUlfl pqnr ohiKrvtr Ik routip 
d'OjabODii^tMalUI. 
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i 2^ 

UofT Kai Khrtmtu rtatlM Tut 

The courier carried to the Shah the tidiDgn 
Of that eclipse of fortune. Bravo Khusrau 
Was troubled whea ho heard, hb bosom throbbed 
With grief* To anguish at his brother's onfio 
Was added aagulsh on the troops' acooimt. 

V, Xbat night be uttered uialiaons on Tils 

Till oock-orow- Suiiimoning a prudent scribe. 

And pouring out the fulness of his heart. 

Ho wrote a Letter in wrathful straia. 

With eyes all tears in mourning for his brother. 

To Farfburz the son of Sh^ih Kilua— 

A letter for the ehieftaias of tho host. 

First in the letter came the praise of Hiirip 

Who made both earth and timOp thus: *'In the name 

Of Hiai Who U the Lord of atm and moon. 

And giveth power alike to gcM>d jind bad 1 
From Him come triumph and defeatp from Him 
Both good and bad get might and their desire. 

He fashion^ the world and place and time. 

Ho fashioned ant's foot and massy rnountainp 
And hath bestowed lifop lustihood, and wisdom, 

High throne and majesty and diadem* 

No man can free himself from that control; 

The lot of one is Grace nad throao, another's 
Misfortune, want, grief, sufferingp and hardship; 

Yet see I that All-holy God is just 
In everything, from yonder shining sun 
To darksome dust. 

Tiis with the flag of Kdwa^ 

And forty warriors wearing golden bootSp 
I sent out with a host against TdrM, 

Andp first fruit of rovengep my brother perished I 
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Lot not Ii^Ln have such anothep chief! 

Let not the host have such another leader I 

Alas! Alas! mj brother, yoling Farud_ 

The head of nobles and t he stay of heroes \ 

I was ta tears of anguish for my sire, 

A long while w'os [ burning la that sorrow. 

And now my bnj thor La the can^ of tears i 
I know not w'ho are friends and who are foes, 

" Go not," t aaid to Tik, * toward Charam; 

Breathe not upon Kalut or Mount HapacI, 

Boeauae Fanid b with his mother there. 

Ho is a warriop of reyal meo ; 

He knowetb not th.ia army whence U la, 

And If they be Iranian troops or what; 

Ho will ooine forth Um atop tho way and sLalo 
HLfi head upon the Uaue of a lighL^ 

Alas] that warrior of royal birth 
Whom wretched Tiia hath given to the wind t 
If he bad been commander heretofore 
It bad been evil hap for Sluih Knw, 

And furthermore he alumberath in battle, 

And only rousolh to ait down to drink. 

There is no prowess in his neighbourhood, 

And may a soul so daTkaned cease Lo be I 
When thou shall read this letter stir thyself; 

Put far away from thee food, reast, and sleep; 

Send Tiis back with all speod. observe mine orders, 
And heed not other counselo^ Thou art chief, 

Tho captain of the host; *tifl thine to wear 
The golden boots and hold the flag of Kawa. 
Illustrious Gudarjc will counsel thee 
In all; bEUste not to fight, keep far from wine. 
Abstain from slumber, seek oat at the hist 
To fight through anger, t&rry os thou art 
Until the wounded are rostotml to health f 
Then Gfv will lead thy van for ho possesseth 
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Gnujc, stature, and the diitQbes of a loopatd ; 

Bring from all slides material for the war, 

And God forfend thou think of hanquotmg 1 
They sealed tliis letter with tho SMh’a own idgtiot, 
Who thus enjoined the messenger: '' Depart 
Upon the road j repose not night or day, 

And take another horse at every stag© " 

So sped the messenger until ho oame 
To FariburK and gave hini the dispatch, 

Who summoned Tiis and Gfv and all the chiefe, 

V, $46 Spake of the past, read the ShAh's letter to them^ 
And then a now Tree fruited Li the world. 

The ribblea and the Lions of friln 

All cfJled a blessing down njwn the Shuh, 

The leader Tiis gave up tlie royal standard, 

The drums, the elephants, and goldon boots 
To Farfburis. and Gaid to him; ' They com© 

As worthy comrades to a worthy man. 

May fortune always give thee victoiyi 
Bo every day of thin© a New Year's Day/' 

Then Tiis took all the kindred of Naudar, 

Those warlike cavaliers and their command, 

And making no delay upon the road 
Came from the field of battlo to tho Shdh, 

And kissed tho ground before him* while Klrnsraii 
Vouchsafed not so much as to look at him. 

And only spake te utter malisons^ 

Disgraced Tus in the presence of tho court, 

And said at last: *"Theu man of evil mark I 
Let thy name cease ainong tho iUusttious- 
Dost thou not feair the holy Lord of earth ? 

Hast thou no awe or reverence for homes ? 

I gave to thee a royal halm and girdle* 

And sent thee forth to fight against the foe. 

Did not I say: ‘Go not toward Charam'? 

Yet didst thou go and give my heart to tiorrow, 
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Didst first of all take vengeance on mjTselfp 
And iiiinisbedst the race of Siyuwiish I 
ily noble brother—bravo Fariid—whemse peer 
The ago had not thou slotfostp and to fight 
With him \irould neod a host of inea like thee I 
Thereafter when thou wentest to the fray 
Thou wast alii5Prbed in rninstrehsy wid foosting \ 

Thou hast no place among the throng of men^ 

Tho things for thuo are ohains :uid straps and madhouse; 
Nor liast thou buisineikH with the men of rank p 
Because thou host no wIko conBideranoe. 

Thy white beard and descent from Minilchihr 
Have given time hope of life; ebe had I bidden 
One of thine onemios to bo thy headimian. 

Go I Lot a prison bo thy home henceforth. 

And lot thine evil aamm be tliy jailor/* 

He dravc Tik out, put him in bonik, and tore 
Tho root of glodneas from hk bosom's core. 


§ 29 

flow ask^ii a 3Vff« cp/ 

So E'aribnr^, since he was paladin 
As well as pritkCOp assumed the casque and bade 
Ruhlnlm display hia name and native worth 
By going from the uioiiDUm to Pfrdn 
To treat with him: Go to PiRin," ho said, 

*' Convey to him a friendly eiiibfusaagep 
jiiid say: ' The proces^i of the turning sky 
Hath been fraught ever thiia with hate and lovo: 
It lifteLh one to heaven on bighp another 
It maketb vilop sadp and calamitous, 

Him specially that seeketh warriors' hurt. 

Now night-attacks are not the wont of heroes 
And mighty inon that brandish massive mooes. 
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If ihon wilt ceflso from cirms wd too will ; 

If tboti proforruat wax tbaii wo will figbL, 
y*S 4 S But lot tborc bo a one month's anniatko 
In orfor thiit the wounded may i'et 2 rulL'" 

The bravo Ruhhilm wont out from Farfbursfi* 

And took with him the messago and the lottor. 

Ho went his way, the Turkman outpuat-^ saw hiinp 
And oakod him who ho was find whence he oamot 
Ruhhdin replied: A warrior am I, 

2 V man of prewosi?-^ weight, mid watch ftilnosa— 

The boarer of a ijica&ago to Pi'rfin 
From FartbtH'is the eon of Shah K^us.” 

A horseman of the outpewt wont like duet 
To tell the tiding, and thus spake: " Ruhham. 

Son of OiidiiT!;, hath como to see the chief." 

Plnin commanded him to be brought 
And treated with all honour and re^poat* 

The eloquent Ruhhdin approached in dread 
Of what the foe might purpose, but Pfrstn^ 

On seeing him, received him graciously^ 

And placed him on the throne. Ruhhiim then told 
His business, and Ptnin said i 'Tis no trifle; 

Ye stirred up strife ; wo marked no sloth in Tik; 

He crossed the border hke a savage wolf, 

And slaughtered great and small tomorselessly* 
AVbat multlludes he slew or carried off ! 

Our country's weal and woe were one to him. 

Still now, although they took us unaware* 

'The Iranians are repaid for their ill deeds; 

So if thou art iho captain of the host 
Demand of me according its thou needeat- 
If thou wilt have a month of armistice 
None of our horsemen shaUgo forth to Gght^ 

If thou wilt fight I too am fain for war; 

Prepare and set the battle in array* 
v. i 49 If ye ^dll use the month that we accord 
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In uiftrching frora tho frontiers of TAnmp 
And in a swift retreat to yoijr own bordere. 

Ye will behold your reputatioii Eaved; 

Bui if not we will clojse with you in fight; 
jVsk not for any armiBtioo henceforth/' 

Ho gave a robe of honour to Riihhamj 
One suited to a man of hb ropute. 

And brave Ruhham conveyed to Farfbur^ 

A letter like tho one that he had brought. 
When Farfburz had gainocl a month's delay 
Ho clutchod in all directions like a lion. 

They loosed tho fastoningis of the monej-bagSp 
They giitherod bows and Lissos from all sides; 
They went about, reotganbed the host. 

And partially regained wh&l had been lost. 


§ 30 

Sow the /rdniawt defeated the 

1 

When with the ending of Llie> month came war** 

For they observed their compact honourably, 

Tbe soldiers' shouts wont up on every sidOp 
And all set forward to the battlefield; 

Tho din of trumpet, drum, and bell shook heaven. 

While what with chargers' crests, roinSp hands, and 
swords. 

Bows, battle-aiiOE, Unccs, maces, bucklers, 

And lassos, gnats could find no way, The world,'* 

Thou wouldat have said, “ is in the Dragon's maw, v. S50 

Or heaven level with earth t ” 

Upon the right 

Was Gfv son of Gtidar^, an archimagc 

And marchlord, on the left the skilled Aabkash, 

Who abed blood in a river when he fought; 

Before the standard at the army's centre 
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Waa FaribiiTZ, tbe son of Shdb Kuiis, 

With men of battle, Ha barangnod his ttoops. 

And said; "Till now our prowess bath Ijoen liiddDn, 
But we will light to-day as lions light, 

And make the world too narrow for our foos J 
Else will OUT inaoea and our Riiniau ciusquosi 
Laugh Jit tho host for this diRgriusii for over.” 

Thoy iriftdc n heavy rain of arrow a fell 
Like aut Qtiiii tonjpesia boating on n troOp 
F&f arrows and tho d.m% of shouting troops 
No bird had room to fly, tbo faicbions sbone 
Like dioinonils and flamod amid the dust. 

Tbou wouldfit have said; Earth is a negro’s face; 

Tbo stars are warriors^ heartSi'^^ The multitudes 
Of maces, spcaiB, and trenchant scimiLois 
Brought Doomsday on the world- Ctfv from the centre 
Advanced with Ups a-foam and raised his war-cry. 

Ho with the noble kinsmen of Gudar7H, 

With whom the issue lay for good or ill, 

Y, fig I Strove with their spesirs and jirmwa, ahoweriug aporks 
From steel. Gudarz fought fiercely with Pinm, 

And slew nine hundred of hb kin, Lahhuk 
And FarsMdwsrd saw how their mighty h«>at 
Was going up in dust and charged on Qiv, 

Upon his mace-nien and hk valiant troops. 

Shafts fell in showers from iho chieftiuns* bowa 
Upon those famous warriors clad in mail 
Till none could see the surfaoe of the ground, 

Earth wjis so hidden by the miiss of sliun* 

White no man turned his back upon another 
Or left his post. At length MunitVa spake thus 
To FflTshfdward: We mufit attack the contro. 

And, routing Farihnri, deprive the host 

Of his support; it will be easy then 

To beat the right wing and to seize the Wggage." 

They fell upon the centre, Faribnrz 
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Fled from Hiiiuiti, the Hghtmg line was broken/ 

The haughty chiefs gave way^ each took hia course. 

Not one Irdnian warrior stood \ih groiind. 

They saw the drums and standard in position 
No more, and so with eyes bedimmed with Hghting 
They turned their backit upon the enwmj'', 

And in that notion only grasped the wind. 

The tyiubnlg, spear^p and standard were overthrown ^ 

Men could not tell the stiiTup from the rein, 

For they bad lost all stomach for the tight; 

The mountains and tbo plains were dtenohed with blood. 

Then Fan’burx, as fooa wero gtithering 
On every sidop made for the mountain-skirt 
With those frilpians whose life was whole, 

Although for such a life one needs must wcop. 

Gudari! and Gfv with many warrioraj 
Of fenio among the troops still held their own; 

But when Giidarz observed the centre bare, 

No flog of Farfburz, no chiefs or troops, 

Ha turned with heart ahre as if to Doe ; 

Twas Doomsday for the kindred of Gudan^. 

Giv said to him: "0 ancient general I 

Much hast thou soen of mace, and sparth, and arrow*^ 

And if thy purpojie is to flee Pi ran 

1 needs must sDaiber dust upon iiiy hood. 

Of chieltMus and of veleran warriors 
There will remaiu not one alive on earth. 

For thee and me there is no cure for dying. 

Death is the very lost calamity. 

And, since our rugged hour hath come upon m, 

Tho foe should see thy face and not thy back, 

I wdll not quit my post, let us not shamo 
Thy father's dust. Hast thou heard never then 
This ancient sa 3 ^ing from some man of lore:— 

■ When buttressed back to back two brethren slaud 
A tuounlain-maKS is but as dust in hand' I 




92 


THE SHAHNAMA of FIRDAUSt 


Thou art alive with J?ov0nt7 valiant mim, 

And thou hast many Elepluvnts and Lions 
Among thy kindriacL Break wo with oiir swords 
The foe's heart and uproot hhn though a Mountain:" 

Gddar;!, when ha haul heard the words of Gif* 

An d marked the helmed heads of his warrior-kin, 
Keponted of bb cauiioua redo and took 
A hrmor stand. GunVsta, Gustafaam, 

With Barta and braFO Zanga caime to themp 
And made a ooinpaot by a bindii]^ oath 
V. 853 Though maoos stroain with blood wo will not quit 
This Beld^ biitp back to back^ strive to retrieve 
Our honour lost" 

They took their stand and plied 
The maoe^ Full many a noble foe was slain. 

But fortune favoured not the franiacui. 

Then old GiidurjK said to Bf;than! Depart 
Honco quickly, take with thee thy macep and arrowSp 
Dirotit thy horse’s reins toward Farfburz, 

And bring me Kawa's standardp It may bo 
That Faribur^ will come w'ith it himself^ 

And flush the face of oarth with violet.^* 

Bfzhan on hearing tliia urged on hb ateed. 

Came like AFnargashnap to Farihur% 

iVnd said to him s Why art thou hiding hero ? 

Employ thy reins as warriors use to do^ 

And stay no longer on the mountain-top; 

But if thou wilt not come entruat to mo 

The and horsemen with thdr blue stool swords."' 

But Fadburjc, no mate for wbdom thenp 
Cried out: ” Away 3 Thou art in action rash 
And new to wor^ The ShAh gave mo the standard^ 
The hostp crown, thronOp and leadership. This flag 
Bccouieth not Btzhan the son ef GiVp 
Or any other warrior m the world/’ 

Bizhan kid hand upon his blue steal swordp 
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Btruf^k nt lb a doYe it in the mid^ti 

Saized half thereof and. rushing from, the thmng, 
Miide off to beiir the banner to the hoet. 

Now^ when the Turkmanfi saw it on the waj, 

A hand of lion-hoarted warriors 
Went toward B^^han and drew their iron eparLliSp 
And blue steal swords* to fight for Ksu'a’s standard. 
Then $pake Hainan: " Yon is the violet flag 
Wherein is all the virtue of Inin; 

If we can take it we shall make the world 
Strait to the Sbiih," 

Bfzhan striiDg up his bow 
As quick aa dust, diechaigcd a shower of arrows 
Upon his foes* and, as he drove them back, 

Prepared a banquet for the ravening wolf. 

The cavaliers hand by said unto Giv 
And Gustaham: ''The Turkmans are retreating; 
Perchance Bizhan is eommg with the standard/' 
The brave chiefs of the fninian host aclvancing 
With ruBssive maces slew the Turkman horse 
In numbers. Famed Bf^han arrivofl apace, 

And thence the ehieftains hold the ground for him 
Up to the host. Like lion fierce he came 
With Kawa's flag* the soldiers gathered round it. 
And air grow vblct-dim with horsemenV dust. 

Once more the inlaian host advanced to fight, 

And in the foremost rank Rfvnisfi was slain, 

Who w as as dear as life to Kai Kjliis, 

A younger son. a prince who wore a crown, 

Beloved by Farfhurz, When that head fell 
Full many a noble hero rent hb clothea. 

And Gfv exclaimed; " Chiefs, valiant wairiors 1 
Upon this field of battle Farfburx, 

The son of Shah KiuSp esteemed Hivnfz 
Above all else+ The grandson and the son 
Of old KWs—Farad the sou of Siynwush 


V.S54 



94 THE SmAhnAmA of FlRDAVsf 

And now lUTiiiK—hnvo penabfld all m vain! 

What greater wonder hath the world in store ? 

V. S5S We must not lot his crown fall to the foe 
Amid the ranks of war, for that wonld bo 
Disgraco upon diagraoe through it and through 
The slaughter of Rivnfst 

Now brave PfrAiip 
The noble chieftain* heard the words of Gfv, 

And o*or that crown the battle rose afreab. 

On both fildes many fell and fortune quitted 
The ininians^ yet Bahnim the warrior 
Charged lion-like the foe and carried off 
Tha crown upon his apear-pointp whilo both hosts 
Stood woodering, the Inlniaus full of joy 
At rescuing that erown so late assumoiL 
The combat waxed mcro fiofcet none tiimed aaidep 
They raged and a mote each other on the head 
Until the day grew dark, and eyca were baffled. 

Eight of the hinfltnen of Gtidarz surrived: 

The rest had fallen on the battleficli* 

Of GfVs lieod there had perished five and twenty— 

Men who wero fit for diadem and treasure— 

With seventy of the bdspring of Kilus, 

All oftvalierfi and Lions in the fight, 

Besides Rivnf 25 that erownM warrior. 

No unit merely in the reokoning. 

Nino hundred horsemen, kinsmen of Pinin, 

Wore m Using in the battle on thait day, 

While of the lineage of Afrasiyab 

The fortunes of three hundred slopt^ howbeit 

The field, tbo day, and therewithal the slAndard— 

The lustre of the world—were with Fiuin: 

V, 856 Twas act the iranians^ day* for oombating; 

Their oombal-Bcekiug oiided in ndshap, 

1 Sm \qL ii. pi 4+ Iba iaeJndo hfcDHHall aoH 

hi* grandi^ltL Bll;hAl3+ 
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They turned their faees frum the baitloheU], 
Abandoning the wounded to tlieir fate. 

Now GuHtahani had had his oharger killed 
Aa fortune tiimod away, and he m 
Went spent in hand afoot like one beiniiiied. 

Bfzhan, approaching him os day grew dark. 

Said to him; “ Ho ] Got up and ride behind me: 
There is none dentet to mo than thyself/" 

So both of them be$trode a single chaigcr. 

When day was dene they sought the motintain-skirtr 
Abaudoning the battle in a rouL 
The Turkman cavaliers, with joyful hearts 
Released from travail and anxiety^ 

Returned to tboir own eamp with haughty mien 
And fit for fight^ whilo on the Inlnian side 
I’ho eats wore deafened by heart*rending cries. 

As all mourned on tho inountsln friend or kinsman. 

Such ia the process of this ancient sty 1 
Turn as it may there is no reruodyi 
And still it tnraoth o^er us loving none, 

But treating friend and enemy as one^ 

Well may it l>e a cause of dread to all 
Whoso fertuae's head Is bending to a fall 3 
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Ifoit Ifahrtim riduniwi to to^k /of hit on the 

Haitkfif'ld 


That night, when both the armiea a^ere at rest, 
Bahnim oatne to his siro in haste and said;— 

0 mine iUiistriouB sire and wotiiblpful ] 

When I retrieved that crown, and rikised it cloudwatd 
Upon my spear^ I lost a whip of mine. 

Those villain Turkmans, when they pick it np, 

Will break their jesta upon the groat Bahnim; 

The world will be all ebon in mine eyes* 


V.SJ7 
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The Tiirkmfin general will me e whip 

That hath my name inBctibed upon the katnor. 

1 will go quickly and recover it 
However great long the toil may bo. 

Doth thia ill come upon me from the stars 
That my renown may go down to the dust?*’ 

Said old Giidars: “O son 1 thoii wilt but end 
Thy fortunes. Wilt thou face the foemen’s breath 
So madly for a stick bound round with leather?" 

Giv said: " Hy brother! go not forth. New whips 
Have I in plenty—one whoso haft is gold 
And Mlver, two with handles of fine pearls 
And other gems. When Faningis unlocked 
The treasury and gave so many arms 
And belts to me 1 took this whip and breastplate; 
The rest I left unheeded in TiinVn.t 
Moreover ShAh Kthis bestowed upon mo 
A whip resplendent as the moon with j ew^ls. 

And live I have besides of golden work 
Inwrought with royal gems, and all the seven 
Will 1 bestow upon thee. Go not forth 
And wantonly provoke a now engagement.” 

Said bravo'Bflhniin to Gi'v: '* 1 cannot hold 
TItis ahamc of small account. Ycmr talk is all 
Of colour and design, mine of a name 
Now wedded to disgrace. 1 wUl recover 
My whip or, by endeavnuring this, will bring 
Mine own head to the shears,*’ 

Bahnim misread 

tSod’s purpose, and his fortune proved averse. 

The fool is all agog to take his leap 
Just when his fortune falleth into sleep! 

BahTHin pricked forth by moonlight to the field. 
And bitterly bewailed the slain, those luckless 
And heart-seared ones. The body of Rivniz 
> 6co Vd. a 
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Was whelmed in bipod aJid dust, his tunic rent. 

Bahhim the Lion wept for him and cried;_ 

" Alas t O jroung and valiant ciiivalier 1 
Men slain like thee are but a pinch of du^t I 
For nobles palaces, for theo a trench [** 

Among hm brcLltren fixing on that broad plain 
He roamed. One. stricken by the scimiLar^ 

Of all those chiefs still livedo Ho marked Bfihriimi 
Wailed, asked his name, and said: " O Lion! I live. 
Though flung among the slain, and I have cmTed 
For two days breiid and water and a robe 
To sleep upon T" 

Biihrum made haste to him 
With loving spirit and a kinsuian^a heart, 

Began to weep and lacerate his cheeks, 

Rorit hie own raiment into si rips to bind 

The wounds, and said; Fear not; "tis but a scratch, 

And iTierely neodeth bLncfing. Thou shalt go. 

When I have bound it, to the best agaiUp 
And speedily recover of thy hurts.'' 

He thus rostered one that was lost but know not 
That bo hiijisolf was doemed to lose his way. 

He said: "Stay hero, youth [ till 1 hurry back- 
While I was fighting for the crown I diopped 
My whipj when I have found it 1 will como. 

And take thee to the army with all speed.^* 

Thcnco hasting to the centre of the held 
Ho aearohed about until iie found the whip. 

Which Was amid a heap of wounded men 

With much dust showered theteou and blood withal. 

Alighting from his stood he took it up, 

And heard the sound of neighing. His steed likew^iso 
Perceived the neighing of some mares, becajno 
As nimble as A^rgashasp,^ rushed oH‘. 

And turned its head toward them whilo Bahrilm 
In dudgeon followed after in his timic 
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And lieliQBt, witli the sweat upon his faiis 
With hurrying, until ho roaclicd the horse 
And having caught it, mounted carrying 
in liand an Indian sword; but, when he spurred, 
The steed ludved not a foot. Both man and horse 
Were covered o'er with dust and sweat. Bahnim 
Was so chagrined that with his sciuiiiar 
He slew the steatl. Thonco to tho battlefield 
Ho went as swift aa wind. There all the plain 
Was eovorod with tho dead, and all the ground 
Like cercis-hlooni. " Mow enn wc make our way 
Upon the plain" ha said, "without a horeo?" 

Tho foe grew ware of him and from tha centre 
There hosted forth a hundred cavalim 
To capture him and from the battlefield 
Convoy him to Pinin. Bahrein tho Lion 
Strung up hifl bow and showered shafts upon them 
A here’s shafts—so who could bide about him f 
Ho slew or wounded most of them and sprang 
Like some fierce lion at his enoinies. 

The rest withdrew and sought P(rAn, aiclaimiugi 
" Behold a Lion both in pluck and might. 

Who though afoot will do his kind in fight 1" 
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■Hoa Jiuhriiu van % Tazhd» 

The troops on their return informed Pirin 
Of that youth’s deeds, and much talk passed thereon. 
Pinin inquired; " Who is this man T What name 
Hath ho among the noble f ’’ 

Oue replied 

" Bahritm the lion-qucller, the host’s lustre.'’ 

Pfrdn said to Rufn: "Arise. Bahrdm 
Can not (Scajxf. If thou canst take him living 
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The age Mill rest from strife. Take troops enough. 
For bo b famed and valiant." 

Hearing this 

IKiiu. went oflT on hostile thoughts intent. 

Bahrain perceived him quick as dust and showered 
Shafts on himp sitting on a mound tho while, 

A Lion bold with shield before his head. 

Ruin son of Pinln was airow-pierced. 

The others lost all keenness for the fight 
They oame disheartened to tho paladin^ 

Full of concern and dudgeon, saying thus:_ 

None ever fought so, and we have not soon 
In any stream so horoe a orocodilep^ 

PtnLn was sore distraught at this account. 

And trombled like the leaf upon the tree; 

Then nionoLmg on hk fiery steed wont forth. 
Accompanied by many warriors, 

And cotning to Bahriim said: *' Famous chief t 
Why is it that thou conibatest fdhot ? 

When thou wast in Tdnm with Siyawush * 

Thou usedat to lie prudent, shrewd* reserved r 
W'e should eal bread and salt together^ we 
Should sit together and become fsi^t friends. 

With such high llnoago and native worth, 

Such lion-nianbood and exceeding prowess. 

Thy head must not bo levelled with the dust, 

And kin and country sorrow for thy sahe» 

Come let us make a covenant by oath 
On such wise m shall satisfy thy heart ; 

Then will I make affinity with iheo 

And, having made it, will advance thee more. 

Thou canet not light against these fatuous trocjps 
On foot! Be not a traitor to thyself.'*' 

Bahriim said; “Faladin wise,shrewd* and ardent. 
My lips have tasted nothing for Lbreo days^ 

* 8b 9 VaL li. j*. 24^ JC^. 
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Aad dny wtd night hnvo I been oouibating; 

V. S6a But yat I luu&t resume tLe fight forthwith 
Unless thou will provide mo with a ateotl 
To boar mo back to the Iranians, 

Back to the old Gudar^ son of Kish wad.” 

Pinin said: " Know’st thou not, O atheUng t 
That I can countcnanco no such design f 
What I suggested is the better course: 

Thou art a bravo man; act not recklessly. 

Consider that the horsemen of our liosL 
Hold it no small dishonour to thomsalves 
That many of tho scions of the groat— 

Men who wore diadems, well skilled in war— 

Wore killed or wounded by tbeo in the fight. 

And amirohed with dust. Who wUl approach Iran 
Now but with tingling in his blood and brain I 
■ If there ware no fear of Afrilsiyiib, 

And that his heart would be enraged at me. 

I would, 0 youth I proyidc thee with a steed 
To bear thee homeward to the paladin/' 

He Kpftko thus, turned about, and went his way. 
Love in his heart but prudence in bis head. 

While from the host Tasslniv—a man whoso might 
Surpassed an elephant's—came forth to meet him, 
And Bflkod him what had passed. Pirdn replied: 

" There is no warrior equal to Bahrim. 

1 gave him out of kindness much good counsel, 
Showed him his course,and pro^ored goodly league; 
Mine oflGers found no access to his heart ; 

Ha foin would go back to the Irsinian hofit," 

Tazhilv replied: ‘‘love will not win bis soul; 

Now I will go and if 1 capture him 
Afoot will put him 'neath tho stones forthivith." 

He hurried to the field impetuously, 

Whore brave Bahnim was all alone in arms, 

And, whoa be saw Bahrmu with spear in hand, 
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CHetl loudly like a furioufl elephant. 

And aaid to him: •' Thou will not get away 
In thia fight from these famoiifi waiTior». 

Dost thou expect to go back le trdn f 
Dost thou expect to lift thy head on high ? 

Thou hast cut off our princes' heads. Abide, 

For now thine own time dxaweth to a head," 

Ho bade bis luatc^; '^•Lriy on »ttiif3 give it him 
With arrowp double-headed dart, and d^gor " 

The troops closed in a body on Bahnim, 

All who were chief among the valiant men, 

While ho the hero having Ktrung his bow 
Dimmed with hh shafts the brightness of the sky, 
W hen arrows failed ho took b is spear in hand , 

Till plain and hill were like a sea of gore, 

Aud when the speitr wa^j cloven he still shed blood 
With maco and sword like raindropa from a cloud 
The fight conirinued on this wise: Bahniin 
Was Wounded by the shafts of his brave foes. 

And, when the hero's strength Kind vigour failed, 
Tosshdv catiie up and struck Mm from behind 
A sw^ord-cut an the shoulder. Brave Bahritn 
Fell from the hillock on hb face; the hand 
That used to wield the sword was smitten off ^ 

He ceased from combating and all was oven 
E en fell Tazhav grew hot of heart for him. 

And, as in shame and grief he turned his reinsp 
Ho felt the warm blood tiiigliug in his veina. 
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When bright Sol showed its back, Gfv, hcart-opprcased 
About his brother, spake thus to Bfzhan:— 

Joy of my heart I niy brother cometh not I 
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V. We must go forth md ft&c^riAin hLa isaso; 

Lot m not have to mrrow for tlio skin.'' 

The valiant pair departed swift as diiflt 
Toward the battlefield—the place of atrifo. 

Thoj Bought him every where ancl, having found him, 
Euahed anxiously toward hinii shedding learti 
Of blood* He kj—a wreok of gore and dust; 

Odo hand was covered \ all was over with him. 

The gallant Gfv fell from hk chargor's baokp 
And roared out like a lion. At the sound 
Babnim movedp iurnedp and gaining conseioiisness 
Spake thus to Gfv" 0 seeker after fame I 
When thou hast shrouded me upon my bier 
Avenge mo on Tasshav; that Bull may not 
Withstand the Lion. From the first Pfrdn, 

The son of Wisa, proved a friend to me, 

Unlike the chiefs of ChSn who sought revenge, 

And then Tazhdv, tho iujuriouSp gave these wounds, 
Forgetting birth and rank.” 

Gfv, when Bahhim 
Had spoken this, wept tears of gall md said;— 

'' I swear by God the iTudge Onmipotent, 

Jiy white day aod by A^ure night that till 
I shall aTOOge fiahnVm my heail shall see 
No covciing save a Rum an helm/' 

All vengeance 

And grief be mountodp Indian sword in hand, 

V* S65 Now w^hen the world’^s face dusked 'rjvzhav returned 
From outp<Kt duty, Spying him afar 
Brave Gfv rode toward him with a freer breath 
On aceiug him thus parted from the host^ 

No chiefe or wArriois near, Gfv loosed his lasso. 

And caught the foe about the waist forth with. 

Then placed tho lasso ’neath hk thighp wheeled round, 
And lightly dragged Tazbsiv from saddle-baek. 

Flung him to earth disgraced and all forlorn p 
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And flpringini^ from the saddle bound hk hAmh, J 

Giv, moimtinf, like a mad man haled Tazhav I 

Along the gToiind who begged for merey, sajing:— ’ 

No fight is loft In ine^ thou valiant man 1 \ 

What have 1 done that of tbiH eonntleaa host i 

Thou giveat me to-night a glimpse of Hell !*' 

Gfv struck him with the whip two hundred times J 

Across the h&kd, and answered thus: "No words! j 

Dost thou not knoWj thou w^retoh I that thou hast sot 
A fresh tree in the garden of revenge — 

One that will roach to heaven, ono whose trunk ^ 

Is fed on blood while daggers ary fruit f 

^inco thou must hunt Bahnim thou shalt osiplore 

The Crocodile's strjiit gullet, for the iP 

That robbed Bahrani of life wrung Civ'a heart too.” 

" Thou art the eagle and thy lark am I,” 

Tazhtiv replied. " 1 bore Bahrtim no grudge, ' 

Nor oaui^ hia deaths the cavaliers of Chin 

Had slain him yry I came.” , 

" Pernicious wryteh ! " 

Said GiV, " spare thine exenso and ftuilo words.^ 

Gfv dragged Inin to Babnim. tho wounded Lion. T. S&S 

And saidj "Behold tliia faithl^ head! I pay 
The savage with the meed of savagery. 

1 thank the Alakcr, the Omnipotent, 

That fate hath granted to me time enough 
To take thy foemank life before thine eyea” 

Tazhav heggi?d quarter, ^layingt " That hath been * 

Which was to lift How will it profit thee 
To take my heacH " 

Then wallowing in the dust 
Before liahnini he cried: " 0 noble man S 
I wUl bo thy soul's slave and wait upon 

Tho keeper of thy tomb," ' 

Then said Bahrain 

To Giv: "Whoever Hveth bath to die. 
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Though ho Uath done too hiiri be Deed not tAsto 
The pangs of <icftlhp m spare hb guilty bead 
That he rnaj keep my memory idive." 

But who saw his brother with such woundR, 

And hiiu timt did the hurt a leaptLv^e, sebod 
TazhsWs beard with a shout aud headed him 
As ’twere a lark 1 Bahrain wept blooti and mar veiled 
At lieftveD's processesr then raised a cry 
Whose likop so strange it was, nono over heard:— 

" If I shall sky, or thou sLij^ in my preffleDca, 

My brothers or my kinsmen will be sldn T* 

This said, the brave BahriLm gave up the ghost. 

'Tis ever thus with this world I He that would 
Obtain the reins must bathe his hands in blood. 

Slay or bo slain I Shun thou ambition's mood. 

V. 8^7 Brave Gfv wailed o'or Bahram and strewed dark dust 
On his own head, then, having hound his brother 
Upon Taj^haiv’s steed, inounted presently. 

Ho brought the body from tUo battlefield, 

And had a royal sepiilchro preparetK 
Ho filled the ykull with Kpiceiy and musk. 

Enwrapped the corpse in silk of Clifn^ and set it 
In royal state upon an ivory throne 
To sleep, suspending over it a crown, 

And painting the 10111^8 portal red and blue: 

Thou wouldst have said: " Bahmm hath uovor been.” 

Tho famous wTuriors worn absorbed in grief 
For fortuna ohangod, and for Bahnim their chief. 
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tfoiti the ffdniant teenl tncA to Khmma 

When bright Sol topped the mountains, and the head 
And crown of white day showed* the scattered troops 
Began to gathorp and their converse ran;— 

" Fill 1 many of the InLnian host ore slain I 
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Our leEulor’u fortune hath dosorted him. 

So mightj were the Turkmans' hjuidj? io fight I 
Tho army must not tany longer here: 

Wo v^Tily muat go before the Shih. 

And see how fortuno tunieth. If his heart 
Be not intont on war then thou and I 
Have no ooeasion to ojtert ourselves. 

Tho sires have lost their the sons their siroB^ 

And most are wounded or in sore distress ; 

But if the Shah shaJt bid us to engagOp 

And shall equip a noble host, ih^n wia 

Will march, our hearts filled with revenge and strife. 

Anti make the world too narrow for our foes." 

Thus minded they retreated from those marohes. 

Their eyes fiurchaigod with tearis, their hearts with 
anguish. 

As brother sorrowed over brothor's bloodp v. 86S 

And sighs were on their tongu<s for kinsmen slain. 

Thoy inarchad together to the RAsa rud. 

Fare welling with their tongues their fallen frienda^ 

The scouts that went forth from the Turkman host 
Saw cone remaining on tho battlefield, 

And tidings reached Flnin tho son of Wfsa:— 

** The land is cleared of the fnlnians.'^ 

Piran, on hearing ihis^, without delay 
^ont forth spies secretly on every side 
And, being oortified that that proud foe 
Was gone mdeed, released his heart from caro. 

Ho SOL forth with an eaeort at the dawn. 

And wont about to view the battlefield. 

The plain and mountains, valieys and raviiies. 

Had tents and tent-enclosures oimiberless. 

He gave them to the snldierSp marched away. 

And marvelled at the procesa of tho world: 

One day a riso, ancthor day a fallr 
Now all is gladness and thon terror all. 
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In sooth our best coufse ns the cup to raise 
That xnaketib earth look brij^ht, and tloot the daja 
Plrdii went one to tell Afnlslyj'ibfc 
Wbe heard and joyed roloaaod from care and trouble* 
Tho niultltude light-hearted in their gladnsss 
Adorned the road whereby IHrm ninet pass l 
They dcoorated all the roofs and dourSj 
And poured out drachms in showers upon hia bead. 

As soon os ho appmachod Afr;ifiiy:'ib 

The king wont forth with gifts lo welcome him, 

And called down many a blessing on himp sayings— 
Thou bast no peer among tho paladma.J* 

Then from tbe palace of AfrA^iysib 
For two weeks rose the Rounds of harp and rebeck, 
While on the third Pfnin resolved to go 
Hejoioing to his home. The Turkman king 
V. S69 Alade ready presents for him: thou wouldst be 
Impatient if I told of tho dfn^rtSp 
The royal jewelSp belts of gold with goniB, 

Tbe Arab steeds with golden furnituro^ 

Tbe Indian sciniitarB with golden sheaths. 

The splendid throne of teak Mid ivory^ 

Tho couch of torquoise and the aml>or erownp 

The girls from Cbliip the boys from Bilm. with beakers 

Of turquoise filled with munk and spicery, 

Tbirt wealth AfrAiiyab sent to 
And added many other gifts besidop 
While as the general left the royal presence 
The king addresised him thus: ^ My loyal hero 1 
Bo prudau^ keep the fellowship of priests^ 

And guard the army from tho enemy* 

DiRpatch in all directions trusty men 
To act as spies and privily witlialp 
For Kai Khusrau is now possessed of wealth; 
Bonoheenoe and justico deck his lanch 
Since noble lineage and crown and throne 
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Aro thine desij^ not any good boside. 

Bo not aocure the foe hath gonOp 

But wok froah lidinga as occasion wryeth. 

Thy soul will suffer if thou aleep'at nt case 
So long as Eiistam h the paladin-^ 

The only man that giveth me oonceni_ 

For hie wholo business U to toyenge, 

I fear that He will rouao hiinsolf and load 
The armies of Iran against Turdm"' 

Pfrdiip as captain of the host and kinRmim, 
Accepted all the counsel of the king. 

And set forth with hia troop towa^ Kbutan. 

Now that the story of Fanid is ended 
Hear the campaign where In KyLmiis contondcd* 




PART II 

THE STORY OF KAMt'lS OF KASHAN 


AHUUMENT 

Tee ptAt* havinjr offor-ocl up liU prmiw %q tliu Hnkor^ ou 
to toll oE tlvH wmtb of Kihk KiitsirALi nith the CltioiiitrBljr,, 

bov^viT^ Pit BuKtumV toquoai^ hu ru^Lot^ Tik to fnvoqrr iind 
ftanda him Tk^nliL T^t U a^m onjii^KeiHEalp uid k 

bttlom^'uorod on n hionotiija^ Tliu oowi iwicfbos Kni Khuaraa^ who 
dUpatqhos Ruflthm with nainrort^ment^, wbila AEnlra^i^b BobiJ^ 
K4imui of KiuKiis iL[hi:l tha Khiin of Clifh with viut toju^Ut 
his i^uanl Fiera %htiiij; followj^ mud Kdroui k aliuji 

by Eiu t am, 

NOTE 

Til iti is^lkr BceDiiw tldj £airtpfli||^i ii a vorkhiol thd ptE]iiC4Kliug 
OEO^ In both Te'ii eomm^odfli tbia trnniiuis Aiid It diiroatodp in 
boEh the fJddAfiEianf nuEfar gpoat li<%PHOKt in both there are u vnow- 
etonn find n ni|rhtHittaek, and in both tim Irtinbtie take rehigo 
on a moUnUiin. Nntnmlly iho dutaili Vary, hut the fTenuiEl 
■itaikrity ii Linmiotnkfthle, Nothin}^ but tho OKiitence oE n 
Vmrlant e&li diKKiimt fof the fact that T^a Ib pat ill commuid 
oj^ln oftor hiA Itohaviour in the firat oampdl|;^CLp and tharu Is a 
loj^Diidp probably known to Firdaufi^ which puts a. different coto- 
ptexioTi op the inattarr' In the poem the diifcnlty il ^Ot OYOT 
by tliu intervention of H^iBtam, who the cnlprit off, os he 
doofl later oq io tho cooe oE GdrgiiL^ In tb^ aeooild ni^ht-ilttock^ 
in which the paaitioiii oE luwiailnntii luid doEdndort aro revonwiir 
Hunidn takes jiut the part that Giv ii raprcisaatad oa taking an 
tbo brat oeeanon. 

11 wn am ^Dtont to re>^nl the looount given in the poam 
of the kttor part of this campaign meroly » FlrdanAL lias pro- 
lented it^ perhaps wo may identify tho Knshdo with whicii Kainds' 
name ie jwiciated m that mentioned by Tatpn7 and situated in 

* tes p- jji. * iv. iJti- 

zdl 
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Foijrlvitniip wliicli Ii now h proving oE Turbist^n Wo 

du^ht notphnwoForp iodverloob theprnhahilkv thut wminisiisnM® 
oE th&Pkrthbui iAvW wwmoE tho of Gotunwi and V^irdojiM 
l»ve biton embodied in tbo In tbia u in thmt of ^Kd 

wur* of Gn^tdi^p wad Arjikp Inter on, wbit in wore oiiil 

htotU cwmo in timo to be foobed lawik npou aa wjirt Ixitweoii h\[n 
and Ttirin. W itli the hcBtoricaJ fact of tlii^ ffrcftt Por*iiui ■aimti* 
ran^iti^ thcnasalrea in oppi>Aiti|^ cunpm bofora ub, tbem peema no 
reaaon why tho Keahib oriji^nally itiUmded may not Imvo k'on 
the one in Poraia on tint hij^hTH^.flid between lapahjln and Tihriin 
Flrdallaf'a iwconntp Iwwav^t, clearly EAToura tliat in TurbietJn^ 
Jind wc mnat not fiirgctt that iho noinadi took part in iUh cim- 
tentieii bolwoon tho rtval Parthian prihnn,^ 

S 38. The atorj' of Kiiatorn^i %ist with Aalikalitbi ia raniom 
both oil aoooiifit of lu own meriti and fer the curioiis %Biid told 
in oormoiioii with it. One day. it li lUiid, at tho court of MaIuuL id 
dwcujuion aroM »■ to the meTite of Fmiaofi ju a piMit, aitd 
it waft arrui^od between bia aLipporten and detiaeton in the 
preaenoa of the Sultan Ijiat be alfcoold put one of the legeiida, 
oE wbieb CLotbin^ but the bare fncti toiuainodp ipto verae the 
Htiic dajp to jtieertain how fat hiii Tortien could Im conniderod 
an ImproTtment on the Oft^dnal Tl4e atory clhiMm wm that of 
EuBtem'e fight with Aahkahni of KaJihan. Flrdanai t rendering 
Of the episode delighted tbeeawmbly, tho Hftes about the atring- 

ifl|f atid dijHjIittTgln^^ of the buw es|wcially fewnsuitm^ 
who repeated th^m aet'oral timiM aisd pmi«ed th^Mn l%hly. Tltat 
night Firdauiif drenmed that he mot ttnatam at the gate nE 
Makna fhid, Thu herf* WaB Oil Eoot^ fully nltued. of terrible 
aapeetp and with bow in haiidp j itit an tlse poet had deu^ribed him. 
Ruitam greeted tbo juict graeiouBtyp but wapt and afdd: I 
dcfliru to |my my debt to tbeo, but have not power to do so. 
Howarer, whyn I toolt the tonitLi] From the nock of the foe^ and 
deflired not to retain it, I made e hole ui the ground yondur with 
the bead of my ipaarpand buried the torque ttbcre, Oo now and 
tako it upr*^ Hu pointed out a Httla buiijclt mil the aand, end, 
buiTiilg placed ail arrow upon hil bow, shot ai it, Flrdaual 
remomlior^d the 4nc4im and^ aorne time aftcnmrd, happening to 
pMs by Mnkriil Bdd in attendance ini thu Sultau, bu nijulo the 
itory Irauwm The mound wna oxcaiwted, and aeveral torqiiea 
ot red gold wore diacuvered. Tlw Sultiin llhjm to Firdaiiai^ 
who refiuod to keep thorn For hiuiBiilr, and diatribiitod them 
umong the other court poets-* 


* Seep. 10. 


* tl Pcmlau Ptefncc, pp. 3i9-4i 
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S I 

Ths Frti'Uiie 

V, Syfli In His name Who is Lord of moon and Bim, 

The name revealed by wisdom to the heart. 

The Lord of being and uprightness—One 

That brooketh not perverseness on thy part— 

The Lord of Saturn, Mbits, and Sol, from Whom 
Our gospel are, our hopes' and dread of doom I 

4 * 

I know not how to preuse Him though in thought 
i pour my souL He fashioned space and tiuje; 
The emmet's foot with proofs of Him is fraught. 
From yonder oireling aun to earthly grime* 

Bright lire, air, waier^ all are witnesses^ 

And give thy soul assurance^ that He U. 

Let it be thine the Maker to revere* 

Who hath no noed of aught, no need of orown 
And throne^ of minister and iroasurur. 

Of less or more* of fortune's stuilQ or frown; 

Yet, though He ncetloth naught, His slaves aro we* 
And bow bofore His bidding and docroo. 

Since He created wisdom and the mind, 

Past doubt, and set the heaven and stars on higb^ 
In Him supremo the sole Creator find, 

And Source of happiness and misery* 

V, S71 Of night and day, of circling sphere above. 

Of fo^ and sleep, of anger and nf love. 

Of RiiKtam's wondrous deeds there La no scant* 

His legend in the hearts of all is rife; 

A crocodile in water, elophant 

On land, wise, shrewd of heart, a xnan of strife* 
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Consutumntc both in wnr and valiaucy, 

A man of kitowledgo, wit, and weight was he. 


Bis battle with Kitimis I neat present 
In mine own words but based on docuinent, 

So turn now to tbe rustic lumstrel's lay, 

Murk wbat that man world-proven hath to saj*. 


§ 2 

* IIow KJiNfr^iu rtn'tfud Tii§ * 

Tho trtjops with Fiiriburz. Giidars:. aud Gfv— 

Tho shatterer of hosts—went to frun 
In gnof with ehooks^ When they hcwl renohed 

The road toward Charani and had KaLit 
Above, the waters of Mayajn below. 

They spako about iho conflict with Fan'id, 

And ftlJ their gain was angubh and remorse. 

Fear of the Shah filled ovety heart with j^ain^ 

For they were guilty and their eyes wept blood. 

They caine before Khusrnu with souls aboehed^ 

With wounded liven*, and as men in fault 

For having alaJn ihuir inonarch's blameless brotheTj. 

And yielded crown and signet to the foe; 

Thoy caniQ with hearts scared and with folded arms, 
As slaves aro wont, before their sovereign. 

Khusrau regarded thorn with angry looks: 

His heart w'oe foil of pain, hia eyes of tears. 

And thus ho spake to God: O lighteous Judge 1 
Thou gavest to me fortune, throne, and prowess^ 

But now I shame before Thoe. Thou dost know. 

Far better than I know, tho why and how 
Of ihiogs, or else I should oo mmand to sot 
A thousand stakes forthwith upon tho open. 

And Ttis and all that carried arms with him 
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Should be Unpoled. I nionmcd niy faHier'fl death, 

Mv heart was ftllcd with sorrow, paio,^ trouble, 

And now there is new vengeance for Fam , 

For i must peeda Broito off the hcwl of fos. 

I said: ' Avoid Kalal, CharniP. ,, v, ^ 

Though people should shower drachms upon thy heiul. 
Because Fardd is with his mother there. 

Ho is a hero of the Kaiau race— 

Awandor; Should he know vik TOs or why 

The army tuarched I Of course he would attack. 

And from the mountain slaughter many chieis. 

Why did inhumnn and inaeuBate Tils 

March in such haste against that bold ? Good sooth t 
The Master of the sky no longer fovotireth 
Him and the host. The kindred of Gudar» 

Fared ill through him. Bo ho, his elephant^ 

And drums aocutsed. I gave him mbes of honmvr ^ 
And gifts, and amt him forth to hghlr-my brother I 
Away with chiefs like Tus son of Kaudar I 
May DO such paladina he generals! 

Alas! Idas I the son of Siykwush^ 

Fardd-with that stout heart, that mace and sword, 
AVho, like his me. was slain though innocent. 

Slain by my general and by my troop 1 
None know I worso than Tds, and ho is npo 
For chain and pit. Brainless and veinless too 
The wretch is as a dog to roe." 


With stricken liver to avenge his brother 

And father’s blood, dismissed the troop disgraced, 

Wept his heart’s blood, and abut to them the door 

Of audience, being wounded to tho soul 

With anguish for Fanid. The warriors 

Went sad and sorry to the court of Kustaro. 

And thus excused themselves: "God wiUed it sol 
Who wished to light Farud T StiU when the sea. 
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Of Tiifl wa« Eilr^iQ the cliioftains" hoada grew dark 
At tliRL disgrace and, when his san-in-law 
Rfimiz fell too, misfortuno'a worst waa done. 

Who knew the name and bearings of Farad. 

And wished to wound him through oiir monarch's 
heart ? 

Plead with the Shih. Perchance ho will refrain 
From vengeance on the host. Wfis not RJvnfz, 

The son of Rai akin grioTOUslj 
In fight diS w ell—a younger son and warrior^ 

Dear to the father of nioon-faoed Khnsraii 1 
Such is the issue that all battles have. 

To tliia a crown, to that a narrow grave I 


S 3 

H(ffr Khrnma pardoned the irdntanf 

Wlion &)! hod gilt earth’s face, and darkisoiiio night 
Waa taken in the toils, ahonts rose before 
Tho palace portal and the peerless Rnstani 
Came to the Skib. and saidt ** 0 great Khu^rau! 

Throne, crown* and signet-ring rejoice in thee. 

Tho Shah is wroth with Tds and with the host. 

But pardon their vrrong-doing for my sake. 

When Tihi beheld hk son and eon-in-law 

Both slaughtered, pm deuce left his brain and heart, 

For first, he is not wise but cholerio. 

And aesLt. a son's life is no light eoocern; 

So when Rivnist was slain boforc his focOj 
And that proud cravalier Zanisp withal. 

No wondor if he blazodr The Shilh should not 
Take vengeance on him. Then again the host V. 874 

Was ill disposed toward thy glorious brother 
Because he had not visited the Shah. 

Know that the date when each must die k fi^ed, 

VOU lU* ^ 
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And bo tint griovnd LoTouti Our spirit pitaseth, 

Or oIko ia mmh pftsa. Tlirt® hundred spulhs 
Will not delay it." 

Kfti Khusrau replied:— 

" O paJadial 1 sorrowed for this youth. 

But now thy redo b solace to my soul, 

Though still I aeho at heart." 

Then Rustam kissed 

ITie ground before the monarch of the world* 

So when the sun had shat its rays on high, 

And hastened fco ascend upon its cur^e^ 

When it had rent its turquoise robes of gloom, 

So that its ruddy, gbining form showed through, 

The general, Gfv, and other warriors 
Approached the Shiih with blessings, and Tihs said 
Live fortunate till time shall be no more. 

Be earth tho basis of thy erowa and throne. 

And heaven the guardian of thy Grace nnd fortune* 

My heart b sorrowful, my liver wounded 

With pu.m for niy misdeed, my mind b full 

Of shame, luy tongue is all Oicuse, tny soul 

All fault, 1 bum as 'twere A^orgashaap 

In anguish for the pure Hauls of Fanid 

And of Zanbp^ If 1 am guiltier 

Than others i am writhing for my deed. 

When valued with Bahnlm and with Rfvnfz 
Mine own life is not worth a single mko; 

5o if the Shiib will cease from wrath with me, 

And with this noble but offending host, 

I wilt go forth to cancel this disgrace. 

And will exalt our fallen heads anew ; 

V. 875 I will share all the army's toils mysdf. 

Be it to keep iny life or lose my head* 

Henceforth 1 wUl not look at throne and crown. 

My heaj:l ahjill see naught but a helm of Rilm.'‘ 

The monarch graciously received these words; 
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His heart grew' fresh as rosea in the spring. 

He counselled much Mnih Rustam, with thoebiefa 
And warriors, then sent T^ls^gniiuat Tutiiri 
AVith dephantR on cl Hhawma and kettledrums 
The ocunpanj dispersed with out delay^ 

And RuatEktu also homeward took his way. 


§4 

//ow? Tih to 

When bright Sol ehow'od, and when from night's bent 
bow 

Dawn brake, Tiia with the great men of the host 
Came to Khuarau who said: "Truce of this feud 
la never lost. Begun by Salm and Tiir 
It had fresh impulse given by Minuoliihr, 

But never was a ^b^h so shamed as I, 

Or earth so glutted with his warriors^ gore! 

The billa have girt them with GddarAsians' blood 
For whofzi weep bird and fish by land and sea, 

O^CT the Turanians' waste the (nmians* hands 
And feet and trunks lie scattered! Are your oounsek 
Auspicious ? Are ye all heart-stirred to vengeance f 
The gallant warriors, with folded amis 
Before that sun I ike and aFipiring one, 

All kissed the ground together—wairions. 

Such as Ruhhiini, Gurgfn, Gtidarsr, and Tiia, 

Kharrzid and Zanga son of Shdwafiiu, 

Bikban and Gfv and other men of might. 

They said: '‘Well starred, good-hearted Shah who 
hast 

The heart withal to pluck out lions^ hearts! 

We all of us are slavee of thine and hang 
Our heads in reverencoi O Bhih I before thee. 

If now the Sb^ so biddeth we will all 
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Pout out our fioula in figlit. n*>t h® mark ^ 
Aiigbt ill Eroin us if sun ftud mfK>n sball lour not ” 
Khusrau then sumnwuied Giv and seated him 
Upon tho throdo of grontnese, praised him much* 
Bostoving many a gift and mark of favour. 

And said: "Thou seekest toil on mine account. 

But Bharest not my treasures. Tiia though leader 
Must not employ the drums and elephanl.s 
Against thy counsol rashly. Didst not sao 
How in Btthnlra'a case (may his sonl rejoice t> 

Great skill in warfare fa.shion«l for itself 
A dark, strait dwelling through the quest of fame 
And ill advice T Brief though our sojourn Iw 
Fame should Niinain behind uii, not disgrace. 

Khusnui gAve uioaeyt called tbe comiubaarioK, 
Spk« much with Tds, and sought a lucky day 
According to the stars for setting forth. 

The chieftain Tils then camo goncmlp 
Received the standard, elepbantn, and drums* 

And did obeisance while the soldiers shouted. 

Tho cart h hoavwl undemeath the chargers* tramp; 
A duet-cloud gathered from the hors&s^ hoofs; 

Tho tnimpet'e blast went up. What with the mass 
Of mail and Kdwa's flag eiiith'a face all turned 
To violet. "^Tho sun;^ thou woiildst have said, 

Is quenched, the sky and stars are all asleop. 

Tho Shah abode upon the plain with mace 
And olophant till Tiis the general 
Had passed, who on an elephant outspread 
A turquoUe Utter and thus Shahd'Ward sped^ 
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27 ij[i Malaga of PMn ia iht Arm^ /rtin 

A cameleer bore blti 3 t-iike to Pfrdn 

This message i " I have rcncliGtl the river ^h&hd 

In anus jinti ready to contend with thee. 

Pifiin, ou lisariug this, was sorely grieved 
That, "gaiuflt his will, he needs must pack the losds^ 
And went forth with his chiefs—choice eaveiliers 
And bravo—to learn about the fuiniau host, 

How many chiefs, and who, wore there with Tufl, 

Ho drow his troops up on hia side the stream, 

And sent a greeting to the Inioiau chieL 
He said: I everj'whero showed kindtinesB 
To Furangifi and to the Sbah^ 1 cried. 

And seethed as on fierce fire, for Siyawush; 

But now tho antidote doth bear the bano^ 

1 share in all these ills " 

Tds was distressed, 

f. 

Griereil al tho -wonia and snlTiiTUigs of Pfniti, 

And wild: *^Go lo PfrAn of turdent soul. 

And eaj: ‘ If thou speak'sl sooth wo have no quarrel. 
Drop foalty, ahandoB thy surroundings, 

And biir this door of fear imd road of loss. 

Go to tho ShAh olone, ho will requite thee. 

Give thee a royal crown and paladinahip. 

When ho rocalloth thy good deeds thy pangs 
Will pain him to the heart Gtldar^ and GIt 
A nd other chieftains, nobles shrewd of heart. 

Agree herein.*'* 

Tlio envoy wont like wind 
Back to PfrAn and told what ho had heard 
From Tub and from Gddaras of ardent soul. 

PWn made answer: “I by night and day 
Will ope my Ups to praise the chieftain Tdu. 
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! will ga oTet, ttking of mj kin 1 

Those who are wise anti list to mine ajlvieOi | 

And send them, bag and baggage, to frfiL ' 

An honoured head is more than crown and throna” 

Ho did not purpose acting in this way, 

But sought to gain occasion by delay. 

*■ 

§6 ] 

//oip Afrd*it/db mni nn Armsf tQ PivAn 4 

Pirin dispatched a cauiel-post by night j 

To toll Aftasiyilb: " Troops have arrived 

* With shawms and tymbals from ItAn, tsommanded ^ 

By Qiv, Giidara, and T«s, whom I have duped 

And much advised with. Choose a wariior-hoM, j 

Or else the war will ho inglorious, ] 

We may uproot the foe and fire their land, 4 

v. fiTO Elsa in thoir vengeance for prince Siyiiwuah F 

The IrAoian army ne’er will rest from strifo.” ^ ? 

AfnUiyab thereat convoked his oapt&ins, 4 

Told what had chanced, and said: " Prepare for war,” f 

Afr^iyiib arrayed a power that dimmed 
The eye of Sol; that host, so groat that earth 

* Was hidden, on the tenth day reached Piran, 

Who having victualled and disposcti tho troops, ' 

, And loaded up the baggage, inarched in haste, < 

I Regarding not his promise, to the >>hahd. I 

A scout came in to Tiis and said to him: — ' 

I ■* Bind thou the drums upon the elephants 

f Because Pima, perceiving downfall nigh, i- 

Spake guilefully. We sea the tyrant’s standard 
r And army drawn up on the river-bank.” 

1 Tds put hU battle in array. They ranged 

Ik The elephants and tymbols on the plain. 

The two lin^ like two mountains, clashed in fight—' 


I 
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The frsmian horsemen and ihe Turkman troops. 

The diist-filouds of iho hosts bo dimmed the sun 
That lire ruM from the stream—the iluab of sword. 

Of dart and javelin—and thou hodst said 
Barth planted air with tulipel'^ With tlio stir 
Of horsemen with their golden beltSp and all 
The golden hohnets and the golden ehields, 

A cloud in hue liko sandarach oioso, 

And earth became like ebony with dust* 

The horsemen's hoods beneath the mighty maces 
Seemed anvils 'neath smiths' hammers* Thou hodsl 
said 

" The river is a wine-press running bloody 
The air is like a reod-bed with the spears! 

Then many heads were cotight in lasso-eoils. 

Then many an honoured form was cast away. 

The shroud was mail, the pillow blood and dust; 

The bosom had been hacked by selmitars. 

Earth was a cercb-blooinj air ebony l 
The din of tynibols filled the sLariy heaven* 

What though the ambitious man a crown may gain. 
Or but the battle's surge of blood and dt23tp 
Yet from this world of our's deprt he must. 

Whatever his portion—ontidote or bane. 

I wot not of the end but, this I know, 

It ifi a cause for tears to have to go. 


I? 

Hmc Tom AnJtJinff 

Thore was a famous Turkman named Ar^bangp 
One whose renown in warfare reached the clouds. 
He sent the dust up froni the battloliold, 

And challenged the Irdnians. ‘Tus from far 
Saw him and ehoutedp drew his sword and asked 
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ThEit son of 2ijra ^ ” What tiaitiao bottroflt thou ? 
Who Is ihy fellow in the Tarkmau host ?" 

Ha saidi Ar/hang am I, a warrior— 

A noblo Lion who can bido his timOi 
Now will I make tho earth quake under thee, 

And cast tbj head upon the field of fight.” 

Tna. hearing hut disdaining all reply^ 

Smote with the glittering falchion in Ms hand 
That chieftain on the holnip and thou hadst said i 
His bodj nov^or boro a head at all I ” 

Pfrjin grieved sorely and the Turkman host, 
And none came forth ^ but all the warriors 
And chieftains of TAnin drew scimitar 
i^d massive mace, and ahonted to each other, 
Those lions: " Lot us charge and make the world 
Strait to the heart of TAs '" 

Then said Uilindn 

** To^ay wo will prepare* Be not cast down^ 

If any noble of the Irlnmns 

Shall came to challenge us we will dispatch 

A man to fight him and will mark the iBsiiCp 

But not provoke them rashly* ^Vliat we need 

Is r&apite for a day^ but when the host 

Is stiningp and the tymbals soimd in camp, 

Then from beyond the stream bo onslaught made 
With mace in hand if God and fortune aid/' 


§ 3 

iigtt Hiimdn fimjhi in'/A Tm 

HAnnin bestrode and spurred his cogle-steofh 
Thou wouldst have said \ He is an Iron walk 
Or Monnt Alburn in mail I He came before 
Tho host to fight and grasped a glittering spear. 
Tfis too ad vanewi ; earth mug with clarion-blare. 
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^ Aod SSI from luoklo&H Wisa/^ ha ex{;kimed, 

A mboriibla Tr^ like Liiifi up^sprmgotU I 
HaRt thou mdood come forth to fight sinco thou 
Hast aome forth mountisd adcI with spear m liwiii I 
Bj the ShAh'8 Ufo aad head I would oppose thee 
VVithoQi my breastplatOp muco, and Rdfuan oasquOt 
Just like a pard that clutobeth fa its prey 
Among the m cum tains* Thou shalt see how heroes 
Fight if thou venturest," 

Human replied:— 

" Bo not o'or-weening for it is not good. 

Though fate hath como upon one litoklcss chief* 

And by thy handp bold not tho rest in scorn. 

Arzhang bad deemed himsolf no man at all 
If matched with me upon tho day of battb. 

Enl have the fniniim warriors no sbamo t 
Doth not tbo warm blood boil in any breast 
in that their leader hath to champion them 7 
Have thoir hands failed to hght 7 Whore are Bfzhan 
And Giv—^thoso noble ones—and whore Giidarz^ 

Son of Kishwjid, that taker of the world 7 
If thou art paLidia why hast thou left 
The centre for tho field 7 The wise will own not 
Thy kinship and tho sane will hold then mad. 

Go, hold np Kawa’s standard; generals 
Como not to fight in person. Look for one 
On whom the Sh^ib Ixstowed a robe of honour* 

Some warrior in quest of crown and signet, 

And order him to battle with the Lion, 

And bring the band of the high-handed down. 

Ill would befall this noble host of thrne 
If thou wort slain by me, thy troop become 
Abandoned* spiritless, and, if they liTed, 

Discomfited. Save Rustam son of Z(d, 

And Slim tho cavalier, I see no noble 
Like thee within fnin whose oncK^tors 
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men rojjowned suicl Hluihe, No need of army 
If thon wilt in parjion 1 Go tby way 
That fioiiie aspirant from tho boat may face me; 
Besidas. if thou wilt list lo inie adviee, 

Wharein my semi and heart confirm iny tongue, 

Tho bravest smart when they eneotintor me.” 

Tiis said: " Eisakod majit 1 am the leader, 

But am withal a horBeman of the fray. 

Thou art a leader of the Turkman troops 
Thyself t Why then h.i%st ihm ooino on the field ? 

If thy heart will accept advice of mine 
Seek, Tis my counsel, for a league with tua 
Come with the noble captain of thy boat 
Before the ShAh because, while one survivetb, 

Those troops wdll rest no jot from tins rovenge. 

Give not thyself thus madly to the wind, 

And may my counsel reour to thee, 

I^ave those who should be slain to fight with us, 

For not one guilty shall escape our vengeance, 

So act tho wise man^s part. The Shah directed s— 

»Harm not PirAn. Ho U my foster-sire, 

Experioncedj and my friend. Strive not with him 
Unjustly, wantonly, and see that he 
Hear thine advice-* ** 

Hiiuiun said: “ Bight Or wrong, 
When hidden by a king of glorious race, 

V, s ^4 We must go forth: we have no remedy, 

But must surrender all our heart to him. 

Plnin himself desiroth not this strifet 
For he is noble, good, and generous." 

While Tds was parleying, the face of Giv 
Resembled sandarachi he left the host 
Like wind, " O Ttis of glorious race t ho cried, 

A wily Turkman with his lips afoain 
Hath ooine between the linos; why should he speak 
So long with thee apjirt ? Seek not the door 
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Of peaoo, apeftk only witli thy Koiniitar/' 

Hurn^n, OD hemng, raged and said to Giv 
Of sleepless fortune: Wretchedest of all 
The freel perifsli Gildarz son of Kisbwiid I 
Upon the day of battle at Litdan 
Thou eawest; me with Indian sword in hand 
Whore not one of his seed survived that read not 
The inscription thereupon. For thae^ thy fortune 
Is like the face of Ahriman, imd mourning 
Is ever in thy house. If Tua slay me 
Men still will use the nisce and kettledruinj, 

Pfnin is living and Afr^iaiytVb, 

Who will avenge me promptly^ but if Tiis 
^hflll perish by my hand none of hh troops 
Will reach fnin. Bewail thy brothen>" p^g^^r 
Why TEvilest thou at Tus son of Naiidar?" 

“ What wrath is this ?" said T4% I am thy foe ■ 

Come let us wheel about, begin the encounter^ 

And bend our browa in batUo ” 

TheiiHiimtin:— 

All heads beneath a crown or helm muiit die, ' 

Since death must coine 'tis best upon the field, 

And by tbchand of some skilled cavalier^ 

A leader, prince, and ardent warrior/" 

Then, grasping each his massive mace, they chaiged. 
Earth reeledp day darkened, and a dust-oloud gathered 

Above the scene of strife. Thou wouldst have said:_ 

" The night hath eome on them by day^ the sun— 

The lustre of the world—is blotted nutl^' 

Those mighty maces clashed and bent like bows 
Of Cbiicb, the ring of steel rose to the Ekj\ 

The wind of that contention reached the Shahd 1 
Thou wouldst have said: ^Stone heads are in those 
helms. 

Those warriors" blows have bUelccned death's own face \ 
They took in hand their Indian Hciiniiars, 
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And sent spnrks slrowning out of stone and steel 
Till with the ohioftRins’ might the tronohant blades 
First beat, tbon shivered. Dust-smirehed and athirst 
Each warrior clutched the other's kathem bolt, 

And prossctl with all his weight upon the stirrups, 

But neither camo to dnst, Huiniin's belt snapped. 

He leapt upon a fresh steed while Tus took 
His quiver, strung his bow, and sot thereon 
A poplar arrow. He bogan to showor 
Hia shafts upon his noble foo and wheeled 
To left and right as hoTBOmon use to do. 

The point* of steel and eagle-plumes bedimmed 
The mid-day sun, the world bocouie a* 'twere 
Night’s second watch, its face like diamonds. 

Pierced by a poplar shaft Human’s steed fell i 
Ho raised bis shield to save his face and head, 

On seeing him afoot upon the tioLd, 

And holding not his own, the Turkumn chiefs 
Brought him a noble mount, but when Hiimiin 
Had seated him upon the bark-lined oaddle, 

WitU Indian sword in hand, the men of name 
And wftTfiura all drew near to him and said 
“ It greweth dark, there is no tuno, and strife 
Is over for the day, May evil eyes 
Be far from ihoo and fighting end in f^t " 

Hi'iuiim the warrior turned hU rein (Tus raising 
Hi* own lanoe to him I, left the Held, and sought 
Pinin. A shout rose from the Turkman boat :— 

" How didst thou fare when face to face with Tiis, 

O warrior I Our hearts were full for thee I 
God only knowoth what we felt I*' 

That Lion 

Replied: “ 0 brave and veteran warriors 1 
The day will bring us triumph, we shall take 
shinii^ tl(kg^ aII joy will be your portion, 

And 1 shall hftvo the &uirs of heaven for mine. 
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Tits fur his part shouting through the night 
Till cock-crow ; “ Is Hiimdn the man for too t 
A raging Uou should my foaman be.** 
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Now when high heaven had made its Crown of Jet, 

And Hung Pastilles on Lapislazuli, 

The pickets hurried forth on evoiy side. 

And set the wntoh around the canips, but when 
Sol showed in Canoerp and iho world becanio 
Fair as a Riinism's fnoe, from both the camps 
The sound of tynibsls rose, the world wits filled 
With the blare of olnrions, air was thick with floga^ 
Which gleamed re<lp yeUoWi black, and violetp 
The warriors bPLred their weapons, and rode forth 
To battle^ Thou hodst said : Heaven, earth, and time 
Don iron/' while tha radiant eiin was veiled 
By dust of caracoling oavaliors. 

And, what w\ih neigh of steeds and din of drums, 
Heaven kissed the earths Humaii the chieftain wheeletl 
Before the ranks, a shining dart in hand, 

And cried; "When I shall raise the battle-shout, 

Urge on my charger and seethe up with rage, 

I’hen draw ye forth your falchions as one man, 

And hold your shields of Ghfn above your beads. 

Seo nothing but your liorsea* crests and reins, 

I want no bow, 1 want no lancets point. 

But amied with sword and club and ma&sivc tnoce. 

As is the use and w'ont of warriora, 

Throw down your reins upon your horses* uockSi 
And give and take tbo buffets os they coma^** 

This said, the gallant horsonmu lion-liko 
Wont to Pfrdn: “ 0 paladin 1^* he cried, 
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** Unlock the ^'o&pcns of our warriors. 

Keep not dfniira within the treafiuiy. 

And hoard not arms. If we prevail to-day 
Thy heart shall pluck the fruit of faTouring stars.'' 

On hifi side Tds arrayed \m host as 'twere 
The oyo of chanticleer. ITie wtirriors blessed him. 

And hailed him os the paladin of earthy 
Who triumphed in the battle, and whose valour 
£^ent dust up from Huiiuin. Then to GiidarA 
Son of Kishwadj said Tils t “ Lot all wot well 
That if wo march forth, and our foea prevail. 

Our truat must bo in God, not in ourselves; 

He may assist us, cloo the day is lost 
At present let the chiefs with golden boots 
Remain with Kawa's ptandard. Lot none quit 
The mountain; this is not the day and season 
For strife and stir. Go<m :1 sooth I the eiteiiiy 
Out-nunibor us two hundred times or more t" 

Gudarz replied i If God will but avert 
Our evil day the fact of mere or less 
luiporteth not^ Daunt not the fniniai^, 

For if the sky turn over tia for ill 
To wait m no avaiL Array the host; 

Pash not our souls with what may be,” 

So Ttlfl, 

The chieftain, put the battle in array— 

.Men, druuifi, and elephants of war ; the footmen 
Went with the baggage to the heights, Gudarz 
Was on the right, liuhham shared with Gurgfn 
Tlie left, the troops urere ranked, anon the sky 
Shook with the roar of drum and clarion, 

The hefoft of oircling heaven was rent, the aun 

Woii choked with dust, none saw the ground beneath him, 

The murky clouds romed showers of diamonds, 

Fire dashed from helm and aword, the spear-heads 
gkomedk 
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And mn^iYO niftces whirled. Thou wouldst hniro 
said j— 

“The air is Tuac* and imup and the earth 
Horseshoes and mail'' The plains and dalef; ran blood. 
And swords worn lamps that lit a world of aightv 
No one knew head from foot^ sueh was the din 
Of drum and clarion \ Tiia said to Gudar/. t — 

“ Night oomcth and the astrologer hath told me:— 

' To-daj until tho night's third watch is passed 
The warriors from their sdmitars will pour 
Hlood on tho field, Uko rain from some dark cloud j 
But victory^ 1 mo, in tho end 
Will rest with our revengeful foes/ " 

Sbfclushp 

Ruhhiinip Gustaham, Khamd, Farhild, 

And brave Barrin eame forth between the hosts, 

Came liver-wounded, eager for revenge^ 

Like troops of dfvs upon a murky nighty 
While in all quarters tlin assailed tho clouds. 

Human on Liis side mountain-hugo led forth 
Hia army troop on troop, and none could tell. 

Amid the mass of maceSp inallotSj swordsp 

And spearSj the stirrups frotu the reins. He said:— 

" Our work to-day must not be like the fight 
Of yesterday, but wo must sweep the earth 
Of fgemen lest they seek revenge hereafter/' 

Then Tus a^lvanc-ed with foot-meUp elephants. 

And kettledrums, while spear-mcnp paviserB, 

And javelin-men drew up before the horso-mcn. 

"Leave not your pcsstSp" he said, “and hold your shields 
And spe&rs in front of yoUp and we will see 
The massive mace-play of their obivalry/^ 


/ 
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ILfW tht TdrdmmM vied Sor^f-y n^in^i the Hfjst &/ ftdn 


Among the Turkimms there wjis one BdEiir 
By iiftEue, adopt m magic, versccl in guilo 
And sorcoTj, and Icarnod in tho tongiiea 
Of Chfn and ancient PemaH To (.hat warlock 
PMn said: Scale tho mountain-top and eend 
Snow^ coldp and blast upon tho Inimana.'" 

That aoTcorcr aped thither, and forthwith 
Came snow and storm. Tho fmnian apoarmen^a himrb 
Failed in tho snow imd stross. Amid tho tumult 
And icy blaat tho warriors' war-ei^ rosCp 
And arrowfi rained, Lot all the army charge/' 

Pirdii bade. While their hands frecKc to thoir spoars 
None can show prowess.'' 

With a shout Humdn 

Charged like a lusty dfv* They slaughtoTed bo 
That 'twixt tho linos thoro was a sea of gore, 

Tho vaIos and wastes were hllod with snow and bloodp 
Tho horsemen of Iriln were ovorthTowOp 
Till corpses loft no room to wheel; tho ground 
Wei 3 blocked by snow and fallem T^ the leader 
And other chiefs cried bitterly to heaven:— 

Higher than all knowledge, aenaej, and reoaoUp 
Not At, or In, but everywberol we all 
Ato Thy transgressing slaves and in our straits 
Appeafto Thee, for Thou wilt help the helpless. 

And art the Lord of tire and icy blastr 
Deliver us from this osoossive eoid; 

We look for aid to Thee and Theo alone." 

A sago approached Ruhbain Axid showed the height 
. 895 Where bold BaKur TVfis statioDed with his spoils- 

Ruhhiim wheeled round and quitting held and host^ 
And girding up hia mail-aklrts to his waist. 
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Clorab to tho mountain'^top- The warlook saw him, 
And, grasping a tnacq of Chfn, advanced 
To fight. RijbhLLtn^ approaching^ qnickly drew 
His tronchaiit scituitor and hacked away 
Tiie warlock's hand. Like Doomsday oamo a bloBt, 
And swept the murk frotn heavoru Staying thna 
The sorcerer'a hand iho brave Euklnim descended, 
Regained the plain, and mounted while the air 
Resunaed ita vault and radiant sun. • 

Ruhbiim said to hLi sire: '' Twas Borcerer a work. 
And how ho played the mischief as we fought 
The Shah^Ei troops saw the Hold a sea of blood 
Strewn wdth Iranian beads and headless trunks. 
Then spake Gddaris to Tds ; "^No n^ have wo 
For elephant or drum-beat. Lei us all 
Dmw sword and charge, and slay or else be slain. 
Good sooth! our time is coming to an end j 
This is no day for lasso, shaft, or bow."* 

Tils said : '* O thou experienced veteran I 
The sky is ridded of that icy blast. 

Why should our beads be scattered to the winds^^ 
Now that the Helper giveth Grace and strength f 
Expose not thou thysolfj for in this strife 
Our warriors will avail to do our wdlJ- 
Go not to meet thy fate or reckle^ly 
Advance against our foes but tarry thou 
With Kuwa's standard at tho army's centre, 

And blue steel sword in hancL Bfxban and Gfv 
Together lead the right [ upon the left 
Is Gustaharn; Rnlihitn is with Shidush 
Before the lines; Gurdm s lips are foaming 
For vengeance. If 1 shall be slain, retreat 
Back to the Shdb. but deatb is nobler far 
For me thim sbamc and every foeman^s jeers.* 

Such is the world, all auguisb and all woo 
Soak not addition if thou canst forbear, 

VOL. IIL 
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For that will bite thee seme day and will ne^er 
Prolong GXLBtenoe for theo here below. 

Again fljoso the blast of clariona^ 

The clangour of iho gongs and Indian bells. 

What with the din of warlike cavaliara^ 

The gleam of sword and crash of battlc-ax. 

What with darts, maces, shafls, and jaTolinSp 

The earth beoamo m 'twoiu a sea of pitchy 

The plain htkd with tnmkless heads and anns^ 

The crashing of the niaoes HI led all ears. 

But, since the faco of cmel fortune loured 
The fnVnian warriors showed tho foe their backs. 

Then Tus, Gildarz, and gallant Gfv, Sbfduah, 

BizhaQp and lion-like Ruhhiim all took 
Their lives in band and went in quest of fame 
Before tho enibattled linesL All those with Tiis, 

Tho nobles and the chiofa, poured out their blood 
Before the host, but thoae behind them ded. 

Then said an arch mage to that warrior-ohief:— 

The army is no longer at thy back: 

The foe must not aurround thee and destroy 
Both host and general,'' 

Tiia said to Gi v:— 

** Our soldiers" brains and wisdom arc no mates 
Since they have loft us thus, and in their folly 
Turned from tho fight; go thou and rally them; 

Protect our foomon^e jeera, our monarch's shanio.” 

Gfv went ■ the boat returned ■ the plain and desert 
Seemed filled with fliain. Then Tds addressed tho 
captains:— 

This is a struggle and a strife of ohiefi* I 
V. S95 But since tho cheek of day is darkling now, 

And all the land la like a sea of blocsd. 

Seek wo a rcst-ing-place if night can rest. 

Our slain perchance a bed of sand may have, 

And coverlet of earth by way of graveu"' 
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Tbfs drew back with head« abashed 

And livers wcundetl for their friendfi, and when 
The moon o'er tho uiouu tains as it were 
A king tri urn pliant on bia turquobo tbron^K 
Ffran ibo ohioi'tiiin called bis warriors. 

And ^id: “ Not many of tbo foo remain, 

And, when the Topaz Sea shall dash its waves 
Upon tbo ReaLui of LapislaseiU, 

1 will destroy those that survive and nmke 
The Shah's heart writhe." 

The troops went oS Tejoicingp 
And all the night before the tent-onaloaurn 
Sat sleepless through the sounds of harp and rebeck; 
But for their part the ininiana raoumedp the sires 
Lamented for their sons, the killed and wounded 
Hid all the plain, earth ran with great men's bloody 
To right and left the field was strewn with hands 
And feet unsortable. All night men raised 
Their stricken friends, bound up and stitched their 
wounds. 

Loft strangers to their fate, md burned the slain. 

Full many of the kindred of Gudarz 

Were hurt or killeti or eaptive. At the nows 

He wailed, earth shook beneath the Iraaians* cries. 

The chiefs all rent their raiment, he himself 
Cost dut$t upon hie head, exclainiing - *'None 
With hoary head hath seen such ills as tulno I 
Why must 1 still survive with my white hairs 
Now that so many of my sons are laid 
In dust! Since that dark clay when I was bom 
i have not dodod my tuuicp VMien 1 went 
With heroes and my cavaliers to war 
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My grandsons and my eons supported me, 

But nene of them surviveth our first fight 
Upon Ttlninian soil I May be my sun 
Was once for all extinguishod ^iih Bahnlm, 

And hence 1 see so many chieftains slain.** 

TAfl, hearing of Gudara, wept tears of blood, 

And turned as pale as gandarach. He raised 
A bitter Magiw cry: “ Had not Naudar, 

That holy man/* ho said, set in life's garth 
My feet and reota then travail^ pain, and grief, 
Woe for the dead and anguish in the stnfOp 
Had ne'er been uiine, for since 1 girt my loins 
My heart hath oft been pierced though I survive* 
Now where there is a pit inter the alcdn, 

Restore ewjh trunk its head, and bear the baggage 
Toward Mount Ham/iwan- Take all the armyp 
The tentSp and tont-oncloBures to the mountaitL 
We win dispatch the ShAh a camel-post; 

His heart will burn and he will send us treopa. 

I purposed when [ sent the cavalier 
To carry nows of ns before the battlOp 
That Kai Khnsmu should send the son otZAl 
To load the reinforcements to the field/* 

He loaded up and, thinking of the shiin 
With anguuih, called his men to horse again. 
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Now when the bright aun showed its crown, and strewed 
The Ivory Throne with Camphor^ Tds^ good sooth 1 
What while the foe wore sleeping with fatiguCp 
Had marched ten leagues, and fared thus day and night 
With heart all Borrow and unbroken fast. 

Me reached Mount Ham A wan and ranked hia troops 
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Upon Its outskirts. Every eye was bloodshot * 

Thoir hearts wore geared, thoir sonla like ravens' plumes 
With anguish. Then spake Tda to Gfv aud said:— 

0 full of wisdom and illustrious chi of I 
For three days wo hava marched with neither food 
Nor sleep I Come eat a Uttio aod repose ^ 

At eofu:: without thy mail; Pirdu no doubt 
Will follow us anon in tout on tight. 

Go to the mount thyself, and leave behind 
The freshest of our soldiers with Bishan." 

Gfv bare the woundeti, %^^eary ef the world 
And sick of life, up to the mountain-hold^ 

And chose the freshest of his troops for duly. 

"' This mountain-top," he said, “ must bo our home. 

Wo must recruit."* 

The outpoat-guards descended 
To hold the approaches that no foe might pass. 

And, what whh challenges and sound of gangSi 
Thou wouldst have said: ** The atones and rocks ciy 
out!** 

Now when the son roan o'er the mountain-tops 
The Turkmans' hearts were fnll of eogoniesa- 
A sound rose from Finings pavilion 
As of an ^rthquakc. He led forth the boat 
Like fire, and told HdiuAn: " The oouteat surely 
Will Boou be over. All their caTatiers 
Are slain or, heing wounded, cannot fights'' 

He beat tho drums; A shout rose from the waste; 

Ho led m person, When they reached the field 
They only found a camp without an army* 

And one who went to spy catnc io Pininp 
Aud said: " Ttiore is not an ir^ion here S “ 

A shout of triumph roso, tho troops awaited 
The orders of Pfnin who thus addressed 
Tho wise men; ^tsages famed and worshipful I 
What shall we do now that our foes have fled ?" 
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The horsomon of the host, both old md ytiuDg, 

Wroth with the piiladm, exclaimed j The Iraniaaa 
Have fled dofeaLed, and the battlefield 
la full of dual and blood I This ia tio time 
To fear them. We should follow up the foe, 

StraDgo if thou parteat ^vith thy wits aad wisdom 
The fugitive from wiud phmgotl into water, 

And we had bettor hasten than delay/' 

Pinln replied i In w-ar the foot of haato 
Is foohler than delay's. A soa-Uke host 
U gathering bofore Afrrtaiyab ; 

Lot ns delay till that great power with all 
Its warriors and Bghting-men shall come; 

Then will we leave none living m it&n : 

Such is the counsel of tho wise* Enoiigln 
Hiirnain said to FfrAn : paladin 1 

Vex not thy soul so nrueh on this account. 

, Sgg A host—all paladins and cavaHcrs, 

Srave men who wield tho lasso and the sword— ^ 

Have left their ground, iboif tents, and tent-enclosurcfi, 
Abandoned all and fled. Be sure of this, 

That thoy were forced to llee and once for all 
Show U£ their backs- We will not let them reach 
Khusrau and muster at hb court afresh; 

'fhen from ZLlbuliatdii will Rustam march 
Upon us, this delay cause fearful loss. 

Now is the time for me to fall £>u thein^ 

And put in practice ruso and arLiflcOi 
We have tho certainty of laying hands 
Upon Giidarz and Tua the general. 

The royal standard, elcphanta. and drums ^ 

Shall we do better by delayiag here ? ” 

Firdn replied i ** Be still thus shrewd and ardent. 

So do because thj star and rede arc good. 

And heaven's vault is not so high as thou."' 

Ho set forth with his army in pursuit. 
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And biido Lahhak; “ Now tany not but ply 
The roin with ten fiootts oa^ttUera and loose not 
The girdle from thy loins tlU thou hast soon 
Where the frsinians nttt." 

He went like wind. 

And took no thought of real and food. At midnight 
The (ninian outpos^guards cnwght riglit of him 
Upon the dusky plain, and from the mountain 
Rose shout and sound of gong. 'Twns not the tiuie, 
Ho saw, to lEury, wont hack to Piran, 

And gave him lidinga of the (nlaian host 

“Tis on Mount Hama wan with'front well guarded.” 

Pfriin said to Ililman; " Ply rein and stirrup 
In haste, take with thee cavaliors enough, 

Take nobles, warriors, and men of nauto, 

For a'ith tboif Hag and troops the frunians 
Have takon refuge on Blount Hamawon. 

Til is war involvoth further toil, so sharpen 

Tliy wits to find a remedy j if thou 

Canst capture Kiiwa's legacy—^bis standard— 

Then daylight will bo darkened to our foes. 

If thou prevaileat claax’e the Bag and stafi" 

To pieces with thy trench ant seiroitar. 

Lo, i will follow after thee like wind. 

And dally not.” 

Huiiiitn chose thirty thousand 
Tuninian horse with shields and scimitars, 

N ow, when tho shining sun displayed the faeu 
That fillath earth with love, that army’s dust 
Appeared ahir and l^in the look-out rose 
Tho watchman's about: ” An army ftom Turdn 
Appeareth! Upward to tho darksome clouds 
Its dust ascendeih ]” 

Tus. on hearing this. 

Assumed hts mail, rose din of trump and drum, 

And all tho franian chivalry in mass 
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Ranged on the jnountam^^ foot^ Whenas Hu min 
Beheld that mighty army brandLshing 
Sword, mace, and spear, and raging like fierce lions 
With Riwa's standard in their midst^ he ehouted 
Thus to Giidari! and Ttk: " Ye left Iran 
With elephants and drums to be ayenged 
Upon Tiiran and to invade out coasts; 

Now to the mountain have ye fled like game, 

In utter rout and all fordone with fight t 
Feel ye no shamo horeat and no disgraee 1 
Are food aod rest and sleep in rocks and atones ? 
To-morrow, when the sun shall top the hlllsp 
Will r turn this thy stronghold to a aoa, 

V, 9 £Ji Will bring thee from this lofty mountain down, 

Will make thy hands fast in the lasso's coils, 

And send thee to Afrdsiyiib, deprived 
Of provand, rest, and sleep, and thou shaft know 
That this thy shift is hut a shiftier one, 

And one to be deplored/' 

He sent Pfran 

A camel-post full speed. " What sort of fight 

Did wo espoot U' he said. *"Oiir thoughts were other. 

And we made ready te attack the foe. 

But all the mount is troops and kettlednime, 

Tho standards wave hobind Gudatss and Tiial 
Take order that as soon as bright day sbineth, 

And when the world's Light showeth in the sky. 

Thou mayst be here with troops in war-array^ 

And make the phun'i face dark with hosts of mexu'^ 
The message roused Pirfm ; no timo was lost; 

That night he marched on with a sea-like host 
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WTion Sol. awojufy of its veil of gloonip 
Had bmrsten through it aod ootoe forth, Pfrao, 

The loaderp reached Mount HamiiwaUp and earth 
WflB hidden by the dust of troops, “ Abidop"^ 

Thus said he to HtitniLU, here tthoro thou art [ 

Set not the troops in motion for a while. 

I will hold parloj ^rith the Ir^inian leader^ 

And say: * Why hast thou set up Kawa's standard ? ’ 
Who told htui of Mount Kaniawan and uoif 
Whoa there what hopelh he ?" 

In hate and vengeance 

Ho came anoar the Iranian host and eried;— 

'' lIlustriaiiB TASp the lord of elephant, 

Of mace and kettledrum ] live months have passed 
Since thou provokeckt war, and on the field 
The noblest kinsmen of Gudarz lie boadlessp 
While thou hast fled^ thy soldiers panting after^ 

And like a mountain-sheep hast taken refugOp 
Full of revenge and ranoonr, in the heights! 

But thou wilt surely come within the toib.” 

Exalted Tiis replied: "" I mock thy falsehoods. 

Thou didst set wreak afoot among the mighty 
Throughout the world for SiyAvush. Hast thou 
Xo shame of tfay vain w orde I Hoi though they be 
They will not bring me to those toils of thiae. 

Ne^er may the world possess a palndm 
lako thee among the men of might and name. 

Thou by an oath didst ruin Siy^wush^ 

And wreck earth with his blood, thou madest him 
Stay in TiirAit; now war and vengeance stay 
In earth through him. Alas I for that groat priaco 
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And noble man whoBe fjMja once gladdened fkll! 
Thou by this pmcticOp sooh deceit and lies. 

Wilt gain no lustra in a true man's sight- 
We could not forage on the battlefield. 

And therefore have I marched to Hamawan. 

News now hath reached the monarch of the world. 
Who with hia mighty men will come anom 
The great men of tho host have gathered’—Zsil 
And Kttstaiii of tho elephant! no form; 

And when the Shah is fairly on the march 
1 will not leave Ttitun Held, fell, or crop- 
Since thou art hero behold a task for men: 

This is no time for ruse and ambuscade.*^ 

Pintn on that sent forward troops to seize 
v -^3 Tho approaches, and tho army mountam-like 

Movodt troop on troop, upon that mountain-skirt, 
Pfriin, when thus tho foemen's foraging 
Was stmitencdi laid his plana, 

“ We^'* said Hutnjin, 

" Must get possession of tho mountain's footp 

And I will deni so that t1i« fniimns 

Shall never gird themsolvea for Tengennoe more." 

rfnin replied i “ Tho wind is in out face, 

And noQO w'otild think <*f fighting with it so j 
But they havo not room for forcing, 

And nobody would guard a barren rook. 

They will no longer heed their general; 

With vnrliko eyes grown dim the troope will come 
To aeek not fight but quarter ; 'tis a day 
For grace and not (of setting in army." 
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How the ffdmans a Nifjhi-aiia^h' 


Gudarz and Tila fluspoated this; tha cMofe 
Wer^ in dismay. Said old Giidarz to Tus i— 

We muat fight uow. If we have three days' provand 
We have not more, and not one road h open! 

We have no teota, no huts, no baggage-tram, 
iVnd this great host will starve 1 So^ when the stm 
Is wan of faoo and night's dark veil is seen. 

Choose wo bravo cavnliers, descend tho heights, 

And tiy our fortune in a night-attack, 

To perish one by one, or clso to gain 

The hero's crown* Such is the end of battles \ 

One hath the dust, another rank and glorJ^*‘ 

Tds hearkened to Giidarz; bis heart was full 
Of pain and of the ancient fend. Ho bcxle 
Till night appeared. The sun set; all was dark* 
When one watch passed, and men had fallen silent, 
Tiis mode him ready^ called the men of aetion, 

Gave one wing to Bfzhan, one to ShidiSsh 
And bold Kliar^id^ ihu glorious flag ho gave 
To Gustaham with much advice and counsel^ 

Then, shouldering w ith Giv, Rubhiim. and others 
Tho iuBBsivo mace, made for Pfran and shocked 
Like tire the Turkman centre* All the field 
Gre>w like a sea of blood, a mighty shout 
Eose from the host, the standard gf Pinin 
Was cloven, and hie troops were panic-stricken. 
Hiitnan, when ho had heard that cry, bestrode 
His Arab black, came up, saw many slain, 

And many turning from the fight dismayed, 

Wept tears of blood upon bia breast, and shouted 
" Was there no outpoat hers ? Had ye no stomaoh 
For fight f We are three hundred to their one; 
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It ill sleeping on the Geld of battle 1 
y* ^5 Ho I out with sword and mace, and up with shield 
Of Chin. Now that the moon o'er yonder height 
Iji drawing forth its sword, cat off the foe 
On every side and let none, combatant 
Or laggard, 'scape." 

Arose tho clarions' blnat. 

The warriors pressed forward, and surfoiinded 
The Irduian cavaliem like savage Ibiis. 

Sparks Hashed from holm and sW'Ord: thou wouldst 
have said:— 

The sky is raining maeea from the clouds t 
Night, sclinitarsp and dust coucoaled the stars 
And shining moon. Thou'dst said: " The Inlnians 
Are walled by coats of mail and in a murk 
As of a sea of pitch P Then to his men 
Hitman exclaimed: ‘"Enough 1 slay not the chiefs^ 
Bring me them captive and not arrow-pierced/^ 

They shouted back^ " Their plight is hopeless now. 
Lay on, lay on with mace and javelin, 

And orewn these chieftains' heads with crowns of blood.*^ 
Then Tiis said to Enhhuin and Giv j “ Good sooth i 
Our lives am but a jestl Unloas the Almighty 
Shall save our souls and bodies from thb acath 
Wc are but poised upon an eagle's wings. 

Or struggling in the waters of the deep i" 

Like savage Hona Leaping from their birs 
They charg^ together, while the sound of drum 
And pipo and clang ^ Indian bells and gongs 
Rose from the foe, men could not see their reins. 

The horses' crests, or spear-points at their eyes. 

" Ye have no room,'^ exclaimed HtimLiDp *"for fight 
V. 906 Or Qight, and evil fortune drave you forth^ 

That ill might reaoh the guilty-" 

^Mid such strife 

Abode that warricr4hreo with paltry powers T 
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Much thought they theti of Rustam, everywhere 
The pro west in the fray, and of Shfddfih, 

and Gustitharii, of great and small ; 

Good sooth r* said they, ^ one of the imniau host 
Would help U3 here 1 We came not to a fight. 

But madly to the maw of eroeodilea ■ 

Woo to the throne and portal of the Shah, 

For they will capture m anoQ! Great lluslam 
And Zal ore in S^bnlistiin I Iran 
Will bo destroyed 1*^ 

The din of mace and drum 
Reached the Ininian host, *uid Gfv and Tua 
Returned not [ Said Shiddsh and GustahaiOj 
The Lion I ** Tus h long engaged I *" 

Guniza 

Said to Bizban: “ Our leader's task is long I 
Anon the din of drums ro^ from the pl&m, 

Air turned pitch-dark and earth to fbony. 

The warriors made toward the voice of Ttis, 

The field ran blood. As they came up behind 
All drew their masaivo maeea. Tiia, aware 
That suecotu" had arrived, roared tyiiihaUliko, 

Loosed roin^ and pressed his stirrups^ for he felt 
His fortune rising, while Kuhhilm and Gfv^ 

Cheered by the voice of brave Bfzhan, became 
Like liona Thus they fought till break of day. 

Until the world's Light shone above the mountains^ 
Then they recalled the host and drew it off 
Toward the rocky heights. The chieftain Ttis 
Harangued the troops! From set of sun to dmm-beal 
Far from the noble be the evil eyOt 
And may our fighting end in festiva]. 

I never heard of warriors displaying 
Such gallantry as I have seen in you+ 

My firiit prayer is that Holy God will keep 
Afar from us the eyes of evil ones. 
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Ho is my refng© oTwaore and Ho 
Will lake you out of this. 1 trust withal 
In Him that presently and swift as smoke 
An army may coma up to our support. 

Assuredly my speedy eamel-post 

Hath roaohed ete now the monarch of the world. 

My letter will indame his heart anew, 

The elephantine chief will come to aid us. 

And with a noble company of laons- 
We shall return in triumph, well intent. 

And eager to behold Khuarau again. 

We will report to that triumphant world-king 
All that hntb passed la public and la priTate, 

V. 9 oS> And through his kindness and his satisfaction 
Obtain, each one of us, the fruits of fortune. 

Both hosts ceased lighting,^ breathed theuiBolTea, and 

The battle drawn. ,On both sides scouts advanced 
Upon that plain of valiant waTriors. 

Hiiman rAmo forth, saw corpses block the road. 

And thus addressed Pfnin s " Withdraw to-day; 

The battle hath not answered our desires. 

But w'hcn our warriors, approven horBomen. 

And men have tested I will make a fight 
Such as the sun and moon ne'er saw," 

They went. 

Their converse done, each on his schemes intent. 


I IS 

//on- A'ai A^inJiruu ha/l Tidin^t cf huf Hod 

Xews reached Khusrau : "Pfnin hath gained the day, 
Tdshath retiretl upon Mount Hamdwan, 

And many a chieftain of the host is mUalng. 

^ witb F. 
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The portal of the pakee of Gtid&rZp 

Son of Kisliwdd, Is TOid of men of war 

And ehiok. The veiy stara are wailing them, 

The rose m longer groweth in the gartlen. 

The world tlinoiigh them k filled with dust and blood. 

And Tus" high star hath fallon 1'^ 

Kai KhuEraii, 

The famotLs, heard, and hk heart iiiuakecL Ho bade 
The elephantine Kustam como to court, 

And with his host^ The sages and the arch mages. 

Famed and experienced of Inin, all came; 

Khusrau, the chief of chieftains, loosed his tongue, V. 90^ 

Told how the host had rough t, and said to Hustam;— 

ExaUed one I our ancient state, I fear, 
la tottering, whereat my heart h full 
Of dread. Thou foaterest the crown and throne^ 

World'ruling' fortune hath its light from thee, 

The heart of heaven is on thy sabre's point. 

And under thee are sky and time and earth. 

Thou didst dig out the White Div's heart luid brain; 

The age's hopes are based upon thy love^ 

Earth is the servant of thy charger's dust, 

Aud lime to thea k like a loving molhoif^ 

The sun is sot a-buming by thy sword, 

And Venus wec[5eth at that mace of thine. 

Thy plumed and pointed shafts make lions weary 
Of fighting wdth thee on their day of bale, 

Smee thou hast been a man and worn a helm 
No foe hath oast his eye upon Inin. 

Now Tik, Giidarz, and Gfv and other chiefs, 

With many of the wamors of this kiid, 

Have with full hearts and eyes that flowed with tears 
Fled from the soldiers of AfrasijTib. 

Full many of the kindred of Giidaris 
Fell on tbo day of fight and sleep in dust, 

Those of the army tliat escaped with life 
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Are broken-hearted on Mount Hamiiwan; 

Their heads are lifted heavenward; they pray 
The Almighty, who is Lord of time and place, 

That elephantine Rualani may pcrohaiico 
Come to them in God's Btrength at my command. 

As I perused the letter in the night 
I shed my heart's blood freely on my ebeqks. 

V, eia I told the thing to no one for three daya 
Sava only unto God the Suoeourer, 

But now, bccauee the matter bath surpassed 
All bounds, iny heart is full of care therefor. 

Tltou art the hope of host and general: 

Mayst thou bo sound in health and bright in mind; 

May thy head flourish and thy heart rejoiee. 

Be thy pure person free from hurt of foe. 

Ask me for plenty of whaia’er thou wilt. 

Of steeds, of arms, of treasure, and of troops. 

Go with good counsels and a jo 3 'ful heart: 

So great a work iiiust not bo slaekly done/' 

The hero answered: " May the signot-rlng 
And crown no'er lack thee. Heaven rememberoth not 
A king like thee for Grace, for stature, justice. 

And rede. Khusrau hath heartl that over sinco 
Kub^d assumed the imperial diadem 
I have been girded in Iranian quarrels. 

And have not sat at rest a single day, 

Mine have been waste, gloom, lion, elephant. 
Enchanters, lusty dragons, mighty men 
Both of Tdrdn and of Miizandariin, 

Dark nights, and massive maces, and wilhid 

Long joumeyings and thirsts, for 1 preferred ’ 

The door of travail to the sload of ease. 

So many toils and hardships have I seen 
That 1 have never asked a day of pleasure. 

Thou art the world's king, and a slave am I 
Girt to perform thy heste. Let not the Sbiih 
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Griove for tliG skiD, but let thy foos look wau* 

With bolted w^nist will I draw near to Tik, 

And gird me to avoDgo the irtiniaUSp 
For livor-woundod have 1 bcow and girt 
With mourning for the scionB of Gddars^H*" 

When Kai Khu^irau heard RnsLam's words he wept. 

And said; Withatit thee I desire not life^ 

Or majesty or crown or royal throne. 

Now be the welkin in thy lasfio'a noose, 

And crowned beads in thy bonds.” 

Tho treasurer 

Unlocked the royal hoard of jewels, crownSp 
DiaArs, heltue, lassos, bows, and belts, opod too 
The sacks of drachms. Tho ShAh gave all to Rustam, 

ThuB saying: " 0 illuatriotis warrior I 
Go with the maco-znen of f^AbulisLAn, 

And mighty men and warriors of Kabul, 

Swift aa the blast, not tarrying thyself 
Or bidding others tarry. From the ho^ 

Choose thirty thousjmd swordsmen digbt for war. 

And givo to Fariburi!: son of KaiiB 

* 3 emo troops to go on first and seek revenge.” 

Tho peerless Kuslnm kissed the ground and said 
The bridle and the stimips arc my males. 

Wo will urge on the chiefs; for be repoBo 
And idleness from \ie '* 

Ho paid the troops, 

WoDt forth upon the plain* prepared for war^ 

And said to Farfburz i " Lead forth at dawn^ 

Conduct the van, and sleep not day or night 
Until thou eome to Tils the generaL 
Say to him: * Risk not fight, use giiile, gmn timOp 
And bo not ntsh* Lo [ like a bltist 1 comOp 
Not dallying upon iho road, Guigln, 

Son of SIftidp approved in war, will know V- 912 

What to advise thy host in weal atid woe*" ^ 

VOL. III. 
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1/otr Fartlm'z ouM to Wife Faran^itt /Ae Mathef 
of Kai Kh^tMran 

O wiirrior, difittibutor of crownj^, 

Lord of the bTreastplate, butilo-ax, and Rakhub 1*^ 

Said Fftribura, " I have ft aeeioi wUli 
That I ean tell to do oee in the world 
Except to thee, O paladin of earth, 

\Vlio well deaervest ring and crown and signcti 
And art the stay and rofugo of the host! 

In theo the warriors exalt their holms. 

Know great one of Inin 1 and may God bl^sa thee, 
That I and noble SiyAw ush were brothers* 

And one in blood. Tis lit that I should take 
His widow as my wife, exalted chief] 

Urge this upon the ShAh. and thou wilt set 
A crown upon my head,” 

Then Rustam answered t — 
»T^ia thino to bid. I will achieve thy wish." 

The elephantine chief went in and said i - 
» 0 famed Khnsraiil 1 have a thing to ask 
That will exalt my head above the mocn. 

And 1 will ask it wdth the monarches leave, 

For God approveth. Love and justice reach 
All men through thee, twin-visagcd like ihe sky. 

Now Farihurz among the chiefs and princes 
* V. 9i j Uftlh not a peerj withal for redo and ptowess 
t I do not see his match, and he dcsireth 

This of the Sbi^h—the place of Siy^wnsh, 

^ So that, w'hen ho is marching to avenge 

jl Mts brother's blood, the guardian of hia houiYO 

f. And wealth, the confidant in all his cjvres, 

fc May be the daughter of Afriisiyiib, 

None olflOp they twain to be as sun and moon. 
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KhiisrAU QU bciiriilg gave cooEont B,ml said: — 

'' O famouB mjin! this gf fortuno tr&uiple 

All that rojetit thy coudsel. Naught but gMd ; 

Will ooine from word^ of ihiiie, live ever gioHouj! 

I eanuut urge Lhk, as thou koow'^t. Such speech ^ 

To her would bo iniapkeed, but I will give i 

^ly mother, if Bho will coDseut to listen, i 

The eounsols moat conformable with wisdoau*^ J 

They went together to the mooulike dame— ^ 

The peerk^ Btistaiu and benignaDt ShAh, A 

Who flaid to her: “ Thou memory of my BirOi ^ 

Iti good and ill iny refuge " 1 may govern, j 

But thou art Shah to me* Thou kuow'st the toil ] 

And travail of the aimy in this war^ j 

How many of our mighty men have pori&hod 1 

In battle with Tiinin \ I mean to send 
A boat with Rustuin son of Ziil as chiefs 
Whilo Farfbur;? will lead the van, ami Riiatam 
Himself he chain pion* Ho would have thee be * 

The wife of Farihur/- What m thy pleasure v. 914 

Therein f Bo greatness and all good thy mates/' | 

On hearing tills she thought about old iimee^ 1 

Distressed and vexed at heart ; at length in tears 
She said : " I blame not Rustam; if I did 
It would bo misplaced noWp for only heaven 
Can say him ufty w'hon ho requesteth aught, “ 

Then Rustam said to her s “ O dame of damcB, 

Extolled for sjiotkss vrnrth 1 Oh I may thy foes 
All perish I ThoUp may be^ wilt boar my omiUBel. 

Thou knowest that a w^omEu rojmot rest 
Without a spoiiBOp the young wilboul the yatingp 
And best of all a mato of Kaitm racCp 
For man is for the wonian^s sake, and sho 
Is far moro eager than her spouse for her. 

Victorious Farfburx son of 

Fit for the erown, the lustrei of the throne, 
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The brother aod the peer of Siyiwuahp 
la rukr of the more part of fnio [ 

The peopled limtl iind desert both are htfi. 

By leave, Ewivica, and order of the ShAh 
Do I appTOTO thee aa the prlnca^a spouse. 

What aayeat thou 7 Is he approved by thee h 
Doth Ferfbiirz appear a fitting mate T 
Thou wilt do well to hearkoo to my worth: 

Heed what I tell thee and the ShaVfi advice;* 

Tho Shilh of ladies held her peace awhile 
Id grief, ashamed to speak before her son, 

Then sighing deeply answerefl Rustam thus: 

“ O full of prowess^ loader of the folk I 
V- 915 Although there is none like him in. Imn 
He cannot tJike the place of Siyslwush; 

Yet is ray tonguor aa thou loayst say^ in fetters ^ 

By roasoD of thy words, O paladin 3 

What doth the famous moaareh now command ? 

» I must bo girded to perform his wilL** 

Tlius, blushir^ like the roses in the spring. 

The monarch's mother gave consent. The matter, 

Since Rustam was so icfiLant, was soon sped; 

They called tho arch mages and drew up the contract. 
Then Farlbiins became ShtiVs siro-indaw. 

And being franked by Kai Khusrau nod Rustam 
Increased his quality and dignity. 

And gained a robe of honour and now crown.^ 

Throe days prepared, tho fourth achieved, the biusmcsa. 
Then Rustam with his gallant warriors 
Fared toward the plain, while Faribiua with troops 
Went in advance, resplendent as a star 
In heaven. Ajose tho din of clarions, 

I Celt bIeuE qae FEflli<Jtir? dcfTllit> p»r I'frhirt da Kcl KtOHltsOn 
bcnit-peTB du rw, fit Rd«t«iii fol ti™ d^jmrfir. c^mbia 

alionucutY U PahleTsm, it Ital dcmiuu un pla* 

d'b&BOflor fft nUa twOteile CflnrCK&Bfl^ (ilLliild). 
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And match Hu^tnm led hia army forth. 

Tho Shah, the world-lord, with his mind all cam. 
Fared with hitn for two whilo Rustaia tamed 

Two stages into one upon his way, 

And rested not at all by night or day. 


S n 

Flow TtU farr Sitfdieush m a Dr^Bam 

One night, abdut the hour of drum-beat^ Tits, 
Heart^searod and full of trouble^ slept nud dreamod 
That from tho deep a radiant lustre re^o 
About an ivory throne^ and Siynwuah 
Thereon with Unveo and crown, with smiling lips 
Aud tongue fair-spoken, turned a sundlke face 
Upon hioL “ Stay the Inlaians here,"* he snid^ 

"For thou ahalt conquer in the hgbl. Lament not 
The kinilred of Giidarz, for there ia here 
A rosary all new^ jmd we wtli quad', 

How long wo wot not, undernealh its blooma/' 

Willi jo 3 dui heart released from pain and grief 
Tiis woke. Then to Giidar^: " VV^orld-paladin t 
1 liave beheld a vision in my sleep I 
Take note that Kustam like a rushing wind 
Will come anon [" 

He bade the pipes to sound, 
Tbo troops u{iou the mountain left their posts. 

The warriors of Iran girt up their loins, 

And sot up Kawa's standard, while Pirdn 
Upon the other side led forth his powers; 

The dusueloudB dimmed the sun; its eye was dazed 
By warriors' shouts and by the rain of 
The two hosts met, but not a ehampion showed 
Before tho linea Ham^n said to Plnin:— 

“ Wo tiuist attaok. Why hesitate T Tho troop 
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Ai^ not out huntinj^. llan and boafit b&aT weight.^ 
Pimn flaid: "Poaco 1 'Hs not the time for bitgte 
Or argument. Yeatroon from yonder linosp 
And uoawares, three with a paltry foroo 
jVj 3 &&iled usp Uangry Uona they, we sheep 
Whom cold is driving from the mountain-tops. 

. 9^7 I found the whole plain like a stream of blood. 

And famous heads kid low* The Iranians hold 
A harren rook, their chargers sniflf at thorns 
lake musk. Wait till they burn upon the emgs. 

And die reaourcelosa, LeaTO no w^ay to passp 
SidOp frontp or rear-ward. Since without your fighting 
The foe will come to haiid^ why change delay 
ifor haste ? Why should we fight ? Ten horse will 
servo 

As scouts upon the plain. Wait wo until 
Our foes lack food and drink, imd ask for quarter. 
Unless thoy can subsist on thorns and flhits 
When provanii faileth they will take to them 
And die." 

They left the field, went te their tents. 

And scouts were |x^&ted while the w arriors loosed 
Their bolts and turned to sleop and banqtieimg. 

The chieftain Tils went also to his camp^ 

With full heart and with cheeks of ebonjv 
And thus addressed Giidarii: " Afiairs grow dark I 
The fortunes of the Irnniatis arc distraught. 

Troops compass us, our boasts' feed is all thoniy. 

And food is not o'er-plontoons with the host 1 
Unsheathe at dawm. Rank on the mounlaiu-skirts. 

If our good star prove helpful iL will give ns 
UuT wdl upon our foes, while if iha Judge 
Of heaven shall eud us with the sciinitarp 
Xo more or less can hap than His decree, 

So measure not your breaths in your diismay. 

Death too with high nmowu k goodlier 
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Than life with fetur fljaJ nvortbrow/" 

They elq^ 

With what their fortime-faroured chief proposed. 


I 18 

Hotc A/rtUtydb teni (he Khdn fo Mp PMn 

When froui the sign of Cancer Sol roochod out, 

And rent the tniisk-bucd VoU, a inc$saeagor 
Caujo from the monarch to Pimn and said : — 

** Troops throng from every side — a ho&t whose duet 
Would make a do^rt of the sea of Cbm 
Upon the battl&'dayp A chief ifi there 
From Mil warn ‘u'n-Nabr ; his head is raised 
O'er circling heaven ; a hundred Hons' strength 
Is his; he quelietb mighty elephants I 
In lioight a cypress and hi looks a moon, 

A potentate whose toys arc croime and thrones, 
Kamus, this chief of chiefep wQl have his will 
Upou Gndaris and Tusp The troops ccmpriso 
Ah thofie that dwell ^twhtt Sipaiijiib and Rum. 

1 reckon Jirst the Kbin of whose orown 
Is hesvan, hie throne the earth, next brave Mrmshur^ 
Whose falchiiin layeth warriors’ hoods in dust, 

And next KumuSp the swordsman of Koshiiti, 

Who.su eyes ne'er saw dofeaU His works all pros[jer; 
When he is wrath ho brii^eth blast and Hnow," 

Piran harangued the army of Tunin, 

And said: Ye chiefs onci warriors of the king! ^ 
Rejoice yo, young and old S at this good news, 

Sent by the king, and be yo bright of sntil j 
Now must wo wash the Croiiblo frani our hearts 
1 will not leave irikn held, fell, or crop. 

The pains and troubles of the king are over 
In seeking vengeanco and armying troops. 
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And yo shall see Afi^isiyilb supreme 
By liitid aud sga, at honie and in fnin/* 

From ihosQ approaching poMfs freah mesaengeTS 
Kept coming to tbo eaptain of the host 
With joyful newa: '^0 famoufl paladin I 
Live glad and bright of soul for evermore. 

Be thy heart joyful to behold these kings, 

And may thy soul cease troubling. From Kashmir 
All, till thou Como&t to the liter Shahd, 

Ik elephants and litters, flags and troops, 

While from Saklab Kuudur the lion-man 
Is eommg with that warring Meat'en Biward 
Of Kilt, with Garoha from Sagsiir, Bhangul 
From Hind. Flags lill the air and swords the earthi 
Choghiin bath sent Fartus, the Light of hestis, 

Gahan hath sent Gahdr, who scorcheth heroes, 

With Shauiiriu of Shakn, first of the age, 

Who Kcattereth poison with his spear and sword. 

Now lift thy head and take thy pleasure here. 

For this glad news would make an old man young." 

Pmin Inugheil out with all his heart and sonL 
Thou wouldst have said : '* He that was dead reviveth I '* 
Thi-is spake be to Human: “ I will go forth 
To meet them. They have had a longsouie march, 
nipped for fight and full of corn They hold 
Their heads os high os doth Afriisiydb, 

For they have treasure, lustre, throne, and state. 

1 will go forth and see what men they are. 

How many, with what chiefs and warriors. 

Will do obeisance to the Khdn ef Chin, 

And kiss the ground before his throne withal: 

I will behold K/iinus, the exalted one. 

And timl Tils an opponent in ^hanguL 
Hetuniing hither 1 will gird myself 
To rob the Iranians of the breath of life. 

And, if they cannot hold their own, will make 
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Day dark and strait to ibam, £ will socuro 
With heavy bonds about thoir foot and necks 
Those that survive among the in^nian chiefs, 

And then dispatch them to AfiasijiVb, 

Not taking rest or sloop till it be done. 

Behead the common soldiers that I capture, 

Biuii them, commit their ashes to the winds, 

And taka no thought about the pkco again. 

Then will 1 part our army into three^ 

And darken the Iranian monarch's day. 

1 will dispatch one army unto Balkh, 

And make day bitter to the Iranians^ 

Another to Kdbulistiin and bring 
Kibul the ashes of Z^bulist^, 

And lead the third compact of mighty Turkmans 
And Lions 'gainst Inim I will spare none, 

Not womon, little children, young or old, 

But overthrow Iran, both hold and felL 
May not a band or foot' bo left to them I 
But till I order matters seek not fight."' 

Thus spake riran and want with wreakful heart; 
Thou wotildsL have said ; "^ Mis very skin hath bur&t-” 
Udmdn said to the troops: "Away with caret 
For two days let us labour but to keep 
Watch on Mount Hamilwan, for fear our foes 
^ Stojil off by niglit just when our flags will fill 
Completely road, piaiu, valley# stream, aud hilL"’ 
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Hma ths KMn Chin cttnie to Ilamd^an 

Pinin on reaching his allies beheld 
The pbins and valleys full of horses" hoofsL 
The tents and tent-enalosurea hUod tho world 
With red and yellow, blue and violet. 
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Amici mofit each enclosiiiTa was h st^ilard 
Wrooghi of brocode of CbiQ and painted sLlk. 

V, ^21 Ho stcHod amazod and asked himfioif in wonder:— 

Ib this a paradiso, or banqueL-hall, 

The starry heaven, or orbit of the rncion ? ” 

Ha oaine afoot anti kksod the gronnd before 
The Khiln, who, hcelng hini^ embraced him^ marvelled 
At such a chest wd neck+ niueb greeted him, 

Made inach of hinip set him upon the throne, 

And said: ^ Oh I well is mo that I should sit 
lo such good spirits by tho paladin!^' 

Ho then asked: ** Of the urmy of Jriin 
Who hath tho signet^ and who hath the crown 1 
What troops have they ? Who are their warriorB, 

And wherefore sit they on the mountain-top?” 

Firun replied: 0 monarch E live for ever, 

And may tho Maker bless thee who hast joyed 
Thy slave's heart with thy questiona. Through thy 
fortune 

1 am both well and happy* anti iny soul 
Ucsireth but the ilust upon thy foot^ 

The king inquireth of the iniQians: 

They have no signet, diadem, or throne, 

And, having longed for war beyond all ineasoro, 

Are left with only rooks to gaze upon; 

For foiled, dishonoamd, and reduced in strength, 

1'hey went in full Might to Mount Hamawaru 
Their general La Tils, a man of valour^ 

Who fearoth not a lion in the Beld^ 

Their ohieftaius are Clndarz son of Kish wild* 

Giv, and Kuhham—all men of noble births 
Now by the fortune of the illustrious Khiin 
This is the last host that their chief sshall sen 
They come not on the plain at battle-time. 

And save the flinty rocks have naught to hand ” 

The Khan said; ‘" Stay, and bring tby comrades too. 
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Cod tent of heart to-day will wo quaff 
And not anticipate.'^ 

He deokod the tents 
Like gardens in iho spring: " Tis PAradbep'* 

Thou wouldst have said, " for colour and dofiee.” 


I ^0 

i/rJFT /rdjtiViflw CVwJMfti hoic to od" 

Now w hen Sol muuiLte<i to the rault of hearon 
Tho hearu of Ttls and of Ghdarz grow troubled s— 

H Why are the Turkmans still to-day f Are they 
At oouusol or bemuBed t But bo they jmmI 
Or glad I look for ill I Know that if aid 
Hath come to them ill hap hiith come to us I 
Consider all the Iruniau troops us slain 
Or, if still livings Seeing from tho tight. 

If Kustam comoth not upon the field 
Disasior wdll befall us from you host* 

Ami wo shall have no sopulturOj no grave. 

But horses'’ hoofs will trample on our heads 
Giv said to Tus: O geueral of tho Sbtih 
What aileih thee to think upon uiiahap ? 

We need not look for ill ; God is thy Helper ; 

We are His worshippers^ and have broadcast 
Much seed of good. Such fortuuo hath the Bhuh, 
Tlie lortl of soiinitar and throno and crown. 

That God will not withdraw His help from us, 

Aud leave our enemies to work their will. 

With Riistamps coming all our soldiers' cares 
Will ond^ Let no man cease to trust in God 
Though day ahculd turn to night. Let not thy heart 
Bo straitrOneil needlessly because our foes 
Forbear to light ouo day: they have not shut 
Heaven's door on us. Fear not the foe's designs^ 


V. 
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y. If God moat high ordainoth losa for us 

Qmt vftiD imftginmga for cotoe it will. 

J^t tis eomtruct n trench before the hoat. 

As w^riors use, then draw the swords provoke 
A fight and sky our foes; wo shall no doubt 
Percoivo their aims and lay their secret bare. 
News from frin will cotoo aud there will be 
Light on the boughs of our tall Cypress-tree.'^ 


§21 

JftfW Gtldarz W T(dingi of the Comwfj of Husmiti 

Giidarz departed from the boat and clomb 
The raouutam-Bumnut. From the look-out came 
A grievous cry: The IrAuion warriors 
Aro ruined now! As yon bright sun decUnod 
The whole world eastward grew as dark as night 
With dnst^ which Btaudard-beariog elephants 
Sent up, and through that duat the shining sun 
Was lustreless I ** 

Giidarss heard that and cried:— 

" Bark earth is my sole hidiug-place 1“ 

His cheeks 

Became os pitch, and like one arrow-piorced 
Ho cried : " My share is ever strife and battle. 

My lot ill-li&p and bane for antidote. 

I had a host of sons and grondeons, moa 
Reputed in the londp but all were slain 
For Siyiiwtish, and all my luck bath goue I 
T* 9^ I hope no more from life, my day is dork I 

Would that my mother had not brought me forth p 
High hoaron nc*er turned o'er me 1 ^ 

To the wateh 

Ho said: *' Loog-sigbted m an and bright of mind I 
Look forth upon the hosts and see who cometh. 
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Wbora h tho banner of the ftiniau cTaief? 

Look to our loft aiid right ” 

Tho watohmau answered 
" 1 1560 no movement and rocnnnaiBsanico 
On oiir side, but on thoirs all h astir; 

Of us thou ivouldo&t Riiy : * They aro asleep,**' 
Thei*0ot tho paladin shed bitter tcarOr 
And cried in sorrow: Saddle me my ato^. 

And for the future nmko my bed of brick I 
I go to fill mine eyes find arms oaoe morop 
Embrace Shldash^ Bfzban. RubbdiUp and Giv* 

Those bravOp impetuous cavaliers, kiss each 
Farewell upon tba obeek f^nd shower tears." 

Hi^ gallant l>ay was saddled when there came 
The watohmaQS shout; " Rejoice^ world-paMin] 
And banish caro, for on the road that leadoth 
Toward fnm a bbaiok, Jay-darkening dijst 
Ariseth ; many stondarda like tho moon 
Are lifted from tho ccmtrc of a host; 

The first ono hath a wolf^ a moon the neiti, 

Tho third a dn^on with a lionh head 
In gold upon tho stall 

" Then live for e-vor. 

And may tho evil eye bo far from thcor 
Gudarz e:ji;olaimed. " When what thou utterofit 
To sueh gocwl purpose shall bo brought to pass 
I wtO bestow on thee snch varied treasures 
That thou ahalt have no need to toil henceforth. 
Hereafter, when we go hack to Iran* 

Some day, and to the cnonaroh of the bravo^ 

I will forthvritb present thee at his thronOt 
And Hft thy head above the nobles there. 

Now prithee leave iliy look-out-post, approach 
Our generals, and tell what thou host seen; 

Be quick ; us© whom thou wilt upon the road,** 

1 may not leave the look-out for the host," 
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The w&tchmttD saidp but whoa 'tm gtown so dtark 
That I can $ce no long^or T will cany. 

Like the Slmui^p the tidings to the troops 
Down from my station here," 

The paJaclin 

RejoinGd : " Be slirewfi of heart and bright of soul- 
Look forth from this high mountain yet again. 

And aoo how soon they will be here.” 

He answered 

Yon host will reach Mount Harndwan to-morrow' 
At dawm" 

The pnjadin concoLTOd such joy 
As would have brought a corpse to life. 

PinlD, * 

For his part, swift as flying dust-elouds led 
Thoso reinforcements ^ to the battlefield, 

A horseman went on first to tell at large 
The joyful news wdrich when Iliirndn had hoard 
He laughed and said s *'Now surely sleepless fortune 
Is with u^.** 

From the field a shout of joy 
Rose cloud-ward from the army of Ttlnin. 

The (ninian nobles full of caro and pain. 

With faces sallovr jind with livid lipa, 

Dispersed themselves upon the mountain-side 
To give their last instniotiona. Everywhere 
Groups gathered and bewailed themselveB^ and said: 

Woe for these warriors of royal race. 

Who are forgot ten by the franiaos, 

V. 916 For now the liona' maws will be their tombs. 

And earth be saturate with berrjcs^ blood V 
Tho chief bespake Bizban: Arise^ explore 
This socret, scale tho mountain-top and rruirk 
The character an<l number of tbifi host. 

See by what roaal they are approaching tis. 

> See ft tK acd J9. 
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What oainp-encloaurts and what thrones they liaTe/* 

Bizhan tho son af GfY then w-ent apart, 

And climbed the nicnmtain^s solitary peak, 

Saw flags and horsemen, elephants and troops 
On all aides, ran back to the general. 

With heart all pain and soul all care, and said 
'* Earth's Burraoe hath become like indigo. 

So many aro the troops and clepbanL^i 

Tlio flags and spears pass oonnt, the sun is dim 

In heaven wdtli dust, the troops are countless, boundless, 

The ear is deafened by their kettledrums I 
TCis Ufliened, Bad at heart and faeo all tears, 

Then called to him tho captains, Borolj grieved 
About hifl men, and said: "Time showeth me 
Naught but the woes of war, I have csporionced 
Full many a. rise and fall, but never fear 
Like this. We have but one resource: although 
Our arms and trfM:>p are few we will get reaidy^ 

Attack to-night, and make earth a Jlhirn 
With blood. If we shall perish in the fray 
There will bo generals while there are kings: 

Men shall not say: " He died ingloriously,' 

Although they have to lay me in the dust*** 

The leaders present all agreed thereto^ 

Now when the face of earth became like pitch, 

Wien Venns, Mara, and Mercury were hidden. 

And when the moon rose from the Sign of Piscies, 9^7 

And to the navol rent the robe of night, 

Tlie watchman with a face like sandarach 
Ban in to Tiiit and said: O General 1 
The Shah hath sent an army from Ininl” 

Tho leader Tus laughed with the other chiefs^ 

And said* 0 men of nflmo and warriors t 
We need not now seek fight since aid hath come. 

Wo have our times for haste and for delay. 

Tho elephantine hero by God's sirctigth 
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Will com® to our imbtnnco with tbLj host ■ 

Then on the Ttirkm^s will wo s&tkfy 
Our lust, and our ronowu Hhall roach the suit" 
They thought no more about a night-attack; 

The troops and leader joyed; the watchujaa made 
Their spirits bright iigain, and young and old 
Told those gliKl tidinga. sent forth his scouts. 
Shouts and the clang of bollB rose from the nioimt, 
And all the folk, grown happy and souUbright,^ 
Talked of the chief of paladins all night. 
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Hok the Khdn of UhCn lo r^&mTtoiiTe fhe 
Amif of Irdn 


Whenas the sun arrayed ins host in heaven, 

And black night disappoarodr the Khiin of CJhin 
As£emble<l the Turinian chiefs and warriors, 

And thus addressed Pfriln: ’* We will not fight 
To-dayj and wo do n®3d a day's reposo. 

But, while our pr^iud ebiefa and man-slaying liorscmen 
Rest from the travail of the tedious road, 

And from their Imrried march o'er lull and dale, 

I will survey tbo Itunians^bow they fare 
Upon the field.** 

PlrM replied: " Tho Khdn 
Is a wise king and worshipful, so let him 
Do what ho will to-day for be is leader." 

There rose a clamour from the camp-enclosure 
With sounds of kettledrum and ehirbo. 

They mounted seats upon five elephants, 

Housed with brocade of Cbfn of uirquoise hue. 

And broidered with gold thread. The seats themselves 
Were gemmed with otnenildsi the fittings golden, 

The saddle-fiaps woro made of leopard-skin. 
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And golden weK bells, gongs, and rattle-boxes. 

Tlio drivers’ heads wore decked wUb crowns, and all 
Wore torques and ear-rings. With bq manj Bags 
Of painted silk tho air was yellow, red. 

And violet like $oine bAzdr in Chin. 

The troops marched to the Hold m if to keep 
A feast, the earth was beauteous as the eye 
Of chanticleer with trappings, colours, drums, 

And pipes, The kings set forth, the air wiis filled 
With blare of cUriona, the apearpoints gleamed, 

The plain waa hkek with troopfl, Tiia from afar 
Saw them and ranged in line what men he had^ 

The w^jkTriora of fnin girt up their losna, 

And Gfv brought Kawa'a standard. From the plain 
Of battle to the Bummit of the mount 
The army of ^Tan stood troop on tT4Xip, 

Xow when Elmiifi went forward with Manshiir, 
Bfward, Shangul the prescient, and the Khdn 
To view Mount HamAwan, they never thought 
To face a foe, but when the Khim afar 
Looked forth and heard the Iranian horsemen*® war-cry 
It ploasecl hini and he said: ” Behold a host 
Of moa-o'erthrowing, vrarlike cavaliers I 
PfrAn the chieftain told us otherwise, 

But bravo men's quarnies should not be hidden. 

The chieftain mosketh the pit’s mouih with brambles, 
And thither will his horse speed at the chase. 

\Vhflt better is it vainly to besmirch 
’The fooinon*® prowess on the day of fight ? 

I have not looked on cavaliers and chiefs 
So stamped with chivalry and nianlineaa,^* 

" Mon rock not of so fowV’ P^^in replied, 

Upon a field like ihia" 

'' But,'' said the Kh&n, 

" What shall we do ?" 


Ptr^n said i "Thou hast &red 
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Far OTer hill and dale. Let iis retnam 
Three days U> rest tlio tfoops. I will divide 
The host ; the day of fight and fear is over. 

Half of OUT warlike, glorious cavaliere 
Shall fall upon the foe from dawn till noon 
With double-piuted dart, sword, bow, and maoe ; 
And then till night niiscth from the hills 
The other half shall strive. At dark will 1 
Bring up the rested troop and press tho foe ; 

We will not let them have a mouienfs peace— 

We and our eager cavaliers in arma." 

Kiimus replied : “ Not good I No such delay 
For mo! With all these men and such strife toward 
Why seek so long a respite ? Lot na both 
Attack and straiten dale and height for them. 

Hence wo will march upon irin, will leave not 
Throne, crown, or diadem, lay waste all fields 
And fella, and act as warriors and Lions. 

No women, little children, old or young. 

No Shah, or man of rank or paladin 
Will I leave in fnin, no field of fall, 

No hall or palace or four-footed beast. 

Why should we pass so many evQ days 
To get but care and grief and needless pin 1 
But ope not to our foes a door to-night 
To get away. As soon as niorning brealhetli 
The troop must move. I with the king of Hind 
Witt bear my flag up yonder height. To*inorrow 
Thou shall behold a heap of eorpes there 
To make the franians weep that look thereon." 

The KhAn said to Piran: " There is no course 
Save this: he is a peerless general." 

The nobles all agreed to what Kamils, 

The conqueror of Lions, had proposed. 

The conference being o’er they went their way. 

Anil passwl all night in ordering their array. 
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Ifotr FaHhm-7 r^ivhefl Mouvi Ilmmiimn 

Whcriafs the still bad phcfacid a camp-enctosuro 
Of gold brocade upon the aiiure realm 
A loud cry from the look-out reached Gudar^;— 

" 0 ofiptain of the host [ the troops have con tel 
Tliey Are at hand! Their dust hnth dimmed the day!" 

Gdclftr?: sprang up, had his gfwift charger brought^ 

And redo towaitl that dark dust with nniEioua hoLtrt. 

He canie. When near to thc-iu he spied the flag 
Of Farfluirsi the chief, who led tho van, 

The well approven and the new Shah's kiustnan.i 
Then old Gudarz alighted as wrJthal* 

Did Farfbiirz the wdse, the army's Lustre. 

The twain embraced. Gddarz wept tears of bleod 
Upon hia breast. '’Old chief," said Farfbura, 

’'Still forced to fight! revenge forSiyawush 
Hath cost thee dear [ Alas! those eavalicrs 
Gudarzian! May much good news of them 
Still reach thee, may the fortune of the foe 
Bn over-turned t Pridse to the Loril of sim 
And moon that I liavo seen thee safe and aound.^" 
Giidarz wept blood for iho^e that slept in dufit+ 

“ Observe/' he made reply, how evil forLiiuo 
Is ever bringing evil on my head! 

No son nr grond^n lialh survived this strife. 

No snldieis, dags, and kettledrums are left [ 

But I dismiss all thought of cnntlicts piu^t; 

Now is the time for lighting and emprison. 

The troops on plain and dale have made earth like 
A m veil's wing, so many are thej^ and all 
Tho Lost of Tits is as the one black bair 
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Upon » wbito bull by compariBon I 

The wastes fuid Rcttlemcnta of Chin, f^aklAb, 

Of RAtu and Hind, con hove no crauture loft 1 
All tdiist hove girt theniselvcs to light with us I 
But till thou tcllcst me where Rustom is 
My hack will not bo stro^hlened from its griefs," 

" Ho is behind me," FariburK replied, 

“ Intent on war. All tbrovigh the night till dawn 
He murchotb with all bpoed. Now where shall I 
Eneaiup and whither lead this little bond? 

Gudarz made answer: “ What did Rufitam say 1 
His wonls should ho reported.” 

Farfbura 

Replied: “ niuatrious one! the peerless Rustato 
Bode us not light. ‘ Stay on the field,' he said. 

• Ye must not show yourselvos before the host. 
But take your ease until iny flag appoareth,"' 
Then Farfburs, Gddarz in company. 

Marched toward Mount HamAwan right speedily. 
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Ebui pinht took Oiiiust with the KhA» of Catn 

When from his look-out the Turanian watch 
Espied these treops he went back to the hosL 
“ Gird all your loins for fight," he told PirAa, 

For from tron an army hath arrived. 

Advancing o^cr the plain I ^ 

The general 

Went to the Khan of Chin, and said: " Aa army 
Is coming from Iran, how great I know not^ 

Or who the leader is. What shall wo do I 

Eimds said: " Keep thyself to thine own foroo. 
Thou hast the warriors of AfnisiyAb— 

An army like the waters of the boo— 
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Yflt wlvat hatil tbuii accoropliabed ui five oiontliPi 
Against a foo so snmll ? that the earth 

fs full of troops led by tho KhAn, Matiblidrp 
And me, let m display our prowess; thoia 
Hast locked the door but we will bring tbe key, 
Altbougb tho workVa faee bo os silk of Chfu 
With soldiers from Kabul, Zabul, and Hind, 

Yet, should I light alone, the fr.lni&ns 
Wore nothings Thou wilt say of them; 'They are 
not/ 

Thou woiildest scare niu with illustrious Rustam; 

Him will I slaughter tirat; if once I catch biiu 
His name ahoU not be talked of any more, 

Jbett art oppressed and fearful of this host 
Approaching from SlstAn, but once behold 
My hand in battlop when the duat-ebud riseth 
Upon the plain, and thou wilt recognise 
A hero in the world, vrhat brave men are, 

And what light Is,** 

PlnVa said: Ijvo for ever I 
May eviVa hand be alwajis far from thce« 

Euougii I may what thou aayest bo fulfilled. 

And no one prove thine equal" 

Said the Khda;— 

Thou bast allowed Kamda to lead the attack; 

Ho wiQ pt^rform his word, for he hath Mountains 
As his allies and Elephants for mates. 

Daunt not the troopSp for these frauions 
Are no great matteri and I will not kave 
Ono noble in Iran, but send up dust 
Fmm hill aad vale; as for tho men of worshipp 
I will dispitoh them to ArrAsiyab 
Id heavy felteni and behead the rest. 

Wo will not leave Inin a loaf, a tree, 

A SbAb, a pabce or a crown or tbrone.** 

PMn with smiles did rovcronco to the ohiersp 
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Aad to tho Kh&n of Cltfn, then want rajoicing 
Biutk to the camp, whore all the noblea sought biio. 
Such as HhtUiiti. Lahhak, tind rarehfciward— 

Groat men and Lions on the day of battle. 

“ A boat," they said, “ arriveth from IrAa. 

Led by n sablo ^ no toil soout 
Wont forth to spy and in but now returned. 

They nay "tis Faribur/ mn of Kails, 

A nobtop loyal wjlJior/" 

Said Pfrnii t — 

^^Let ufl diBrniss our cares. In RLisLatn^a ab^cnee 
Wo need not bo afraid of Fitribur^; 

His breath is no euro for & bans like this* 

But though according to Kilmtis indeed 
The elophantino KustAiii is no man 
In waTp God grant ho come not though Kamus 
He such a Crocodile 1'' 

Hiiinnii replied: — 

Why dost thou keep thy spirit dark with care ? 

This is not he, or army from Sfstan: 

Here are tho blood and dust of Faril»urK. 

Pinm said: “ I have given up the throne 
And state in dudgeon with the sun and moon. 

For when I heard that frotn fnin a host 
Marebodp and was coming to this battlefield;. 

My brain went, angubih filled my soul and head, 

And from my heart I drew a chilly sigh. * 

Kiilbdd said: Why this grief? What need is there 
To weep because of Kustam or of Tua ? 

With all our soldiers^ maizes^ elephants. 

And seimitats we block the wind itself+ 

Why foar then Rustam, Tus, and Kai KhQsran ? 

Wliat lire the iranians but jis dust to us? 

They were dispersed in flight from yonder fields 
And 6trailed to their tents/" 

Anon Tiis heard 
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*' The leiiid fvdl of beat of kattlodrum, 

And elephanihie Rustam hath arrived 
With Farfbtirz and Aoldiens from Inin/' 

He bady bring forth the drums^ Mount Hamawau, 
Whorofnmi shouta rose, grow ebon with dark dual. 
And earth shook undomeath the trampling steeds. 
'Fben Tns harangued the troops, ho spake at largo 
About Mazandaran, what Rustam did 
In battle with the divs, and how be Lriumphodp 
'Ihe soldiers called down blessings on their chief, 

They said: Bo ware of heart and bright of mind. 

Wo may pour out our souls at this good newSr 
Which easoth thcuu When peerless Rustam conietb 
Yon host will not withstand the Crocodile. 

Then will we balLle on this mount forthwith 
To cast this shame off fram the imiiians. 

The staDdard of the illustrioiis Khun, the crown. 

The golden shields, and throne of ivory, 

His elephanl-altondantfi* crowns of gold, 

Their golden girdles and their golden torques, 

Their golden cymbals and their golden belb. 
Unmatched on earth, his jewelled parasol 
Of peacoeka" tails, these will wo seize, and more, 
When we are fighting with our lives at stako.'* 

Ttjs said : “ We are exposed to fear and blame; 

Our foes surround the mount, our nobles' hcaiis 
Are snared# When Rustam cometh he will speak 
U pbraidiDgljp not asking what hath chanced. 

And say ; ' Thou wast a bird caught in a net; 

'^The cause was soildaii but the light was raw. 

As with the general so with the host 
I have not seen one eager for the fray 1' 

So let tis chntgo like lions, and the foe 
May yet be shifted on this side the mount/' 

The t^o^>ps replied to him: ‘^Soar not eo bigh. 
Refrain from words like these, let none advAuce 
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Till Rustam hath surveyed tho ss^^eue of strife. 

Wo will diako prayer to God. the Guido to good* 
By His cominand. Who holdeth sus and moon. 
The matchless Rustam will approach this Meld. 
Why haTO diaastcr for ihy star I Bestow 
Dfn4rs imd drachma upon the poor." 

The troop 

Raised shoulfi of joy upon the inountaia-top 
As morrily they sought their place of rest^ 

Each man to spend the night m seeuied him heat. 
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JTflw Oifi and Ti^ teith Kdmdt 

When Sol laid himd on Taurus^ and the hirka 
Began to carol o’er the plains a shout 
V. 93 /^ Ascended from the cncarapment of KAtniia^ 

That mau-o*erlhrowing chief who led the Tan. 

He massed hia troop and jfave out mail i his heart 
Waa full of fights his head of mpouring. 

He changed his robe for aimour, donned a holm 
Instead of crowup a breastplate for a tunic. 

And chose troops panoplied in ateol and iron. 

The armies dust began to show itself^ 

Men could not see their way for scLmitars 

And eeata of mail. Then from tbo Ininian look-out 

A shout rose: " On our side a host hath come; 

The siandord of the elopbantmo chief 
Is visible behind it. On the other ^ 

Tiiranian troops have clouded idl the air* 

Their leader ia a hor^nian like a rock, 

And earth is shaken by his chargor's hoofs. 

His niELce's head b like a buffalo^'s; 

Troopa foUow him and spearmen lead the way. 


^ wllK r* 
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Thou well mnyst tnusa at one that shouWereth 
A mRJC^j like tbftt I 

On bifi kWcs Ttis Bent up 

The drum-TuU to tho oJouds. he heard the watclmiiin, 
Hia soul grew bright, be joyed, while from Gudtir^ 

A horseuian sped to Farfburz to aey:— 

'' The army of Turin arrayed for battle 
Is near at baucL They roust not ia full foree 
Assail ua geattered thus and oTerthrow us. 

Act aH thy nature biddeth, for thou art 
A noble and Shihs eoq. The dust of Rustam 
Is rising from tho road, and bo is entoriog 
The Held." 

Then Faribur35 joined force with Tiis 
And GiVp They ranged the host on Haindwon^ 

And raised tho glorious flag. All being ready, 

Right, loft, and centre, rear and baggage-train, 

Tho clarions blared and all the host oame on 
As 'twore the starry sky; bo wdien Kim^ 

Advanced to fight he had no need to wait, 

But, like ft river speeding down & height^ 

Led on his troops and fronted Haimlwan, 

Air was like indigo and earth was hidden. 

When he was near he faced toward the naounti 
And with hb cheeks all smiles addro^d his powers ■ 
It is a coward's Imsiftcss to oppose 
Tho IrAuiens, yet a vast, brave host ia here 
And not PMn, HuniAn, and all that crew I 
^Vhat ehampion have they to contend with me t * 
Then shouting to Mount Haiuiwaa he cried: 

Ye lion-men upon tho day of battle I 
Behold my breast ^ my stature, and my bearings 
This arm of mine, this sword and luaoe I” 

Then Gfv, 

On hearing, flared up, raged, and drew his sword. 

But said, when he drew nearer to Kim 4 s:^— 
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^'None but a furious elopHant tan mats^h biml” 

He took aod j^trung hi$ bow^ bo called oa Godj 
The Giver of all good, and fihowered arrow^i 
From bow like doucls in spring upon E^imuB, 

Who, whan ho marked Glv'a mastery, concealed 
Hb own hood 'neatb hm abiald, and with his lanee 
Charged wolf-like. Air was full of dust, and earth 
Of death* On drawing near his foe ho spewed 
V- Gfv a waist, who reeled and, as ho reeled» Kdiniis 

Plucked out his owti sword, shoutod, raged^ proclaimed 
Kis naiDO, eame grimly on the ea%"[iUei-t 
And clave hie lance obliquely like a pen. 

Tds from the centre saw the fight with grief. 

And thought s GW is not man enough ; I only 
Can wield a spoAT like that/' 

He left the centre 

With shouts to succour Glv and join the fray* 

Kdmiis wheeled, rode between the chiefs, and struck 
The steed of Tus a sword-blow on the nock; 

That prince's face became like ebony* 

The charger feU^ the gallant rider rose; 

Then like a roaring lion took his stand. 

And on the battleHeld with spear afoot 
Contended with Kanuhi before the hosts. 

Two noble warrior® fought one cavalier; 

Ho of Kashan was stiU insatLite I 

Thus, till the sun's place darkened, all the field 

Was in confusion and, when it grew ebon, 

Kamtis and Tiis gave o'or^ The hosts again 
Went to their several camp on mount and plain* 
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yVrd Uofiitn*j 0/ 

Now when heaven's sphere grew void of sun and moon, 
And when the scouts catne forth from both the hosts^ 
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The watcher in ihe Icok-out loosed bln lotigue:— 

“ The plain ia full of dust, tho night is dark, 

Tho level and tho upland ring with cries, 

And there arc many lights among the troops. 

Good sooth I the elephantine chief hath csome, 

And with an army from ZibuL" 

Oa hearing this, defended mid the murk 
The rocks in baste, the dragon-fitimdard shone 
Though night was dark aod earth was violot-dim. 

Ho lighted from h.h stood, while Bnstam too 
Alighted and advanced like rufthing wind. 

Tho twain embraced and from them both arose 
A bitter cry o^er thosG GAdarzian ohiof^p 
And that gEdn-sooking which had proved a loss. 
Giidarz said; BravOp wisOp ardent paladin t 
Both crown and throne leooiva thoir light from 
theOp 

And what thou uttercHi is truth indeed. 

More art thou to the tniniAcis than father 
And mother, treusurOp throne, and preciouB Btonea. 
Without thee wc arc hah on landi our heads 
Arc petrifiedp our bodies in the grave* 

When I observed thj goodly oountenancep 
Thine eager aaluiations and thy love, 

1 grieved no Longer fot the dear ones gone; 

Through thy good fortuno only smiles remained^^ 
Then Hustam onswored him: Be glad of lieart^ 
And very heedful of thy noble Bolip 
Because the world is but deceit and toih 
It showolh theo its wealth and that is alh 
One man is rich, another poor; this inan 
Is honoured, that despisedp but all must go* 

There h no remedy; 1 know no worse | 

Calamity than death, but may that pang 
Afflict not thero, and tnaj we all die fighting." 
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WLea Giv^ and those VAliaiit wAmors, 

Tho fr^tiiAti e4vali$r$, had heard the nows 
Of RuRtaLD''s coming' to Xfount Hamawnn. 

And being jseen by veteran GiidiLtS!, 

They went like wind^ shouta rose, and eknona blared. 
The soldiets and the ehiefs approached afoot, 

Their bins were girded bm^ their hearts at ease. 

They raised a cry of anguiah for thoHe slaughtered 
Amid the dust of fight i the heart of Rtisiam 
Wtis moved* ho girt himself anew for vengeance; 
Thoiip hejiring what had chanced in that campaign, 
Lamented all the sulleriags of the troops. 

And gave mnoh counsel eayiags ''Ye chiefe [ to-day 
A grave strife faceth us, and war's result 
Is feast to one and funeral to another/' 

That warrior, that Lustre of tho worlds 
Set qp his cainp-enclostira while his powers 
Kneamped behind hiui on Mount Haiikw*nn^ 

And raised their leaders standards Mighty Rustam 
Sat on tho throue and all the chiefs assembled. 

Kere sat Gddar^ and Giv, there TAs and others, 

While Rustam, with a lamp in front of him, 
DUcourfiod at largo of matters great and small, 

How chiefs and troops bad fought, and whether now 
Bright sun and shining moon would favour them. 

The ehiefs spake to the gallant paladin 
Of that iimumerablo host of foes^ 

Spake of Kamda, Shangiil, the Khin of Chin, 
Manshur^ rmd of tho warriors of Tdr:m;— 

" About Klim us himself wo cannot apeak, 

For we have had no means of seeing hitn,^ 

He is a Tree whose Fruits ai^ maco and sword. 

And, though the clouds rained atonoa upon hb head, 
He would not fioo from elephants of war: 

His hood k full of wreak, hk heart of strife. 

* **Cif notiB n'owTni. [4^ rcgiTdfif" {Hiiihiy 
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Earth ib not abb to cod tain Mansh ur; 

No warrior ordoroLh a host like him j 

And from this roountain to the river K^hatid 

Stretch flags and litters. elophauU and troops. 

Whose heliJietB and ciiirasaes pass eampute^ 

Grim are the looks of all upon the plain, 

Which is a mEiaa of tontSp arQund are pitched 
The tont-enclosiires of brocade of Chtn» 

And had the captain and the host not come 
AU had been lost* Pmise to the Lord of vieiorj, 

Who thus hath put a period to our stress I 
Past doubt we Hve through ihees we all despaired 
Of respite." 

For a while the paladin 

Grieved for the sJain, wept, and grow dark of soul, 
Then said s **Lrook from the orbit of the moon 
Down to the gloomy face of sombre earth ; 

All Is distress and anguishp care and toil. 

Such b the manner of this Wayside Inn^ 

Such IS the manner of the circling sky— 

Whilfs strife and poison, and whiles sweets and love ] 

Wo dio by nature or by violence i 

'TLs bettor not to mark the why and how. 

For all must go as soon as time is up. 

Blaine not the circling of the sky. Now may 
The alUvictorions World-lord he onr aidp 
And may onr foomen's fortunes be overthrown. 
Henceforward we will take our full revengOp 
And rid the world of foes." 

The mighty tnoa 

Praised him and said ; '‘ Live ever famed and gJad 
With Bignetp crown, and sword, and nover be 
The court of Kai Khusrau bereaved of tboc* 
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Hott ike Iffiniittu and Tttniniant <rmiy^v/ ikmr 


When o'er the hills the world-illnmor Khoao, 

Whea day seissed on the two dark ctitls of mght, 

And, having cast a^ide iU pitchy weetlsj 
Bit with list teeth the iiioon'a lip till they bled, 

The sound of droniK rose from the oaiop-enolosures^ 
The warriors came forth, EutnEin the chieftain 
Went out to reconnoitre evei^ side, 

And thought ! **\Vhiii reinforcement have the fn^Vnians 
To need those tents and those pavilions 

He saw a canip-enclosnro of brocade 
Of turquoise hue with many slavds about. 

And in its front u general's flag and spear : 

It scorned to him that fortune had changed sides. 

Ho saw another army's camp^eoclosurc 
With flags as bright as moons, for Farlbiira, 

Son of I^iis, with elophanls imd drums 
Had pitched near Tm Hiiinsin in deep concern 
Wont to Fjft^n and said: To^iay is wedded 
To heavy toil The fninians' cries and clamour 
Wore greater j'ostornight than horotoforc; 

So went I forth alona from camp at dawn. 

And viewed the foe on all sides. From Inin 
A mighty host hath como to succour them. 

Now one pavilion is of green brocafle; 

Its standard haLh a dragon for devicOp 
And soldiers from Zaihul aro round about 
With bucklers and with falchions of Itiibiil. 

I think that Rustam, sent forth by the Shiih, 

Hath come with reinforcements to the held.” 

Pmin made answer: “'Tis an evil time 1 
If Rustam taketh part in this campaign 
He will not apare KiimhSn the Khain of Cbm, 
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ShaDgiil or any warrior of TdrrLa.*" 

With that ho left the camp and going forth 
Observed the forces of the foe, and tfaence 
Came hurrying to Kiimiis, tame to ilanshiir 
And to Farliis, ™d said: " I went this morn. 

And made the cireuli of the jr^niou host. 

Great rein force tnents have arrived and chiels 
Both munofoiis and eager for the fray, 

Metbinkoth too that elephantine Rustam, 

Of whom I spake before the company. 

Hath come to Biiccour tbeiiip all bent on vengeance^ 
Straight from the ShsVh/’ 

O wise onel” said Kamus, 
"Thy heart pro<Iiiooth nauglit but ill aurmiee. 

Know thou that Kai Khusrau hath oome to war^ 

But do not therefore vox thy heart m vain^ 

Why hEirp so much on It us tarn f Name no more 

Ziibulistdn. Jf he beholdetb me 

With flag in hand his heart will moum at flght. 

Go thou, array the hostj lead forth the troops. 

And bring the stsndards to the battlolield. 

When I go forth to combat with the host 
Yo must not loiter. Now shah thou behold 
The comlmting of mom The wilderness 
Shall be a soa of blood/' 

The paladin 

Rejoiced to hear and ceased to fret at Rustam. 

Ho came with joyful heart and reaolute> 

And bathed his spirit in the stream of valour. 

Ho gavo out hehiia and mail to aU the troops. 

And kept in mind tho language of Kamds, 

Then going to the Khan he kissed tho ground^ 

And said to him : " O monarch, live for ever I 
May wisdom feed upn thy thoughts. Tho way 
That thou hast trod was long and diflicuh; 

Thou bough test toilp foregomg feasts for uSp 
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And to do rovereDco to AfiAsi 3 *iib 
Ha.st crossed iho bOPw^ Our soldiera' backs oro straight- 
eaed 

itj' iboe. Now act as native worth reqniroth, 

Bedeck the elephants with IksUs and gongSj 
And stun the world with blare of clarions. 

To-day 1 timke the attack; do thou rouisin 
At the army's centre with the clephcnls 
And kettkdrutuK, keep guard upon ray reur, 

And help to raise ray helmet to the clouds, 

Kdiuilis said thus to me: 'Xiead ihgu the von/ 

And brandish ing his mace swore many oaths, 

And said: ' 1 will not tight save with this mace 
To-day though atones should shower from the clouds.*" 
The’Khdn on hearing bade the clariona sound: 

Thou wouldst have said: “The very dust hath feet! ’’ 
Both earth and heaven shook at the tymbel-din. 

And put all love away. He gave ceTumaad 
To sot a Utter on an elephant, 

And earth’s face seemed like indigo. Ho reached 
In state the array's centre, and the sky 
Was like a dark doud with the Hying dust. 

There was a sound of gongs and Indian bells, 

And thou hadsi said; “Men’s hearts are in thoir 
mouths I’* 

The many turquoise thrones upon the backs 
Of elephants and that blue sea of flags 
Took all the lustre from the eyes of men. 

And none possessed his soul in quietude. 

Dust filled the eyes and gullet of the sky: 

Thou wouldst have said: "Its face is smeared with 
pitch!" 

Now when the Khan had reached the army’s centre 
The moon went erring from its way m heaven. 

Tho right led by iiamus was like a mountain; 

* iBLCF do In Cbtnfl ** (KoW)- 
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They took %h^ ba^ai^e-trAin to\?aTd the waste. 

Pfrdn went toward the left mug, and with him 
Tliero went Htiiuda hie brather and KulMd. 

When Rustam eaw the jnovcmonte of the Kh^n 
He too arrayed hla troope, bade Tiis bind on 
The drums and dress the army like the eye 
Of ehantifiloer* He said ; We shall beheld 
O'er whom the heaven turnetb in its love, 

What are tho rovdluttons of tho sky. 

And which of these great men hath lived his time, 
r loitered not, Kakhsh made three stages one^ 

But now his hoofs are tired; ho is o'orwmnght 
By march and toil, I daro not tan his strcngih 
By going forth my self as ehallenger; 

■ Assist me then toniay Mid work your will 
Upon the foe/' 

The captain of the host 

Struck up the fifes and drums; the war-cry rose, 
And trumpet-blare. Gudans drew up tho righ^, 

And seat the haggi^e to Mount HarnaWEm^ 

While Farfburs arrayed the loft; tho world 
Seemed all a reo<l-bed 1 At the army's centre 
Was Tils son of Naudar- Eartli was all dust. 

And air all storm, so that the world was hidden; 

Tbe warriors could not oven see theuisolvcs 3 
The mighty Ruslam climbed tho heights to view 
The Khdn and army of Turjiu; he saw' 

A host so mighty that the sea of Rum 
Seemed but a lump of wax compared to them 1 
The troops were from Xosliin and Shakn and Wahr, 
With divcm coats of mail and divers helms, 

Troops from Cfaaghu and Chin, Sakl^b anil Hmd, 
Oabiln and Rilm, Smd and the ladns-bankB.* 

In eveiy quarter there wore alien Longues, 

Strange fltigs and moats \ What with the elephants, 

t fio M^iliL 
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Tho ndoromenta of tho tlirones of iToiy, 

Tho armlets and tiaras, torqiioa and cro wns, 

Tha world was like tbo garth of Paradise— 

A. goodly but terrifio apeclacio I 

He stood astonied on the height and thought: 

‘♦When will the sky show Me to us againT 
What will tho next jest of old heaven be?" 

Ho gat do™ from the mount but lost not hoMi, 

Went not before the army and its chief. 

But said: “ Since lirsl 1 girt me ne'er have 1 
Dwelt anywhero a year, and I have seen^^ 

Full many a host, hut greater never saw " 

Ho bade advance tlio drums, and Ttia the general 
Jlarched from the mountain to the plain to battle. 
Prepared to dtp his wroakful apoar in blood. 

They marched till noon, then ranked iheui two leagues 

long, 

9*7 The daylight vanished in tho army’s dust, 

The sun diyidfti not 'twist night and day, 

Tlie )iir was dark with spearB and javeliiis, 

Tho sun became confounded, and the din 
Of horsemen and of horses on the plain 
Rose over Mars smd Saturn* Rooks of flint 
Fled at tho horsemen's nheutK and crash of axes, 

Both sword and forearm reddened o'er with blooil. 

The ground groaned underneath tho horsos s ocs. 

The body of the coward lost all heart, 

While brave man turned thoir mail to wuidiug'Shrabt 
KAmiis addroBfloil tho host: " Since we must trend 
Tho sky to-day, bring all yonr lassos, maces, 

And swords upon this glorious battlefield. 

Tho aspirant's bead beneath the stones will lie 
Unless he quit himself with valiancy. ' 

1 MoiV lltemlty, “ take ttii Uf* In liantL" 
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Note limiam fourjht mth AtMab^ 


A wairjoT named Asfakabus^ whose voioe 
Wji 3 like a kettledniinX came forth to challenge 
Tlie Irdnians, bent to lay aome foeman'fl head 
In dii^t* He cried j Which of yon famoui men 
Will eniaq to fight with me, that 1 may fnake 
Hia blood to flow in alreauia f 

Kuhhini on hearing 
f^ent up hk battlo'ory^ etornied liko tho 
look up his bow—the liorseman'a ambuBcado— 

And showered arrows on that famous chieft 
But he was clad in panoply of steel. 

And arrows were like wind upon hb tunic. 

Ruhhilm thoQ raked his maBsira niace. The hands 
Of both grew weary, but Bubhdm's mace failed 
Upon tho other's holm, much as he sought 
To deal a fatal blow^ till Ashkabua, 

His heavy mace in hand, while earth seemed iron 
And heaven ebony, tmoto brave Ruhhilm 
Upon tho holm and Bmaf^bed it, who thus worsted 
Wheeled round and sought the heigh la. I'lls at the 
centre 

RE^^ed and spurred forth to go at Ashkabds, 

But matchless Rustam said to him in wrath:— 

" Rubbam^ fit comrade is a bowl of wine. 

He holdeth swords as playthings in hiR cup. 

And Taunteth of himself anmag the brave; 

Now wbltfaer hath he gone^ who was a match 
For Ashkabiis, with cheeks liko sandarach ? 

Keep in tho army's centre—thy fit place— 

And 1 will fight afocL" 

He slung hk bow 

Upon his arm, stuck arrows in his belt^ 
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And shouted, saying i 0 Lhou in^n of war I 
Thino adTersary comolh: go not back."' 

Ho of Kasiian laughed in nstonishmentp 
Then checked hia steed and, calling to hk foe. 

Said, laughing atUl, to him s What k thy namOp 
And who will mourn thee when thy head is o(fV' 

V. 949 The peorlosfl Rustam answered : " Hapless one 1 
Why askest thou my name among the folk ? 

My mother called me by this name—' Iby death 1 
Fate raiwle me for the hammer of thy helm/" 

He of Kashan replied s " WhhoiU a horse 
Thou givost up thyself to slaughtering 1 ** 

Then peerless Hustam: Senseless challenger 1 
Hast thou ne^oT seen foot-soldiers lay prcmtl heiids 
Beneath the atonea I Do lions, crocodiles. 

And leopards fight on horseback in thy countrj^f 
Now I. foot-soldier os I am, will teach 
Thee how to fight, 0 mounled wamort 
Tik for this purpose sent me fonh afoot 
That I might got a horse from Ashkahua, 

He of Ka.^h 3 lti like me will foot it then. 

And all will laugh at him. Afoot one man 
Is worth throe hundred oavalicrs llko thee 
Upn this plain p this day^ and in this fighL"' 

Ho of Kashin inquired : "Whore are thino arms ? 

I seo not aught but mockery and jests." 

Quoth Kufitam: ^*Thou shall see the bow and arrows 
Whereby thy life shall end^** 

Ho marked tho pride 
Of Aahkabiis in hts fine steed, and shot 
An arrow at its breast; the ohstrger fell 
Headforemost. Rustam laughed and cried aloud i- 
^«Sit by thy noble comrade 1 Prithee niirse 
Its head and rest thee from tho fight awhile. 

V. 950 Then AshkabM his body quiverings 

Eifi face like sandar&ch. strung up Ins beWt 
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AofJ ahowored sbaft:; on Rustam p who axe I aimed:— 

In vain thou waarioet thj vickad soalp 
Thino aTTii3, odd body,'^ 

Choosing from hb girdle 
A shaft of poplar wood he drew It forth 
BrigbUpoiDted, foaihored with foiir eagle-pluiuaa; 

Than took his bow of Chinch in hand and sot 

Hia thiirubsLaU to tfao deer-hide stdtkg^ ha straightoned 

His left arni^ curvedL hb right; the bent bow Kang; 

The shaft's point reached hb oar; the deer-hide 
bmnmed ; 

The sbaft^a point biissad lib Bngar aod its notch 
Was at hb back; he loosed and struek the breast 
Of Ashkabds; the sky kiased Ruetam's hand; 

Tben destiny cried: Taka I'* and fate cried: ^'GiveT^ 
The heavens eried: " Ex^iotleut 1 the angeb: Good I" 
He of KasbAii expired, thou wonldst have said:— 

" His motbor never bare himr' 

Both the hoRU 

Beheld that kght, Kamus marked with the Khan 
The lofty stature^ atretigth, and lire of Rnataip, 

Andp when he harl withdrawn, the Kh4n dmpatohod 
A cavalier, who drew tho arrow forth 
All bloody to the phi lues I They passed it round 
And thought it wha a spear I The Khan's heart aged 
When he beheld tho feathers and the point 
He spake thus to Phan: “ Who b thb man I 
What is his name among the fri&nisn chleft f 
' They are a paltry romnant/ were thy words, 

* Sqi on a par with men of high degreep^ 

Whereas their arrows Jire like spears! A mountain 
Hath little heart to fight thorn; thou didst make 
The mattet smali indeed, but thine aocoant 
Wail fabc throughout F' 

” None know I of thb class,' 
Pfnin replied, ** within the frinian bost^ 
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Nona wlio can nand his am>ws through a Ireo-trunk, 
Nor know X what thk misCKSant’a aims may ba. 

The men posscasad of stature, Q-raco, and prowess 
Among the IrAnian host are Tus and Gfv, 

And in the fight HdmAa hath often mode 
The world as blaok oa ebony to Tub, 

I know not who is this fninian, 

Or who among onr tH90|)s wiU prove his match; 

But 1 will go and ask among the tents; 

Wo will make out hia name at all events," 


§ 29 

IfoiP Pfrdn Mil Oaik™ c^nceniinff Urn Cbmiwir of /Intiam 

Phan went full of care and pale of face 
To Dsk the chiefs. Human the valiimt said:— 

Wise mon do not depreciate their foes. 

The nobles of friln arc in good heart [ 

'They would break iron; thou uiay'st say; and now 
That roinfoioeuienis reach them from iron 
They raise their war-ciy on iho battlefield;' 

Ffoin replied: " Whatever cavalier 
Shall come forth from IrAn to succour Tds 
We need not fear if Rustam bo away. 

I Bhall not break my heart about RuhhiLm 
Or yet about Gurgfn; for l)o assured 
That saving Tus they hove no warrior; 

Gurgfn and Farfburz match not Kfiiniis. 
lilach soldier of our host too, with so great 
A fight in view, will seek his own renown.'’ 

Thence sped he to Kiimiis, went to Manshiir 
And to Fartaa, and said: *' To-daj was fought 
A great tight and a Wolf showed *mon^t the Sheep I 
Sco to the cure and who hath ahown himaclf 
So harmful in the infliction of those wnuuds,” 
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Kamdfl replied; “'Our iighi to-dftj wm such 
That, fame was turned to fihamc eince Agibknbiis 
Was slaip thoroin while GIv imd Tiis rejoiced^ 

My heart was riven at this man on foot 
because etir troops wore panic-stricken at him. 

He U the tallest man on earth, we have not 
One in the host to light him. Thou didst see 
His bow [ tho shaTt ia heife. A oarage lion 
Hatli not hb strength; ho eurely is the warriorp 
The man of Sig^, of whom thou spakoat oft. 

And he hath eome upon the Bold afoot, 

Gome to give succour to the fniuian host/* 

Pmm replied: ""He is not like this one. 

But an exalted ciivalior and hem.*' 

Kdmils, whoso wary heart was alt intent 
Upon tho mat ter, said i ‘VDcscribo to mo 
How fEireth on tho field that lion-man. 

What knowledge hast thou of his height and strength ? 

What language boldeth he with chiefs in fight ? 

What sort of man is bOp and what his aspect ? 

On what wise shall 1 go to combat wit£ hi nip 
For if ho ba the one that hath arrived 
1 tako tho field myself?"* 

Finin replied 

" Forbid it, heaven I that Rustam should come hither. 

And purpose fight t Thou woiddoet smjo ft hero, 

Tail os a cyprasSp and with G-race and beautyp 
From whom Afnisiyab on many a field 

Hath turned wdth tears; a warriorJiego b he, V. 953 

TTio first to draw the scimitar, and fightoth 
In wreak for Siyiwush his foster-child. 

Xo one can wield his arms though many try. 

In battle, when he [^rdeth up his loitiSp 
His body hath a savage lion^s Htrength , 

No croc^ile can lift his laaco when dropped 

In fight; his bow-string is of Uon-hido; > 
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His arrows, shaft and point, weigh ton oitfr. 

If any flLat-rpok dioiild oncountor him 
*Twould turn to wuaei or isoincthing softer atilL 
He woaroth. when he goeth forth to bntUo, 
Chain-iiiail, and buoklnib o'er it hb cuiraea. 

And over that a garb of loopard-skin^ 

^ Babr-i-Bayan ^ be ualleth it; Vis more 
Than tunic and euirass to him, not btmimg 
With lire and wetting not with water. He 
Hath wings when wearing Lt+ The steed whereon 
Ho ridoth b, thou woukbt say^ Mount Bbttin 
In motion, e^er neighing in the tight, 

And making sparks ily out of dust and stone; 

But, wondrous as he k, it well may be 
That thou wilt hold him not a mim in battle, 

And "^tis not strange that thou art worshipful 
Who hast such limbs and shoulders, neck and arms.” 

Whctias Kiimus, the man so prudent, heard 
Ho gave hb eyes and ears up tu Pinin, 

Whose words in sooth proved gratofuL All atire 
He answered: “^l^aladio! be shrewd of heart 
And bright of inind. Propose what oaths thou wilt— 
Oaths such as kings of wakeful fortune take— 

And 1 will swear a g'reater oath to thoe^ 

One that will cheer thy wounded heart, that I, 

In HlsHttength Who h Master of the eua. 

Will not take off the saddle fk»m my steed 
Till I have made thy spirit ghud and bright, 

And this world as u needle's eye to LhouL” 

Pfran called many blessings down on him, 

And said: “Shrewd-hearted king who sayest sooth 1 
We are in all things subject to thy wilk 
Which leavetb little of the fray to us.” 

Pinin then went the circuit of the ho&t> 

And, visiting the enclosures and the Lents, 

Apprised the Khan iwnd all of these events. 
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Ilotc tht Irdmajut urui Tiirdmait^ $ei Maiiie in An-aj^ 

Whcniut tho air glowed mih the scttiDg film* 

And diirk night 'gw td stalk uthwnrt the skj^ 

The warriors of tho armj of Ttiran^ 

Tho rood of wisdom and the scimUor, 

Gatno in m bMxiy to tbe Khjin'A pavilion^ 

Full of rovonge and tight—the lion-tnan 
Kdmus, the oon^5uo^o^ ofolopbants, 

Mansbiir the brave, the arbiter of battle. 

With Shaiiifr 4 a from Shakn, ShaaguL from Hind, 

Tho king of Sind and from SakMb Ktindiin 
They all advk^ at l^e about the war* 

And spake much of Iran, till all agreed 

That they muAt waeb their hands id blood, then parted, 

Each Lo his tent, for rest or pleasure there; 

But when the moon^ than slender grown and humped, 

Left the dark ehevelure of gloomy night. 

And, being in the presence of the sun, 

Arose with wateiy looks and bathed its cheeks, 

The soldiers of both hosts began to stir, Y. ^55 

And, as their shouts arose, the Khan of Chin 

Exoiaimed; We must not hesitate to hght 

As yesterday we did and had to deem 

Firdn—the tnan most needful—non-existoat. 

Far have we marched with succours to this war. 

And if we shtok tonlay as yesterday 
We shall disgrace our najne for manliness. 

To-morrow too Afr^iyi^b w'ill praise us, 

And we may rest. Attack wo then in force. 

And mountaln-like advance against our foes; 

The nobles of ten provinces are here. 

We must not steep or fcasL” 

The mighty men 
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Arose and said: ^ Tbe conduct of tbe boat * 

la ihme to-day* Tbino are tbe realms of Cbia 
And of the Turkmans. Mark thou here to-day 
How scimitars sbali shower from darksome cloude 1“ 

On hLs side Kuslain thus harangued the troops:— 

" The time hath come ; if we have lost a few 
There b but one in several hundred slain; 

Let not your hearts bo straitened; for mj part 
I wLU not live except with fame and henouri 
With checks like ebony the Turkman troops 
Withdrew from AshkabilSp so fill yOp oil i 
Your hearts with vengeance, frown^ ye cavaliers! 

For I have put the shoes on Kakhsh to-day, 

And on him will incamailme tny a word. 

Be instant for to-day we start afresh ^ 

And all the earth is now the trcasuiy 

Of Kai Khusrau. Ann for the strife. Win crowns 

And eaningB* Pursea shall yo have of me* 

Gifts from Z^kbuJ and turbans from Kabul" 

* The mighty blesse^l him : " N o^er may erown and 

signet 

Lack thecl" 

He donnecl bis armour and went forth 
With confidence upon the battlefield. 

He put hie chain-mail imder his cuirasSp 
And over it he donned Babr-LBaydn, 

He wore a helmet wrought of steel of Chin— 

One to make foemen meditato oin death. 

He girded up his loins by God's oommandp 
And mounted Rakhsh like some mad elephant 
The heavens were confounded at bis mien. 

Earth darkened where bis ehatger^a hoofs were seen. 
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I 31 

Hofr Altrd doit* htf KtimtU 

Tbo driiing md imrapoU flc^imded from both hosts, 

N'd room reinalDod for guile or gramnuiTyo;. 

The mountains and the plains were all a-quako. 

The ejirth was troubled by the tramp of steedi^ 

KLimiiB commanded the Tiin'mian right. 

Behind him wore the tnightj elephants 
And baggage. On the left the lord of Hind 
^tood clad in mail, a Bdman sword in hand. 

And in the centre was the Xh^n of Chin, 

The sky grew dark, the earth shook. Farihurai, 

Like Sol irradiant in Aries, 

Commanded on the loft wing of fnin. 

Gddarz, son of Kisliwsid, encased in stool, 

Was on tbo right, and in the centre Tijs, 

Son of Naudar, in front were diumB and clarions. 

From all parts of the host a shout arose— 

A shout which rent the carB of clej^hants— 

And e'on from water rose the fumes of tiro t v, 957 

It was a dght surpassing warriors' dreams. 

The first man that appeared between the linos. 

His heart's blood all afoam upon his lips, 

AVaa that famed chief Kimila accompanied 
By soldiers, clophaola, and kettledrums. 

He, bearing in hm hand an ox-head macc, 

Cried like a furious elephant tnimpetingi— 

Where b that man oti foot who chaUengeth 
niuEtrioUB heroes T Let him come and see 
A bow and arrow that wUl cost him Ufa” 

The gallant warriors—illustrious Tiis, 

Rahhdm, and Gfv—beheld Kimiis, but neno 
Desired to strive with him * the held remamod 
Void of Iranian chiefs; none had the strength 
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raa 

To fight with him for ho wob liko a purd; 

Thoy w^re liko dear. Yet was there one, Alw:i, 

A ZiibuU, who promptly drew hU uword* 

Ho used to bojir the apoar and guard the hack 
Of Ruatam, wna a akilfiil oavalier^ 

And had with liver-burning toil and trouble 
Acquired from him the use of arrow, mace. 

And epear. What eaid the sage, the eloquent. 

The BTieient man? Now listen imd perpond:— 

'+Let not thy prowess liil thos with conceit. 

But look well to the ground beneath thy feet; 

V. To match a rivulet ^aintit the sea 

Would be a ooutest of inaanity/' 

Now when Alwii ad van lured on Ximibp 
Who for hiB part was ec^or for the fray, 

They cleared an ample apace. He of Kaab4in 
Cam^ wolf-UkOp with his spear unhorsed his foe 
With easOj then wheeled his steed and trampled o'er 
The fallen till the dust wi^ red with gore^ 
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l/ow Kdrti^ iilaia % 

The peerless RiistaTU grieved about Alwa^ 

Lot loose the twisted lasso from its straps. 

And took his luassivti niaoe as for a strife 
Of chiefs* He roared ILko some mad elephant 
As be advanced with lasse on bU arm 
And mace in liand^ Kamils said ; '' Bluster not 
So roiicb about a thread of sixty coik.^' 

*'The lion roarcib bravely ” Rustam said, 

" On catching sight of game. Thou wast the first 
To put the ^rdle on m thia dispute. 

And thou bast slain a noble of 1 t4il 
T hou sayosl that my lasRO is a thready 
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Now Hhalt thoii seo how tight the Imots will hold. 
Thy fate doth drive thee on, man of KaahAn I 
Since hero ao ploee k left thee Eft to the dust/' 

KAllium tho viihaiLt urged his dun steed on, 

His foe ft las&o-boftring Elephoat, 

And let out with hie gUttering glftivo, intent 
To soTor Bufitiiiia's hoiid. The point alightofi 
On Rftkhsh^s neck and olnve the hiittle-raaih 
But fftilcd to wound- The dephantino hero 
Coiled, wbirlech and flung the lasso round his fos. 
Then spurred away and made the leather fast 
Beucuth his thigh while Rnkhab flew- eagle-likc. 
K^tniis undaunted tightly gripped hia steed. 

Pressed Hmily on the stirnips, loosed the reins, 

And sought by force to break tbe twisted tbong, 
Bocoinmg frantio, hut thoraiiv hide held. 

The elephantine hero, oheLkiag Kakhsh, 

Wheeled, jerked Ksmiis headloremost to the ground, 
Came up, secured him in the lassoes coib^ 

And said to him; Thou art not dangerous now- 
Id vain aro all thy charms and spellK; thy soul 
Hatli in ado a fruitleti^ bargain with tho Div/' 

He bound his prisonorb hands befaiud the hack, 
Firm as % rock, then graspoti the cuik, retumod 
Afoot, his foe beneath his arui, and told 
Thu warriors s " This lover of the fray 
Essayed to match himself with mo in strength, 

But 'tis the wont with ihb deceitful world 
At times to elevate, at times bring low^ 

It causeth both our happiness and grief, 

And one is whiles on earth, whiles in the clouds. 
Now^ this illustrious warrior^ w'ho ever 
Was wont to provo tlie lioa's match in iight,^ 

Set forth to depolatc Irdn, to make 
A den of lions of our Belds and felb. 

And leave behind no palaces or bowem 
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Of losGs in Ziibul or in Kdbul. 

Ho would not l&y aside that mace of his 
TiU he had slaughtered Rustam son of Zul; 

But now hk helm and haiibork are his shroud, 

His crown isdnst, and hk juppn the gtaTo. 

960 On what wise do yo purpose slaying him. 

Because Kdmils the warrior's w'ork ia dona f ” 

Then Rustam flung Kanruia upon tho groiuid 
Before the ebiofa ; the warriors left their ranks. 

They hacked hk body with their scimitars. 

And drenched tho stones and dust beneath with blood. 

Such IS the course of hcaTcn nnd destiny, 

Now causing joy, then pain and nikcryJ 
All k toil, angukh, trouble, and distress; 

Thy courage will not tuakc it more or less. 

Thy body hath a loEid of guilt to bear, 

Thy spirit dwelleth in a world of care ; 

And lot not bravery thy thoughts olato, 

For strotchod above Lhco k the hand of Fate, 

With oil tby might iucliiie to virtue's ways. 

And offer unto God—the Guide — thy praise. 

The strife with brave Kdniils hath rcnche'd its goal 
In death when He that gave took back the soul. 

Now valour and revenge will fill the scene : 

1 tall the battle with the Xhaii of Clifu. 
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THE STORY OF RUSTAM AND THE 

khAn of chIn 

AKOFUENT 

Tlfcors ar& nbortu'w iio^otuitionit but tho ^nUnup^ 

Many Ti'iniiiiaii chinfA jup nbkm by who takfifi thia Kbitn 

of CHii pruonor. Ho ft!«o jiUyji Kifur, the mjm-eatAsr* iir^biyAb 
iummc>is8 Prilitdvriitid to hin aiiL, but ftgftiu PuitAut ii triiiniphftnt. 
Htf rutumii victeriiniu to u welcomod imd rewarded by Kii 

Kbuanviit wod tbou dopartt to Stitin. 

» 

NOTE 

I [4. It id Adid that wbeo Plrtlatuf wia buried m hia mm 
l^urdeT) at the Bluukh of tho tliui>—Abii] Eiiiiim of 

Ourgiiu—mruded to be pruiont hemuae, be B&idp Fitdaudf^ though 
A iBaruod Kud rgligip'tiji nmn^ bud detortod bli primuplee luid ipent 
bid timo iJi didoour»ltij; of men of bid ralij;™ and fifo-wonhipporA. 
That nigbt the Bhaikb had r dimiti of PindiKL He mw a 
Dingnibcent palaoo with a tbimnOp uid aiked wbuoe it 

wad. ■*'* It Id for Firdnuii',** wad tho repiy. Then the poAl mppc^red 
WBRring a green robe Ajid mn ei3]iini3dH:obiured croim upon hid 
heacL " O FudRUdi t «id the Sbeikb, ^ wheiieo thii miik Hiid 
apioadqurP” Tlie poet RHiWurud: “ From a ooupkt or twn eon- 
feHtdg thu Unity of Cfod.*" The Shaikh, when he woke, went 
and pniyod Rt Firdauird tumh. Probably the hxitid mfetTCid to 
are tboao at the end of thid uietioii.* 

§ 3q. Catmlbolisin wdt uot imhziEiwn. In Eurtnnr timed among 
the Ravage triboa of the Norths na w'o loam from Herodotisa. On 
the up|ior watora of the Boryathaned (tha Btitepor) dwelt the 
Androphagql proper, who ieeni to hate bean of Finniah tnaSf 
pgmfl tribee of wbiah appear to haTo rotolnod thoiT camubididtio 


0. m i p. 45- 


■ C, Ponhm Profkorp p* 60, and wUt, 
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prthp«£Lilty tAto u the* A|;di,>^ Oh tho iti>pp€»i 

of tho CiuipUm ^wolt tiii^ ftniJ to tho north nE \htym, 

and louth^DaAt of the Urpil Mnnnlaitifl;) tho leiodenen. Both 
OiiHe tdb^ were to tome extent cuinLbtlA.i The le^nd in the 
text of a mim^tuig i^mmiLnity outi be ocoouniigid for witliDut 


I I 

Motff ih& Kh4n of Chin had Tiding of ih^ .^ayin^f 
of Kdmtlt 

NrtWp O onlighttMie!d sftge 1 fipoak but to 
Goil tho Sufitainer of hoavon's i^iroliug frnmOp 
And Guide to good. Thino end of life will como, 
g6j And thou wilt r&sst within tho other homo, 

But fijfat nan-ftto again thia talo of yofe 
Told by the nistio minstrel from hla store. 

Anon news reaohed tho Khan: " Kaimls La alflin 
Upon tho field, and day is turned to gloom 
And bittomess before the ohieffl of Balkhp 
Kaahdn^ and Sbakn.'*^ 

All looked on one anotherp 
And asked : Who can this pro west warrior bo ? 

What is his name I Who is ho I Who can face him ? 
Thus to Hi'iman the Lion apake, Piran:— 

My soul hath had enough of strife texlay* 

How shall our warriors desire to fight 
When our braYo Crocodile hath just hien skin I 
Ho was a pccrlosa noble; not a horseman 
Had fonn tnoro olephanitnep and tho man 
That could ip battle bind him with the 
Might well in days of fight seisse by the head 
An olophant and dash it to the ground/' 

1 Berodatttt, |¥, IS amA ipS. BAG, Veil, i ^ 

^ ii^^. L Aod ffp ;tS. 
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Tho troops in soro di^trosiB about K4mtm 
Ciirno in a body weoping to iba Khdn, 

To whom Pfrin did revereneo sadly, saying::— 

" 0 thou exaltod o'er yon assuro dome I 
Thou hast bobeld and heard how wc have fared 
Prom first to lost upon tins batLlefiolcL 
Devise a remedy for oer niiefortune 
Thyself witboul constiUing any one^ 

Gbooae from our army's spits ocio tbat can bring 
Hid things lo light and find out who he is— 

This lion-hearLed one for whom our host 
Hath not a mateb; then we will all face death, 

And fight him on tbo field.*' 

The Kban replied — 

** 'Tls what conoornoth mo; I fain would know 

Tlie name of this pernicious paladin, y, 

Who taketb Lions in bis lasso's coils ; 

But seeing death may not be remedied, 

And wishes, prayers, and vigour naught avail, 

For to that end we all afe molhor-bom, 

And yield our necks thereto against our wills, 

While none eseapeth turning heaven^s decree, 

Not if be dash to earth an elcplmnt, 

Lrot not your hearts bo sorrowiul for him, 

Who perished in tho twisted lasso's coils, 

For with my lasso I will bring to earth 
The man that slew Kamus, and make fnin 
Run river-like with blood to glut the heart 
Of king AfrAsiyab.** 

Ho then assembled 

Full many a noble from the army — ^sword^men 
And bravest of tho brave—and said to them 
** As for this warrior with his archery. 

This lasso-fiinging, hero-taking horseinim, 

'Tis needful that ye spy out where he is 
Upon the loft or right wing of their host * 

VOL. IIL s: 
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Inquire withal about hia tiamfi and land, 
Thou will W0 do hifi business out of hand." 


|2 

HoiB CJiinffith Htufam 

A lusty cavalwr—a faithful Uego— 

By Iiarrifl Chingishj^a Baoker of renown— 

A man of valour and ndventuroua, 

Stepped forth and Tolunteered. He thus addresfieri 
The Khun: " Exalted ] nU tho world would have 
Thy love. Though this man be n lion I 
Will make him lifoless when I take the field, 

Will fight him single-handed and convert 
The glory of fnin to infamy, 

I will be foremost to avenge Kuiuus, 

And thus restore h’la honour after d^th," 

The Khiln applauded liim. He kissed the grovmd 
Before his lord, who said; “ Achieve this vengeance. 
Bring me yon overweening head, and I 
Will give thee from my hoards so many gems 
That thou shalt never need to toil again.*' 
rhingiah spurrod forth swift as A/iftTgashaap. 
Approached the irunians. drew a poplar arrow, 

And cried: " This is my field, tho heads of nobles 
Are in my clutch. If that bold lasso-flinger, 

Who usotli sometimes laeso, sometimes shaft. 

And took Kluulifi, will come upon the field. 

His station shall bo void," 

Ho Totkincd aboutp 

And criod t “ Whoro is th&t lion-warriof ? 

Then Rustam with his mace bestirred himself, 

And straightway mounted Bakhsh. lam, he said, 
‘‘That chief-o'orthrewing, Lion-capUiror, 




If 
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I Imvo muce, Irbsq, and artillery* 

And now for ihee^ as for Lte br&vo Kdmda 
'Tia time to rub eyes in the dost*' 

CiiingiRh 

Rejoined : " What are thy Dame, thy race, and purpo^ 
Thiit i may know whose blood I phod amid 
The dust of battle ?" 

RuaUm answered ; Wretch I 
Ne'er may the tree that taketh thoo for fruit 
Blof>ni lu the ^irth. To thee my n^me and spear-point 
Are death, thy mail and helm thy winding'-aheet.” 

That Ldaolent came wind-like, strung his how, 

Which seamed a raining cloud* and said to Rustam* 

His mail-clad opposite: "Stay* valiant horseman I 
Thou sbalt have fight enough/^ 

The other raised 

His shield* perceiving that the shafts would pierce 
His mail Chingish marked well that elephant^fomip 
Tall 03 a straight-stemnied cypress in a garden, 

Beheld that steed—a Hill beneath a Hill 
And not aweary—thought: " Te mu away 
Is better than te bring myself to harm,” 

And spurred his heavy-laden ohaiger on 
In flight, intending to rejoin hb troops 
But Ruslmn* that bold horsoiuon, urged on Rakhsli 
Like fire and followed up his noble foe. 

As like a furious elephant he gained 
Upon Chingish the plain was full of hubbub, 

And both the armies saw aniazedly 
How Rustam caught the charger of Ghingish 
And held it by the tail untU the rider 
In terror threw' himself upon the ground; 

Hia helm foU off him and he begj^ for life, 

But peerless Rustam stretched him on the dust* 

Struck ofi^his head, and thought of him no more. 

The franiau iioblce praised their paladith 






« 
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Who. glittering spe&r 10 hand, rode to and fro 
Itctwcca the Irinian army and the foe. 


Y*96s 


§ 3 

//trtff tU ATWii */ Ohi* mtU mtmtf" to Rn^fiam 

Much grieved the Rln'm and raK«l at that mUhapi 
Ho said thus to HtmAD t “ Now titno and place 
Are straitened to ub* Go, for thou art Bbrewd, 

And leom the name of yon paladin. 

Htiniin replied: “ No anvil 1 or ivory 
In tight. KAmiis the warrior had no peer 
For valour and discretion, so dospbo not 
The cavalier that lassoed him- I go ^ 

To learn whom God will favour on this held. 

As swift afl wind he wont inside hi» tent, 

Took other helmet, Bag, and horae. niid changed 
'fhe fashion of bis mad and shield, then went, 

And drawing near to Rustam, paused to scan 

That hero’s neck and litubs. and said : " Renoi^-nud one, 

Brave lasso-fUnger. warlike Cavalier 1 

By God, 1 tremble for my ntonareh's throne 

When r behold a foe men such as thou art. 

In this great host 1 see tio valiant noble 
And chief like thee. One courting such a combat 
Could make the dust fly from a lion's heart 1 
Tell me about thy country, and home, 

Infonn me of thy paiontj^'o and uaiuo- 
1 have not seen aLinong the IrAniftn boftt 
A man save thee who hath the heart to tight, 

1 love a warrior, and most of oil 

The man that hath the temper of a pard; 

So now if thou wilt lot ujo know thy name, 

Land, stock, and home, thou wilt confer a favour, 

For thou wilt ease my heiikrt. 


i 
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TLti pfilodin 

Said: “ Noble warrior of ardeEit soul I 

Why tall nol thy name, CDuntty, raaliu^ aod hooie ? 

Why hi«t thou come with this bknd courtesy, v. 9^ 

Aud so niutih tslk ? if thou clesirest peace. 

Not further loss in war, find him that shod 
The blood of Siy^wush, and so involved us 
la ah the fire of feud. Find in thy host 
Alike the guilty aud the ianocent; 

Find too the men, the steeds eapart^ned. 

And goods which Siy&wusb took from Iran; 

Send all ta as, and i will wish no longer 
To fight tho Turkmans: ye shall be my frieuda 
In all, I will Qi>t speed revenge, seek strife^ 

Or lay the heads of nobles in the dust. 

I will eommuMeate with Kai KhusTuii, 

Will purge his heart and brain of grief and vengoauoo. 

And fiond to him the culprits; ho may pity them, 

And pardon their ofionce^ Now will I tell thee 
Their names, and may their names and schemes both 
perish I 

Tho head of the offence was GarsfwnjEK 
Who sought to trouble and adliet Iran; 

Next any that thou kaowest of Tiiria j^eed 
That made this Water brackish wantonly^ 

SSuch as Gurwf tho son of Zim, bora 
Unjust and loveless; perish all his race [ 

They did the injury to ^iydwush, 

Which was the key to all those bonds of bale; 

Next those who wrecked their monarches brain and 
heart. 

And made blood flow like water^ also those 
Who had no quarrel with the ininiaas, 

And yet have taken part in this campaign, 

The mighty mm that ate of Wfsa's rseo^ 

Men don hie-faced and pied to every one, 
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\\ 07 SmiK AS Hiimiii. Lahhiik^ imd FftTshiilwArd^ 
Kulbdd And Nastihati the lion-man. 

If ye w^eompliah this that I demEUid, 

And our quest for vengeance, I will shut 
The door of our revenge upon thy cetintry; 

Thou ahalt not need to clothe thy breiw^t in maU^ 
But if thou speakost in another Bonse 
[ win ronew our quarrel by fresh watm, 
xVnd by the life and head of great Khuarau 
Make reek the marches of Tiinin. Shongul 
Shall not survive nor yet the Klidn of Chin, 

Or warrior of the country of TdrAn. 

Thou hast essayed me on this battle held; 

My way and mode of fight is always this. 

One of the nobles of friin am I, 

Wont to encnuntor Lions in tho fray, 

And many heads have I removed from bodies 
Whoso oifiy winding-sheet wiis grimy dust. 

J iio*or have spoken on this wise before^ 
ily purpose first and last hath been revenge; 

Now therefore hoarken to me and embrace 
These fair proposals” 

At these words Huindn 
Was sore afraid and trombled like a loaf. 

For hearing Rustam talk in such a Ktrain 
Ho SAW what vengeance would befall Ids kin, 

And answered: Lion-hearted warrior I 

With strength and form and stature such os thine 

Thy proper seat k on the triiruan throne. 

At least thou art a mighty paladin 
Or some redoubtable (ninkn chief. 

V. 96S Thou hast inquired about my race and name. 

But not accorded what I asked of thee. 

My name is Xdh. A warrior brave am I. 

My sire is BfisipAs—the hon-hke. ^ 

I have accempanled this host from for, 
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And come e Boldicr tp %hls somio of strife. 

Nqw that tHou haat my name sjid raee aright 
I too must ask for thine, whioh I require 
lliat I may make thy wmhes known to alL 
So now if thou wilt kt me know thy name ^ 

I will return rejoicing to the camp^ 

What thou hast spoken on thU battlefield 
Will I detail in preBonee of the host, 

And in the presence of Mansbiir. the Khan 
Of Chin, and Turkman warriors and chiefs ** 

But Rustam said to hini ; Seek not my name! 

Say what I seemed to theo. Mj heart is burning 
With love toward PirAp, becaiiBa the slaughter 
Of Siyuwush hath pierced hia liver too J 
Ha IK the gentlest man in all Tunin. 

Speed him to me forthwith and we will see 
What time may bring/^ 

Human replied: O great one I 
Tlien thou art eager to behold Plnin t 
What knoweat thou of him or of Knlhid, 
iMlid, or of Gurwf tbo son of Zira f ” 

■« Why ask so many questions?" RiiBtiiLin said. 

''Try not to make a riyer nm up-hil); 

As for these mighty bostH^ dost thou not see 
That if they fight or not is left to thee ? ^ 


i 4 

lioit I^trdn took Countel icifh HfSmdTt and the Khdn 

Human withdrew with all hia favour changed^ 

And told Pfrdn: '* O favourite of fortune I 
Great ill hath come on us t This lion-heart 
Is Rustam of Zabul, iiad we may now 
Weep for our troops. He talked at large with me, 

^ Ramllnp; wiE.b 0 nail 
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Rcchllmg what w& mah had done amiss. 

And Ip lajr brotborl was tho first accused. 

Ho flpako much of revenge for SiyawuEhp 
Of piiat. eventSp of waste and settlement. 

Of what he purposed and of righteous dealing. 
About Bahniin and those Gi'idarjeians, 

And aU that fed. Hk lave k all for thee 
Of whom he spake at large with kindlLnesa. 

He e&Ileth now for thee of all this host; 

1 know not whj. Qo see him spear in hanfl, 

Set like a hill upon another hilh 

With in ail and m aco and leopard-sk hi euirasSp 

Bestriding his great, furioUB Elephant, 

Then wilt thou see that 1 have told no lies; 

E'en fire receiveth brightness from his swoid. 

He will not budge without an interview; 

It m for thy sako that he tarrieth thua* 

Bespeak him fairly when thou seeist bitn. 

Draw not thy sword, and act not hastily." 

PfrAn replied: ” Exalted one I [ fear 
ily time hath coma If yonder warrior 
Ho Rustamp then this philn will be a scene 
Of griuf for ns. Our fields alreaidy biiiri; 

I know not what out evil star hath done/^ 

He w^ont with toarful eyes before the KhdUp 
Pierced through the livePp aiigryp seared at heart k 
V. $70 And said to him: O monareh i be not hostyp 
Because the case is altered with ub now. 

Whenas Kamus the warrior's time had come 
The thought occurred to me: ^This Iron Wall 
Is Rustam, with his raw hide laaso-eolW 
Afr^iydb may ceme in aU bis pomp. 

But noao will dream of seeing Rustamk back; 
Divs sicken fighting him. What is ono man 
Or one whole plain-full in opposing him t 
He hath been long lord ofZabulisLan, 
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Aud foBter-sire erewhile to SiyiwuBtp 
And warretb like a father m his aDguleh 
To make the world straifc to AfrAaiyab; 

This alephaotme one hath auuinioned me 
Of all this countless heal, I know not why i 
But I will go and ascertain his will 
Because my spirit U brought low with care^^ 

The Khjiu said: ** Gop eay that whlah must be said 
With courtesy. If be desireth peace 
And wealth, why toil our armies on this plain ? 

Agree to give great gifts and then return; 

better not to court ao great a fight; 

Butp siuoe he Is strayed in leopard-skin, 

Good sooth I ho may be bent upon a eonftict [ 

Then we will battle hkowise in full forcCp 
And press him closely on the field of stnfe. 

Put we OUT trust in God and war with Bustjim 
With all our strength ; his body is not brass 
And iron, but is blood and hair and fiesh, 

Nor shall we have to fight him in the sky: 

Why bum thy heart with wire and grief ? Know thia^ 
That, even if he feed on stone and iron. 

Shafts and two-headed darts will pierce him. We 
Outnumber them three hundred times. Tie ill 
To be in dudgeon on this battleficM, 

This ZAbullp this famous warrior^, 

Oatvioth not an elephant in fight. 

And I will show him with mine own such play 
That he no more will meet mo in the fray.^' 


§5 

Mitic Ptrdn to ituMiam 

Pfifin departed full of pain and fear. 

Heart-rent at Kustam s doings, Ue approachod 
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The ATrqy of Irio md dried : O abief, 

And lover of the fruy I I heard that thou 
Hodst called for me of all thb countless host 
Of TurkmanSp and have come forth from my lines 
To thine to see what thou wouldst have of me/' 

When noble Rustam knew that from the Turkmans 
A warrior approached ho met PCriii 
Before the hcstp an iron helm on head. 

What is thy naine, 0 Turkman I""* he doinaadcdip 
What is thy will and purpose In this conjingl^ 

The other said: FMn am I, the chief 
or yonder cliieftairLs^ Thou hast asked Hvliiisnt 
The »on of Wfaa, for me in kind words ^ 

Which miide my heart yearn toward theSp paladin I 
Declare to me which of the chiefs thou art." 

Ho answered: ” I am Rustam of Z^bul 
My sword is from Ktlbul, my dlothing mail" 

Fminp on hearing noble Rustam’s words, 
Dismounted and did rovoreiica Rustam said:^ — 

I gnoet thee from the bright-souled Sun Khusrau, 

972 O paliidin ! and froiu his mother too, 

Thu daughter of Afrjlsiynb^ who tlreamdih 
Of thy love every night.^' 

Knia replied: — 

1 greet thee olsOp elephantine chief 1 
In God's name and the host's. May Ha Who giveth 
All good things bless thee, may thy signet be 
A passport to the sky. Than^ be to God, 

My Refuge, that I see thee here.^ Are Zal, 

Thu son of S^m. Zawim, FarAmarz, 

Those men of prudent hearts and prosperouB — 

May this world never kuow the want of them— 

Are they in health, good spirits, and oatato ? 

Now will 1 apeak unless thou take it ill 

That subjects should complain of thoec in power. 

1 planted in the Garden once a TreOp 
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Whose leaves proved ooloojnthp wUoso fruit proved 
blood. 

And it hath cuusod me niftny gritsvous teanSp 
Eor^ though once my treasure and my iifOp 
II now bath brought me grief and yieldeth bane 
Instoad of antidote, for Siyuwush 
Esteemed me hia sLre and shield from hariiip 
While 1 gave him my daughter and a provinoOp 
That bo might illustrate my nico; but some 
Have slain him and my daughter cruelly^ 

And haply thou wilt aay it served mo right. 

(1 retit are the carep the anguish, and the pains. 

That f have suffered both from king and people, 

^Vnd God shall he my witness m the worldl. 

Although to call tho Almighty as a witucaa 
Is wrong, paid though so long a time hath passed. 

And I have hecird miieb eouujsel from the wisOp 
That mourning hath not ceased within my house, 

And that my soul in still ahiime with grief. 

That I pour out my blood instead of team, 

And constantly am in the leech's hands. 

That act hath ruined mOp heaven hath not tumed 
As I could wish; t, siuco 1 learned the fate 
Of Siyawush, have done naught, good or illp 
But been between two realms and two great kings 
In anguish, misery, and impotence. 

I risked my life for FarangiSp whose father 
Had sought to slay her, but I kept her hidden 
lu mine own housOp providing for her tbere« 

She in return would hare my life, would have 
Her foemen'a heads from mo! All grief am 1, 

0 paladin I and both sides mil at me. 

I have no way to flee Afrosiyahp 
I have no other resting-place or home^ 

1 am concerned for treasure, bndo, and herds p 
.^Vnd see not any pretoit for deporting; 
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1 hiLye my flOM and many w^omon-folk. 

Such are the care® and ties of one. 

Whene'er AfraaijAb coiiiiU4mdet;>h wax 
He will not fluATer me to clo®e mine eyes; 

Againist my will I tamt lead forth tbc host, 

[ may not diso];>oy. The occasion now 
la one for pity not for war with mo. 

Had r no other pain and grief at heart 
About my kin save that Pilsam was slain. . . * ^ 

But there are many other gallant youths. 

Who have not bail their fill of combating^ 

And seeing that I tremble for my Ufo 
I speak about my somt and property. 

By God the Conqueror, O paladin I 
Be not incensed against me, harbour not 
A gmdge against my kin, keep God in mind. 

V, 97^ Now by tho illustrious soul of SiyAwuab 
1 swear that death is bettor far for me 
Than breastplate, sword, and helm, for if our troops 
Engage tbou wilt see mountains of the slain; 

Yet thk>se from tSliakn, Kashaii, Sakidb, and Hind — 

The lands between the Indus and this mareb_ 

Are guiltleaa of the blood of SiyAwush, 

Though brought as floldiora to this battleheld. 

Peace bcttereth war with me. Be not too hard^. 
Speak out thy mind; thou art more wise than I, 
And mightier in war and prowess” 

Rustam 

Replied net m Pfnin desired but said;—- 
Since I and other warriora of the Shith 
Armed for the field I hare iseen naught but good 
Prom thee—tho least injurious of Turkmans. 

Thou hast done righteously in all and sought 
To lead Turin aright« The leopard knuweth 
Tliat war and strife arc evils, rocks and mountains 

* Sm Yol. If. pL 
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Know that, but when the kmg of kings is bont 
On vengeaJicc wa nnifit potir tba airow^ itu 
On two conditions thoro inaj be pe^Loe yet ; 

Consider if yo will eonsant to thoTn ^ 

Ono is — ibat tbou shalt send to Kai Kliusrati 
In bonds all thosa that through the prince’s death 
Insensateiy havo set this scene of strife. 

Although not auihore of the war^ and thosOj 
The guilty of Lha blood of that just head, 

Although they nmy be not upon the held. 

The other is—thou shalt prepare ihysolC 
And come with me to our victorious £|hah. 

As to the goods which thou wilt leave behind, 

And dost esteem so precious, thou shalt have 
Ten for each one from him, so prate not thou 
About tho bEiggoga of tho Turkman host," 

Pfn'm reflaeied; To desert Ttirda, v. eyfi 

And go before that king were grave indeed 1 
Again by thus doiimnding those in fault 
In wreak for SiyAwush ha will bring low 
AfrAsiyAb’s great men—his lath and kin— 

The man with thrones and treasure, place and power. 

How could I dare to speak of such a thing ? 

He asketh vrhat is quite preposterous 1 
HuiiiAo, XuHuldp and Farsbfdward — the men 
That brought about the anguish of Gudarz — 

Aro ail involved, and this can never bo : 

No river In the world can ntn such water^ 
t must adopt mine own expedieutp 
Take mine own way,’* 

He said : " 0 paladin I 

Mayst thou bo Over young and bright of mind, 

I will depart and tell this to the chiefs^ 

Manshiir* Shangul and to the Khiin of Chfn — 

And send a cameleer to tell the king 

Thy words, and rouse him from his slumboring.'^ 
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JToifi the T'li/vfnn'cww toot Cottrud /ar Baiite ntith the Jrttniam 

Pfrin departed to the host like wind, 

Af^mbled those that were of Wtia's race, 

And told th e secret, saying: Our fall or rise 
Hath come, for know ye that this Lion-heart 
Is Bustam, who hath ta'en tbo Meld in grief 
With chiefs iwid Lions from Zilhulkti^n 
And nobles from Kabnlistiin. With him 
There are Gudam and Giv and Tiis, and we 
Must tight, though 'gaimt our wiHa, md be disgraced. 
Since Rustam is the aver^cr and the leader 
No horsemen in the world will hold their own. 

He seeketh of the Turkmans those in fault, 

And trouble th not about the innocent. 

Who to your knowledge l& not guilty here. 

And is not much affected by our king I 
Behold our country will be desolate, 

The warriors of fnlii will work their wiU^ 

And all be lost, the yoimg, the old, the monarch, 

Tho treasure, army, throne, and dhidem, 

1 said to our unjust kingt ' Be not thou 
So 6ery and stormful, elfio some day, 

And with no warning, thou wilt be cousiimed, 

Thy wit be burned and thy heart's eye sewn upn" 

The imperious monarch breoked not mine advice. 

Or that of the illustrious company. 

But made away with noble SiyAw^uah 
Without consulting with the brave and irise. 

Thou wilt see nothing left of state or crown, 

Throne, elephants of war, or diadem ; 

The f ranian king will be rejoiced thereat 
While grief and pain will be our warriots' pertion. 

Wop for our gallant hearts and this great host, 
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Endowed with Grace, tall slalurOp crowD, and state I 
All will bo spoiled henceforth before jonr eyes, 

None will turn happy from tho battlefield, 

For they will trerid ns 'neath their her^es^ hoofs; 

Our wakeful for tune's light will be bedimniecL 
My heart is burning for Hiirndn, my soul 
Is darning for Bufn, for RusLam's heart 
Ib brimming with revenge for Slydwush 
For whom his eyebrows are fulSUed with frowns* 

1 will go sadly to the Khun and tell him 

WTaat this revenge hsth cost me." * 

Swift as dust 

He went with full heart and with lipt all sighs. 

And found the camp-enclosure full of clatnour. 

With bloody tulip sot on saffron oheeka. 

For many of the kmdred of Kiiinus 
Had mm% demanding vengeance* They eiclaimed;— 
Aft^iyAb will dream no more of greatness 3 
Why did thk king, who hath no man to fight 
On days of battle, thus begin the fend 7 
We, to Etvengo Kdmds, with tearful eyes 
Will lead the army of KaBhiin to Chin, 

And thenco and from Barbsr, from the Bullish, 

From the Sagsars and from Mslssandanin 

Will wo bring nmee-srmed troops to slaughter Rustam 

That none may hear his voice. Afnkiyab, 

If fain for vengeance, must not rest or sleep/" 

Moreover from the kindred of Chingish 
And Asbknbus a din like boatiug dnims 
AroEie, while all in axignUh for their kinsmen 
Wore raining tears of gall on saiHron cheeks, 

And saying midst their tears: ** Wo will not rest 
Or sleep henceforth till wo have tired SktfiiL, 

And given its people doleful nights and days. 

Have sot the head of Rustam of Zdbul 
Upon the stake in grief for our great dead, 
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And, having bnmod his bodyp strewn the ashes 
Before his palace-gate." 

FitAn was dazed p 
His favour darkened at their lamentations, 

And thus he said: Aftifoted, helpless meUp 
Possessed by pain and care luid fod on grief 1 
Ye surely cannot know that your own time 
Is almost o^or^ 

Ho ifeotight the Khdti and said:— 
'^ This little war of ours is growing long, 

«A Crocodikp whose mail is leopard^skiD, 

Hath cxime up from the rivor to the fight. 

For Rustam hath brought troops from every side^ 
And famous ohiefs; our toils are thrown awajp 
And unjust deeds receive just punishmenL 
Af^iyiib was so infatuate 
That Siyawtish was murdered by his hand, 

Uxged to it by the Insensate Garsfwar^ 

^979 ^fow Siy^wush Was great, a royal prince 
Brought up by Rusiatn of Ziibulisninp 
%¥ho fighting to avenge his fosterling 
Will bring the heavens down+ N'o leopard's claws 
Or trunk of oJophantp no lofty ijiountjim 
Or river Nile ^ will aught avail with him 
When he shall take the field before his host. 

He rideth on a horse that neodelh not 
A ship in seas of blood. ’tYo may not reckon 
This conflict trifling; all have seen his poweri 
A lire hath fallen from azure heaven ajid caused 
Our hearts to fume with fcar^ Coovoke the sagesp 
The priestSp the great, and find tho remedy— 

A champion competent to take tbo Held: 

Wo may peTohance esca{>c these ills and reach 
Our homes albeit with diminished fortunes^ 
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Mod should aot fairlj ever, aot be 
To Book quarrel." 

Troubled at PfrAn 

The Khiin invoked the Maker's name and sajil :— 

"Hoiv shill! wa act eDceuntared by auoh hosts ?" 

Then said Shan^ul: “To vrkat end is this talk, 

ExaUod one? We sped o^ar flood and waste 
From every clime to help Afrasiyiibp 
Receiving ^fta and armleU; if we light not 
Wo Caine like Uona and shall go like foiea. 

We sprang tike fearless lions, losing not 
One day upon the march, why snoh alarm 
Because one man from Sigss eneoantereth ns f 
tShame on such talk! Thou must take ether order. 

Grant that he is a furious Eli’phant, V. ^ 

And grapptoth Lions on the battle^fleld, 

St ill p though ho slew Kdiuils the warriorp 
We must not hesitate, and since \i& cIoATp 
Because Pfnin Is sleepless with dismay. 

That some one holdeth Bustam In respect, 

I now es^tend my hrmd as succourer. 

Xo Elephant is he or Lion's match. 

Nor h his prowess as PMn assertetb- 
W^e must bo iirm hereiUp and oot era^ 

All thoughts of vengeance on him from our hearts. 

Draw wo our maces at the dawn, advance 
Across the plam, make air like clouds in springp 
Aod pour A rain of arrows on the foe; 

Then through the dust of horse and crash of axes 
None must know head from foot Observe mo 
wellp 

And, w^hen I raise the war-cry^ charge amain. 

We are—we warriors and cavaliers— 

Good sooth I above a hundred thousand strong, 

And shall we, lifeless though not slain, thus vilely 
Shrink from one man? When I con&ont the Simdan 
VOL ni. n 
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SeDd JO the dust-(5loud» lot none ’scape ; 

A cQward's hoart is naught/' 

On hearing this, 

PfraD, old os ho grow joung of heart, 

And said: " Live haippj, free from grief aiid caro/’ 

While all tlie nobles and tho Khiin of Chin 
Acclaimed the king of Hmd. 

Now when Pfrdn 

■ Came to his tent the chiefs resorted thither— 

V, 951 Hum jin, Biirmiin, and Nastfhan, whose minds 

• Were poUed ‘twixt hope end fear. Human inquired 

t What is thy purpose ? Doth it furnish graiind 

\ For peace, or are the armies to engage 1 

Pinln told what Shangui bad said, and how 
K The troops ogreod to battlo on, whereat 

Human was sore disploasured and, inconaed 
Against ill-starred S^hangul, said to Pinin :— 

^ None can escape the aky and what it bringoth. 

He mot Kulbiid and said: ^^Shangul is mad I 
If Rustam bo what I have seen, and heard 
From ohiofs» Khangul, Kundur, Manshiir, will not 
- Survive this batiletield, nor will the K-hjin* 

^ Withdraw wo for a whilo and reckon up 

^ Our ebanee of gfiin or loss. Thou wilt behold 

; Of this unboiiiidod hoBt. whose massive maces 

Might quell the world, the more part laid to earth ^ i 

p With blood-drenched hehus and mail for winding-sheet, 

K Kulbiid repliwi; O wielder of the sword ] ^ 

|u Keep if thou oenst from evil presages* ^ 

B And sadden not the licartii of thine own side; * 

F The matter maj be other than wo think, ;; 

The better course for thee is not to fret ^ 

W'^ Or worry over ills not cotne ns yeL" .* 
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H&ic Rusiam hAranfftt^ hu TVoaipw 

Ori his side Kiistam caUod his ipighty tiiari— 

Tiis. G^v, Giidarjs^ Huhhitrn, luid Far/bui^, 

Kharrjid the warrior and Gustaham, 

Gurgfp tho veteran^ th« csavaiiar, 

And that illufilrioua inaa of war Bfztian. 

^ Ye men of wisdom V* said tha peorkss obiefp 
Addressing thom^t largo in titling words, 

“ Yo arahimagL's wise and shrewd of heart 1 
Tha njjia whom God doth render forLiimile 
Is fit for ytown and throne i he will possess 
The world, prevail in war, and will not fear 
Tbo leopard, elephant^ or cmeodile. 

Our strength ia all from God, and to what end 
Are we upon this darksome earth of ours f 
l o think no evil^ but to ohooso the waj 
Of God and w'isdom, since the world ia no man's, 

And 'tis not well to take much joy theteui; 

Our worth is h^isod on right and hardihood 
While knavery Envoivoth harm and loss. 

Pfnin was heart-seared when he came to me 
So hftstily, he spike tn many words 
Of his good oSicDs to Siyawnsh, 

Of bis own travail and iinnietji 
And how through his entreaties Farangis 
Escaped the Dragon^g breath; and yet withal 
My heart foreboded that Pfnin would bo 
Among the first to perish in this w^ar, 

HU son and brother die before his eyes 
With many of the noblest of his kin. 

And that XhuBraii would day Afriudyab; 

Such was my dream. Know that they all will petUh 
Beneath our feet, not one man will survive; 
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Howbcit I would not that thiB ha^id of mine 
Should slaj their gfraend ; he bath no craft 
But honesty, And ihinketh not of ill- 
If then ha shall ftocomplish what he said, 

Bo flneient wronffB forgotten ; if ha yield 
The culprits and the goods, the strife is done, 

. The war for ino is OT?^cr ; in this world 

To deal uprightly b the host of all things. 

If from these chiefs with thrones and elcphunta-^ 

An army Uka the blue sea—he dispatch 
Both crowns and wealth, I shall not trouble furthor 
About the Turkmans. They will all pay tribute 
Xat being able to contend with uSh 
And we will spare their Hvea bcesuse the All-giver 
Hath taught us wisdom and right ways. The world 
Is full of treasures, thrones, and crowns: a uitiu 
Were fortunate indood to win them all S 
Gudarz in hearing this stood up and said 
To Rustam: " 0 thou chieftain good and just, 

Tho host's support, the adornment of the throne I 
The crown md throne and helm are bright through 
thee. 

Resplendent wisdom is thy capital 

And provaud of thy^ souL Feuco is no doulit 

A hotter thing than war+ but mark this well— 

The ox bath yet his hide, i will repeat 
To thee a saying of the olden liiuos >— 

' The souls of evil men shun righieousiiess 
E^en as the Bhoulders shun the burden's stress^ 

Firdn now givelh pledges in his straitr 
But some day he will struggle to evade them. 

The Maker fashioned him a double-<iea.ler. 

So hearken not to him and 'scape his guile- 
^Miea first we set the battle in array 
We held a parley and forwent the fight 
Because an envoy came to say from him: — 
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‘ I hm ftvcm from strife and battled old p 
Apd, iwiking noL of oouptiy md of tenUp 
Have girded up my Loips U> aerro tho BhdtL.' 

He h&vrd fn*m ua much coudsoI and adricep 
And Kidd t ^Htmceforth la war no mate of mine; 

I wDl depart, and eompaaa this affair 
Without delay p announcing to my km 
My course herein, for I have throne and tresisure 
And cattlOp and for them 1 will provido." 

I said t * Thy right ooutso is to come at once ; 
Thronep wealth, and goodis await thee in Inin; 

But koop the matter secret that thy fault 
May not bo patent to Afrasiyilb/ 

Pininj when we bad spoken, went his way. 

And all that night companioned with the wind. 

Ho sent Afrasiyab a cameleer 

To my : * Army thy troop; a hostt hath come/ 

Tiiou wotddat have said that we had hold no parlo, 

Becau£>e it civme to nothingp jind Finln 

Upn the tenth day led his army forth 

Toward the plain and tilled the world with troop. 

Just now he set, Hleader of the host ! 

Upon thy path imotlier toy ; just now% 

On seeing thy la&so'a coiluk ho feared for life. 

Their whole reliance was upon 

And generals like Fikrids and like Uanshiir: 

But since he hath beheld KAmib" fortune 
Wrecked, and his slaughter in the lasso'’a colls; 
Pinin now knockolh at the door of peace. 

Not daring to remahi upon the field. 

And, sincQ he knoweth that hie foil is nigh, 
Employeth colour, stratagem, and guile. 

As hr the criminals, the weidth, imi goods, 

' Which Ip' he said, ' will gather and ijurrender,' 
Thou wilt prceivfl that when the tymbals sonndp 
And Tiia imd Faribura advance lo war* 
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V. 9S3 H0 will in person loud tho viin and evor 

Renew tho cam bat. All his words ar^ UeSp 
And Abritnao alono U bk fit mate. 

If thou &n deaf to me mark what bofoU 
My son Bahnim t FisAn thus held us back^ 

And set an ambush suoh that, wbon the day 
Of battle eame, he showed to us so great 
A grai^ayard of Gudarziana that I 
Must weep blood ail uiy lifop and have for leech 
An Indian swotd." 

Said Rustam: " Be thy words 
And wisdom wofldod. He ia as thou sayest. 

We and that old man differ, ’tis uo aocret; 

But, Ln as muoh as he hath done us good, 

[ would not fight him to tho bitter end. 

Roinember how be acted toward the Sh 4 b, 

And how he mourned the fate of Siyawush. 

If be should break hia word imd set on ua 
I have my lasso at my aaddle-atraps 
To take fieroe Elephants. But I ^1 fancy 
No UI at first } we may escape a confiiot 1 
But, if he abould be faithleaSp he ahidl find 
The outcome jjain and grief.” 

Gddarz luid Tds 

Praiaecl Ruatam, sayings “Sol itself would fail 
To cozen thee, and in thy presonoe aleightap 
Deceptions, fakehoodsp and Plriln's own words 
Take on no lustre. May the earth ne'er kek 
Our rnonaroh'a head and emwn, and may at thou hold 
The ehiefeat place for ever;” 

Ruat^m said 

"Tis dark and now our brains are dazed with talk; 
Quaff we till midnight, then safeguani our troops. 
And we shall seo what God hath purposed for us." 

W ^ He Baid moreover to the Iriinianfi -— 

'* To-night as we are drinking I will take 
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Somo happy omoD RTid, when morrow chometht 
Will shouldor Sam tho cavalier's own mace, 
Whei^wiLh I fought against Ma^andartln, 
Atlaok the Crocodito m his own lair. 

And capture camp-cnclo»ure^ orowiip tiara, 
Mace, mighty elephant, and ivory throne: 
These will I bring and give the Jriniana 
If after all 1 gird my loms for war/" 

Tho noble lieges raised a sbout and went 
For rest and slumlvor each niim to his tenL 
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How ihe li'dmoHg aw/ TfhflRian$ *ei iftrf in Arn'&if 


AA^hemis tho sun displayed its shining crown 
The moon appeared as '’twere a silver shield, 

But terror-strickon at the rising din 
Doclinixl and bid her face. The tymbals sounded 
Before the tent of Tiis, the world grew ebon 
With ohaigers’ dust; it filled the air; the ground 
Turned indigo, and Hiistam donned bU toaih 
The army of (rjiii drew up in line> 

The sons intent on tight, tho sireH on veogeanoe, 

Giidan^! of Kish wad was on the right 
In armour, brandishing a maee of steeL 
While FariburK was stationed on the left. 

And washed tho vengeance from his chieftains' bear La* 
Tus son of Shah Naudar was m the coatro. 

And all earth throngotl with troops, Then peerless 
Rustam 

Advanced to view the opposing chiefs; the Khain, 
Whoso elephants made earth Like indigo. 

Was m the centre, on the right Kundur— 

A gallant horseman lion-like in battle— 

* Ijt, bj thDid «e much ibii^ thej wuilcd na mart. 
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A4id CD tlio loft tbe retoran Gahdr: 

The earth was wouodwi "tioath the horseiiion'K 
Pimn^ upon his rouiids beforo tho host, 
Approached Shatiguh the lo¥0r of the fray. 

And said to him: “ O famous man of Hind E 
Falk from Shfrwin to Sind perfami thy bidding. 
Thou saicTst to mo: ' To-inorrow with the dawn 
Will I from all sides lead the host to light; 

Then will 1 chtdlenge Ktislam and bring down 
To dust that head which roachetli to the olouds/'' 
He answered: " I abide by what I said, 

Thou shalt soo from me neither uioro nor less. 
Now will 1 go before tphis vanquisher 
Of chiefs, and nail him through with arrow-points, 
Avenge Kiirnds and press the Iranians," 

With that ho made three battles of his host, 

Ha beat the drums amd dust rose froiu the plain. 
They marched, each battle, with huge elcphanU—^ 
An army-front 05 tending o'er twg miles. 

The beads of alt the drivers were adoraod 
With gaudy colours; each man wore a crown 
And earrings, with a gold torque round his neck, 
And belt of gold about liia loins. The beasts 
W are draped with housings of broeado of Chfn 
Surmounted by a throne and $eat of gold. 

Then there arose the blast of elarjona, 

And all the elephants of war advanced; 

Upon the right marched thirty thousimd men— 
Illustrious ctwjdicrs armed with the spear— 
Aucther thirty thousand on the left 
With bows and shields of Chin. The elephants 
Were in the centre with the Khan, a throng 
That relied earth's surface as they marched along. 
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//oir RuMfam reproached Pirdn 

Shangul woTil forth with Indiuti Hirord in hand 
Betwcaa tbo opposiDjf lines; a ai>uI 
Of lo JiEkii make, eempact of eagles’ plumcSi 
0 'orshadowe<l him. Arouad him was an escort 
AVhich followed as ho willed. On seeing this 
Pfriln rejoiced, feared not tho Kght with EiiBtani, 
And thus addressed Humin: *' Todaj will fate 
Dispose the matter to our hearts' content 
With this equipment and such eavalierSj 
Each one so gallant, proud, and Iba-lilce; 

So go not thou thyself before the line, 

Think not of tighling this day or the next^ 

Let thy post Ite behind the Khjin of Chin, 

Because thou noed^st not fights and if moreover 
He of Zabul, he of the sable stmidard, 

Beholdeth thoo, our cause is lost. Be ours 
To note the progress of oventJ?, and sec 
What sport our wakeful fortune will afford.” 

Pfran went thence toward the irinian ho«t 
To where the elephantine hero stood; 
Diamoimted, did obeisance many times, 

And said : ‘' High heaven taketh Qrace from thee. 
Ne'er may thy days decline \ Ne'er may thy face 
Show grief i When I returned^ O p&ludin! 

I gave thy message both to old and young, 

1 talked to them of all thine oxcclLonce, 

Though who on earth can praise thee worthily ? 

I apakc moreover both of peace and war, 
Emplojdng every sort of pica. 'But how 
Cim we do thiB,' they said at last,' and stay 
Revenge aa thou advkeat ? Wo can j^ve 
As much os ho shad ask of gold and treasure. 
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Bui aB for giving up the guilty folk 
It may not bo. Consider whitt it mopjaeth. 

Whom save the kinsmen of Afribiyjib 
Know'sl thou as guilty ? Be not rash in promise. 

For all the men that Rnstam asketh of ub 
A re chiefs—groat meu with thrones and diadouis I 
Kow shall wo or how can wc give them up 1 
Demands like these would msko a young man gray. 
When such an army hath aTrivcd from ChiEii 
SakJikb, iChattan, ancl from our own Tiiran^ 

How should Afriisiyah desire a peace 

When ho hath brought such hosts o'er aoa and laud ?' 

1 got no laek of blame in their replyp 

jVnd so I bave returned to theo in haste. 

Now of thORO troops mi sirmy like the sea 

la hurriedly preparing for the Hghtp 

And know thee not but c?dl theo ' him of ^ 

The king of Hind h fain to hghl with thee 
With bow and arrow and with Ii^diaii swordp 
But sure am I that in the end this host 
Will weep because of ekphantino Rustam,^* 

When KiLBt4im heard this ho was very wrtithp 
And said thus to Pinin: ^Thou luckloiis one 1 
’Why liast thou so much guile and subtorfuge ? 

Why wilt thou walk upn a precipice t 
The king of earth hath spe^kon much to me 
In pubho and in pri valo of thy lioa. 

E'en now wbou I osieemod thee wise and pnidoiit 
Thou W[t£t hut one great lie from head to foot. 

Thou wallowost TeokloBsly in thine own blood 
In evil oasOr but worse awaiteth tbce. 

Although a spot w ere Hell Twere Paradise 
Contrasted with the soil beneath thy feet, 

■ 1 prithee leave,^ 1 said, ^ this blaokp biul land, 

And ebauge it for a settled realm s such life. 

■ V/, YqU ii, p, loo,. (trui iwic. 
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As this is wholly worthless, for thy hood 
Is in the Dragon's maw. Thou mayst. boliold 
Our gniciouSr jiist> joung, fair^ anti oourteous Shah/ 
But eating snakea' and wearing leopard-ekm 
Are sweeter than both colour and brocade 
In thine esteem. None will contest the point, 

And thou wilt eat of that which thou hast sown.'' 

Pmln replied: '"0 fortune's faTourite, 

Thou fruitful, flourishing, and goodly Tree! 

Who kaowoth of auoh things as well jw thou ? 

And may the homage of the chiefs bo thine. 

My heart and spidt are at thy commandp 
My life for thine, 1 wiU ad rise to-night, 

And will address the assembled host besides.^ 

This being siud, to jom the troops he went 
With guileful heart and head on Tengeaaco bent* 


§ lo 

//ow ilu^ Batth tim 

Pinin departetl jind the opposing hosts 
Stood like two glittering mountains on the earthi 
While Riislam thus harangued the frtiabLUS:— 
My loms are girt for battle, be it yours 
To think but of revenge, aud let each warrior 
Frown ^ for no small strife fronteth us to-day^ 

But one that will appraise both wolf and sheep. 
The reader of the stars hath said to me ;■— 

* My heart is troubled by this coming fight; 

’Twill be betwixt two mountains, troops in mass 
Will bathe the world in blood, the veteran ohiefs 
Will gathor, and the strife unnuni the world ; 
Then fei^d will cease to stalk, the steel mace grow 
Like wax." Have no misgivings, whosoe'er 

* iTMlble undtUkf^Spp 


1 


320 THE SHAHNAMA of FiR da USl 

Mav oomo to fight with me, fof I will bind 
V, 95r HLs biLtiils within the twi^tuii Iaam's coils 
Ahhougb the starry heavens be hU alJj. 

Let no one tnemblo at yon fiimous^ ohiofs. 

If my life endotli on the battlebekl. 

And doubtless I ehalJ not die at a foast, 

AH that thou needest is enduring fame. 

Thou dafist not stay, why make so much ado? 

Set not thy heart upon this VV^ayaido Inn^ 

Trust not a liostclry so {ieriloasr 
Where souU allioil to wLeduiu roekon not 
Their day as good or ill K'on lords of crown 
And treasure may not fix thoir hearts on this 
Dur Wayside Inn**^ 

The troops repliod i '* Thy hosts 
Are higher than sky and moon, imd our keen swords 
.Shall make our fame last till the Judgment Day/" 

The anuios elesod. " A black oloud/' thou hadsL said, 
'* Hath men raining shafts and scimirnrs. 

And all the world is like a soa of pitch/' 

The glorious vmge of the euii grew dark 
With eagles' plumes and arrow-heads of steeL 
Thou wouldst have imid: Amid the clouil of dust 
The lanecs^ heads have smirched the stars with gore 
What while the oi^-head maces crashed around 
Thou wouldst have said: " The sky is raining stones 1" 
And midst the dashing of the diamond swords:— 

A cloud hath risen and its rain is blood t"" 

The briars and dust w^ero drotiohed with gore and 
brains, 

The helms were smsshed upon tbo wearers" heads, 
v*9$j {Said gray GiSdarz: " Since first I girt luyself 
To play the man I have seen no such strife, 

Or hoard of such among the haughty ehiafs j ■ 

Such is the slaughter that one half alone 
Of men is safe, the other b o’erthrown I ” 
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ffotc Shanffut iPith Bmfain and 

Shangul oanna forth before the boat and shoiJtod< 

” I iranc^nieh heroes tkiid I love the 

And 1 will aeOi" he aaiclp “what tattle^g^ar 

or ii^nnUae^ this mm of Sigz poBsesBatb/' 

The voice reached RustaiOi who looked forth^ beheld 
him. 

And said: Mine one petitioQ to the Maker, 

Both publicly lUid privily, hath been 
That of this mighty host smme alien 
Might have the pluck to challenge me to tight. 

I will not leave Bhanguh the Khan of Ghihp 
Or any warrior of TiirAn alive/" 

Ho came and shouted: ** Base-born miscreant S 
Zill Dame<I me Hustam ; wherefore calVst thou me 
* The man of Sigz t' Know that the man of Sigz 
Will bo thy death, thy mail and helm thy shroud” 
This said, he grasped a life-destroying spear. 

And urged his heavy mountain of a steed. 

He charged like wind, loosed his horoie arnip 
And thrusting with his spear unhorsed Shangul, 
Dashed him down headlong, and rode over him, 

Yet harmed him not Then Bustani q^uiokly drew 
His scimitaTp but from the hostilo host 
Game warriors with swords of tempered steel; 

Men from TAran, Saklab, and Hind surrounded 
The paladin as *twere an onager, 

And snatched Khangul from that fierce Elephant: 

Ho "scaped from Bust am, scathlcss *Dealh his inaik 
Fled with a cate-ivom visage to the Khdn, 

And said ; ** This is no man; he hath no equal 
On earth j he is a furious Elephant 
Upon a Mountain; we may fight in mass. 
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But let Dot any oao attack tlio Dragon 
In single combat, for he cannot ‘flcapOp"" 

" This mom thy views jintl worda were othar/^ said 
rhc Khdn, and bade tbo troops charge inountaiD'^like 
Id full force to hem Rustam m and end 
His life. That Lion drew his scimitar, 

And brake the left wiDg of the host of Chfn ^ 

Each stroke strewed truaklcss heads upon the plain^ 

No mountdn could withsland him in the fight. 

Or elophtiDi his fury, Warriors 

Beset him till they dJmuied the sun above him. 

While from the nianj speara, swords, shafts, and maces. 
Employed agamat the lion-taking chief, 

One would have thought that he in a reed-bed. 

And all the realm a winefat runumg blood. 

^4 At flveiy blow he sliced a hundred spears, 

And as an angry lien roared and raged. 

Behind him civine the warriors of (nln 
With v'flageful hearts and eager for the fray. 

As for the maces, mallets, Gpears, and aweidsp 
Thou wouldst liave said; *VHail falleth,'* Corpses^ 
hands. 

Heads, coronets, and helmets of the slain 
lillod all the field, high heaven seemed earth w'lth 
dust, 

And many a nock and breast were cloven jiiecenieaL 
The troops all cried: ** The plain is like a mountam 
With slain 1'’ The hosts of men from Chin and 
Shake, 

From Hindj Saklilb, Hanit^ and from Fahlav^ 

Stretched o^'er plain, height, and river, and they all 
Wore smitten by one man ! 

Then to Kulbid 

Knin turned, saying; ^Thb battlefield hath kst 
Its charmH. for he is urreaktible; 

* €/^ Pv log. 
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Tlieire is no leader like him in the world. 

No sago would otedit that one cavalier 
Overthrew three hiindret:! thousand warriors. 

Tills feud hath brought ill on Afribiijab; 

Where will ho find reposo and rest from Kustam I 
Good sooth I we shall bo blatood when ho inquirotb 
Coneeming this campaign, and then if ho 
Is wroth our heads will bo in joapardy," 
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Mow RuHinm fowgJti mfh Sf^rra 

Said Kusuim to the fnlnians^ '‘ This fight 
Hath hannod us not. Now will I take from Chin 
These elephants, this wealth, these splendid orowns. 
And thrones, bestow them on Iran and tnak* 

The day a happy aod a glorious one* 

1 want no helper from the fniniam^, 

God and the feet of Rakbsh are help onongh. 

I will not leave a man from Chm, Saklab, 

And Shakn to set his fool upon the gtound. 

For Tis our day of victory; high heaven 
Ulumincth our star, but ill betideth 
The men of evil words and evil deeds. 

If God afTordoth strongth my glossy RaJehsh 
Shall show his mottle, I will make this plain 
A graveyard, and the fertile land a salt-marsh. 
Resume ye now your posts, be diligent^ 

And swift as wind. Attend* When 1 advance 
Sound gong and bellp and make tho whole earth ebon 
With dust of cavaliers and tymbal-dm. 

Ply yo your axes and your massive 

Like blacksmiths' hatniners on a mass of steel, 

And fear ye not the nuiubers of the foc^ 

But make the very water reek to heaven. 
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Cleava ye the renk^ of Chfn and of Sukliib; 

Earth must not see the sky. Watch well my halnij 
And. when I raise the war-cry, charge amain/' 

Thence like a raging elephant, and bearing 
Hia out-head mace and ahouting as he went, 

He sought the foomen's right, and drat oncoiintcred 
Knndun He routed that wing utierlyp 
And many a head and helmet disappeared. 

A kinsman of Kamus, one Sdwa bight. 

Proud and overweening, oamo to counter Eustatn, 

With Indian aword in hand. He wheeled about 
In quest of ¥ongoaaco for Kjimiilts and cried 
"" O mighty Elephant ] now shalt thou mark 
A wave of Nile J ^ I will avenge Kumiis, 

The hapless: aevermore shall thou see battle^" 

When Sdwa's worda reached Hustam ho drew forth 
His massive mace, raised it aloft, and smote 
His foeman's head and helm. Thou wouldst have 
said:— 

“ That head hath never even seen its body T' 

Ho flung down Sdwa, and rode over him 
Till every trace was lost. The enemy 
Were panic-struck, the banner of K^ishAn 

overthrown; none durst w ithstaad him more 
Bocause the hoofs of Bakhsh their fruitage bore. 
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Thence Hustam sought the other wing, while all 
The foe wero in disinayp where stood Gahiir 
Tho warrior of Gahiln, a tion-man 
Who had a dusky hanuer. He was wroth 

^ * 0 dl^tillAnt fynenx. tn vas [4 lumTiIto flau de riadqi ” 
{Kohl). 
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On seeing Rnstam^s helni^ roarai Iion-Uke, 

And said to him: 'M will avenge Tiiiin 
And Chfn upon this Sigsslan an this field; 

To fight him is m}' part aniuttg the chiefs: 

A lion's heart and iniissive mace are mine/' 

He spurred forth to encounter raightj Rustam* 

But iLimed like flower of fenugreek on seeing 
The helm gf Rustam close, and thought: As well 
Plunge in the river Nile as fight against 
This furious Elephant 1 Thou saidfit: ^ The fight 
Will profit thee/ but others said ; *Not so/ 

Both courses arc not weU. To flee and save 
One's head is better than to have it trampled 
By showing prowess." 

Then bo fled toward 
The centre in the sight of all the troope. 

While like a tree upon a motintain-top 

Rose Rustani's standurd mid the host* He foUowod 

Gabdr like dust, earth rcddeneth air grew dark \ 

He speared and pierced the girdle of his foe^ 

Ront both the corslet and its claspsp then flung him 
Down as the leafage falleth from a bough 
Struck by a mighty blaat. Ho overthrew 
That dusky flag* and thou hadst aaid i "Gabiir— 

Ho of Gahiln—ne'er lived/' The fninians morkod 
That deed, to right and left the dust of battle 
Rose, they advanced tho drums and glorious standard. 
Illustrious GiidarK and TOs came on, 

Tho trumpets' blare halted Rustam's victory, 

" Send me a thousand noble eavaliers**' 

He badop and 1 will take yon elepbanta, 

That ivory thronOp the gold* torques* pearls, and crown 
From him of Chin and give them %o Inin, 

To the victorious monarch of the brave." 

A thousand warriors of Irin advanced 
In mail with ojc-hcad maces. Rustam cried, 

^OL. rif. 
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Tbut tliey might ginl them for revouge: " I swear 
By dur Shah's life and hoAiL the huh and moon, 
trim's boat, and the dust of SlyawiiBli, 

That if one Hoa before the princo of Chin 
lie shall cxperioace bonds, or pit and gibbet. 

And have a paper cap set on his head."' 

The troops knew Rustam's lion-appetiter 
Which lonpid to claw the hauncheii of the stag, 

And made toward the Kban^ men seared in btsart, 
Whose leader aimed at crowna. He led the chaige. 

Let fleet Rakliah have the reins, and spurted blood 
Up to the moon- The stars looked down upon 
That battkjiuld whenoe such a dust-oloud reao 
That none could see the ground* What with the 
shouts 

Of cavidiors and thud ef lances none 

Discerned 'twixt rein and slirmp; thou hndst said:— 

‘" The sun fe veiled, earth tortured ^neath the horses 
hoofs!" 

The air grew bLaok^ black as an Ethiopia face; 

They saw no w'ay for slain; helms, and aiuldles 

Filled all the Hold, and heads faro welled their btKliea. 
The horsemen's dust went down the wind, the earth 
Rang with the clash of steol, and many a chief 
Exposed his heaif for glory. Rustniu shouted, 

And thou hadst said: It is the raging sea 1" 

« These elephants, the bracofets, ivory throne, 

Crowns, diadems, and torques will in ^r^ln 
Be worthy Kai Khuamu, the world's young king. 

What business can ye liave with crown and pmp, 
Who, spite of all your might irnfl toQ and prowess, 

Will only sot the shaokles on your hands, 

And bring a twisted lasso round your loins ? 

Then will I send you to the king of earth: 

I will not spare Manshdr or yet the Khan 
Of Ch£n- I give you life and that is all; 
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Your orown^ Rod signet-rings are for another; 

Eltie with our horse-hoofs unless je jiald^ \\ 999 

VVill send dust moouwani from this battlefield'^ 
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The Khiin let loose his tongue, reviling Ilustatn. 

"" Thou msjsoreant/" he said, in sioul and body 1 
For quAirter for fntii, iLs Shiih and pooplei 
Thou must appeal to me. Thou SigdaUp 
And vilest of miinkind I wouldst seek to make 
A ootuuion soldier of the king of Chfn T* 

They sent a very grievous raSn of arrows 
As when the winds of autumn blast & tree; 

The atr wag clothed with eagles' plumes: no warrior 
E'en dieameLh of such stiifo! Gudaris, beholding 
That shower of steeh alnnncd for Rustain's safety, 
Said to Ruhham: "0 laggard 3 tarry not, 

But with two hundred horsemen ply the raInflH 
And with your hows of ChAch and poplar shafts 
Guanl in the battle peerless Rustam's back*** 

An<l then to Gi v: Lmid on the host and yield not 
Before our foes. To-day is not a time 
For peace and pageant, leisure or repose. 

Atlvance U>ward the right wing with the troops. 

And find out w-hens PMn is with Hdniaii, 

Mark how Itefore the Khikn the peerless Rustam 
Is dashing heaven to earth J Ne“er may the eyes 
Be bleat that curse him on tho day of l»ittle.” 

Ruhhiiiii raged like a leopfiril and rusbecl forth 
To fight at Rustam's hack, who said U> him. 

That Lion : " My Eakhsh^ I fear,, hath had enough ] 
When he h weary I will go afoot. 

All blood aqd sweaL This is a host like ants 
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And locusts I Fight ftgainRt the elephants 
And drivers. We will take them to KIiustuvu— 

A novel present from ShingAn nnd Chin. 

Then from his post he cried: " May Ahrinian 
Wed Turkistiin and Chfn 1 Ho! luckless ones, 
Resourooless, wretched, fed on grief, snd lost! 

Have yc ne’er heard of Rustam ? Of hath wisdom 
Fled from your brains ? He holclgth dr^on-mon 
Of no aceount, and chooselh olophants 
As opposites. Would ye still Gghl with me 
Whose only gifts are mace and scimitar I” 

He loosed his twisted lasso from iLs straps. 

Flung the raw coil upon his saddle-bow, 

And urged hia ohargcr on, A shout arose 
To split a dragon’s oar. Where'er ho east 
The noose he cleared the ground of mighty inen. 

Yet wished ho only to contend with Chin 
With lasso on hia arm and frowning brow. 

Now every time that Rustam in the dghl 
Unhorsed a chieftain with the coiling nooso. 

The loader T4s sent cloudward from the Reid 
The sound of trump and drum, while an Iranian 
Made fast the prUoner's hands, and took him off 
Toward the heights. Now when from elephant-back 
The KbAn saw earth rise like the Nile, and there. 
Astride a lofty Hill, an Elephant 
That grasped a lasso wade of lion’s hide. 

And brought down vultures from the murky clouds, 
While slats and moon looked on, ho ohoBO a chief, 
Loamed in the Iranian tongue, and said: ■' Approach 
Yon lion-man and sity: * Fight not so fiercely. 

These troops of Chin, of Shakn, Cbaghiin, ami Wahr 
Have in their hearts no interest in the feud. 

Nor have the kings of Chin and of Khatlun: 

Thou host no quarrel with these aliens. 

But with Afrosiyab, who koowelh not 
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Tho fifti Itom wal>orp but Imtb raiflod tho world. 

And by tUis war Urougbt on biiii&elF. 

Wo all of us bave grotid and long for fame, 

Vel p^iioo blit] bottoToih war.^' 

With fluent tODgno 

And guHofiil heart, the tuan drew noAr to Hus tain, 

And aaid: *' O cbiertaiiip lover of the fray J 
Since fight is over for tbeo novr seek feast. 

Thou surely harbour^ist not revenge at heart 
Fur what hatb paiised against the Khin of Chin [ 
Withdraw m ho withdrawetb, for tho strife 
Is ended now» When by thy baud Kjliiiiis 
Was slain, the heads of all our ehiefa were turned 
But Rustam answered thus: "Tho elophanls, 

The orown, and ivory throne must all be mino. 

Ye set j'OEir faces to lay waste Irin; 

WHiat need is there for talk and blandishments I 
He knoa'cth that his bast is m my handSi 
An<l that I check tho ardour of mine own. 

I sparo hb owm hood, but hts elephantSp 
Toitiuep omwn, and throne of ivory arc mine." 

The niesBcnger replied : '' 0 lord of Rakbsh i 
* Spare^ not upon the wasLe the uneaught gazelle! 

Tho plain is all men, elephants, and troopsi 

iVho hath crown, wealihp and grandeur like the Kbjin 1 

Who knowoth too the outcome of the day. 

And who will quit the hold with victory ? ” 

Wlien Riistam lieani he spiirre<l on llakhsh and 
cried 

*' L vanquish lions and apportion cm was. 

Am strong, and have a lasso on mine arm. 

Is this the day for jostp the time for couasol ? 

Whenas tho Klian of Chin shall seo my lasso, 

When that fierce Lion shiJl bofaold mijie armlet^ 

Ho will be taken and distaste e'en life." 

He flung the lasso coilod and took the heads 


V, icciJ 


\\ lOOJ 


f 


33a THE SHAhHAMA of P!RDAUSi 

Of cftv&liers, aeftrod that white ekpHent^ 

And then the Kham of Chin, graven desperate. 

Smote with the goad the oreiitiire's head flBcl, roaring 
Like thunder in the month of Farwardfn, 

Took and hurled forth at Hustam deft of hand 
A donhio-hcaded battle-d^art in hope 
To worst him and to take bis noble hewi; 

But Rustam* aoatliless, flung his lasso h%hp 
Dragged from his elephant the Khan of Chin 
N’oosed by the ueek* and dashed him to the ground^ 
Whore others bound bis handg and drove him on 
Toward the Shahd afoot without his crown^ 

Hia litter, throne, or elephant, and there 
They tnivde him over to the guards of Tiis; 

That chieftain aout the drum-mil to the sky. 

This tricky Hostelry is over so; 

Whiles it c^taiteth, whiles it layeth low. 

And thus it will be while the sky doth luove^ 
Whiles strife and poison, and whiles sweets and lore. 
Thou raisest one to heaven on high, and one 
Thou makest vile, afflicted, and fordone; 

From pit to moon, so dost Thou one el^te; 

From moon to pit, such is another's fate 1 
One hath a throne, one is to flshes hurled 
In wisdom not caprice, Lord of the world] 

Thou art the height and depth thereof^ I trow 
Not what Thou art Thyself. Thyself art Thou. 
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V, 1004 Then peerless Rust am seized his massive maeo, 
The great and small were all alike to him \ 
r The batUeticId was such that ant and gnat 

Had scarcely room to stir on plain and dale; 

h. 
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Blood ran in sipems from wounded and from skin 
Flung headlong down or headksa. When tbo foo's 
Bright fortuno loured 'twas uoaTlj night, there csino 
A blftHt with murk, light quitted sun and mooii, 

And then the foe, not knowing head from foot* 

Took to tho desert and the longsome road- 
Piniii behold that fight and fortune grown 
So gloomy to ilanahtir, Fartus, the Khiin^ 

And Turkman chiefs; saw standtmk down, the 
wounded 

Laid Yiloly m the dust, and thus he said 

To Na^^tfhan the warrior and Kid had 

■'We must lay by two-hoa4lcd dart and sword," 

Giv overthrew tho sable flag, tho foe 
Dispersing by the roEuls and pathless traetJS* 

He routed all the right wing, made the dales 
And plains like feathers of a fraiicolin. 

And flonghl upon the army's left and right 
To find Pfrin, but when they found him not 
Tho warriors returned to vengeful Run tarn. 

The war-steed« were disabled with the work; 

They all were wounded and fordone with fighL 
The troops wont to tlie mountain well content 
With Kustain and his escort at their head, 

Their bodies injured but their hearts rejoicing 
About the hatllop os k this world's use. 

The helms and mail were smirched with blood and 
dust, 

The horses' bards were riven, Hoads^ feet* swords, 

And stirrups wore begored, the lulls and dales 
Were hidden by tho alain, the troops bo inaakcd 
That none could know another till they bathed. 

They washed their bodice and forgot their pains 
Because thoir foes were bonud in heavy ebains- 
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Hov diuid^ Hi* Spoil 

“ Dis^rm,^ said Ktistttm to the Inininnii^ 

“ Ikfore tho AlI-conquerLiiff we need not ihaco^ 

Or belt or treaatirfli. Stoop ye all yoor hoade, 

To darksome dust, thou crown ihmii, for the chiefs 
Are roiniiahed not by one for whom our hearts 
Would HOT bo mourn Lug- When the tidings reached 
The Torld^s king be repeated thorn to me 
Forthwith : * The ehieft^tin Tiis hath gained the moun 
lainSp 

Dofeal42d by Piran and by Hiiindn [’ 

The ShAh'fi words robbed mo of my wit^p my brain 
SeothLfd for the fraj* while for GiiJarz, Uahriitn, 

And for Rfvniz my heart tunieil ebon-hlaok- 
1 sped forth from (rAu without delay 
Intent upon tbo lights but when I saw 
The Kbiin^ the men of name and warriors^ 

Especially Kamus, his Grace and stature, 

Such shoulders and such limbs, such bands and mace. 
Why then me thought: * My time is o'er 1^ For since 
1 girt me as a man 1 have not looked 
In my long life on better men or arms 
Assembled anywhere, I have invaded 
MAmndararip a land of dfvs, w^hcre uights 
Aro dark and maces massirCp yet my heart 
Forwent its eourage never and I said:— 

" I tender neither heart nor life.' Howbeit 
In this campaign my days were plunged in gloom, 

My heart—the lustre of tbo world—^waa darkened 1 
If now we faU in sorrrow in tbo dust 
Before all-holy God it will be well. 

For Ho hath given strength, success, and aid 
From Saturn and the sun. Long bo it so. 
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God grant tbiit fear uiay nearer fall on iiis I 
Lot men Loo bear the ShAh tho nows fortUwiib, 

Let him odom hlfi throne^ oat on kb head 
The royal cap, pve great gifts to tho j>oor^ 

And may their blessings be upon hb sonL 
Now put we o(f our mail and rest in peace. 

No doubt both grief and longing piisa away* 

And fate la counting up our every breatkp 
But still 'tb good to add up cups of wino» 

And not to aUre at yon unloving sky: 

Qiiatt^ wo LiU midnight then, and let our talk 
Bo of the mighty men, with thanks to God, 

The Conquoror, from whom ?iro manhoodi foriune, 

And prowess; we should not possess our hearts 
Too much in sorrow ami lalporiousnesa 
In this our Wayside Inn.” 

The nobles bleaaed him, 

And said: May crown aud signet lack thee never! 

All honour to the stock, the native worth* 

And mother that brought forth a son like thce+ 

A man of elepkauLine iiustain's strain 
Is mote exalted than tko turnmg sky. 

Thou knowest what thou hast Ewhieved through love 
For uj> Let heavon rejoice because thou Hvest. 

Wo were ^ gootl as slain*, our days were done, 

But now we live and light the world through thee.^ 

Then having bade to fetch the elephants^ v. loej 

Crown, ivory throne, and golden torques, he brought 
Forth royal wino and goblets^ and first gave:— 

*^The monarch of the world " and whon ho grew 
Blythe in bb eupa they parted glad and gay. 

When Luna rent the robe of night and set 
Its turquoise throne in heaven the scouts dbperaed 
About the plains imd hills, and when the ru&t 
Of nighth rest passed, w'han day's bright Fakhion 
showed* 4. 
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And oiiith grew jiiwid-lLke^ the druro-roU ifoae 
Before hiB tent, the clikfk iirrivod, And Rustam 
Said: " We have found no trAeea of Pmin 1 
Return we to the field md send our troops 
ill quest of him/* 

Rfzhan the linn-msui 
Advonuing came upon a w'orld of corpses. 

Of goods, and treasure; all the plain was strewn 
With wounded nieu flung down and bound; of othere 
Still living they saw nonOp Tents and onclosnres 
Filled all the cwth^ and tidings cauio to Rustam 
The foe hath lied the field,” 

Like lien wroth 

He raged about the Ininians* sloth and slackness. 

And said reYiliog thorn: Hath no one wisdom 
Paired withhia bmin 7 How when two mountninsthns 
Shut in our foes oould they cscapo In mttES 
From us ? Did not 1 say: ^ Send forward scouts, 

And make each gorge and dale like plain and 
iggs Ye thought of ease and reaL, the foe of toil 

And march* Slaek bodiovs bring forth oara and travaU, 
But he who ehoDseLh labour fruiteth treasure. 

How can r Say; ' 1 am at ease to-day ^ ? * 

1 tremble for Irsln.'^ ' 

Tiion leopard-like 

He r^ed at .Tus nnd said: “ Is this a bedroom ? 

Or battlefleld ? See tu HhiuiVa, Kulbiid, 

Piran, Rufn. and to Pulad thyself 

Henceforth with thine own host upon this pLijn : 

We are not of one province, thou and L 

If ye have streugth tight on your own account, 

For how should ye have mo, whou I have gained 

The victory and its results are spoiled f 

See from what company the seouta were drawn, 

^ ^ Et Ot c£^v^«nir ma pliidfr Imt «l tiivIliP i 

« arte de9 wufti *(SiluSllk 
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And who i& head mw. of ihc familyp 

Anti when thou tiodofit any of those acoute 

Let him be beaten on the feet and bands 

With Bticks, take what he baihi make fast hia foot. 

Sot him upon an olepbani and thus 

Dispatch hhn to the Shah for oxocutioti- 

The ivofy throneSp tho joweU, and dfautSp 

Brocade, crowns, treasure, oorenetSp and idl 

That they took from ns, seach for and bring hither. 

For there were many kings upon this plain; 

The most illuBtrioua of the world were here 
From Ch(a imd from Sakliib, from Hind and Wahr, 
And all possessed of realms and treastiries. 

First let us choose a present for the Shdhp 
And then my portion of the spoila and thine**" 

Ths and hLs warriors went and gathered all 
Tlie golden girdles and the amber crowns. 

The ivory thrones and the brocade of Riirii, 

The arrow's, the horse-armour, and the bows, 

The iron inacos and the Indian Bwords^ 

And raised a mountain *twi3£t the other two: 

The troops stood round and gazed. Then had 
arehorp 

A cavalier^ broad-chested p strongp and Tali ant* 

SSbot a four-feathered arrow o’er the heap, 

The carry had not reached from end to end) 

When Rustam saw the spoil ho stood amazedp 
And oft invoking the Creator said :— 

" Our changefiil lifetime giveth feast and fight 
By turns, transferring wealth from best to hestk 
It giveth now with eiirseSp then with blcssingi^ i 
One gathoretli wealLh for others to enjoy* 

Kjicmis was minded^ and the Hhiin as well. 

To bum inin. With these huge elephanls, 

These havings, troopSp and storesp their joy was all 
Id them and in their multitudes of men, 
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An^^ for a while God vsm aot in thoir thoughts, 
God who oi*eo,ted ho&von and o^rtb «nd time, 
Mueh manifest and muob mjsieriou^. 

Tboir host h notp fchoir goodly weaUh ia xiot^ 

Their aims and unjust doings are no more 1 
Now will I send thu SliAli those Ghosen ohiufs 
From every tealm on thoir huge elephnntSp 
Together with these golden thrones ^md crowns, 
And goods on lusty eamela I will fsend 
Such goods as are moat wortliy to be sent, 

V. laid And journoy hence inysdf with all disjiatcb 
To Gang, for heroes cannot hmok delay* 

To spare the guilty and the iiiiiTderera 
Is weakness; lot ns wash our hands In blood. 

I wnll allow the had no rest hut bring 
The heatls of these idolators to dost. 

And show to aU the way of Holy Gud ” 

Gihlarz replied i '*0 thou of goodly rede [ 

Mayst thou remain till place shall be no more.'" 

Then iiiatehless Rusutin s^iught a mesBcnger 
To bear the tirst news to the iuipcriouEi Shah, 

And chose out Faribiirz sen of Kaiia, 

Commended by his kinsliipj and thus said 
Faniefl chief, of royal racCi thyself a kmg„ 
Accomplbhed, understanding, nobly born. 

Both glad thyself imd making others glad E 
Taka up a task* Go, bear to our young Shah 
My letter, and convoy with thee the captives, 

The camob. and thb wealth—all that there ia— 
Torques, treasure, bracelota, orowna, and diadems, 
The mighty elephants and ivory thrones/' 

0 rapng Lien." Farfbttrz replied, 

" My loins are girded even now to ride/’ 
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Ilfttr wr^i a Letlwr Kai Khuflmu^ 

Then Buatam auiunioned nn ejcperionccrl Rcribe, 

Anti wrote a kingly letter in fit urm^ 

With ambergrifi for ink on painted atlk; 

The letter opened with the praise of God^ V. ion 

Who LB and who will be for evennore, 

Tlio Maker of the sun and moon and Saturn : 

Of Groce and erowti and might the Artiat He; 

Heaven, earth, and time are His; the aoul and wisdom 
Obey Him. May Ho bless the Shah, and may 
Tho age not have him in remem brande only* 

1 eame between two mountains as thou badest: 

The troop of three realms were assembled there. 

More thsin a hundred thousand in good sooth 
Opposed ns, men who drow the scimitar— 

Troop from KashiVn and Shakn^ from Ch(n and Hind— 

A host which stretched from the Indus uiito Cbi'n— 

While from Kasbmfr to the outskirts of Mount Shahd 
We saw but litters, tenlA, and elephants, 

I feared not for the empire ef the Shibs 
But Blow our foea; w'e fought for forty days; 

Thou wouidst have said: ^ The world is strait to them/ 

Thoy all were kings with treaflurea, crowns, and thrones^ 

Now 'twixt the mountains over dale and waste 
One Cannot pass along for blood and slain, 

And in good sooth for forty loegnes the soil 
Is turned to clay with blood- To tell the whole 
Were todioua. All the kings that I have hounil. 

Plucked with my lasso from their elephant St 
Uf I I have sent ihe Shah, wdih gifts and jewels 
King-worthy, but war on m}^lf; perchanco 
Gurwf may meet my aword. His head shall crowm 
Jly spar in wreak for otir Head—Siyawush- 
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Mny ovoTy tongue bo HUod with pTaiso of thoo, 

And turning hcAVon’s aamiwit bo thine earth.” 

Ho gave the lottor, when it hud been waledj 
In ehflige to Fnribiira, thot royal princo, 

With oaptivo kings and elophftntSj nnd sol 
The spoiSa upon throe tboiisimd camels' backs. 

So Farlburi! son of Kiihs wont forth 
Rojoicingr **tid made speed to reach Khusrau. 

Tlie elcphjvntlno horo« with tho chiofR 
And warriora of the army, saw him off 
With fond cmbracM when they said fsrowcll. 

While tears mined from the cyeiida of the prince. 
Then Rustam, when the dark night's tfossea slmwed. 
Departed on his way toward the heat. 

They sat with harp and wine and minetrelsj, 

This reveller with harp and that with pipe, 

Until they went their ways in full content, 

Each to his ri^t, 

Hued like a gold lifmir 
Sol burst the Veil of Lapis lazuli. 

Whereat tho olarion's blast rose from the court 
Before the chiefs pavilion. Mamhloss Rustam, 

All ready ‘girded, mounted his swift steed, 

And bade the soldiers take supplies with them. 
Tlicir way was hard—tho longeomo desert route. 
They marched to war, and umtohlesa BusUin sjiid 
To Tiis and Gi'v: “Ye gallant chiefs I this time 
Will 1 fight strenuously and press the foe, 

Wlm knoweth if this crafty man of Sind 
Will bring a host from Hind. SakUb, and Clifn f 
But I w*ill BO bemuse and daze hia wits. 

And make hisbotiy dual upon tho tomb 
Of StyAwush, that Hind, Shingan, Saklftb, 

And Chin shall bless him nevermore.” 

Ha btiiL 

The drums, tho dust ascending filled the air, 


V, 1013 


KAT KHUSRAU 339 

And eiittb was fnl] of men,^ whilo bliouLfl rose cloud worcl 
From those illustrious chioftainB keen for fight. 

They uiikrehed two stagos from tliu buttle field 
Because the ground was bkckeDed with the skin. 

The chtoflain sivw a wo^>d and oalLed a halt, 

Andj while hk soldiers darkened plain andstreAin, 
Indulged in song and wipe till some were fiUod 
With mirth and pleasure, and some ky boinnscd, 

While envoys czuiie from all the districts round, 

Fnjni all the chiefs luid men of nmne, to bring 
Him presents, arms, and xuapy an offering. 


S iS 

Haw Kai K^iwrmu Autfi^ ta HvM^aru* 

Heaven tiimertl, some days elapsodj and then one went 
And told the irilnian monarch j Faribur;;, 

Son of K^us, approacheth/' 

ShAh and chiefs 

Went out to welcome him w ith truhipets, tymbals, 

And uuiny troop®. When Farfburz drew ncar^ 

And caught sight of the SI kith, he kissed the ground. 
And offered many praise®, siiying thus:— 

“ 0 Shdb of goodly fortune \ may high heaven 
Be glad of heart through theo and may the w orld 
Thrive through th}' justice,*' then gave Rustam's let ten 
The king of king® perused it, marvolliDg 
At whnt the chief reported of that fight, 

Im^pectcd prkopers, camels, olophants, 

And wounded men, and, havipg ridden apartt 
Put oft‘hk royal cap. got off his steed, 

And, wallowing in the dust bofors his God, 

Exclaimed : “ () holy Bider of the world 1 
The opptassnr wrought on me oppressively, 

And made me futherksii—all grief and anguish; 

^ •*\a. icTM ^tiJt ^oavertfl dr mortr 
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But Tfeou didst free mo from my pnins and woes, 

And give mo crown and refilm* Both oarili and iimo 
Become my slaves, the world my treasury; 

1 offer thimks to Thee, not to tbo host. 

But grout me one thing—sporo mo Rustam a life. 

This done, ho pasaod bofope the elephants, 

And captivea whom he seat to join the wretched 
In ward, then hade to boar with all dispatch 
Tho booty to the treaBurar and make roady 
A plensant dwelling for tho Khan of Chin. 

Ho spent a day in writing his response, 

And set a now Tree m the garth of greatn^ess, 

Ha lirst praised God, the Author of bis trmmp > 

The Master of the sun and turning sky. 

From Whom are war, alliances, and love. 

Who hath BOt up the heaven and graced the earth 
With night and day. Who giveth unto this 
So dark a fortune, ami to that tho throne 
That he dcservetb. Grief and gladness come 
From Holy God— the Source of courage, swo. 

1015 And roverenoo.*' then said: *' 0 pali^in I 
Bo over pure in body, bright in soul. 

All that thou spakest of have reached the court— 
The prisoners, tho clcphanta, the crowns. 

Brocade of Chin, the thrones of ivory. 

Arabian steeds, and torques, and diadems, 

With caniols in great plenty, tapestries. 

And wearing-stuffs. and abowers of offering. 

'I’o grace our hooktides. feasts, and fwtivals. 

What man could wish to moot thoe m the hghi 
Uiiloss ho was already sick of life ? 

Now of thy loib among TiirAuian foee. 

By night anti day upon the held, 1 had 
Continual news, yet opened not luy Ups, 

But night and day before all-holy God 
Presented broken-hearlCLl my petitions. 
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Ho ihAt hAth RiiAtam forhig palac^m 

Jlay well coiitmuo youngs heavon hath no Boirimt Vp tcn6 

Like thoQi and may it tondf^r still tby rortnuo.*' 

The gracioufl letter bemg done, and sealed 
By Kai Khiisrau. he bade to bo prepared 
A robe of honour, beltfl, horse-fiimituro, 

A hundred crisp-looked slaves with golden gird lei, 

A hnndrod noble horses with gold trappingH, 

A hundred camcLs ledeo with brocade 
Of Chfiip a hundred more with tapestries, 

Two rings of ihiuing mbios and a crown 
Of state compact of geld and lustrous pearls. 

A suit of royal raiznont worked in gold, 

With aimletr torque, and golden belt, and presents— 

A treasure in themselves—for every chief. 

He Bonl to Faribur^ a blue steel swonh 
A mace, a golden crown, and golden bcoti, 

And bade him goto Ruatam and say thus: — 

“ We must not pause to rost or oat or Bleep 
In fighting wdth AfriisiyAb, Perchance 
Thy lasio yot may take that great king^a bead/** 

So far Farfburz resumed hii journeying* 

Such was the pleasure of the tr^pian king. 
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ZZbff A/riiiiydh htvl Tiding* 0 / ika 0/ Aiif Arm^ 


Thereafter tidings reached Afraaiyah;— 

A Fhunc hath issued from the river Shahd*' 

And in the penmns of KiiiiidSp Miictslnir* 

And of the Klirin, Tutan hath been overthrown. 

An army eatne forth from Irdn to war 

Such as loft heaven bcatco room to turn. The uondict 

Continued forty days—days dark aa night 

1 S« Motil, 


you in. 
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Beenuse the hoTnentton’B dust coneeatcd the snn. 

Out fortune slept, no cavalior of all 

Our countlesa host remained still florvioenble; 

V. 1017 Our mighty men atwl famous paladins 

Have all been bound in heavy bonds and flung 
Disgraced upon the backs of elephants 
Enoiroled by a hewt that reached for iiiilns. 

Tho Khun of Chfn too aad the mighty men 
By thousands have been curried to IrAn; 

There was no room upon tho buttlafiold 
To puss along, so many were tho slain E 
Pfnin, who hath with him a noble army. 

Hath marched toward Khutan, but none of Cbfn, 
KashAn, nr Hind is left who hath not read 
Tho inscription on the scumtar of liiwtam. 

Now fdl the marohea for two miles and more 
Are full of blood, the earth ht void of chiefs . 

And elephants, while an Ininian host, 

Led on by iiiftt ohl^SKss Ku^tafu^ Iwnt on 
Approtwjheth. If they meet ua in the light 
‘ Accoiml tho hills a« plains, the pto ou hills." 
Ileart-striokcn and astound, Afrisiyfih 
Called all his priests and nobles. " From Inin, 

He said, "'a host hath mot our chiefs in batik. 

Our mighty army w'ith its countless troops 
And implements of war hath boon oerthro^n, 
While I am prostrate, thou mightat say, with griof 
Both for Kiimus and for the Khun of Chfn. 

Now that BO many troops ore slain or maimed, 

Tho more part of the nobles bound in bonds. 

What shall wo do 1 What cure shull w« apply ? 
Wo may not treat tho matter with light hearts. 

If Rustam is the chief be will not leave 
A thorn or weed upon tlioso fields and folio, 

V. laiS He was a rced-Uko stripling when t marohed 
On Rai, yet took me from my saddle so 


KAl KHUSRAU 


^43 




That warriors wondered. Belt and button broke; 

I tumbled froin bis grasp betieath bis 
Such wfta the prowess that I saw in him I 
And [ hftTo hoard Toports of bia exploits. 

When ainglo-handcd with his mo^ire maee, 

Against the inightj of MAsandaran, 

As w'oll aa of the ha^oq wrought by hitn 
On OUT own cbiefa in tbia lust battlefiold+'' 

The nobles rose and said s "" Altboiigh the fwnoua 
Of Chfn and of Sakidb have fought Inin 
Our realm is seathlasEi and our host intaot. 

Why stimulate the foa by fearing Riist[iiii I 
We all must die, our loins are ^t not loosed, 

And BuslarUp if ho tramplo on our landp 
Shall pay the penaltyi for when we arm 
For vengeance no fninlan will sur%dTe." 

He heard, preferred those valiant with their tongues, 

And called to him his ehiefsp refrained from sleep^ 

Repose, and feast, unlocked his troasUTy 
And gave out jjay; his griofr inspitctl his soul. 

Earth was so full of troop that one might aay 
" The fitaiTy sky bath come down to tho fray,'" 

S 30 

Uvtp Utiftam fotfffhi vith Kdfitr 

This coil of ill grew clear as Fatiburz, V. 

Glad-hearted p wilh the monarch's robe of honour* 

And with tho crown with eartings,^ came to Rustam, * 
Whereat that elephiLUline hero joyed. 

The great men of the army met and pralsod 
The palsdin : Slay earth be prosperous 
Through Rustam, bo the Shith^s life glad* and may 
IrAn still flourish, field and fell, through him,'' 

* See Vo]. I. pL 37i|, Sd 4 Vol \t p, $ 4 . 

* TH« cfuwn of B 4 v pL 341. 
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ThtncG Rualftin Iwl tb* Btmy on its marcb, 

R«!icho(l Rapfbti awl spent twosennigbt* there, engaged 
In hunting oosger and quaHing wine, 

And in such pleasures floeled time a while. 

On inarching one stags thence he saw a city 
By Dame Bfdiid a hold inhabited 
By folk whose only food wna buiuan, flesh. 

The lovely there were ever perishing. 

Wliilo at the table of a king so loathly 
The tlfjsh of growing youths alone wels served. 

'rhoso slaves tlmt wore the goodliest, and were 
Unblemished in their faces and their fonns, 

V. lOM Supplied the provand for the monaroh's board? 

Suoh was bis food. The peerless Bnstam called 
Three thottaaoil cavaliers all clad in u>ail 
On barded steeds and sent them to that hold 
With Gofllaham and two more valhmt chiefs? 

Bfzhan the son of Gfv was one, Haji'r * 

The other—both redoutablfe in tigh t. 

The king's name was Kafiir ; h a held the city 
By patent. When ho heard that from Iran 
A host, led by a famed and warliko ohief. 

Approached, he armed as did his pard-like people, 

Who were skilled lasso .flingers, cavaliem, 

And Stones and Anvils in tho fray. KAfur 
Encountered Gnstaham ; the aniiie* closed ; 

'Twas such a fight aa when a lion chaTgeth 

Upon a deer? full many friinians 

Wore alftiighlored and keen figlitere turned their heads. 
Wlien Gnstaham saw this, and that the^world 
Was in that curst div's hand, he bade his troops 
To shower slmfts—tho horseman’s ambuscade. 

KAftir said to his chiefs: *' ?*o ntrow-head , 

Will dent an anvil. Ply sword, mace, and lasso. 

And take yon leaders' heads within the noose. 

I Ij. ■* Uajiirt.** * BeadlSff wUb F. 
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Awhilo they fought so that the strewn Hashed tire, 
And many of the Iruniwis were sltdn; 

A sky of bide liimod oV theuiK Gustalmm 
Sftid to Biish an in haate i Hide hence. Tell Eustam 
■ Pause net, but como with tea score cavaliers/" 

Bf^shitn the son of Gfv went ofThke wind, 

And told the matter to the matchless one, 

Whose stirrups felt his weight as with his men 
He rodcp w^ho heeded neither hill nor dale. 

He reached the field of battle, as it were 
A torrent rushing from the gloomy hdla, 

And shouted to Kiifurt "" Unskilful knave 1 
Now will I bring thy lighting to an end.'^ 

Kafur came riishmg with a furious ebargo 
Against the royal and fruit-bearing Tree, 

And burled his sword^ as though it were an arrow. 

To strike the Uon-taking chiefs but Rustam 
Receivcfl it on his shield and took no harm. 

KAfiir next flung his lasso o'er the son 

Of Zal, who ducked his hood. Then Rustam raised 

His war-cry like an angry elephant, 

Whereat Kafdr stood stiU in blank iuua^e. 

And Rustam smote his head-pieeo with the mace, 
Which smaslied together helmet, head, and neck: 

His bndns ran down Ids nostrllSi and Kaffir 
The warrior fell. Then RuataiUi slaughtering still 
AVithout distinction aa to great or small. 

Charged at the eoBtle-gato, hut those within 
Made fast the portal, poured down showers of arrows. 
And called to him : " 0 man of strength and aense. 
Thou Elephant arrayed in leopard's hide I 
What did thy father itaino thee at thy birth ? 

*The Iftsso-fiinger,* or ' The sky of light' ? 

Alas for all thy toil against this city f _ 

Its name la " War stead * with the knowing one^^ 

VVhoa Tur the son of Farfdun hMi loft 
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ir^^n called man akllle^l in ovory 

And by tboir aid be^an h> build walk 

Of Etanos and timbei*, brick and reedSj thus built tboni 

By tdiJ and ^tnerj, expend] ug toil 

And drainiag iraAtiury, and gallant men 

Have striven iiincti to ^qiid up dual ihorefroTrLp 

Eut none bath mjiaiered tbem or profited- 

Hero are munitioDg anti abundant tood. 

With sabterranean wiiye to bring in niora 
Though thou may St toil for years thou wilt get naught 
But strifop for oalapults roach not those watlSp 
Fenced by Tiir's magio and the breath of prieats.’' 

Now KuEtam when ho heard grew full of thoughtp 
Hia battle-loving heart was like a thicket, 

Such figbtmg liked him notp bo brought up troops 
From every side, bore was Gudarsi, there Tus 
With trumpets, dniuis, and elephants behind; 

The army from Ziibul was on tho third side, 

Malleisd an[l armed with falchions of Kabul. 

The vetorma Rustam took his bow in handi 
And all the fortress stood asteund at him 
As he picked off the head of every one 
Who showed himself above the battlements: 

The shaft-points whispered secrets to those brAins— 

An intercourse that made no harmony. 

In order to dislodgo the g&rrison 
He undermined the walls, propped them with prjsta 
V. aciaj timeared with black naphtha aud^ when half way lound^ 
Set them on Eire- He brought TuFs ramparls down; 
Tho troops advanced on ail sides. Eustam butle:— 

On to the assault; ply bow aud poplar shaft.'' 

The bmve defenders threw away their lives 
With one accord to save their treosyred wealth. 

Their chddren and their country and ihoir kin; 

For better for them hod they ne'er boon bom ] 

The tnmii&n warriors advancud on foot. 
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And took thoir bows and arrows, atid tkair Eibields, 
Advanaed supported by the javdin-mePK 
And led on by Bv?-han and Gustohamt 
Tbe raging of the dro tmd shower of shafts 
Loft lio resouriie but fligbl, tmd those that passed 
The castle-wallH Hod iveeping o*or t bo plidu. 

Then the licsiogers barretl the oastlc-gate 
And ml tliemaelvoB io pUloging and slaughter. 

What multitudes they slow-1 How iuftay old 
And yeuiig they carried oaptivo from the city t 
Much silver, gold, and other precious things^ 

With beasts and sLives—both boys and girls—the 
InLnians 

Bore oJT with thenip and iiiarchod bock to the camp. 

Thii luatchiesit Rustam, having bathed and prayed, 

Said to the Imnians: God most have in store 
Still better things than these; give praise to Him 
For victoTy and l>enelits vouchsafei^^ 

With one uotuient the great men laid their faces 
Upon the ground and ottered thanks to God^ 

Then lauded Rustam: Thine inferior " 

They soidp “ might sit contented with his fame; 

Thou with ihino elephantine form^ thy pluck, 

And lion^s claws hast never light enough 3 

The peerless Rustam said : ‘ This strength And Grace 
gifts from God; yo also have your shares. 

And none can blame the Maker of the world- 
He bade Gfv, with ten thousand buckbr-nmn. 

On banled stce^ to haste and stay tho Turkmans 
From massing on tbo marches of KhutaiL 
When night revealed its dusky cnrls^ and when 
The moon's back bent with trouble, Giv departed 
With those brave cavaliers and spent three days 
In raiding, then, what time the sun displayed 
Its crown and inounied on its ivory throne^ 

Returned with many noble warriors captive, 
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With mikiiy f&ir-ckciiik^d Wob of Tar^^x, 

With nobk horsos, a^£^ all kiudj of arms. 

Then Kiistam sent a porLion to the ShiLh, 

And gave the rest booty to the host, 

Gutiar^, Tiis. OiV and GListahamp Uiihham, 

Shfdiish the valiant and Givb son Ubhan 
Thereafter rose and lauded him anew. 

Thus spake Gudar^i; Exulted onel thy love 
Is needful to the workL We may not open 
Our Hp3 by night or day honceforw'ard save 
To praip$e thee. Li ve glad and bright-soukd for evor^ 
Still old in wisdom and still young in fortuno. 

God gave thee purity of race; like thoe 
No one hath e^or been bom of aiainlesa moLhofp 
May ^iro suoceed to sire and son to son. 

This native ^vortb ne'er faiL Thou noodest naiightp 
Art favoured by the stars, and chief of nobles- 
V. Thy refuge be the Master of the world, 

Be earth and time thy partisans. Whoev^ir 
Hath travelled o'er earth's surface and beheld 
The world and peace and battle and revenge, 

Hath nowhere seen a better host than thisp 
Nor ever heard from time-worn archtmages 
Of such kings, olephanta, and ivory throne^p 
Such luen and stoeda, such treasure and such crowns, 
And yet the stars saw it disoomhted ' 

We pondered but saw^ none to work our cure 
Till, as we cried out in the UragoD''s breathp 
Thy Ikuv delivered ii.s, Crown of Inin, 

The Stay of chioftjuns, and pre-eminent. 

Art thou. Wo arc thy lieges* Ged reward theep 
And over keep the smiles upon thy face. 

Repay we cannot, we eon only prmse/' 

Then peerless Rustauj lauded them: ** May earth/' 
Said he, “ be peopled always with the brave. 

The nobles of fnin are my support— 
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My bright heart witneRseth to what I My— 

My cheek is freahenod by your gwdly faces, 

My spirit is made nuliant by year love/' 

He added: We will tarry here three days, 

Rejoicing and ilhimining the world, 

But march to battle with Afnlsiysb 
Upon the fourth and set tho streams alire,’^ 

In full assent arose the oempany, V. 1026 

And called for wine aatl harp and miastreby. 


S 21 

Afrdni/dtt hafi TCdint/f 0/ the Qming of IliutHm 

Afrasiyiib had tidings: '' tinstam comoth 
To battle swiftly"—nows that wrung bis heart 
While all his silken raiment turned te thorns. 

ETc said : Who can assay to combat Bustam ? 
Troops are enough, but where is a commander? 

What man can go and challengo him to battle. 

For havoc clingoth to his glittering awerd 
The host said: "^Shnn not fight with him so much. 
For thou art one that in the dust of strife 
Canst send the wave of carnage to the moon. 

There is no stint of IreasurCp arms, and men; 

Why let the quest of battle grieve thy heart t 
Be not concerned because thou hast to tight 
This caTftlicr; look at our gallant troopi * 

Grant him all iron and brave; he is but onc^ 

Enough of him. Prepare the remedy 
With thine own anny* and bring dovnv his head 
From cloud to dust; that done, wc need sot fear 
Shah or (raik Then Kai KbusraiL his throne, 

The country of Iriin and bough on tree 
Will cMsa to nourish. Mark this noblo boat, 

These youths war-worthy. We for land and child, 
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V. 1037 For wife iiJid kiDdr^d^ will g'lTe up our livos 
Before we yield our oountrj to tbe foOp^' 

Now wbon Afraaiy^ib bud heard those words 
Ho put thiit imcletiE^ battb from his thoughbi** 

Both for bis faihorUod fiad his own sake 
Ho took A fresh resolve and umdo reply — 

'* I will bring foriii the implenionta of war 
Sineo mattors pre£3^ ponnit not Kai Khpsrau 
To rest upon his throne, gluid and r^s^Joielng 
In fortune, but by long contention bring 
The head of Rustani of Zabnl to dust. 

I will not spare toy grandson or bis troops. 

But lay thifi ciuarrel with the aciniilaj " 

He gave commandment to array the host, 

And march forth to new wars. The nobles blessed bim, 
And oalled tbe chiefs to vengeance. There was one^ 

A man of liondieart by nanie Farghar, 

Quick to discern the cage and shun the Hprtnge. 

The king, wbo had observed and everywhere 
Approved his feat of arms, put atrangere forth, 

And said to him i O noble man! now seek 
* The ininian host and spy on warlike Rustam* 

Observe hia horsemen's numbers aud e^uipmctiLp 
And w^ho of ours is acting as their guide, 

Mark their war-elephants, their warriors. 

And all about their host both good and badJ* 

Farghar departed to his work spy 
[ Upon the ininLaos, while the ambitious kingi 

I Absorbed in care, denied himself to Bt^aIlgeI«^ 

L loiS And summoned hi^ son i^hida for consult, 
r '*0 thou,*' he R(iid, *' who art endowed with wisdom 1 

^ When will thy troops bo hero to share thy cares f 

^ Know that yon countlefis army, which hath come 

j With oil those cavalieni to fight with ns, 

J * Tht hattlo In which hv tHUl eu&auutejrwl UuftUiia. Sw p- 141* 

I Mtilil itataihim ^' ouhik Icm imelEnni^ 
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Ib led by KuBLani of the Itoo-lioart p 
Whose Bcimitar ooaTeTtoth dugt to day. 

Kiimiis, Miiudiiir^ the Kbim of CHn, Gahbhp 
The glorious Fiirtila, Kiiudurp Shangul— 

The king of Hind—on afiuutiioot thiLt stretched 
Down to the river Indus froui Kiwlinur— 

Arc slain or captive through the victory 
Of lion-taking Huslam. Forty days, 

With lulls at whiles, they fought hut Eustam triumphedt 
Dragged with his lasso froiu their elephants 
Our warriors and bound them. Cavaliers 
And nobles from all cliineSp the mighty leaders. 

The arms and ivory throne, Bteeds, crowns, and csmela 
Dispatched ho to frun, and by that token 
[s now invading us with bis proud cbie& 

And famous mom I shall not leave my throne. 

Or much wealth here with fortune bo inconstant. 

But send my treasures^ crowns, boltSp golden torquesj 
And bucklers to the banks of the Almils l 
This is no time for joyancCi hiirp^ and song. 

I dread deft-handed liuslam, wh<J is safe 
R'on in the gullet of a crocodile; 

He is not human on the day of battle. 

Ho writhetb not when hit nor crietb out 

For pain, he fcarctli not spearp sword, and arrow. 

Or maces raiiiing from this ancient aky! 

* Ho is of brass imd iron/ thou wouldsi say, 

' And not of man's race but an Ahriman! * 

So mighty are his arms on days of fight 

That eartb^s back wearietb with the weight ihercofE 

Ho wearctfa chain-mail, breiifit-plate, tiger-skin, v * loag 

And helm; ho roareth like a thunder^oud 1 

Hugo elephants sustain not his attack. 

Or ships upon the azure sea^ hm weapons! 

The Idountam under him is awifir as wind, 

1 Sur Iw Hot* ilH 
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And, thou wonldat say, * bogotten by tli# sky/ 

^wiTt m gas^allo and lerrible m lion 
It gocth g^dkntly at bright \md livcr. 

And would. I daro atfirnij faro liko a ship 
If put upon its mottle. Oft have I 
Contended with its rider, but his broast-plata 
Is made of leopard-skin, wbioh foilod my weapon 
Though I tried ax and arrow mriny a tinie; 

Hut now by way of proof I will to wjir 
Once more to see if fortune favoureLli us, 

And se if God adbrdeth us Hia aid. 

And if high heaven ravolveth as we w^ould, 

We will not leave fifm or Shah: perchanea 
It may be mine to terminate this feud, 

While should the might of Rqstam^s band prevail 
I will betake me o'er ijie sea of Chin 
Betimes and lea ve these marches of Tdrau 
To him " 

Then Shfdn answered: ** Prudent king ’ 

Live happily while crow n and throne endura 
Thou bast Grace, wisdom* lofty mien, high birth, 

And fortune, heart, and luanbood, thou dost need 
No monitor, yet heed this turn of fate; 

Men like Pmin, Hum sin, and Farshfdw'iLrd, 

KnlbAd and Nswtihan have had tlieir arinonr 
Destroyed, and their hearts shattered, in the tight: 
Thou wouldst have said: ^Their grief hath broken 
them/ 

Launch not thy vessel while these war-winds Idew, 
Since thou art ware that this great host hath come. 
Thou art the warrior-king eKperienced 
And tried m wsu-; now by thy Hfe and head. 

By sun and Dioon, by throne and cap, 1 sweat 
This luatteT of KAmiis and of the Khin 
Hath tilled my heart with pain, loy head with venge¬ 
ance. 
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OuF lend tho boBt to G&iig, 

Not conteidplating battle but to call 
An army up from Chfn and from MAebfn, 

Anti after tli&t o’erihrow tbe ontimy " 

When he had apoken be willitirew to nst, 

HaKte in bis head and vongeanco in his heart* 

Tho dark night oped hs melancholy eyes, 

The moon had grown rmind-aliouhlcred with dLstrcEs. 

And all the world reacoibled sable tnusk 

What time Faighiir came from the inininn hoRt. 

Ho reached the presence of Afnisiyub 
By night—the time for quiet and repose— 

And thus reported : ' From this lofty court 
1 went to Rustam, binder of the Dlv. 

I Raw a camp-oncloauia green and vast 
With cavaliers roseinbling ravening wolves. 

A standard stood erect charged with a dragon ; 

Thou wouldst have said : ' It is olive 1 ’ There stood 
Within tho tent a huge, fierce Elephant, 

\Vhose girded watsl was like a tiger's loins. 

Before him was a steed, a piebald bay l 
Tliou wonldest say: ' It never taketh rest.' 

The bridle hung down from the saddle-bow, 

A coiled bjde-lasso from the saddle-straps. 

The ohiefs were such as Tiis, Giidarz, and Giv, 

And Farfburz, Gurgfn, and brave Shfdush. 

Guraza is the scout with Gustaham 
Accompanied by Giv and by Blzhan.’* 

The king grievefl at the tidings of Farghir. 

Then came one to Afnlsiyilb to say j ■ 

*■ PfrAn the chieftain hath arrived like dust 
With great men and with warriors of the fight. 

The king told what Farghar had said and asked 
" Who is a match for Rustam in tbe fray ?” 

Pfnin said; What resource have we in war 
Except the quest of glory on the field i 
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So let us struggle foi- mt fftthorland, 

Our children, and our kkiH" 

AfnUijHb 

Thereat grew instant to engage juid bade 
Pmln uiELTcb forth 'gainst battle-Ioviog Rustam, 
They left the presence and went forth to war 
Upon tho plain, shouts rose, the tymbals sounded, 
The traps' dust turned the world to ebony* 

So mighty wa^ tho host that ttcu hadet said 
The whole world will be hidden by the dustl^* 

The tytuhal-plnyers sent their din on high 
As elephant on elephant filed by. 

S 2- 

A/rditi^h^f io J^Uddimml 

Afrasiyab set forward from his palace, 

And hasted bent on vengeance to the waete* 

Ho gave all needful orders to Pmmp 

And then withdrawing cleared hia lent of strangeri?. 

They mt a acrihe before him. Write,” said he, 

A letter unto PutiLdwand and make 
The matter known. First praise Alhholy God, 

Who stablifiheth and overtbroweth us^— 

Tho Lord of Saturn and tho luming sky* 

The Lord of VenuH and the shimiag mm* 
lojt Gwe praise nost to that binder of the sirong — 

Tlie fortunate chieftaiu Piihldwand, declare 
What wc have siiftbred from thb famous fighter^ 

And^these renowood and all-accomplished chiefs, 
From Ttis, Gtidar^s, and other warriora 
Then tell him all about my grand son^s case— 

1 ho master of fnin, the mighty Shiih— 

Whom erst 1 cherished like dear life itself 

That no ill blast might reach him. Then proceed — 

'Now, If high heaven taketh side with ns. 
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Let Piihklwand come hitlieTn troops 

Brought from the inarches of tiJaklab and Chin 
Have been o'erthrown and writhe, much field rnid fell 
Beep harried by the warriors of fniu- 
Their host is like a movmg hill, their chiefs 
Are such as Rustaiu who is in command, 

Gtidarj! the warrior and Giv and Tils: 

They rsise the diu of tymbals to the clouda. 

When RusUkiij, who alone hath veietl onr laiid^ 

Shall have been slain by thee no host will come 
Against it. Be thciu onr dcliveter. 

If by thy hand his term shall reach its end 
The face of earth will surely bo at rest. 

Then from my populous kingdom will 1 take 
But one half of my treasures as my share; 

The other half, and half my crown, are thino, 

Since both the tight and toil arc thine to-day,''' 

They sealed the letter with the royal seal. 

And Shida, as the moon arose m Cancer, 

Girt up himself in prei^Dcc of his father 
To go grief-kden on the embassage. 

Ho came to Piihkdwand as swift as tire 
Through apprehenaiou of calamity, 

SaUited him, deUveriug the letter 

And tolling Rustam^a deeds. Now Puliidwaud, 

A king whose aspirations reached high heavetiK 
Lived ip the mountain-parts of Chfn and had 
No poor in all the land. He lacked nat troops 
And men of war; ho was a Crocodile j 
His troops were p&rds. He csJled his goTomors 
And priests, and hold discourse with them at large, 
Told what the letter said and^ being a prince 
Both youthful and imperiouSt Oonmianded 
To hear the drums and enmp*enolo8uro forth 
Upon tho plain. Ho gathertd troop and dfva. 

The batLle-cry went up. He led the way^ 
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Equipped witb fihidrl, with quiver, md ^dth Insso, 
And followetl by his slandfird. He de^si^ended 
The mountAinfl, crossed the water, and drew near 
AfriiHiyYib* At whose gate tymltalK sounded. 

And all went forth to welcome PuHdwand 
The veteran monateh first embraced the chief, 

Then spake much of the past, told whence arose 
The Turkmans" trouble and the remedy. 

While going to the palace they considered 
IOJ4 New slTLVtagem s, Afrabiyab d tscussed 
The waiting and the forward policies, 

Told of the strifo and outcry that had come 
Upon him through the death of Siyjiwushp 
Told of the Rhiin^ Manahur, and brave Kumus, 
Recalling what hod parsed, and said: " My paiii 
Is all tbrough one who wearetb looparfl-skin. 

Mine arms arc impotent an him and on 
'rhat hide, that helmet, and that shield of Chin. 
Plains host thou trodden and a longsome road: 

Now fashion US a remedy for this." 

Tho mind of Fu lad wand grew full of thought 
How this knot should be loosed. Ho made reply t— 
Wo must not hurry in so great a war* 

This is tho self-same Rustam that laid waste 
And took Mazanderdn with his huge mace. 

Who rent tho White Div's side, iho liverstoad 
Of Bid, and of Puhid son of GhundL 
I have not prowess to contend with hiui. 

Or power enough to frustrate his attack; 

Still let my body and my soul await 
Thy will, may wisdom ever be ihy guide. 

Do thou inoite the host against his ho$t, 

Our numbers may bewilder him, and I 
Will plan a stratagectip for othorwbo 
We havo not strength to break his breast and neck."' 
Afrasiydb grow blytbe of mind and brought 
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Bright wine ftud harp Riid Jyre, When Puladwand 
Was in hisa cups he roared out to the kingi— 

'* Oark to Jemshid, ^ahhiik, and Farfdiiii 
Hade I their prevand, eluiiiber, and repose! 

The Brahman hath been frighted at my Toice, 

And this my noble host, and I will how 
To piecea with my trenchant sword amain 
This ZAbulf upon the battlo-plain!" 

S 33 

How /tmffki With Oh OTitt fV* 

^Vs soon ik£ Sol displ&yed its akLaing flagp v. 1035 

And night's dt^cp Tiolet sUk grew salHower-bued, 

Di-iitus mounded from tlie portnl of the king. 

Tho troops' shouts reschod the olotids. imd Piilndwand 
Of lusty form witli lusso on his Arm 
Led on the treops^ 

When both the hosts were r^iked 
The air turned violet-dim. the earth was darkened* 

Then matohless Rustam donned his tiger-akin^ 

And, motmted on his hugOj horce Elopliant.^ 

Raged and asHailed the right wing of the foe, 

Qer thro wing tuELoj a Turkman warrior* 

This Puladwand descried md, having loosed 
His twisted lasao from the aaddlo-strnps. 

Encountered Tua like some mad elephant. 

With lasso on his arm and nifiico in hand; 

He seized Tiis by the girdlct easily 
IKsmoimted biiin and dashed him to the ground, 

Oiv* when he looked upon the light and saw 
Tho head of Tds son of Naudar o'erthrowm. 

Urged oa Shabillz, devoting soul and body 
To fight, and mailed, armed with an o£-liead macoj 
Strove like tt savage lion wiLh the div. 
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Who fiuug hifl litsso round his focmao's hwtk 
Buhhi'ktn wjis with fif^han; th^y both observed 
The maoo, the prowess, and doxterity 
Of PiilMwand, and went to bind hU hfuids 
With liisfios^ but that wary warriuf 
Urged E>n his steed and misod his battle-cry. 

Those two bravo wArriora of noble birth, 

Those haughty Lions casting such long shadows, 
He flung to earth, and trampled on in swm. 

In sight of all the horsemen on the plain, 

. lojfr And Teaehmg Kswa's standard clave the stall' 
Asunder with his sword. The inVoions wailed. 

No warrior stood his ground upon the field 
When FariburK, Giidarsf, and the other chiefs 
Beheld the traces of that worrior-div 
They said to Rusta^in, that avooging one :— 

There is not left upon this batth^ficld 
A single man of name still in the saddle. 

Or homman of the warriora of this host. 

Whom Puludwand hath brought not to the groniid 
With arrow or with lasso, tnaoe or sword I 
Tho field of battle is a field of woe. 

And 'tis for Rustam to deltver ns,'" 

Anon arose a cry of pain and grief 
From lioth the wings and centre; then Oi^darz, 
The [Ufm of eld, supposing that Bi^hon, 

The lion-taking chieftain, and Ruhh&m, 

His oRspring both, hod perished in the fight, 

Cried in his anguish to the righteous Judge:— 

I hod so many sous ai:>d grandsons onco 
That 1 extolled my head alcove the sun. 

But they are Hlain beroro me hi the wars, 

So greatly have my day and fortune changed 1 
Slain in their youth while I live on hoar-header! 1" 
Ho doffed his casque, he laid his giid.le by^ 

And then l>egan to wail right bitterly. 
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§ H 

JZcw Rtuiam fintffht with Piltd^twafid 

Now Eastam when ho hoard was soroly grio^ed. 

He shook as 'twore a LK>ugh upon a tree. 

And drawing aear to Pd]Sdwand, und sccdng 

His mountain-height grio%^ed for those gallaot four m? 

Like onagers contending with a lion. 

Saw one host sorely stricken and the other 
Unbroken, and he thought: '"Our day hath darkened, 

Onr nobles' heads are daz«d I Good sooLh I the strife 
Hath turned agninst us and onr fortune sleopeth i 
Thon ^pping with his legs he urged on Rakhsh, 

And raging challenged PulAdwand to Hght, 

Exclaiming; " 0 thou ili-eo-nditioned dfv I 
Thou sbalt behold a change of fortune now/" 

The voice of Kustani renchE^d those warriors. 

And he, perceiving them disu^ounted, said :— 

" Q Thou Almighty Ruler of the world 1 
Thou art atK»vo the unBeon and the seen. 

Far rather would 1 lose mine eyes in battle 
Than look upon this miserablo day, 

AVhereon such cries have risen from fnin* 

Such from Huitiin, Pfrdn, and yon hcrcc div| 

Giv and Ruhhiim and Tiis are all unhorsed. 

And e'en Bfzhon who used to mock at lions! 

The chaigeiH of the great aro pierced with arrows, 

The riders fight afoot os beat they nmy/* 

Then cloaing with the div ho threw Lia lasso, 

But Piiliidwandp brave borsonisn though he was, 

Ducked in alarm, he hod hud fight enough; 

But when the cast had failed and ho was safe 
He said to Rustam: “ 0 thou gallant one. 

Thou veteran Lion and illustriouB. 

Who scorest mighty elephants! ere long 
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Thou shalt behold the billowft of the deep. 

V* jojS Consider now the fire of mine ettdckj 

Mj coumge, might, and enterprise. 

Thou sholt behold no traces of thy Shdh^ 

His nobles, or his mighty men henceforth. 

Or of thy land, unless in dream, for 1 
Will give thino army to Afrdaiyab.” 

** How mueh more shirking, blustering, and gnilel" 
Said Kustain. Let no warrior play the shrew 
Or he wQl giro his head up to tho winds 
iVssuredly^ Though lUdu l»e Itrave and proud 
Thou art not Sdm nor yet stifl-neckcd Garshasp.^" 

Then Fdlddwond recalled a saw of old 
They who unjustly seek to cause n light 
Return with livers pierced and faces white; 

It' friend or foe liarm thee 'tis well thou still 
Do thy devoir aliko to good and ilL'" 

Ho thought: ^^This is that Rustam who o'orcamo 
By night with his huge mace Mdxftiidaran," 

And then he said: 0 man approvetl in war I 

Why stand we here so long to no result 1 
Two mighty Elephants, two warlike Lions, 

Wore they \ they wheeled, tho dust rose from the waste, 
And elephanttno Rustam with bis niac^ 

Struck his foe^s head: all present heard the cnish. 

Such darkness filled the eyes of Puliidwaud 
That he related his hold upon his bridle, 

And, swerving to tho right band in his pain, 

Eielmmcd : " An ill day this I" 

Now metcliless Rustam— 
Looked for the brains of PilUrlwimd to pour 
From both his ears but, since bo kept his sest^ 

Invoked the Maker of the world and said :— 

“ O Thou exalted over for tuners wheel, 

The Lord, the AlLsecing, and tho Nonrisher 1 
If 1 am fighting in on unjust cause 
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My spirit dot&tli not upon tbU worldj, 

But if the wrong u with Afnisiyub \\ 

Deprive me not of strength skill in arms. 

It h not meot that thou shouldst Ionise my soul 
From bonclago by the hand of PiiUdwarid, 

For if 1 ata to perish by his prowess 
No wfurior will romain throughout Inin, 

No husbanjdinaa and no urtlficor. 

No dust^ no country, and no field or foU/' 

He said to Puliidwand: What harm bast thou 
Got from the whirliug mace ? Thy hands rekac 
Thy sablo roins. Down, dfv J and beg thy life/" 

Ho said: "" Thy mace hath harniocl lae not” 

They oloaod, 

And PiUadwanfJ otnployed his sword ofstoel 
With many a feint and many an artifice. 

But failed to pierce through Ruslam's tiger-skin, 

Which filled the Uv^er of the div wdth bloods 
That fierce one raged at fate because his sword 
Availoil not on hia foeinan; he was iroubled 
At Rustftni*fl neck and shoulders, and again 
Spake to hhii: Doff this tiger's l<qjacy, 

This armour, with ihaf sable belin of thinOr 
And put on others, 1 will do the like, 

And come with speed,'’ 

But Rustam said : '* Not so. 

That is no channel for a warrior's streaiiu 
I will not ohange my gear, do thou keep thine." 

Then both tho warriors wheelod till PikHdwand. 

Whoiic inassivo maco foil hut without effeot v. 1040 

On Rustam's tiger-skin and coat of stool, 

Said i *■ Wrestling k tho tost *twiit man and mam 
Take we each other by tho leathern bolt^ 

That wo may know which one the will of fate 
Dkmisaeth worsted from tho hatllofield." 

Then Rustam said » '' O ill-conditioned dfv I 
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TLou not staDd ji wjLirioT’B bloif, but like 
A fox employest craft. Wbat profit m it 
To ha^e thj head ensnared f Hast wilo or ^poll 
In wreatling that will free that neck of thine 
From mino enciroling armsf “ 

Tlioy made a ]>act 

That none should inteTfere from eltbei' Bide, 

Then, lighting from their chargers, both the foes 
Took time wherein to breathe theni and repoie. 


§ 

Th^ Wrf^ilinff a/ Rit*fam and PiiMtFtmnd 

These two exalted warriors bent on fight 
Prepared themselves to wrestle, mid agreed :— 

“ Xo one on either side shall intervene." 

The space between the hosts was half a league. 

The stars surveyed that fight as Pdkidwand 
And matchless Rustam—those grim Lions—closecL 
Who felt each othorp then each warrior 
Seized his opponent by the leathern l»clt. 

, lEi^i When Shfda looked on Eustam^a chest and neck 
He drew a deep, cold sigh and tliug bespake 
Hia sire Afrikiysib: ** This mighty man. 

Whom thou calVat Rustam, binder of tbe Div. 

Will by his strength and prowess lay the head 
Of out brave worrior-djT upon tbo duat. 

And thou wilt see oar soldiers take to fiigbtp 
So strive not vainly with Lhc turning sky." 

The sire replied : " My brarn is fraught with care 
On that account, go and obserro the prowess 
Of PulMwand in wrestling. Speak to him 
In Turkman and advise him. Ho may get 
The elephantine Rustam off his feet. 

Tell Fdl^wond: * When thou host got him down 
Let thine appeal be to the scimitar/“ 



KAf KHU^RAU 


363 


But S^hida &iud: This is tiot what the king 
Agreed to in tho presence of the host. 

If thou STt rash and breakoBt covonaut 
Tby warfaire will not issue m suceess. 

Befoul not this door stream^ oho be that ioTetb 
Fault-hnding will ilisoever cause for blame.'’ 

AMstyub began to diide^ becoming 
In his fierce wrath distrustful of his son^ 

And said to him : If PhUtdwand the div 
Shall bo o'erthrown by this ontagonist 
Xonc wiU romom idire upon the field i 
Thou hast a yaliant tongue, no prowess el&D.” 

He plied his reins and cafiio forth lion-like 
Upon the ground p oijserved the strife and shouts 
Like thunder, then bo said to Ffd^dwand :— 

^ If thou, exailod Lion [ gett'^st him down 
In wrestling rip him open with thy dagger; 

We need not baaating but ucconiplishinont" 

Gfv markecl tbe king's words and CRgcmefian 
Then urging on his charger came in haste, v* 1043 

Because the enemy had broken trothp 
And said to Riuuui ! '' 0 thou warri or I 
What orders givost thou thy servants ? Speak I 
* Obsorvo Afnisiyfib, his eagerness, 

And wild words t He hath come forth to inflams 
The heart of thine antagonist and prompt him 
To use bis dagger in a wrestling-bout S'* 

But Rustam said: " A man of war am 1 ^ 

And, when engaged in wrestEng, bide my time. 

What do ye fear I Why are your hearts thus 
rent 1 

E'en now will 1 bring down from heaven above 
The head and neck of Pdhidwand to dust; 

But if I have not strength of band therefor 
What need thus wantonly to break my heart f 
Although this witless warlock doth transgress 
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Tho coTOQ&tit of Gofl^ why should yo fear 
Tho breach ? He poureth dust on hfe own head/' 
Then, like a lion, niaching out he clutched 
The ohesl and neck of that ^eree Crocodile, 

And, straining hard, uprooted Puladwand, 

As though ho wore a plane-tree, from bis place, 
Raiaed him aloft, dashed him upon the ground^ 

And uttoned praisea to Almighty God. 

A shout rose from the army of Iran; 

The drummers marched out with the kettle¬ 
drums ; 

The blast of clarioa, the clang of gong 
And Indian bell ascondwl to the clouds* 

Xow Rustam thus imagined: "PiiMdwand 
Hath not a sound joint in his body loft, 

His bones are broken and his ehooks beGoiiio 
Tho colour of the bloom of fenugreek/* 

V* 1043 So flung his leg across the gallant Eakhsh, 

And loft tho Dragon's body as it lay; 

But, when the lion-clutching hero reached 
His army, Piilidwand glanced arrow-like, 

And flad with all speed to Afrasiydb 
With full heart and with tears upon his faeo^ 

When Hustam saw that Pd lad wand still livedo 
And troops wore everywhere upon the plain, 

H!s heart grow straitened, ho kd on the boit» 

Called unto him the veteran Gddarz, 

And ordered: Let them send a shower of arrows, 
jVnd make tho air as 'twera a cloud in spring/' 

Bizhim wsii on one wing, Giv on the other 
With veteran Ruhhim and brave Gurgfn. 

Thou wonldet have said; They have enkindled fire. 
And with their falchions set the world ablaise 1'^ 

Then Piilddwand said to hb troops : ” With throne. 
Renown, and treasure lost, why throw away 
Our lives or think at all of further utrife ?" 
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And, with his very life-eord snA[>ped in twain 
By Rvtatam, marched hia army f^m the plain. 


I ^ 

Htat Afrditjf^b /ImI frota RnM^m 

PfraQ apake thus unto Afrifiijab:— 

The surface of the world is like a sea I 
Did not I say: * We eannot tarry here 
Secure from Rustam of the deadly hand ?' 

By raurdcrin^f the youth belovofl by him 
Thou hast transfixed our hearts with arrow-points. 
How wilt thou fare ? None of thine own reiuaiaethp 
And Piiladwand the dfv hath marched away. 

The horsemoii of Inin on barded chargers 
Exceed in sooth a hundred thonsaDd men ; 

The lioD-catebing Rustam is their leader. 

And air k full of arrowSp oarih of hlooch 

From sea and plain, from mountain and from waste, 

Our warriors asi^mbled; when men failed 

We tried the divs. Great wore the strife and shouts. 

But now, since Rustam came, no place is left 

For thee; the only pnident course is flight 

Since thou art here the treasure of the earth 

Thou shouldat withdraw to further Chin. Leave here 

Thy troops thus ranged for hattlc and betake thee, 

Thou and thy kindred, seaward*"' 

The king saw 

Thai fight was hopeless, took the advice, and fled. 
They left hk flag hut he himself departed. 

And went in haste toward Machin and Chin. 

The armies esme together face to face, 

'fhe earth grew like a darksome cloud, anon 
The peerless Rustam shouted to his host 
” Take not your bows and arrows or your spears. 
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But battle with the raaoie and scimitar^ 

And show a pmwiiaa w'orthy of your standing. 

Is it the time for pards to shun the fray 
\\T3ea they perceive the quarry in the lair?" 

The soldiers left their spears upon the metmt. 

And, Kboutingp made the dales and plains of fight 
Impassable with corpses. Half the living 
Asked quarter, and the others fled poll-mell; 

Inhere was no shepherd and the Hook was scattered; 
The plain was filletl with handlesSp necklet trunks- 
Then Rustain spake iind said: '' Enough are slain. 
These chiuigeu lire the lot of alL at whiles 
l^roduciug bane^ at whiles the antidote. 

Put oflf your arme and do more good heneeforth. 

V, I04S WTiy set your hearts upon this Wayi>ide Inn, 

Which now is joyrul and then sortowfulp 
Which new aasaileth us like Ahriman, 

^Viid then is like a bride all scent and colour I 
Choose calm, nntroublecl lives, for who can say 
Tliai cursing is a better thing than blessing ?" 

He chose gokh ailverp raiment yet unwomp 
Youths, borsosp swords, and casques to send ibc Shali^ 
Took for himself crowns, musk, and ambecgrkj^ 

And lavished on the troops the rcsiduo. 

He fain had found the monaroh of Tutdrip 
Path and no path they sought him everywhere- 
Folk guTC no trace of him by land or sea; 

No tidings reached them of AfnisiyAk 
The frunians set themselves to desolate 
His banqnct-houses and his palaces. 

And Rustam fired his settlements beside ; 

That confiagrallon bhized up far and wide- 
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HitrP iittttam ivfurn^l to fhe of the Bhdh 


ttefore they left T^lnin they loaded up 
CrownSp thrones, and precious armour; they had oaptuMtl 
So many eamels and auob herds of horses 
That none could tnuruiur at the hck of lieftsts. 

There ro®e a ahouiirig and a blari! of trumpcU^ 

They brought tho wuuel-bcUs and brazen gongs, 

Aiui entered on their mareh towanl (run, 

A host ibufl decked with colour and perfume. 

As soon an aewa of Ruataia reaobed the Shah 
A shout catdo from the city aud the courts 
And cloudward Irom trail rose tytabal-dia 
Proclaiming that tho lord of mace and mail 
Had oouie. Ono couiinon joy was id the world 
Among all classes and degrees of men. 

The Shall fl heart grow like Paradise above, 

He offered piuises to Almighty God, 

Bade bring tho elephants, and journeyed forth. 

The world was decked according to the custom, 

Wincj haqjp and niiDstrelsy wore iu request, 

Tho nocte of all the elephants that went 
Were drenched with saffron, mUist^ and wine. The 
drivers 

Wore coronets upon their heads, and earrings 
Depended from their ears. Men poured down saffron 
And drachms, and sifted aaibergria on musk. 

When matchless Rustam saw the exalted crown. 

While all around was eehoiug applause. 

He lighted from his steed and did obeisance- 
Khusrau inquired about the tedious march. 

Embracing Rustam long and heartily, 

Andp calling many a bteaaing down on him. 

Bade him remount and, as they fared togotber 
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Hand within hand, said thus: “ Why hast thou etaycd 
Sq long- and burnt us threagh our bve of thee ? ” 

Apart from thee/’ thus Rustam made reply, 

have not enjoyed a moiuent's pleasure.” 

V. tD47 They reached at length the palace of the Shih. 

The fm-famcd ootirt; there on the golden throne 
Sat Kai Khusrau with noble Rustam, Tds, 

Giv, Fariburz, Gfddarz, Farhad, Guigfn, 

And brave Ruhbjlra, The Shih spake of the war, 

The field, and dghtmg of the Turkman host. 

Giidaxz replied; ■’ 0 sire! the tale ts ] 

Our first needs are the flagon, wine, and rest. 

And afterward thou mayest tjuestion us.” 

They spread the tables and the Shah said smiling 
" Good sooth I thou hast bean faiui.shcd by the tuareh." ‘ 
He sot wine on the board, called minstrelsy, 

And then inquired of all that had oeourred. 

About AfrAsiyab and Piiliidwand, 

The twisted lasso and the wpoBtling^bout, 

About the Khin, Kiimiis, and Ashkabfis, 

And that vast army adth its elephants 

And dnima Giidar;! addressed him thus: “ O Shah I 

No mother will bring forth a cavalier 

Like Rustam, Though a dfv or lion cometh ‘ 

Or dragon, none eeoapeth hU long dutch. 

A thousand btcaamgs bo upon the king, 

Above oil ou this famous paladin.” 

The words bo pleased Khusrau that thou bn/tct 
said 

'■ He raised his head to Saturn." Ho rejoined 
" World-conquering paladin, alert upd shrewd 1 
The man with wisdom for his monitor 
Is oiroumspect in time’s vicissitudes. 

Be evil's eye far from this paladin, 

And may his life be one long festival." 

’ “ [1 pusH qua la nn to i’* " (MobI). 
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They spent a week with wine in hand. The chjwn, 
The throne, and ooinpany rejoiced in Rustam, 

While aonie to melody of pipe and strings 
Sang in heroic strains bis eombatings. 


S 23 

//eiff ieefii t*atk ife Sifidn 

The peerless Bustam tarried with the Sbah 
One month in rerolry^ At length he said:— 

" 0 full of virtnes, wearer of tho crown f 
The monarch of tho world is wise and good^ 

But yet I long to see the face of Zal/' 

The groat SbAh then unlf>akod his treasury-door, 
And of the preeieus things there stored away 
Suoh gifts aE jewels, crowns, and finger-rings^ 
Brocade and raiment from BarbEur, and slaTos, 

With earrings and with crowns, a hundred steeds 
And camels^ saddled or for porterage. 

With golden trays of aloes and of musk, 

Two golden slippers^ a mace to match 
Inlaid with jewels that a king might wear, 

Gifts that beoamo a man of such renown, 

The Shilb sent matchless Rustam, and went out 
Two stages with him on the journey honae; 

And Rustam w'hen tho king was wearying 
Of that tong road gat down and homaged bim^ 

Bade him farowell, then left liAn behind. 

And h^istened onward to Z 4 bulist 4 n. 

The world became obedient to the Shah, 

And settled in accordance to his will. 

This tale too have f ended and Tis long— 

This battle with Kiimus—and from my song 
No Jot hath fatlon. Hiwl but one word boon 
Left out it would have caused my soul chagrin. 






THE SHAhnAm^ of FIkDAUSi 


tjo 

I joyed o'oF Pillwand who added not 
His steel cboiiis to the ehsms that we hiive got.^ 
Now' hear the battle with Akwin aed know 
How famous Rustaui fared i^aiust that foe. 


FlLMdiTKlM]/'' m ilii c^d^e oue lEltfr^ wqold mpaii^ ft iicql 
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THE STORY OF THE FltUlT OF RtfSTAM 
WITH THE lltV AK-WiST 


ARGCTMENT 

ThB p«t hair apoloniwa fer iutroduonK ttoiy int® 
SWhn<im..bm pWmU th«l li™ ™ ft 
tola tnm th««? Ccmpl«i.t» am brought to Km 
mvagm made «in®nB tha h«rd» by * oortoin whieb tba 

LHemaWm to t tba dir AkwAn. 

Ro*tom to too wmtto, who ii, bowaror, totoo mt » 
by tho dir, mA ealy mVM hi* ltf« by bu 
fill, in with AfnSiriy,lb and hi. 

handaA Aftonmrd bo kj'Mn entountora Akwilti, alay. bim, 

F«tum» hom-fl in triampK 


note 

Tbi. rtniy >■ ft ratoition on tho thomo “^tto deril la ^ ai^ 
Firdau.! probably iotroducod it into tHo Sbihimma to «P'"“ 
tho «foron«. in T. Afrf-iydh ^ 

tho dir AkwAn - to oomr tho onlranm of tho pit m wh.cb Bi 
ia impriionoA Riwtfttn, when bo comw to dobror Bltoan, » 
roprewntod m lifting too atouo aingb-bojidcd nnd dm^rng « 

^“in’&Latriw. tbwlogy Gtoinad ww aup^ ^ 'TCf™ 
by Imperaonatlon. of hU own divtoo qnaLtaoa, wlio 
J too Ainwhaapotitaii, “tbo iimoortol J^naa i7 

•to in numbor, and among thorn wa- cmn nam^ Yohn 
Good Thousht, Oorm.poT.ding to tome on Ah™* 

•ix imporionation. of M. ftvfl qimlitw., ono of wbiob wim Akom 
Mauau, i.a B«1 Thought, Thmr good and Im^mDuation. 
worn oppomd to c»o anothar ii> p.i»- ^ l^au. for 
wa. aZ^niawl by Akam Maoau. It h aa boon wg gmtod Vy 

' Smpp. J 09,345 
aji 
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Prqfesibar N>>Mek^ that Akv^ii Ls a fukulco of or of kLt 

autlkoritiBi ffir Aldjnidh, ami that the Akwiia ii really nont 
other thmi Akem Biamiu in dLHgubeJ BimtlarLy Amihma (iatva 
(dlejp tha domoti of wtuth, nppenra to l»« tho AsmodoiLi of tho 
Book of Tobit. 
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7 ^ Preltids 

T. 1045 Be adoration thy duty, sage J 

To God the Lord of soul and wisdnui raised. 

Yet let this quest ton thy bright mmd engp^:— 
Can any praise Him as llo should be praised ? 
All knowledge that we ha^o is feobleneas^ 

For such poor weaklings who can teara repress? 
Philosopher! in vein thou biddest m© 

In many words to make thy path luino own. 

The best word witnessath God’s unity, 

Albeitp said or not God is One. 

What things soever pass before thine eyes 
Accord to this coaviction of thy mind. 

Walk then the beaten track if thou uit wise 
Or else discussion will no limit find. 

Bora, soul and botly^ in a singlo bre^ath 
Of mighty moment is thyself to theOj 
Yet be re thou hast but brief reprieve from deaths 
And in another home thy rest will b& 

Think first of the Creator then and base 
Thy worship on the thought well understood 
That He who koopeth turning heaven in place 
Is Ho that Is thy Guide to every good. 

The world is full of wonders to thy vieWp 
And none hath means to judge them here below: 
Thy soul is wonderful, thy body too, 

So let thy first task be thyself to know^ 

And neit the sky which lurneth over ihce 

^ NIN* lO| Hoit, 
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in ftll iU daily niulAbility. 

Thq matic mmstnors tak of days of old 
Thou majesl Dot bo willing to "reooive. 

For iiion of wisdom who sknll hoar it told^ 

And weigh itleaniedly, will disbelieve j 
Yet, if thou wilt the innor moanin|f sean. 

Thou will accept it and from earpiiig ocase^ 

So hear the story of the anolent man v. 1050 

Though it may be his woids will fail to please* 


§ 3 

lloic Khlfwmu -^frtrrfn 

Thus stuth tho stoiynng miafitrol: Kai Khusran 
One mom adorned his Kfjse-bcd like ihe spring. 

Such ohieftams as Gddarz, Tits, Guslahain, 

Barzfn son of Garshnsp, sprung from Jauifibi’d* 

With Giv iuid with Ruhham the veteran^ 

Giirgi'n and sago Kharrud sat with tho Shah, 

And drained the goblet to tho king of kings 
Right merrily. One hour of day had passed 
When there arrived a herdsman from tho plains 
Who came before Kt^usrau, first kissed the ground. 
And then addressed that Shiih of glorious race;— 

” An onager hath oome amongst tho herds. 

And seomoth like a d(v escaped from bond ! 

Thou wouldeat say: ■ It is a savago lion !' 

Ho breaketh our steeds necks; ho is in colour 
As 'twere the sun itself^ thou wouldeat say 
* The sky hath washed him in a bath of gold." 

Drawn from his nock and reaohing to his tail 
There m a lino as black as musk. If thou 
Wculdst judge by his round haunches and his feet 
Thou wouldest say j * Ho is a noble steed.’ 

KhusraUp owaro that 'twas no onager^ 

VOL. 10. s 



174 


THE SHAH^'A!^fA OP FIRUAUSi 


I 

For onagers surpeksa not &toode in Btrongth^ > 

And having heard that peoplo near the stream, 

AVhoro tbiB man used to Ltim the herds to graze, 

Mado muoh com plaint about Akwiln the dfr. 

Said to the hind: " This is no onager, 

And I have knowledge of it Go thy way'" 

Ho then oddres^Cil tho chiefa: Yo pidadins, 
iDfr With Gmeo and state! we need one lion-fioroo 
Among yourselves to go on this empriBo/' 

Ho Bcannod the warriors but found none to please 
him, 

For onEy Husiiani son of ZtU eould help 
In siieh a cause, and so Khusrau proparoil 
A letter couched in just and loving torins. 

And gave it to Gui^^'in non of Ulilud. 

Tn whom ho said: ” Ifear to Lho son of Ziil I 

My letter^ go like smoko both night and day, ' 

And slumber not within ZabulistHm ^ 

Greet HuBtam intich and lovingly from me, 

Say to him; * Live while heavon itself shall ImC I 

And add when he hath roiul tho letter through; 
' My Grace is all from thee, aspiring chief 1 
Show us thy face, ariso^ and come. When thou 
Hivst road tho loiter stay not in ZiibulJ 
Gurgin departed like a ruabing wind. 

Or onager in terror for its life, 

And gavo tho letter whon he reached the ehieftaint 
Who heard, obeyed, and went to court in state, 

Thom klssod the gmtmd before the throne and blessed ^ 

The iinporiol forUiues^ Baying thus: ‘^O Hhnh I 
Thou caliodst me, and here am 1 girt up "t 

To do thy will Be might and goodness thine." 

Khuaran, on seeing Etuatain^ welcomed him, ^ 

Gave him a seat upon the royal throne. 

And afterward spake thus: "O paladin! 

Mayst thou live ever glad and bright of gouL 
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This day is blessM since 1 lonk on ihoe: 

My fortuncB all depend on thy sbrowd mind. 

A work is toward, O elephantine one! V. lo^j 

Fof which f smnmoned thoe of all the mighty^ 

So that, if tlioQ distaste not my eommandi 
Thou mayost gird thee to win emwn and treasure. 

A hind hath said : * An onager hath eomo 
Among the herds*'“ 

The Shah told o'er the tale. 

And added; * Now^ 0 matohlees ono^ make ready * 

And nndortaka this ftirLher enterprise. 

Go, and in deeding with it have a care, 

For it may bo maliaions Ahriinam" 

Through thy good fortune " Hnstani made reply; 

Now whether it be lion, di\\ or dragon. 

The servant of thy throne is not afraid; 

It aiiall aot ^seape my scitnitar'a sharp hlade/^ 


S 3 

litutiam in QueM of ihe Die 

He went forth Uko a lion to the chase^ 

A lasso on bis arm and under him 
A Dragon^ wont to where that hind waji tending 
His cattle and that div was roaming loose.^ 

Three days ho searched the ohampaign raid the stoods, 
And on the fourth perceived a Xliing carooring, 

And rushing by him like the north wind's blast. 

It was a glossy beast of golden hue, 

But with fell mischief 'neaih its hide* Then Rustam 
Spurred fleet-foot Kakhsh but thought os bo drew 
near 

" I need not ca-st but noose it with my lasso; 

There is no call to spoil it with the sword ; 

I will coDTey it liTing to tho Shah^ 

^ UifvUsff w|ib 
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So Rufltfun filing hifi myal laaso forth, 

Intent to take the cmaLiire by tbo howh 
Tho lusty onager perceived the noom, 

V, isiij And vanished iustmtly. Then Bustaiu knew:— 
“ This ia no onager; I must proceed 
By craft not foroe. It is Akwiln hiiosolf^ 

And I must smite him with a whifT of eteel. 

Tbe sages told mo that this is his haunt, 

But hid appcanince as an onager 
Is strange I The scimitar must now avail 
To make blood overflow that yellow gold/' 

Just then the oqager appeared again j 
Again the chieftain urged his swiFt careorj^ 
Strung up his bow and from his wind-Hke steed 
Let fly an arrow like A^sargashasp, 

But oven as he drew his royal bow 
The oiii^er was gone the second ttme. 

Then Rustam rode about the open plain 
A day and night in went of snstenancei 
Anti nodding in the saddle, till he found 
A fountain like rose-water. Lighting there 
He watered Rakhsb and sank to sleep fordone. 
But first iingirthed his steed, took off tho saddle 
To use its poplar puinrool as Lis pillow, 

And spread beside tho spring his saddle-cloth 
For sleep while Rakhsh to pasturage sped forth- 


§4 

How the Dip Mux^nm into the Sta 

When from afar Akwan saw Kustam sleeping 
He came as swift as wind, delved round about 
The place where Rualaiu lay^ and raised it skyward. 
When Rustam woke from sleep he woke to sorrow^ 
And hifl wise head was filled with conatematiom 
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He thought: ** So foul dfv hath laid for me 
A saaro like thh 1 Woo for my sbreogth aud eonrage. 
My neok^ and blows with mace and scimitar 1 
This matter will iiiBko dtsolate the worlds 
Achieving ail Afnisiyah^a deatre, 

While Tiifl, Giidars^, KhusraUr the throne and erown^ 
The elephants and druiita, will be no more. 

Through tno the world will aufTer, since Akwiln 
Hath spoiled my marketing. Who will take vengeance 
On this curst dfv t No one will mabeh him iiow." 

Then said Akwan to Hustam in his plight:— 

** NcWp elophantino chieflain I take thy choice 
To fall upon the mountojiins or the waves; 

So whither shalJ 1 ilLng thee far from men 
Tho elephantine hero communcfl thus:— 

" In every case naught betteroth artjEee. 

Ho will do ooutrary to what I say; 

He will not recognise an oath or keep 
A pact. If 1 say, * Throw mo in the see/ 

Then will this ovil-nalnrcd Ahriman 
Fling me upon the inoantaitLSH dash me there 
To pieces, and destroy mo. I must use 
Some scheme to make him fling mo into wator,*^ 

Then aatcl: A sage of Ghin hath spoken well:— 

^ Whoe'er is drowneil his soul will never see 
Sunlah in Paradise, his lot will be 
To tarty in his place in misery. 

And not to End a welcome eo the sky.* 

Let me not therefore fall upon the ocean 
*To make the fishes’ maws my winding-sheetp 
But drop me on the mouuiiuns that the lions 
And tigers may behold a brave man's hands.* 

Afcwan at this roared like ihe sea, anil answered:— 

*' Now will 1 fling thee to the place wherein 
Thou wilt be lost for ever to both worlds.” 

And, acting contrary to Knstam's words. 
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Dropped him upon tho scst Hu-stum foil 
He drew h\s a word, fUid when tbo crocodiles 
Approached they turned aside froun dghting hiui. 
Kc struck out with hU feet and hU loft h&iid 
While with his right he fought his way along^ 

Not resting for a momeut fmm his toils, 

But fwting as a warrior iu alL 

If valour could aroTt tbo fatal day 

Time had not taken Bustaui*& staoce away» 

But know that elrcUug timo is over thus—- 
At whiles al! sweet, at whiles all venouious. 

Ho struggled bravely, reached tbo shore, beheld 
The desert;, and gavo prakes to the Maker, 

Who had doliverod thus His slave from ill 
He rested, took his armour off, and laid 
Hk tiger-skin cuirass beside the stream. 

Whenas his lasso and his armour dried 
That savage Lion donned his coat of mail, 

And went b^ick to the stream where ho Imd slept 
When that malignant dfv had raged at him; 

But glo^y Rakhsh was nowhere in the mead, 

And Riist4im, wroth nnd raging at his luck* * 
Went plodding doggedly with reins and saddle 
In Rakhsh's track tiU in his quest he came 
Upon a meadow-land of streams and shews 
Well stocked with francolina and cooing doves. 
The herdsman of AfrA^iydb who kept 
The steeds lay fast asleep within n coppicoK 
While Riikhsh wns praucing madly like a dfv 
Among the herd and neighing^ Itu!>Lani cast 
His royal lasso^ caught Rakhsh by the heo^l, 

Then rubbed the dust away and saddled him, 
With thanks, to God^ the Giver of all good, 

Put on the bridle, mounted, took in hand 
Hk trenchant scimitar, and drove the herd 
Therewith, siiU calling on the name of God* 
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The h(?rdsniMip at tha tumult, raised hm head, 

Still h&lf asleep, and called the borsciucii with him 
To mount upon their Icftj-crcfitcd atecds. 

They took each manliiE lasso and his bow 
To learn what foe dared coirio upon the pasturOp 
And to approach so many cavaliers. 

Tlie&o want together hotly m pursuit 
To strip the warlike Iiion of his hidu. 

But Kustaiu, when ho saw them rushing on, 

Drew quickly from his waist bb vengeful sword. 
Roared like a liouj and prooiaijiied! My name 
Is Rustam son of Zal the sou of 
Ha slow' the more part with his seicnitarp 
Which when the herdsman suvr ho showed his backp 
And Uetl away with Rustam fotlowingp 
His bow upon his anti slung by Lis string. 


§ 5 


Ifow j\ffdnj/nb to imtl 


It happened strangely that AfrasiyAb 

Had sped forth like a blast to view his steeds, 

And brought with him w^incp harps, and warriors 

To tnerrymako upon the watered plain 

Whore ovory year the herdsman loosed the herds. 

The monarch on arriving saw them not. 

Then suddenly rose olamoor^ horse on horse 

Fossedp and AfriUijab saw far away 

The dust of Rakhshp and other nohk cbaigers. 

The uncient herdsman nishwd up franlicly 
In evil plight and wenmled by im arrow. 

Then in amazairient told Afrasiyab; — 

Though single’handod, Rustam hath home off 
Our horse-herds, killed no- fe w of uSp and gone I" 
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Tho TuirkiufliLs clamoured: “ He h all alone, 

And wo muat :ina, for this is past a jesL 
Hivve wo become so wrctobiMi, weak, and frml 
That one can shod our blood f The very bortlo 
Will shame thereat! We oimnot let it paife9+” 

Tho monarch with four elcphanus and troops 
Went in pursuit of Ru&uin who, when they 
Had OTortakcn him, took from hia arm 
His bow and charged against them furioualy. 

Ho rained upon thorn, as tho clouds rain hail, 

Shafts from his bow and strokes from his steel swords 
He dropped his orrows and bb sciniitar, 

Wbem sixty gallant ehiofa Jicid been overthrown, 

105S And taking up his mace slew forty more. 

Afr^iynb in dudgeon sbowod his back 
While Rustam took the four white elephanlsL 
The warriors of Tiirtln were in despair, 

For Bustam eatno behind tbem with hia mace. 

And likg a cloud in springr for two leagues onward 
Rained blows Uko liaiJ and beat in helms and casqueis^ 
He turned back, driving off the elephants 
And herds, and took the baggage-train withal, 

Yot when he went back to the spring aL leisure 
Hik valiant heart was ready still for fight 1 
The dfv Akwitn again encountered himn 
And said; " Art thou not surfeit^^l with strife f 
Thou hast escaped the ocean and the claws 
Of creeodiles, and come back to the waste 
To battle. Now shalt thou behold thy fate. 

For never shalt thou seek to fight henceforLh.” 

The peerless Rustam, hearing what the div 
Said, roared out like a lion of the fray, 

Released his twisted lasso from its straps, 

Flung it, and caught tho div about the waist ; 

Then Rusluzzi, tuming in his saddle, raised 
His mace as "twere the hammer of a smith. 
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And smotfi ih.^ df? lik« some mad elephant 
Upon bifl h^nd and sniiusUed it, bniins and neck; 

Tim hero lighted, drew hh blue sword 
And cut the diV’s head then olTorcd up 
Thanksgivings to Almighty God through Whom 
Ho had achieved the victory that day. 

Know thou that every one that m the thrall 
Of ill. and offoreth not to God his praise, 

Anri whosoever doth tronsgrees the ways 
Of manhood, is a dfv^ not man at all. 

The wisdom that rejectetli what I tell 
May miss the goodly inner sense as well: 

Xf then a paiodin ho full of might— 

A man of lusty limbs and lofty height— 

Ijot him, and not Akwfin, thy hero be, 

And let thy tonguo toll tales of ohivolry* 

Wlmt stvyest thou, O man exceeding oldp 
Exporieiiced much in this world's heat and cold? 

Who knowoth what vici^itiides will hero 
Betido ua often in timeh long careerp 
Time which by virtue of its length alone 
Will bear aw ay aU that we call our own I 
Who knowoth what yon turning vault's decree 
Aosignoth him of war or revelry T 


§6 

ffoijf Jttufam tten/ latl to tAg Land 0/ /rdn 

When Rustam had cut of! the vile dfv's head 
He mounted on his elephantine atoedd 
Collected all the herds in front of hlm^ 

\Vith oil the baggage that the Turkmami left, 

And went off with the elephants and goode^ 
lllustratiDg the world. \Vlied to the Shah 
Caine tidings : Rustam hath returned in triumph ! 
He girt himself to noose that onager, 


V. 105^ 
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But he hath Lnk(?ti div adcI alophmit^ 

The Glepbant by laml, the ctooodile 
By Bsa: the lions, diva, and warfbr^ 

That oountoT him eacape not imm hia sward T" 
Khnsrau prepared to go and welcome Rusta^n; 

The warriors put thoir easqnea upon their heads, 

And took the standard of the king of kings 
With clarions, belb, and mighty elephants. 

When Bust am saw the exalted monarch’s dag 
Advancing on the way to WDlcome him 
He lightctl froiii hb stood and kissed the ground 
Midst shoutmg troope and din of trump and drum, 

V, ]h:^ The chieftains of the army went afoot * 

To him; the king of kings urged on hb steed. 

That chief of chiefs, tho crown-bestowing prbeo. 

Bade Rustam mount, and thus they readied the pedace 
With open hearu and mutual good-wilL 
Then Rustam portioned to tlie jriinians 
The horse-herds, keeping Rakhsh as hb own mountp 
And sent tho elephants to join the Shah’s, 

Since Lions do not fate with elephants. 

For one week there was feasting in the hidl, 

Wine, harp, and minstrelsy wore in requeatp 
WliLle RuBtam o'er the wine discoursed at huge, 

And told the Shah the storj of Akwiin 
I noFor saw so fine an onager, 

Such neck and limbs, and such magnideenee I 
But when my soimhar had cleft his hide 
No friend or ice had pitied him* His head 
W aa like an elophontX his hair was long. 

His mouth was full of ttisks like some wild boar's^ 

His eyes were whlte> hb lips were black, his form 
Was ill to SCO* No camel is so large 
And strong. The waste bccamo ii sea wUb bbed. 
Which spiirtod, when I had beheaded him, • 

Up to the welkin and came down like rain I" 
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Then Kfvi Khusrnu atnazed put by his cup, 

And gave trod thpuks for stich a pnladiu^ 

Since none had soea such wondcra— ibnl n tjimx 
Such as was Euauini should axist at aLI 
In all his manlincfis and tuieu and etiuufe. 

Ho BAid; TJules^ the LoaJ liad given eiib 
A share both iu His jiiBtice and His love 

I naver should have had a liege like this v, loCi 

With whom to hunt down dfvB and okphants**' 

Thus spent they two weeks joyfully; their talk 
Was all of wine and banquet*. On the third 
The matchless Kusiam purposed to go home 
Victorious and glad. I yeiim for Zi\\, 

The sou of SAixip" ho fiakh ""and such doKire 
May not be blinked, but I will go apace. 

And come bEick to the court. Wo mufil prepare 
Fmh vengeanco, for rerenge for SiyAwueh 
Is not thus easily to be forgoue 
By taking fiteeds and herds."" 

The world's great king 
Uniockod the portal of his treasury, 

Brought forth the precious jewels hoarded there. 

And filled a cup with treasure. Of kiug^s raiment 
Five changes mad# throughout of cloth of gold. 

With golden-girdled aJavc-boys brought from Hdm, 

And likewise handmaids decked with golden torques. 

With tapestries and thrones of ivoiy^ 

EmbroideHca, dfmlra, and Lurquoiae crewna, 

All the^ the Shiih sent Hustam, spying: "'Take 
This gift with thee, but slay with us to-day, 

And nitera’aid make ready to depart/" 

They spent the day together quaffing wine, 

But Rustam wijls resolved to go at dawn. 

The ShAh wont two days with him and embraced him 
At parting. Rustam ooiLoued to the road, 

Khuarau retiimtKi, Well ordered 'neaih his signet 
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The vorld became os lie would havo it be. 
The imcieat sky revolveth ever so, 

At whiles like vatow and at whiles like bow. 

The matter of Akwim with what befell 
'Twixt him and Rustam endeth- Now I tell 
The cronfliete of Bizhau, and thou ahaU hoar 
Of strivings that will ask of thee a tear. 






PART V 

THE STOUY OF BlZHAN ANB MANIS5HA 


ARGUMENT 

The pmt deaqrfbea haw fcha tiile wb* told to him to whUo 
awiiy tho d^ptrouloit muiicd hy^^ ilooplw nighti add thou tiarmt^i 
folkhWB: Kai Kb iiamn At a foajt rDcolvH a petittan for mqcour 
from tho of Inniii, wIlOM cornitiy io boillg mv^iiril hy 

MiJd boftra, and sondA BIkHaq and Gurgin to cloar lbo ccnidtiy 
of thflin, Bishiint thitHigli tho nwohiiimtiojii of Gnrgio, who 
anvioA biin+ falb iti }qv^ with Afrtliiyih*H daughtor MAniaba, 
who oarrkli off Bizhan to Tiirin and bld» him id li^r |ialacO. 
He IB diaoo^’orod nod impriioned In a pit with Mimizha aa hia 
attondunt. Id tbfi moadtinm GurgSn baa rctdrdod to Irdd, whoro 
bia lamo itory rouaaa aiupicion-i Kai KhiiiarAiir meaiiH at thii 
divididg-cnp, nacortalna ih& BituAtion of Bizhnn mA despfitchea 
R natm 0 to doliror hinL Thia Etiatam ncbie™, Gutgid la pardotiiKl 
by BCxhadp Afnlaiyilb ii d^featod* Add ah onda liappilyv 

NOTE 

Fortho biatorlttil bAiia nf tbia atoryr p- It- 
Tho tt&lo of Bixbad and Miuiaalta ii tbo aaoond of tho ^reai 
loTMtoriOB of tbo ShiibniSmtt, that of Z*Sl and Ki'idahn id VoL 1, 
being the firat/ add tliat of OiiahhSap In RtVm, whkh will b« 
giroQ in Vol. IV., bdidg thei thircL Jlohl probably ii right b 
coniidering this prtMcnt atofy to bo orm of FirdAnaf* wly work*. 

• Lo camottro do fraidaoar qui m reBmrqdo ckoi oo r^dt ff'jwcordo 
bion ftTOd la Bnppoiltkm qtie cot i^ptiodo mt tidB osti^^ do k 
jounoiao da F^rdoualji et k voniifioation poHo qcitlquoi tra<s* 
do mndqua d'flipeiionco^ tolWa f |00 I'omplol Frtquont do V^if final 
A-joute Ai do la rimn on dn Cot oipcdiont oat re^ 

ikfiw k [M^sk potzann ; maia blrdoud dkn fait nnljjg'part antant 
d'uaago qii^AU comnMSdcomBiit de lljiatoiro do ,^3ijoii ot do 
Modtjoh,^ __ 

1 p, asfi. vfq, * P' Vel. lit, !Pr^BdeL 
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^ point u to th» fconiiinjil ^if porhftiwjiiay oxotupliflnd 
■uffldtmtty for tho Enj;}E.^h nqder by th« foUowiiiK (tonw:-. 

'• Jon on, jon on, tlio rDDt.path way, 

And miiTTil^r bent the stiJiHi: ” 

A merry Uva.n nil tba (laj* 

Totir iaij Un» In n taUe-ji,”! 

A* In tbo Ennlwli mo in tlm Pbrtuin an " i* addad nTbitrutly 
U) bfilp onfc tlw mutrbp but tlm iuiii]o|fy b not niikut^ 

in to Mubr« rotiaona jjisuu obovo wo niay adduoo tfao 

l» d j^omutnon .Ihuiiono—tho ontcomo porhopa of a youthful 
enthtULiomJ Tbo Lon or Biahiui too ia niKardad «* tlio fiiot 
■OTKtU troublo of tho fitidannitii lomily,' tbou^b it iroulil not U 
pr^nt to lay mueh atTOM upon that in tha abwoffi of otJioi- 

iwfurrod to both hors and 
f^hidQ to tho ShiihiMnw (K to) wi» Miihfttntnad Lnaliba^* 
i-i^uai, howsisr, JuM jL.ft tlw lea iadotorminato, 
ainit wm an «n«ol who, with hia mats ainVt, traa ao>pond«d 
by Iho in a wsll at Babylon for prnotMin); orta, 

§ iui ^ppiiH] vnuM ebfkJw^Loriitb ol tli& Annmikiu 

(Irmnii^) who, liPDkon hy ndvuniitj, «»4i»cd hn^ nim to bn » 

S§ to irvi]; 2j. piQr thQ diir Alrwjin He« P^rt IV^ 

S 13 - Aceordin^ to ZomDeutmn bolief diTinn bein^i, men, tlm 
lowor pLiutp, *un md DH>i>n, ijfecr, nil hnii thoir 

lEQinortat prti^dpN, luiown tut thgiir fmifru^ba. TlijftMj 
warn wnrsbippail i]«peeially at tbu Itefpnnlni,^ of thn fknoaatriui 
And tJw inontli J-Arwardfu cibtuiued iti imme fri^ni tlin 
practicup At thii ihm«aD tim wpmia of cloeenMd a3W0«lor« wur^ 
iiippwd U Tovinit th# houEiie*i of their de«ondAiita, and euuh 
mrAibin, ItkiU tho niAUpi ol the Roiuhhj^ were obinnti of tfoculLu- 
vonomtioFU 

I 17. Th^ diHiio boiii^gi whoM* bJpMinjffi Am invokod % 
KiiAtAiu nn Knl Khuamn nrcF membom ol a djuut formady known 
M mtu(|fQ^)and now u l^BAda. HcKmeof thorn, ntnoUj; other 
fnnctLdnH, pnwide^i over thii ZoroAiitriiiu l^nlenditr, and thoir 
pmiiea to tliu (inya nf tlm month and to the nioEktJi^ ol t}m 
J^r. piejr niAy b& togorded aa coloatiAl aatmpa Atnong w(»om 
thft diTimo qiuilitiva and lliu good ersailim ol Urmiud lunm 
Mn pariMlEwi crtit, Btthcfinn pmidea over Ocod TIiDiwbt, Ardl- 
bihaaht oifer Per fect Rectitudo, Bluibtir orer Farfoct RnSp, 

* Tk€ Wi^r'4 Talt, iw^ 9 ^ pp ~ " 

* M pp.3», 30,. 33^ , P. 'vol'i^:, irflhos. 

■ VeJ. I p. 88. 
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gujandilniiAd oiist BanntUnl Deration^ Murdid over Immortiilitji 
mid Khtirdild over UealtlL The obovo lire hII AinosbJtpouioJr* 
Bnhnlni pruiidua oror Victory^ TJroiVflr Sfenrnry, Dai mar BapinoMi 
Aw -cimor Abiia over Watert, while FftnmTd^n ropteseiit* 
the FmvAihfp,* 


S I 

TTie Freiude 

The Qjght waa like jet dipped m piteh, there lout 
No pknot lustre to tbo irmameal. 

The tuqon, appearing la her now tamy 
In readinctis to tiiko her throne ward 
Much brightaosa loat by sojoiiming l>elow| 

Her waist wiia gbnmk, her heart was full of woe, 

Her orovkn was welbnigb lupLa-lamli ; 

Through ruat and dust she jouraojed through the aky. 
Night's retinue had spread out every where 
A carpet black as raven's plumes, the air 
Was like mst-caten stool ; thou woutdst have oriod : —^ 

** It« face is smirohed with pitch I ** On every sidOj, 
like SJtoe blank serpent with iu jaws stretched wide, 
Was very Ahrltuaiip each aigh of whom 
W41S like a negro inaklag charcoal fume. 

The garden and the stream's hp Kccmed to bo 

Like billows suiging on a pitchy sea 

O'er which the etrclmg heaven paused wonderiugly. 

The sun had lost its powers thou wouldst have said t— 

** Earth steepeth with a pitohdike robe o^erapread*^' 

The world's heart trembled at itself ; no sounds 
Were heard but watchmen ringing on their rounds ‘ 

The birds lefnuned from song:, the beasts were BtiH, 

The world's lips closed alike for good or ill. 

And height and depth were lost. Amid the wo^ 

Of that long vigil strait at heart I rose; 

1 had one in the house, a loving wight, 


V, 10^ 
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To wbou) 1 oallad and Lade to bring a ligLu 
Descending io the ganien presently 
My darling Idol oafne and aaid to me 
" What need for light ? Will aloep not visit thee?^^ 
I aaid: “ Mine Idol! I am not at one 
With alumbor. Bring a candle like the son, 

Set it in front of me, then spread the board. 

Take up the harp, and let tho wino be poured*" 
ify darling Idol fetched me lamps a-shine, 
Fetched qulneesn oranges, pomegranates, winep 
And one bright goblet ht for king of kings. 

Then plied at whUes tho wine, at whiles the strings, 
^ HiMt performed enchant men t,"* thou hadat said, 
My heart grew tic cor over droarihead, 

And it Beerued day with me in dark night's stcacL 
Hear what my loring comrade said to me 
\\Tiat time the gohlot had Joined company^ 

Thm said to mo that son-faced Moon of mine:— 
May heaven havo joyrmce of that life of thine. 
Quatf thou thy wine while from this voliime''s atoro 
I will read out to thee a tale of yoro. 

Or over part thereof shall roach thtno oar 
Thou wilt admire the poccas of the Sphere* 

The theme is love, spell, war, and strAtagezn, 

All worthy that a eagn should list to them.” 

**0 Moon-faoot"^ said I to that Cyprcas-stcm, 
Recite, recite/’ who answered : That will I, 

And thou shall w^eave it into poetry/' 

I aaid: " Bogin, my fair-faced Moon 3 to road, 

And make me love thoo more+ I may be freod 
From my diatom perature, and sleep betide 
W io6s In muaiags. darling mate! by thee supplied. 

Then will I turn the story, evoiy whit, 

To verse eiactly as thou telleat it, 

And, telling, offer prabo to God above, 

O my discroot companion and my lovo I ** 
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That. d&rliD^r Idol raail the tab to mo 
Out of the book of ancient legendryp 
So now giire ear the wbib that I rehoari^ap 
And exorcifie thj judgment on my verjso* 


lima ihs Jrnmmane io Khimmt 

Whon Kai KhijfirAU wont forth to take revenge. 
And aougb t to oliange the order of the worlds 
The throne and Htate departed from Tib’Hn, 

Bat hiH throne topped the aoo becauao ho leagued 
Heaven and trAn logothcrp and lavbhed Ioto 
U pon the noble race, the ago renewed 
Its youth and bathed his face m loyalty j 
And though the prudent mnketh not bis ©>uch 
A torrent-bed though dry, yet for a while 
The more part of the world acknowledged him 
That sought to be avenged for Siyiiwush. 

One day ho sat carousing m hia joy, 

And drinking to the warriors of the host. 

His throne was ornate with brocade^ a crown 
Of gems was on his head^ and in hia baud 
A jeweriod cup of wine. Thus, all etiraptured. 

He listened to the harp, Tho nobles present 
Were Fajibur'4 the son of Kai Kails, 

Ansi Giistahani, Gudar^ son of Xiahwj^d, 

Giipgin son of Mflidp Farhad, and Gfv, 

Shapiir tho brave, Tua, ahatterer of hosts— 

Ho:m 1 of the scions of Naudar—KhamVd, 

And bold These loyal paladina 

Had royal wino in hand. Inside the goblets 
The wine was like camel ian of Yaman, 

And In the midst were handfuls of dog-roses. 
Before Khufirau stood slaves with fairy^faces, 

VOL. iir. 
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Wliosfl musk-bkck tinglots fell on skim of jiifimino. 
Tbo banquet-hall wjis decked, and in the prei^encc 
Girt for attendance stood the chamberlain. 

Approaching him discreetly from the curtain 
An usher said: “ Irnnlnians wait without— 

Chielb of the march between this and Thran: 

They fain would have an audience of tho Shiih, 

For they have travelled far to seek redress.’’ 

The ]>rudeiit cbunberlaln approached the throne. 
Announced his tidings, sought the royal pleasure, 
And introduced the envoys in due form. 

They catne before the presence of the Shilh 
With tears and erios for aid; their arms were folded, 
Their faces swept the ground; as they drew nigh 
They said: ^ 0 Shiih triumphant 3 live for ever, 

For thou art worthy of unending life. 

We come for succour from, a distant landj 
Khfm-i-Irmjin, between this and 'luniu. 

And bring this message: * Ever live, 0 Shah i 
In everj'^ clime the auccourer froni the evih 
O’er all seven climes the king, and in each stale 
The help against the bad, Tiinin and we 
Confine, which ts a source of bale to us, 

While toward f rto there was a forest-tract 
Our preseut cause of trouble* Wliat a wealth 
Of cultivated lands was ours therein. 

And fnilt trees, our chief means of snstcnancci 
Now do iia right, O monarch of ftAn ! 

Because wild boars m numbers nnmberlens, 

With tusks like elcphantfiV and big as hillsi 
Have ficisffid on all those woods and meads, and put 
The country of Imiiin in consternatioti. 

What mighty ruin have they brought on us 
Both in OUT cattle and our growing crops 1 
The boars delight in rending with their tuskfl 
The cultivated trees whereof wo speak* 
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Hurd stoDGS wDl not withsLund ^uch imd fortune 

May be hath utterly abandoned ub I” 

Now" nvhen tbo Shah had heard the suppliants' 
words 

Ha was nmeh grieved and, pitjdng them* addressed 
The oxaltcd watriora: “ Who among my chiefs 
And mighty men is eager for renown 7 
Let such depart to yon. boar-wasted forestp 
And, all intent on fame and oouibating, 

Hehead iheni with his sword. I will not grudge him 
My gems and other treasures.^* 

At his lidding 

The treaflurer laid uiKjn the dais a salver 
Of gold whoreon they showered Tningled getus; 

They brought ten steedsp whose brand-mark w'as Kjina,'' 

With golden bridles^ trapped them with bMoade 
Of Riim.and called the nobles from the throng, 
men of naino and worship I*’ Mid earth's king, 

WTial man will make my toil his own and then 
.My treasure his 1 

None aoswored him a woni 
Eiccpi the son of GiV of glorious race^ 

Bfzhan—who stood forth midst the warriors, 

And called Ged^s lilcssmg down u]>on the Shah:_ 

Ne'er may thy pakoe see another msstcrj y lesa 

And lie thy bidding done throughout the world* 

I will adventure on this enterpriuo 
At thy eommaiid: 1 only live for thee*** 

G] V| who w?u5 sumding by, marketl with displeasure 
Hiji i5ou*s words, oallod dovrn blessings on the Shah. 

Then took Bizhan to task; ‘'What boyishness 
h this, and ihi« conceit of thine own might ? 

A youth may have both wit and native worth ^ 

But he must train to win aceomplisbinent • 

He must exhaust all kinds of good imd ilh 
Must taste of every" salt and bitter. Go not 
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By putha that thou host never troddou or bri^ 
Bflforfl iho Sbiib so tecklesaly.” 

Bi2hun, 

Sbrewd, ibougb impulsive, and of aleapless fortuno. 
Replied in auger t " My Tiotorious sire 1 
Impute not weakness to me in tby iboughte, 

But bear with what 1 tell tbea : I am young 
In enterprise but 1 am old in counsel. 

And I. Biahaa. who am tUo sou of GiV, 

The arniy-Bbatleror, will behead the boars. 

The Shah rejoiced thereat, invoked Ged'a bleRslng, 
Bade him depart, and said : “Thou man of worship! 
TJiou art a buckler ever ‘gainst all ill. 

Tbo lord that hath such lieges as thou art 
Would be a fool to four a foe.“ 

He then 

Said to Gutgin son of MilAd; “ BiKhan 
1b ignorant of the road to wart! Irunin, 

So bear him company with inula and stead 
To show the way and be his help in need." 
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IhiB Bfzltan irmt to Jisht iJii wild Brjam 

Bizhan made ready for his setting forth, 

Girt him, and set a casque upon his head* 

10 ^ Ho toot with him Gurgln Bon of Mihid 
To help in batllo and in time of noed. 

And left the court with cheetahs and with hawks 
To hunt withal upon his longsome joiitney. 

Like foaming lion he fared and took the heads 
From onager and antelope 5 plain 
Was fchiek with wild sheep tom; theit hearts and 
brea^ta 

Felt the warm impress of tlie ciieeiali*^ claws. 
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His lasj^o ringe+l tb^ necks of onfigers. 

He s^etoetl Ukei Ttihinunys who boimcl Lhe 
While oTorhoftd tb^ pheasants olutebed by falcoui^ 

Dyed jafluiirio-lerivofi with blcKxl. Thus sped the twidn^ 

And thought the road a garden, till they reacbeci 
The forest that liad caused tbo Sbjih's coacem. 

Now when Bissban cast eyes thereon the blood 
Boiled in him with excitemoutH while tho boars 
Roauied freely, knowing not: Hfrhan bath inounted/* 

On drawing near the forest to ailaek 
Ho spake thus to Giirgfn Ban of Mihld:— 

Go thou uusicle or stand aside» and when 
I go to shoot tbd boars seek yonder pooL 

'Fhen, when a tumult risetb from tbo wooih 1070 

Take up thy mace, be ware, imd with one blow 
Behead each boar escaping^^ 

But Gurgin, 

The warrior, answered: ** ^ueb was not the compact 
With our young ShiUi. Thou badst the jew'oiB^ silTrer, 

And gohlp and didst adventure for this tield; 

Ask but mine aidance then to show the way.’^ 

Bizhan heard with aujiizOp his outlook darkontslp 
But lion^like he went inside the forestr 
Undaunted strung kis bow* roared mightily 
As Twore a cloud in spring, and brought the leaves 
Down like a sboa^er of raiup tbon sword in band 
Like some nxad cle|jhant ho chased the boars 
While they msbed at him, tusking up tbo earth. 

Then caiiie one bear, a very Ahruium, 

Whoso tushes cut through treos like files through 
stoue^ 

And rout his hauberk while the reek of fight 
Rosa o'er tho mead, Bizhan's sword smote the boar 
And olavo its elephantine form. The beasts 
So fiorco before grew fox4iko i all wore staizied 
With blooil from sword-cufes; they bjid had enough 
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Of combating* Bizlian cut off their heftils. 

And tied them to hm charger^a aiwidle-strftps, 
That he might lay the luska before the Shah; 
j\jid furthormorep in ortler to display 
Hia courage to the fnlaiaa chiefs, he flung 
Some headless truuka, like monntaiiia, on a wain, 
And buftidos were wearied with the strain. 
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Jhit* Gurffin Hizhm 

tu 7 i MaleTokut Gnrgtat the insenaate one. 

Apart drew near iho forcat aiillenlyp 
Aud all the wood gloometl m his eyes albeit 
He praisci) Bizhan and made a show of joy. 

That niauer grieved hia hcartp he feared disgrttco, 

And Ahriman sctluceti him. Ho was fain 
To do Bizhan a nibchiaf; 'twas his wish, 

And so anlainecL He thought not of the Maker, 

But he that diggeth pitfalls in the way 
Hath reason to walk warily himself. 

Gurgfn for his own proUt and ronowTi 
Spread oat his net^s upon the young man's path, 

And said; O paladin, thou Heart of combatp 
And Soul of wi.«Mlom I mimy an enterprise 
Like ihifl thou wilt achieve through thy high fortune 
And God's snppori. Now I must tell thee aomowhat, 

For I have been here often in pa^t time < 

With BnsUim and with Giv and Gufitaham, 

With Gazhdaham and Tub son of Naudar. ^ 

How many a feat of prowess done by us 1 

Hath heaven witnessed on this spaoious plain— 

V. FeaLs that have raised our reputations high. 

And rendered us the dearer to Khiisrau * 

There is a ploasure-grennd not far away, ^ 
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And only two djiys''jonrnoy from TiiriLn, 

Whoro thou wilt see a plaiu tdl red and yellow— 

Oao to rejoice a hero's heart, all wooda 

And pleasancos and riruleta, a 

Fit for a palmlin, with painted flitk 

For soil, and aira musk'-ladon: thoti wouldat say;— 

‘ Percliance it is rose-water id the streams/ 

The jaamme-branchee bend beneath their burden; 
The roses, which the pheasants love to haunt, 

Are there the idok, and their worshippers 
The bulbuls singiug m the cypress-boughs. 

Now from this present for a little while 
Yon rivoFs margo will be like Paratiise, 

And on the plaia and uplands thou wilt see 
In merry parties fay-faced damsels sitting 
Manfsiha. daughter of Ahiiaiy^lb. 

Will make that garden radiant as the ann, 

And with a hundred handraaida—perfect pictures. 
All daughters of the Turkmans, modest tiiaida, 

As tall as eypress-trees^ ^th musky hair, 

And cheeks like roses, dreamy eyes, and wine 
That savoureth rose-water on their Ups— 

Will set up her pavilioa on yon meadows^ 

Thou wilt behold the plain bedeeked throughout 
With riches like an idol-house in Chin. 

Now if we go towaKl that pleasore-grouud, 

And hurry o'er the journey in one day , 

W^o may bear off some of those fay-faced damsels. 
And win tbo approbation of Khuarau."' 

In th»s wise spake Gurgiu- Biishau was young. 
And all tho pabilin was stirred in hum 
Hq was a youth and follower! youthful fashion. 

Some whiles punuing fame and some whiles passion. 
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How Bizhan wi*ul to Jr« Manizho, Duu^hirr of 

Vi 107 j They set off on Lbo tedious jourtioy, one 
Led by desire, the other by revonga. 

Bisdian, tha refuge of tho host, Aiighted 
BetwecQ two forasts after one day'a marchx 
Ho and Gurgfn enjoyed two days with hawk 
jiVnd ohcetah in those moodows of Irnuin, 

On hearing that that mairiagoahle maid 

Had aoziie, aod deeked tho whole waste like the eye 

Of ebanticlear, Gurgfn informed Bfishan^ 

And told him of tho ininstrelsy imd feasting, 

Wheraat “Now will I'* thus Bfzhaji mponded, 

Go forward add esaniLna from a diatanca 
Tha seene and mannor of the Turkmans' rovals; 

Then with my polished spaar-heail lifted skyward 
Will I turn roior Wo shall OjcItIso the bettari 
As feelmg more assiired, when we have seen-^ 

He bade tho treaHttrar: -'Bring the crown that used. 
Worn by my sire, to light the baaquot-hall 
Because our w'ay is banquet-ward. Bring likewise 
Tho aarrmgs emd the torque that Kai Khusrau 
Bestowed on me, and Gfv'B bejawelled armlet,** 

Ho donnod a gliltoring lunio made in Rum, 

And stuck an oagIo*B feather in his crown. 

They put tho ssddlo on his steed Shahrang 
While he bade bring the girtlle and the signal 
V, 1074 That marked tka palaciin, and having mountad 
Went to tho spot in hasto^ 

Ho reached the forest. 

His heart praoccupiod with its desires# 

He drew anigh that Fair's pavilion, 

Daeire contending in his heart the while. 

And went beneath a lofty cypress-U'ee 
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For shelter from the sup* The plain, with all 
iLa sounds of barp and song gam thou inukt saith 
His soul a weloome. Wiien the fair one saw 
The visage of the ehieftain froni her tent— 

Tho eheeks m 'twore Canopus of Yam an . 

Or jasmine blossotuLug nud violets— 

While on his heati he wore the croi'm that Tuarked 
A chief of palodina, and all his breast 
Biased with brocarle of Rump the maiden yearned 
For love of hinip who came in quest of love^ 

And fiout her nurse as envoj^ saying thus:— 

Go ^noath the boughs of yonder lofty cypress^ 

And find out who he is—yon moonliko one. 

Can it bo Siyawush roturueti to iKe* 

Or eke a fairy ? Question him and my 
"How hast thou come and who hath braught theo 
hither? 

Art thou of faiiy-hirtli or Siyiiwush 

That thou doat fill our hearts with love for thee, 

For thou hast lit a raging fire of lovOp 
Unless the Resurroetiou be upon us^ 

Because for years havo 1 boon holding revel 
Upon those meads each spring, and we have aeen 
None in thk ploa^iance; but 1 now see thee, 

O nohio Cypress I and it is enough.' 

Say to him: ' Whother thou art imin or fairy 
Como to our fesUvai. I have not looked 
On aught reseinbling thee, O moon-fooed one! 

Inform us of thy aamo and whence thou conicst/" 

The nurse, when she had como and done obeisance^ 
Gave him Manfzhak uicsaagep and his cheeks 
Bloomed like the rose. He saw his wish aubievedp 
And answered thus: " I ewrn not Slyawuahp 
Or fairy-bom, awoet-spoken meflsengor] 

But from InUi—the country" of tho free. 

Bf^han am 1, the ffon of Gfv, and came 


V. IOJ5 
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Alt kcoDlj tboncQ to baule iMpilk wild boars. 

I took their heads and tlirew thorn bj the waj^ 

To l^aar their tnshas to the t>hah; but henriiiag 
About this ploasauco did not hurry back 
To Gir, son of Gudarz, if so guu<L fortune 
Miglit nhow me though but in a dream the fmo 
Of her—the daughter of Afnisjyib; 

And now I see that all the plain is deeketL 
With treasures like an idol-house in Chin, 

If thou wilt show me kindness I will give thee 
A crown of gold with earrings and a girdle, 

And thou shall lead me to you lady fair^ 

And bring her heart to love me." 

She returned, 

And bore the secret to Manizba's ear 
His coiiuteiianee and mien arc such and aueh. 

In such and such wise hath tho Maker made him/" 
Manfzha sent an answer back forthwith 
“ What seemed a fancy is within thy grasp. 

For now come te me with thy noble goit^ 

And shed a light on this dark soul of mine. 

Mine eyes will brighten at the sight of thee. 

Vale, pkin^ and tents wiU turn to rosaries." 

With neither heart nor ear for auglit beside 
Her woTtls he followed and she acted guide.i 
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Hotr Bizhoji wmi the Tent 0/ Afanizh^ 

No room was left for further parleying. 

Forth from beneath the shadow of the cypress 
Bizhan proceetied hastily afoot 
Toward Mani^ha^'s tent and entersd it, 

“ La nSpontfo fin McDijch St 4ll Cflsor ei do riDitt^IIle Cb Hijen 
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Id fiivour like a stately cypress-tree. 

Girt with a golden ginik round tb loids, 

Mimfzba CAiiie and claspeil blm to ber breast. 

Unloosed the royal girdle from his waistp 
Asked of his Journey » equipsgo, and business. 

And sold : Wbo came with thee to %bt the boar?i ! 
Why trouble with n ninoe, 0 comely oiiOp 
Wbo bast A shape like this, such mien ami bearing T' 
They bathefl his foot in musk ?md pure roJi^e-wALer, 
Then haatud to set meat, they spread the hoard 
With Tarjous viands in profuse abundaiicer 
And held high revelry with wine and harp, 

Excluding every stranger from the tent. 

The handmaids standing in attendance there 
Played on the lyre and lutOi The ground reaainbled 
The colours of a peacock with brocade 
AJl dappled with dinars like leopards* backs, 

While all the ton inane loaure was adorned 
With mufik tmd jewels, amborgriK and gold. 

Old wine in ciystal cups gave to Bizhan 
New strength, but, when throe days and nights had 
passed 

la pleasure, sleep and drink prevailed at laaCv 
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Hotr J/natdifl airrtet? 0 J?icAaji (o Palace 
Mani^ha. when her time for going homo 

Arrived, still longed to gaze upon Eizhaa, if I 

And, since his face was gloomy, called her handmaids, V i 

And bade them mingle with a grateful draught 
A drug that maketh senseless. This they gave him, 

And be, bemused already, swallowed it^ 

His henti sank down and he was Io8t*lo sense. ' 

She made a litter to tianjtport the sleeper, 
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A conch for him on one sirlo, on the other 
An easy iioiit for her. 8 ho sprint led esunphor 
Upon his ooueh, tmd with rose-water drouehed 
The BQiidftl-wootl. * 

On coming^ near the city 
She veiled tho sleeper in a TAomEUi's wrapper^ 

And, entering the palace privily 
By nighl, preserved her secrete She prepared 
A chaTn tier and, impatient for Hi^han 
To wftko, poured in his oar a roiising poiJon 
To bring his senses hack. He woke and found 
That jasmine-hosoDied Lieaiity in his arms. 

His head and hers both resting on a pillow, 

And in the palaeo of AfrMaiyab I 
Distracted with himself he tupied for refuge 
To God from Ahriuian and thus exclaimetl;—■ 

As for myself there will be no escaping, 

O Gkjd Alniighly [ hence. But oh E that Thou 
Wouldst execute luy vengeance on Gurgin, 

And hear the pains and malisons that t 
Invoke on him! He led me lute this^ 

Hecitmg over me a thousand spidls,"* 

Mantzha said to him: ^rBe of good cheer, 

And treat all save the present as mare wind. 

Y. 1 C 7 S Adventures of all kinds ocour to men. 

And feast and light by turn." 

They banqueted; 

Before thorn wiks the gibbet or espousal: 

They called tho rosc-chcokcd damsols from their bowers. 
And decked them in brocade of Chin i forthwith 
Tliese girls with fairy faces took the harp^ 

And fleeted dii}* and night in merriment. 

Anon the oham her lain got wind t hereof^ 

And, smee one acting on an idle rumour 
Will shake tho frimt down from the tree of balci 
He took upon him to investigate, 
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Inquiring who th^ man was, froin what eoudirj.'. 
And what hn sought in c&uiiDg to Tiirnio, 

So loarnnd the truth and, fearing for his life. 

Went, dii the only way to aave himself, 

Beforo Afnhdyab and ifaid to him:— 

" Thy daughter hath a Lover from Jran 
The monarch called on God, and thou hod&t said: 
" He trembled liko the willow in a blast." 

Then from the lashes of his eyes he wiped 
The tears of blood and ragetl, and spako this saw;— 
** Ono with a daughtor in his house to guard 
May have a crown indeed but is ill-atartcd." 

Ho was confouiLded at ManizhsTs deedp 
Called to him princely Kurakhiin ivnd said:— 
Adviao rue in the uiatUw of ibis wanton/'* 

Then Kuniklian ■ “ Eitaminc with xuorc omu: 

If so it 1>Q them hi no more to Bay, 

But hearing m not seeing*" 

Inatjmtly 

The monarch looked at Uaxsfwaa and aaid:— 

** What wo have borne and still bear from (n'ml 
And why doth fortune link in one ill chain 
Irtinian troublea and an evil child f 
Go take with thoe some prudent cavaliers^ 

Keep watch upon tha palace—roof and gates— 
liook welh wud any man w hom thou ahalt see 
Therein aecure with bonds and ilrag to me.'' 
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Horf Gartitraz brvu^h^ liizhan A/r^ffdh 

As Garafw aK approached cho gate the sound 
Of feast and revelry was heard withini 
The music of the rebeck and the harp 
Roeo from the palace of Afrasi) iib. 
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Tiic OJivalicrs seized on tba tool and gates, 

And occupied the outlets evetywhere. 

When Garsiwaz found that the palace-portal 
Was fastened, and heard revek going on, 

Ha broke down all olM^tnictions, nished within^ 

And sought the chamber where the stranger was, 

Xow w'hen he reached tho door and saw B^zban 
His blood boiled up with rage, for in that chamber 
There ’were three hundred handmaids busied all 
With bnrp and wine anti singing, and iimong thetn. 
With red wine at his lips and making merry, 

Bizhan I Then GarsiTivaz cried out in anguish :— 

0 reckless and abandoned profligate I 
Xow' art thou m the savage LLon^ clutch* 

How wilt thou *se&p6 with life i" 

Bizhan WTithed, thinking;— 
How' can I fight unanned, without Shabmng, 

Or aught to ridel Luckp aure^ hath gone to-day 1 
Where now is Gfv sou of Giidarz, that I 
Must throw away my life? I see no helper* 

But God." 

He always carried in his boot 
toSc A blue-steel dagger; this ho ^Irew and holding 
The door exclaimed: ^'Bizhiin am 1 aud sprung 
From that high chief of paladins and nobles, 

Kishw^ad. None e’er ah till break my akin unless 
His body is aw'eary of itfl headp 

And though ’twere Ehjomsday none should see my 
back." 

He cried to Garsiwaz; '*111 fortune thus 
Hath dealt with me* Thou knowest my forefiithers^ 

My monarch, and my rank among the chiefs: 

If ye will fight I am prepared to Imthe 
My hands in blood in baitlep and behead 
Full miiny a Turkman chief; if thou wilt bear mo 
Before the king I w'ill ej^pUin. Do thou 
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jVsk him to sparo my life, and make all end 
In happiDcas/' 

Thoa Gamvai!, perceiving 
Tlie teselntiou. the desterity, 

Aad readme.'^ to fight skewa by Bfsdiim, 
Confirmed a coTenMit with him by oathi:, 

And eoimeoufely ad vised him, thus obtaining 
The dogger from him by lb at covenaiitp 
And malting liiiii a prisoner by smooth words; 
Then bound him eheetah-like from head to foot. 
With fortune gone will prowess aught uvail ? 
llius is it with yon hunipbacked sky above, 
Thou'lt feel its barshnens when it looketh love. 

They carried him with saUow cheeks and eyes 
Fulfilled with tears before Afrasiyib. 

The hero, when he came with pinioned amis 
And bare of head before tho Bovereignt 
Did reverence and said; “ VouchB4ife. O king ! 

To seek the truth, I came not to this court 
By any wish of mine; none Is to blame. 

1 loft Iran to fight against wild boarSp 
And chanced on this Tuninian featlval. 

1 scot toy kindred and my retinue 
To seek a fuleon that had gone astray. 

And went to sleep beneath a cypress-tree. 

So that its shade might shield me from the sun. 

A fairy emna. She spread her wings and took me, 
Sdll sleeping, in her arms. Sho loft my charger, 
And boro me where the escort of thy daughter 
With troops of cavidicra and many litters 
Passed by upon the plain. Then there appeared 
Hemmed in by horse a Turkniaja parasol. 

And brand-new litter canopied with silk; 

Within a lovely Idol slept; her crown 
WiiS lying on her pillow* Suddenly 
The fairy called on Ahidman, and, rushing 
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Like wind nmoog^ the hor^c^men. set mo down 
Inside the litter, ^md recited cljArnis 
Above the charmer there, that I might sleep 
Until I reached the palfioe of tho king ; 

So I was not to blume, nor hath Manizha 
Been smirehcd by what hath pftssed^ Assuredly 
That fay had marred my furtune by her spelk/* 
Afriiaijab replied: Thine evil day 
Hath come apaeo, Depariing from Inin 
Thon sovigfatest dgbt and fame with mace and lasso; 
Now with hands boimd thou tellest women's dreams; 
Like one bemused, and trim hes upon me 
To save thy Ufo,''^ 

Bizbim replied: " O king! 

Hear what I say to thee and l«i advised. 

Boars with their tusks and lions with their claws 
Are alway 6t for fighting; so aro heroes 
That have their scimitars auid hows and arrowy; 

But how when one is naked with bound hands, 

The other in a panoply of steel ? 

How can a Hon pounce without sharp claws 
However fierce I If now tho king w'ould sco 
Sly prowess shown to all, let him provide 
A horse and massive mace for mo, and make 
Choice of a thousand chieftains ircrii tlie Turkmans; 
Then hold me not a man if I leave one 
Alive of all tho tbous4knd on the held."" 

The king regarded him with angry looks 
At this, then turned to Gorafwas;^ and said i — 

Dost thou not see that this fell Ahriraan 
Is meditating further ills for mo, 

And not con tented with the evil done 

Would fight as wcHf Take him, bound hand imd foot^ 

Just ss ho Is, and rid Lhe w’orld of him. 

Command to aot a gibbet in the road 
Before the gate, Lhom hang the wretch alive. 
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And nev^r spo^k of Iiim to mo agoin. 

So that no naliTo of fma may dftro 

Henceforth to east im eye upon Ttiniru^' 

They drag^rQ^] him, stricken to the heart with anpjish, 

His eyes a-stream, forth from Afrdsiyabi^ 

And» when liizhan the wrotohed reached the door* 

His feet stuck in the inire made by his tears. 

He said ! " If God Almighty bath decreed 
That I must dio m miserable plight 
1 do not fear the dying or the gibbet; 

■My smart is for the warrtore of Inirip 

And royal fathers' blame when I am dofld. V. roS^ 

Alas 1 mine aflven^aries wilt exultp 
Their lust will all be satisfied upon mo. 

Alas! the king of kinp 1 the looks of Giv \ 

Alas I thna U) be piu-lM from the hraTO I 
Go, breezes J to the country of IrAn, 

And bear my message to the welbloved Shih. 

Tell him: ^Bizhan ls in an evil oaso; 

His tx>dy is t>eneath the Lion's claws.' 

Say from me to Giidarz son of Kkhwad 
* My glory hath departed through Gurgfn : 

He cast me into evil m that now 
I see not any one to succour me/ 

And to Gur^n : " What greeting shall I have 
From thee, false warrior! beyond the grave 
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Firdn Bilhan's IJfi /rtww A/rdst^dh 

Howbeit God had mercy on hk youth, 

And foiled the king^s intentp for as they dug 
A hole wherein to plant the gallowR-treep 
Pfnin, for ao it ehaneedp was Been approaching, 
Now when he reached the place and saw the road 
VOL, IIL u 
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All ooeupiod by TurkiuaDS under arms, 

And that a lofty gibl>et had been reared, 

Wberefipom a twbated laMO dangled dowiip 

Ife ftflked tho people: Whorefore b thia gibbet? 

\Vho hath incurr^ the anger nf the king ?" 

Then Garsiwii^ made answer ; For Bi?;haa 
The (ranian* the monarch's ofiomy.^ 

Pfnln urged on his charger and, when near 
Bfzhan, behold him stricken to the heart 
And naked, with Ills two bands Inoimd liohlnd him 
Finn as a rook, his nioiUb parched, his cheeks wan. 
Pinin inquired of him : “ Hotat oames^t thou hither? 
Thou camost from inin no doubt for blood."" 

Bfzhan related all that, ho had suffered 
Froiii his false friend. Pfnin had pity on binip 
And weeping bade them leave BiKhan aw'hUe 
Unhung; he said: " Detaiu him here that I 
May hove an audbrice with the sovereign. 

And show him what will be tho happiest course-” 

He galloped palace-ward* approaehed the king 
In humble atlitudo with folded armSp 
And walking quickly to the throne called down 
With fervour blessings on Afriisiyiib* 

When, like an honest guide and uimisterp 
Ho stood liefore tho throne, the king knew well 
That ho was siandlng there to ask a lioou, 

And smiliiig said to him: What wouldst thou f 
Speak. 

None IS more honoured with me than thyself^ 

If thy petitiou is for gold or jewels, 

For realm or army* 1 will not withhold 
My trea 5 urea+ Why hast thou bestowed these paiiifl I 
Pfnin. the loyal, heard and kbsed the grounds 
Leaped up end said: *‘Sit on the throne for ovosTj 
A nd may good fortune haunt no other placc- 
The monarohs of the earth proclaim thy praisesp 
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Tile bright Bun bleaBoth tliee. 'ITirough thy gootl 
fortUBQ 

1 iiocd not followetE, or power. 

I *sk not for myself, nono of thy subjects 
Hftth need to ask; my fortune fji ihy rulop 
My stay thy glorious chiefs. Concerned am I 
Lest AUy siiQbr through tny reticeneOr 
And my good name Im losL Have I not often 
Advised the king orcwhilo ? But since nij words 
Availed not ! have held my peace of late. 

‘ Slay not the son of Kai 1 said, 

^'Twill rnske thee enemies of Tds and Rustam, 

And Siyiiwush who is of Kcdan race 
Hath girt his loins to aervo thoo loyally; 

Peace will be broken and the Iranians 
Will trample on us with their elophants.' 

Yet didst thou out of simple wantonness 
Slay Siy^wushp and mingle bano with sweets. 

It may bo that thou hast foigtitten Gfv^ 

And Rustam the brave chief of paladius. 

Hast thou not scon what ills the Irjinirms 
Have wrought upon the country of Tiinln 
By trampling with their beasts the greater part, 

And turning fortune's stream to bitterness ? 

As yet 2iira sword-point is not worn away 
Inside its sheath, for Rustam scatteTeth heads 
Therewith, and spurteth blood upon the sun. 

Wilt thou seek war in peace, and wantonly 
Sniff at the bloom of bane? If thou shalt shed 
Bfehan^s blood in this ruattor from TAr^n 
There will go up a dnst-cloiid of revenge, 

Thou art a wise king; we are only lieges ^ 

Ope thy heart's eye, consider bow the Shih 
Requited tbea for fonner injuries. 

In sooth thou art provoking fresh demands. 

And bringing into fruit the tree of bale. 
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\Vc cannot bear* 0 mighij flovcroign, 

And iniister of th^ world 3 anothef war. 

Thou liuowcst Gfv* none better! and brave Euatam, 
That savuga CmcwUlo, and him who will 
Come forth to fight us for his gmnjHon'fi sake, 
Gudnrz, son of KishwiiJ, whoso liand is steal 
As ho threw water on the raging Bro 
AfrilPiyAb replied; *' Dost tlnai not know 
What ho hath done, and brought disgrace upon us 
Both bore and m Inin f Dost thou not ace 
How mine abandoned daughter hath heaped shame 
Upon my hoary head^ and made the nauios 
Of [dl niy wonion-folk tho couiiiion t4ilk ? 

For this dLfigrace all lands and mine own troops 
Will ever mako my court their laughing-stock ; 

If he shall live all men will wag thoir tongues 
At me, I shall bo wjretohed and despised. 

And over from niirie eyes shcfli tears of giJL" 

Pfrjin did reverence ofttimefl and replied 
" 0 monarch of good fortune and just speech I 
Tis as the king hath said. His only object 
Is his good name. But let my lord consider 
The prudent counsel that- I ofter hirin 
Let us confine Blzhan with heavy chains. 

Such that he would prefer death ou the; gibbet i 
Twill bo a warning to tho Iranians, 

Who will not strive to injure us hereafter, 

For no one readeth on the muster-roll 
The nam^ of captives in thy prison-houso,'^' 

Tlie monarch acted as Pfrin advised, 

Porcoiving that his hcEirt and tongue agrecK]. 

Good ministers with their good counsellings 
Illume the Grace divine and throne of kings. 
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IJoiff pui Bkhan in IJarr? 

AfnL^ijnb comuiaadad Ganiwaz;— 

Prcpiirg a gloomy pit and weighty bonds. 

Secure w\ih chama bandK to a yoke 

Bridge-Uko^ ns Riltnima do^ from heatl to foot 
Chain him and make all fliire with hc 4 U"y rivets; 
Then throw him in the pit head first—no more 
Of Hun and moon for him I Take elephantSp 
And foteh the boulder of the dfv Akwiin, 

Which God raised from the ocean-depth and cast 
Upon a wood in Ubfn, Thus will I be 
Avenged upon Bf^han. Convey this BtonOp 
Which covoroth the dungeon of Arzhang/ 

Upon bigh^restetl eleplmntSp and cover 
Bizhan's, thou leave liim to go mad with anguish. 

Take horsemen^ sack the palace of that wanton_ 

]ilanizhap who hath shamed her quality— 

Deprive her of her fortunep crown, and state. 

And say to her: ' Thou wTotched and accursed. 

Who art unworthy of the throne and crown I 
Thou bast abased my head among the kings. 

And cast my diadem upon the dusu' 

Then drag her naked to the pit and say — 

'Behold him whom thou sawoi^t on the throne 
Here in this pit ] Thou art his iSpring, console hi nip 
And wait upon him in iiis gloomy cell/''^ 

So Garsfwaz departed from the presence. 

They carried out the znobarch^s evil purpose ; 

They haled the Bon of Gfv back from the gallows. 
And bore him to the pit's mouth in his bonds. 

There felterod him from head to foot in iron, 

Hib waist with Human chainB, his hands with gyves. 
While sinitba with stool and hammers made bocuto 
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Tho mnsaivo livstisgR, and tbon tbny Bung him 
Uead-foreuost down the pit end set the stone 
Upon iL Gaisiwft® thenee led his troop 
To whom the daughter of A-fnisiyab 
Dwelt, gave up ftU her ireaaury to spoil, 

And tniulft a fresh disposal of the wealth, 

Munizha was reduced to naked feet, 

Bare head, and single wrap. He hustled her 
Forth to tho pit. Her eyes wept tons of blood; 

Her cheeks wore like the spring. 

“ Behold,” he said, 
t* 'ffjy house and home I Henceforth thou art to bo 
This prisoner's drudge I" 

Hu turned hack, and Manfzba, 
The spouse of woe. roamed wailing o^’or the plain. 

Now when ft day and night had passed she came 
With lamentations to the pit, find made 
A passage large enough to pitss one hand. 

TheToafioT when the sun rose o'er the hiUa 
She used to gather food at every doer 
By day-long wanderings and pass it through 
The crevice to Bubim. and weep. Thus she 
Lived for a while in atyoct iiiifiory. 



When one week pasEod, and still Bizhan relumed not. 
Gurgin began to search on every side 
In haste and bathed his face in tears of blood. 
Repenting of hU ill intents he sought 
The place wherein 'Bfzhau had gone astray. 

Went all about the forest hut saw no one. 

And heard not e'en a twitter from the birds, 

Ha sought too in the m^d, and all at once 
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Spied in tb« disLfuioe an ih^ rivar-ba^nk^ 

With bridle broken jind with aaddla draggings 
With hanging lip and in an angry mood, 

Hifl comrade's steed, and know: " Buban is apedl 
He will not live to come back to itiin. 

By gibbot or by prison or by bonds 
Ill batb befallen liiui from Afrfaiyiib/' 

Repentant and porpleixed be dung Iiib 
A nd tumiiig IclI B^sshun"s stood from tbe meadow 
Back to his tent where be abode one day, 

Then, sleepless and unresting, sought fnin. 

The Sbab, on bearing that Giirgin hod come 
Without BizbaUp would ftun havo been the Hrat 
To i|uestion him, m told not GiVp yet Giv 
Heard of hie brave son^e loss, nisbed to the street. 

Pierced to the heart with anguish and with cheeks 
All tears, and cried: Ef^aii returneth not 1 
I ivis not why be stayeth in IrmaW’ 

Then, vengeful as a crocodile ut heart, 

Ho gavo coiniiittnd to put the [wplar satldle 

Upon Kish wad's own bfty+ which he mv& wont 

To hold reserved against the day of need, 

jVnd, having mounted^ parted like u bhcst 

To meet Guigin and ask buu where BiisliaD V. 

Waa, and about the ooise. “ Good sooth I “ ho thougbtp 

" Gurgfn hath done him mischief secretly. 

I will behead Gurgfn or see my bod.'' 

Guifgfn on catching sight of Gl’v diHinoantetl, 

Ran up to Mm and, w"flllowing in the dust 
With head uncovered and torn ekecks^ c-xchuined 
’*0 ihou that art the chosen of the host,. 

Chief of Iriin and oaptain of the Shiih I 
Why hast thou come to meat mo on my way f 
Why hast thou come thus weeping tears of blood 1 
I shall not wish to li ve if aught more wretched 

*• n IaIw lorabe; son lociil ^ {Mishlli 
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Shall now botid^ All asihatnod am I 
To look thee in the face; 1 too ani pouring 
The hot blocKl from mine but bo not tftjubled 
About hifl life. No harm hath oomo to bim 
As I win proFo to thee.” 

Gfv* when he saw 

His son^s horse and GiirgiUt all dust and dazed 

Like one boinusod, thus loading it, and when 

Ho hoard those words, fol) from his stood and awopnod. 

His head was hidden by the dusL He root 

The raimont that he wore as jjaladin, 

t^luokod out bis hair, and with a ery of anguish 

Poured dust upon hb bead. 

O Thour he said* 

'* Who art tbo Almighty Master of tbo sky* 

And hast oudowed: my heart with sense and lo vo! 

I bold it good, now that my sou is lost, 

Tbikt thou shouldst snap my cord of life and hdeo 
^ My spirit to tho m ansious of the blest: 

Thou knowest best the anguish of my heart. 

I had no sou but him to sootho my griefs 
Or md mo; now ill hap hath severed iis. 

And I am left thus in the Dragon's maw P 
Ho asked Gutgin again; How went it all ? 
rogt Hath fate hUed up his placa or did he will 

To quit thy sight f What ill befell him ? Speak I 
Who flung at him the meshes of the sky? 

What dfv euc^utitered him upon the mead t 
Who murdered him and ruined everything f 
How didst thou find tbb obargor riderless ? 

Where didst thou quit Bbchan ?" 

Gurgfn replied — 

"'Compose thyself anil Ustom In respect 
To fighting with the wild boars in the wood, 

K.DUW, O thou pakdin I and undersLand^ 

I And bo for aye the lustre of the throne, 
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We went to fight the boacia and reached Lmum. 

We saw a wockI conireitad to a waste. 

With trees cot down and trampled past urage. 

It was a haunt of boars, the people melted 
Becatise of them 1 Wo raised our spears in figbtp 
And made a mighty shouting in the wood * 

Wild boars oame charging like so many mountains. 
Not one by ono but every whore hi herds. 

We battled like two lions, and day failed 

Before our hoatLs were satiate of strifa 

We threw their elephant me carcases 

In heaps and prhwl their teeth out. Thence we set 

Qur faces toward Ir^n and merrily 

Went after game; An gnagor wbs startedp 

And none will see a goodlier sighL Its coat 

Was liko Gulgiin's, the chaTgor of Gudarz; 

Its face was like Farhid's gray ShabAhangp 
With limbs liko the Stoupgh'a, and hoofe like stoeL 
Twas like Bfzhan's Shabraug in hoiid and ear 
And tailp its iicck wes Ibn-like, its speed 
Liko wind* Thou wouldsi have said: * Its sire is 
Rakhub; 

Like some tall olephant it charged Bfzhanp 
Who Hung his lasso o'er its head. To Mmg 
Was one with to be borne away 1 Off rushed 
The onager [ Bfzhan sped after it^ 

And through the beast^s pace and the horseman's 
dust 

A reek arose, the earth heaved liko the seSp 
The lassoer and onager both vaubhed. 

My steed was weary, so I ran o^er hill 
And plain, but found no traces of Bizhanp 
Except this steed whose sciddle dragged behind* 

My heart burned at his plight: * How will he fare 
In his eoutention with the onager f 
I tarried long upon the pasture^ soarchlng 
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Od all sides for him, and have oomo bafik hopeless, 

For fchat Heroa oaajor WS'S the White D/r I" 

Shrewd Glv, on heating, doomed: “ Bfsshaa is aped I ■" 
Ho marked G urgfn's confused account, those eyes 
Thai could not look him in the face, those oheoka 
Grown wan with terror of the Shah, that body 
A-tremble, and that conscienee-striokon boart. 

And ascertaining that liia son wo* lost, 

And that the whole account was fraudulent, 

Was moved by Ahriinan to lay Guigla 
Dead on the road in vengeance for Bfzhan, 

The well-beloved, although disgrace inigbi follow. 

Albeit on relloction be perceived 

That this would leave the matter dark, and said:— 

"What shall I giun by slaying him save pleasing 

Malignant Abrimati ? How will U aid 

Bteban to slay Gurgla I Wo must oraploy 

Another means; rovonge is no great task ; 

He b no wall to atop my lauco's point; 

So let UB Un^ till his guilt is clear 
Before the Shiih." 

Ho cried out at Guigiti 
“Thou wicked and injurious Ahriman ! 

Thou hast deprived mo of my Bun and Moon— 

The choicest of the horee men and my Shah— 

And set me aearcliitig all the world for aid. 

Where ihiough thy praolico, guile, and lies shall 1 
Henceforward find contentment, rest, and sleep ? 

1 will not suffer thee to go at large 
U ntll I have an audience with the Shah ; 

Then with my poniard will I wreak on thee 
Revenge for hini who was mine Eye to me*" 
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jyaii) Oiv hmvgltt Gtn'ffln be/one JChiurau 

With bloodshot eyes and Tengeance in his ho&rl 
Gl> vent befoTO ibo ShAh. blossad hiui, and said:— 
“ For ever fleet the world in joy, 0 king 1 
Thou blessed, welhstnrtod inontiroh ! saest Ihott not 
Whst hftth befallen me ? 1 hud one son— 

A youtlv who was uiy care both night and day, 

I wept for fear of danger to him, burned 
For fear of losing him; and now, 0 ShAh 1 
Gurgln hath come back with an idle tongue, 

With guilty soul, and evil news of him— 

My stainless and illustrious minister. 

Gurgln hath brought a steed in disarray, 

But not another token of Blslian [ 

If now my lord will carefully consider 
My case, and soo me righted in the matter, 

Ha wiU do justice for raa on Gurgln— 

The man that put thii dust upon my head," 

The Shah was treubled at Giv'a grief, assumed 
The crown in anger, snt upon the thrtmo 
With pallid cheeks in sorrow for Bishau, 

And said to G(t : " What is Gurgln’a account 1 
Where saith be that he loft his upright comiodeT** 
Giv told tbo tale about his gallant son 
As given by Gurgln, Then said Khusrau: - 
" Brood not nor fret; Blzhan is safe; bo easy 
And hopeful touching that lost son of thine. 

For 1 but uow heard from the archimages— 

The men of wisdom shrewd of heart and famous— 
That 1 shall lead the fraaian eavalicrs 
Against Turin anon to seek revenge 
For Siyiwush, and with mine elephants 
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DdaUoy that laml. BfKbaii will tako the field 
And fight like AhrimanH Depart in peaee; 

GcK>d sooth. I greatly ioi^ig for him myHelfp'’ 

So Gfv withdrew m toarHp pale and distraught. 
Gurgln, on cDming to tho pakca-gato, 

Found It deserted { all the paladins 
Had gone with Gfv' lamenting for Bfzhan+ 

GuTgin, hia wiekotl soul fultilled with shamOp 
Went m to uudionoo. Having reaohed Khusmu 
Ha kissed the ground and offered roveronces 
Then laid the boars' tusks bard os diairionds 
Before the throne and did obeisance, saying — 

** May Kid Khuarau be all victorious, 

His life like New Year s Day. and may tho beads 
Of all thy foes bo severed by the sbearsp 
E*on as the heads of those wild bears/^ 

Tho Sbiih 

Gazed on the tusks and asked: “ How went thci 
journey ? 

Where did Bizhan part company ^ What evil 
Hath Ahriniaii wrought on him 

When Khusrau 

Spake thus Gurgfn stood all confused with tongue 
That idly blabbed and guilty soul. His cheoka 
Were pale, he shook in terror of the Shah, 

And babbled much and Lncohoreutly 
Of forest, onager, and pasturage. 

Xqw, when his words accorded not, K-busrau, 
Perceiving him malicious and confused, 

Was wroth and drave him out. upbraiding him, 

And saying: '" Hast then hoard not Ziil's old saw 
* To meet the o^pring of Gddarz in strife 
Would put a period to a lion's life ? * 

But for tho shame, and that thou wouldest make 
An evil ending in the sight of God, 

I would bid Ahriinan pluck off thy head. 
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Then soid he to ft smith 
”Fiit^e heavy sbftcklcs mih the rivets strong." 

Ho had GoTgfn’s foot fettered pteaenlly. 
Because the knave is schooled by bonds, imd Raid 
To Glv: " Com pose thyself. Go thoa bo instant 
In Becking for him every wliere, and 1 
Will send out tiiBny cavaliois well flrnicd 
In all directions to obtain some nows 
About him, and be prompt end vigilant; 

But, ifl hear not soon, still keep thy wits 
And wait for FftTwardfn. until the sun— 

The object of our worship—groweih bright. 
When rosea gkd the garden, bTCCzes strew 
Thu petals o'er thy head, when earth is donniBg 
Its robe of green, and zephyrs aigh o’er ro-sefi. 
Then ahull my piona prayers rise to Urmuad-- 
Prayers that our God cf>nimfmdoih, Tlien wiU I 
Call for the cup that mirroroth the world. 

And stand before God’s ptOMUCe. In that cup 
I shall behold the seven climfifl of earth, 

Both field ftud fell and all tbo provinees, 

Will offer revoreiico to mme ancoatora, 

My chcMion, gracious lords, and thou shall know 
Where thy son is. The cup will show me all.'* 

Gfv was rejoiced, ceased from solicitude. 

And smiling did obeisance, aay'ing thus 
" May time and earth ne'er be deprived of thee I 
May heaven above attend thy will, and may 
No ill liefall thee from the evil eye." 

When Giv had gone the Sbdh scat cavuliors 
To search in every quarter for Bizhan; 

In uU Inin and all Turin they sought 
For traces of him, but discovered naught. 
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//ojf Kili KhtiJtniu Utshatt in ihf Uup that 
p/r(* W'<?rfr/ 

When jooimd Nowr Ycalt's Day am?od Gfv joo^ccl 
For consultation with that glorious cup, 

And oamo, bent doubla on his son^s account 
But hopeful, to Khusrau who, seeing hiin 
Witli abrnnken cheoks and sorely stricken heart, 
Went and arrayed himself in Bhman garb 
To iieok God^e presence. Then heforo the Maker 
He cried and ofttiinos blessed the Shining One.^ 
Imploring of the Succouror auecour, strength, 

And justice on pmicioiis AhriinaUp 
V. 1097 And^ thence roturabg to hie throne, assumed 
*The Kaian crown, took up the cup, and gassed. 

He saw the se^an climes reflected there^ 

And every act and presago of high heaven. 

Their fashion, cast, and scope, made maaifeBt 
From Aries to Pisces ho beheld 
All mirrored ia it~SaLum, Jupiter, 

Meits, Leo, Sol and Luna, Morcuryp 
And Venus, In that cup tho wizurd-king 
Waa wont to aeo futurity* He scMUied 
The seven climes for traces of Bi^han, 

And, whea ho reached the Kargaaiirs, beheld him 
By God's decree fast fettered in the pit. 

And praying in his misery for death, 

With one, the daughter of a royal racop 
Attending him. The Shah, with siiiiles that lighted 
'Fhe dals^ turned his face to Glv and said:— 

" Bizhan is yet alive; he of good cheer; 

Thou wilt not mind, I wot, his being chained 
And prisoned since hLs life is vrhole in him, 

^ ** [1 Idv«<|iu Ki griem tar fa briUonia ** {H«b1h 
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For be is now a prisoner m Tiiran, 

Attended by n maid of noble birth. 

Yet filled mn I with sorrow for bia plight, 

Ho hath finch travail, hardship, and afiiiction; 
Add both of them are wooping Hko a olond 
When it is Rpringtlde, such a hfe is theirs i 
He hath no hope of seeing kith or kiUn 
But pineth trembling like a willow-bough, 

Blood in bis eyes and luiguish in his heart. 

Ho ealleth en his kin^nien and he weepeth 
As 'twere a cloud in spring; bis life is such 
Tlmt he desireih death [ Who will come forward 
To rescue him^ who rise with girded loins ? 

Who is there that will brave the Dragon's breath. 
Who from this duroDoe liberate Bis^han? 

None save deft Eust&m—he who from the deep 
Will drag the crocodile. Gird up thy girdlop 
Haste to Nfmruii^ and rest not night or day. 

Rear him my letter and breathe naught hereof. 
Him will I summon to me* let him know 
The case, and sooa, O Gfv 1 abate thy woe,^ 


S H 

Hois Khu&rau itmli ^ L^ttirr tQ Raitam 

A scribe was oalled. the i^hiih instmeted him 
To w rite to Rustam as from lord to ll^^e:— 

" 0 palftdtn by birth and worshipful. 

Exalted o*or the warriors of the world t 
Thou dost remind mo of thine nneeators, 

And art for over girdled for the fray* 

Thou Heart of inonarchs and thou Prop of kings, 
With loLufi girt up to succour every one I 
Pards yield them to thy manlioodp crocodiles 
Howl in the deep for fear of thee* Thou cleaase^lst 
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The world of the Milrond&TAnim dfva. 

And toWBt off the lioflds of cril mow. 

How many & ciownM head hnj.t thou dethroncc , 

Anri sevcTsd from iho datat Many " 

Is dead through thee, and many a land laid waatc. 

Chief pftlndin and refuge of the 

Thine iriHuenco is mighty with the ShAhs; 

Thou hast o'erlhrown all sorcorets with thy mace. 

And by thy bearing lit the crown of kings. 

As for Aff AsiyAh and for the Kiian, 

Thy name ia writ in fuU upon their signets. 

Twould break the heart of any to undo 
Knots tied by thee while thou undocsl all 
And art a blessed heaTCn to tho Kaiana. 

God who hath given thee elophaniino might, 

BrcMt. arm, and hand, and glorious birth, bestowed 

For ^Lcouring those that cry. and lifliiig them 
From their dark pit. An instance for ihme aitl. 

And to a worthy kinsman, hath occurrocl, 

Such M no scion of Gddari! before 
Experienced from dfv-faced TurAnians. 

Giidarz and Gfv both place their trust m thee, 

Who art a hero now in every laud; 

Thon know'st what place they have in mine esteem. 
Thou know’st their courage, upcech. and prudent 


counsel; 

Regard not iheu this thing as burdensome. 

And ask whatever men and ineaus thou wilt, 

Because this family ne’er grieved till now: 

The world hath beard of few more glonous. 

GIv hrwi not any son escepting this, 

Who was at ouce a son and auccourcr. 

Gfv’s inHuenee with me is very great l 

He hath been both my gTandsire's friend and mine-. 

I always find him where 1 look for him. 
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And iiath by m& lu weal Bnd woe. 

When thou hast mad my letter tarry nat, v. laeo 

But riite and eomo to itna with Giv forthwithp 

That may take adTice that shall reBiilt 

In oil pointa glorioiuiy, I will provide 

Men, treasure, and all requisites, I 

By thino exalted name and glorious footsteps 

That thou shalt W'ork tliy will upon Thr^n. 

Take onler fortho road: BiKhan will bo 
Delivered haply from captivity.*^ 


§ IS 

H0*b fere ih^ of Kai Khiticrmi i& Rttwiam 

Gfv took the letter when the Shdh had sealed itp 
Did roveronce and, departing to bis housOp 
Prepared to take his journey to Sfstdn. 

Ho maun ted all the horsemen of his kin^ 

And, having first commended him to God, 

Departed through the dcsort to the Hi'niiund, 

As one that rideth post, or like the game 
That ho put up^ perroruimg two days'jaumej^ 

In one* With wounded hearts aud eager steps 
The parly faced the dcsortK and the heights. 

Now when the watehinati saw Glv from the look-out 
He passed the word on to Zdhulistun ;— 

“A eavalier with mounted troop hath reached 
The Hirmtmd; a standard dutteroth behind him; 

A folohion of Kabul is in bis hand/' 

Ziil heard the watchman's shout and bade his steed 
Be bridled, then pricked forth to meet the comers^ 
Who haply might prove foes, but when he saw 
Gfv's withered face he was astoimd and hasted, 
Supposing! "Something hath ber&llcn the ShAh 
Since Gfv hath been ^nt hither from Irdn'" 

YOL. Hi. 
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When near lit hand the paladin and 
Drew up iioress the roi^ end greeted Za1 
Wlio asked about the IrAniftiifi and the b-heb. 

The ohieftninB and TiirAnians. G(v then j^ye 
To Zil the greaimga of the great—the f 

And high-born warriors —and told hia anpi 
For his lost sent “Thou soeat me wan mmo instopa 
All dappled leopaid-likc with tears of h ood 
Then aakotl where Riiatain wne, and Zal repUeo.^ 

« Ho will i-oturn from hunting onager 

At sunset.’' ., , ■ ■ .. 

*• 1 will go " Glv '“id see hnit, ^ 

I have 11 letter for him from Khuamu. 

■' Go not" Z^Ll answered, “ be will come anon, 

So till he conaeth tarry in the bouse, ^ 

And pass one day with us in happmes*. 

Refloetingon the case they roaehed Zala palace. 
And even as Giv entered Rustam came. 

Giv weut to meet him and, on drawing nig , 
Dismounted from lus horse and did obe^nae. 

His heart was yearning and he wept. , 

Saw G(t honrt-atrickon and in tears ho thought: 

«Irfm then and iho ShAh^our age's Moon- 

Have perished I" , , 

Lighting and embracing Gfv 

He asked about iho wearer of the crown— 
Iihiisrau-al«ut Giidara, Tds. Gustaham. 

And all the warriors both great and smai 
ShApur, Rubhiim, Utahan. Farhad, Gurgln. 

And every one. At mention of Bfehan 
Gfv uttered an involuntary cry. 

And said to Rustam; “ 0 thou worahipfuJ, 

The ohoioest of the princes of the ^ih! 

Joy hath ratumod to me at sight of thee, ^ 

And through thy kindly greetings and thy words. ^ 
All those whom then hast named are well and send 
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pemce, and iiiossagi^s, 

Except Bfzhan, O champion of the mighty I 
Who m teportcd fettered in a dungeoDH 
Now fieest thou not what stroke of evil fortuno 
Hath fallen full upon my hoary head ? 

1 hod but one son in the worlds and ho 

Was both iL son and upright mmisterp 

Ad< 1 I have lost him I None o’er saw our race 

In such afiliotion! Ever ainoo have I 

Been La tho saddle, as thou seest mOp 

And spoeding like tho bright sun, night and dayp 

Just like the madp to find some trace of him ! 

The'Shih hath in his world-reflecting cup. » * * 

Ho stood before the hlakcr, much unpLoring 
And praising on the royal feast—the Urmuzd 
Of Farwardfn—then left the Fane of Fire. 

Went to his throne, girt up his loins, assumed 
The crown, and sot the shining cup before him. 

He searched t heroin past measuFO for Bazhan ^ 

And indicated him ns m Ttlnin, 

Id heavy fetters and disastrous plightp 
Andp having thus revealed him by tha cup, 

Sant me to thee in hasLe, I come in hopop 
Although my cheeks are pde and dim mine ey^p 
Because I lock to thee alone for jud. 

Who ginlest up thy loins to sucoour alL^ 

Gfv spake, the lashes of his eyes were charged v. 1101 

With tears of gnllp and from his heart be heaved 
A obillmg sigh. When bo had given the letter 
To Bustam ho narrated what Giirglh 
Had donOp then bitterly bewailed BkhaUp 
And poured down tc^ars of blood upon hia breast ^ 

For he and Eustaui hod been long akin. 

That chieftain^s daughter was the wife of Gfv* 

Wliito HusUm hod Gfv's sister for his spousOp 
And gallant Farsmarx hy that brave dame. 
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Bf;:ba.n withal, that hero siiiinent 
In every oompany, had for hie mother 
The daughter of the elephanimo RuaUm, 

WTio said to Gfv: '* B& not concerned hereat, 
Because I wLU not take from Rakhah the eeddle 
Till I have clsspwi Bfzbon's hand in mine own, 
And have demolished all bis boniLs ami prison. 
By God’s strength, sinoa the Shjih reqiiirctb St, 
Will 1 reloEiso bim from that darksome pit. 
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JTom Rtuiiifn 1"®^* n Femt Jbr Glv 

Thence they departed to the hall of Rustam, 
Discussing 08 they went what conrso to take. 

When Rufltom had perused the monarch’s letter 
He was o'erwholmetl at what Khiisrau had said. 

And all the praises that the worldbrd Shah 
Gave to his famous captain of the host. 

Then Rustem said to Giv: “ I will tliapitch. 

And roody me to go os ho eommandeth. 

I know how thou hast laboured, thino achicvomfints. 
And tliy concemment in nU enterprise. 

How 1 flighty lit thinn mfliietico with iiiOi 
Who hast wooed war on every buttlelield, 

Alike in the revenge for SijawuBh, 

And in the war agamsi Mazandartin! 

Thou bast lutrne travail too in coming hither, 

And faring by a route so arduous. 

1 joy exceedingly to look upon then 
Although T am concerned about Bfihan. 

I cannot bear to see thee in such grief. 

And rorlunc-atricfecn. As the RbAh comimvodeth 
In this his letter I will take the rood, 

And also out of my concern for thee 
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Will utiderUko tho matter of Bf^han, 

Will do my boat and, if All-holy Gkid 
Shall leave my txMly aDcl my soul together, 

I will not grudge Bf^Uan life, troops, and treasure. 

I gird mo ia OckI'b Btrength and by the fortune 
Of otir victorious worldlord. 1 will reBouo 
Bissbau from bondage and from darksome pit. 

And will ro-seat him on tho fainous daTfs. 

Abide with me three days in jcy^ quaff wtue. 

Be free from care, for no division parteth 
lily houHo from thine, and thou aod I are one 
In treasure. bouI. and body^" 

At his words 

Gfv sprang up, kissed his bands and head and feet, 

Applauded him, and said: ' ■ 0 man of tiamOp 
Endowed with strength and manhood, worth acid 
fortune 1 

Mayst thou havo evor thus the heart and strength 
Of alophants and archimages' prudence. 

Thou dost {)artake all exeolloncop and so 
Hast cleansed uiy hoart from rnfit." 

When Rustam saw 

Gfv^s heart content, and felt himKelf Jissuretl 
That all would turn out wcdl* he told his steward :— 

“ Set out tho board and call the ehiers aud sages.** 

Then Fanimar^c, Zawira, Zal, and Giv 
Sat at tho banquet of tho valiant ohtof 

Gup-beorors and musicians with their harps \\ 1105 

Came to the halt of jewelled tracory j 

The hirndtcs of tdie goblets blushod with wine, 

Tho harps descanted and the cups went rouncL 
Carousing thus m Hustfun's palace Glv 
Abode three days and made no haste to leave. 
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How Ruitajii raiw« Iw Khmr^a 

The fourth day they propwod lo go, ’twiis lune; 

So RuttHim bade to puck ihe loads and make 
All ready (or the journey to Itatt. 

While at his gato his noble horsoraeft gather^, 

Dight for the toaiL Ho came forth, mounted aakhsh, 
Girt up bis loins, put on a Bum an vest. 

And hung his grandsiro's mace beaida the saddle, 

Intent on feats of arms and strategy, 

Rflkhsh struck tho sky above him, but the head 
Of crowD-bestowiug Rustam topped the sun. 

They took their loads up, leaving Fariimarz 
Within ZAbiil. and Rustam, Gi'v, and troops— 

Picked ZabuWa. a hundred thousand strong— 

Set forth upon tho march toward IrAn; 

All hurried on with vengeanco in their hearts. 

When llnslam reached Iran, and when the throne 
Of Kai RhuBran was coming into sight, 

A sweet breeze wafted to him in its love 
An d gaiety the wekomc of tho sky. 

Then Gfv drew near to Biistam saying thus;— 

'* 'Tis tit that I go ftral and toll the Shah 

That matoUcas Kakhsh hath measured all the roail." 

Said Rustam: " Go rejoiciiyj. say to him 
‘ Be quit of thy dtalress.’ 

Wiieii Giv approadhocl 

The wyal piesenco with much praise and homage 

The Shah demanded: "Where was Rustam left? 

How have je sped ? ” , j t 

Gfv answered: '' Shah renowned 1 

Thy fortune bringeth all thinga to BueceBs. 

He disobeyed thee not, I found his heart 
Devoted to thee. When 1 gave tby letter 



KA! KHUSRAU 


137 


Ho proH^eil it to hia fac® and isyeSj and hitclied 
Jiis roina to min^ aa ahoiild a faithful lioge. 

1 havo pushed on that I niighi toll the 
That rpatohloe^ Rmtam ia upon the foad/' 

“Butr Khuarau, where bs that Prop of ehiolk,^ 

That Seed of loyalty ? Wo needs must honout 
One both so good and faithful/' 

Gfv replied :•— 

**Two stogea back; I came on tirst to toll tbec.^* 

Then Kai Khuariiu gavo onletis to the sageSp 
The royal princes, and the mighty men. 

To go forth with iha host to w'elceTjio Rustatn, 

Who came obedient to tho Sbah^s commands 
They toltl Giidar^ Eion of Kish wild, Farhad* 

And Tiis—chief of the utfepring of Naudar. 

Tlio mote part of the warriors and noblea, 

Mace-be 3 Lrer& and foe-slayers, then aroso 

Aad dight ihenuselvea to go and meet tho guest, ticij 

Aocurding to the usance of Kaus. 

The world was aanro-dim with horsemen^s dustp 
Tho standards flutieredp and the chargors neighed. 

When they drew near to Ku&lam they cJLsniounied 
And did obeisance. That chief paLulin, 

Alighting, groeietl all the votoronsp 

And asked about the Sluih and how things went 

Beneath resplendent sun and shining moon; 

Then swiftly the bright Azaigashasp 
The warriors Aiul llustatn all reraouiitcd. 

Ho c^m0 before that Shah, who loved his lieges. 

With measured tread and offered royerouce. 

For Twas his duty to revere EUid love^ 

Thou raised his headp gave praisup and said; “Bo 
thou 

Associate with the throne tliroughoiit thy years, 

Umiuifd himself be presont in this court. 

Bah man be guardian of thy tUroae and crow a. 
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Mi^y good ArtUbihisht, BiLbnini, and 
Watch ovcT tlioo^ and uiity Sbalirif endow thee 
With triiimph, fame, Gr^e, majesty, and jjrowess. 
Bo thlno own seotinol SapandiVrmad, 

May wisdom be the life of thy bright soul; 

May Dai and Farwaafdin blosa thee^ the door 
Of ill bo baTi^, and may make niglit 
As bright a^ day to thiae, thy self rejoice. 

Thy crown illumo the world, and may Abm 
Make all thino undertakings glorious; 

Be turning hoavon before thee as a slave. 

And may Murdad protect thy flocks and herds 
Be ever glad in person and La fortune, 

. 1 loS May ancestor and issue amile on theo, 

And may Khurdad spread joy o’er held and fell.'* 
When Rustam standing there had offered praise 
The king of kings accord e<l him a seat 
Upon the throne, and said: Then art well come; 
Far bo the btmd of evil from thy life. 

Thou art the paladin of this world's iCaiana, 

Who readest others but art read of none, 

The Kaian^' choice, the backbone of the hostt 
The warden of Iran, the army's refuge. 

Thou bast rejoiced mo by the sight of thee, 

Who art so vigilant and worfihipful - 
Zawara, Faramarz, and Zal—are they 
Hale, happy, and content ? 

And Rustam answered, 
Descending from the throne and kissing it:— 

O Shflh most honoured and of sleepless fortune! 
Thereby all three are well and happy; blest 
Indeed is ho whom thou reinembereet." 
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How Kai KhitMratt held Fauii mlh th^ P^tuiins 

Tho ijhambarkip lb row wide tbo garden-gatOp 
And jiiAil 0 all madj for a royal lo^cl. 

Ho gftTo comraand to sot the goldan orown 
And tbrono beneatb a bower that scattered rosaSp 
And bvid down courl^brocatlQ o'er all tho pleosancOp 
Which shone "twero a lamp. They had a treo 
Sot tip above the Sbib's throne to eiiabodow 
iL and the orowm The mm thereof was ailTori 
The branches were of gold and jewelry^ 

The jewels manifold and clustering. 

The leaves of emeralds and caruelianSp 
And friiifc hung down, like earrings, from the hooghfl* 
The fruits were golden oranges and quinces 
Al l hollow and all perforate like reodsp 
And charged with musk worked up with wine that 
when 

The Sh^h set any one upon the throne 

The breeze might shower musk on him; such showora 

Descended on the Shah what tiina he catiiep 

And took bis seat upon the throne of gold- 

AU the cup-bearers wearing coronets 

Of jewels, gold hrocadoi and robes of ChXOp 

With torques and earrings, sIockI before the throne. 

All clad in gold* All hearts were full of mirth* 

The wine was in their hands, their checks were Bushed, 
Though no one wtis bemused, like eerciB-bloom« 

Or like brocade of Chin* The aloe-wood 
Burned and the harps descanted. Then the ^hdh 
Gave orders to the chamberlain on duty. 

And said i “Call Tda, Gddaras, and all the chiefs,’" 

He ordered RusUm to approach the throne. 

And sit with him beneath the tree. He said 
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"Thou happy bond ’twiil fortune aud oiireolvefiJ 

Thou art a shiald betwixl fnin and iU 

For ayo wilh outitraichod wings Uka the Sfmurgh, 

And oft hast tojlod for country and for king. 

Thoii knowest how the c»flf6pnii|f of Giidar!! 

In peftoo and war, in protit and in lose, 

Stand in my presonca witli their loins girt up, 

And always are my guides to what is good, 

While, more than all, Glv shioldod me from harm. 

Such grief ne’er came before upon this house 
(What greater sorrow than to lose a son 1) 

And weft thou not to undertake the task 
1 8oe none other helper hi tho world. 

Now remedy this matter of Bizhan's, 

Who bath been ill-entreated by Thnin, 

And take of eteeds and armour, men and treasure, 
Whato’er is needed. Think it not a toil. 

WhonKustntu hoard he kissed the ground, sprang np, 
And blessed the Shih : " O thou falr-fanied,'' he said, 

'■ Who like tho sun art potoul every where 1 
iiio Be greed and w'ratb and need afar from thee. 

And may thy foe's heart bum and agonia®. 

Thou art Shah. lord, and chief above all kings. 

And monarchs are tho dust upon thy foot. 

The throne, the bright sun, and the shining moon 
Have never looked ou such another ShAh. 

Thou hast discerneil between the good and bad, ^ 

And bound tho Dragon with thy charms and chaius. 
My tnotlicr gave me birth to toil for thee , 

Thine own part is enjoyment and ropose. 

I am obedient to the ShiVh's commands. 

And go where thou shall bid. By royal Grace. 

And by my massive mace, 1 plucked the heart 
Out of the dlvs erst in Shlssondanlu j 
iTfin so for Gfv sake, though the sky should rain 
Fire on my head, I will not heed and, though 
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The Bpear-points reach the ef mine ejen, 

[ will i^ot turn rom froiu KhuBrau's beh^^tt 
But by’ thy Gr^oe will coznpiiss this Ac^hiuvomentp 
And ftsk for ucitber chief nor warn am*" 

When RuBtatu had thus said, Giidarz and Giv 
With FarfburK, Farliiid^ the brave Shepilr, 

And other chiefs, iovokod on him God*s bluing. 
They took the cup and, pledging Z4kl and Rustam^ 
UccaiDo bemuBcd with wine. Thus revelling 
The Shah oped festively the door of spring. 
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imaft far Gur^in to /Ae 

Gurgin heard bruit of Riislam andp aware 
That thus a key to loose his grief had come, 
Diapatchod this tiiessago: ^ Man of fortune, GmcOi 
And fame, thou Tree of greatness, loyalty. 

And treasure. Gate of noble men and Bond 
Of bale t if words of mine atHicl thee not 
I will ofldreaa thee touching what I did. 

Mark the behaviour of this hump-hacked sky 
In quenching wantonly the light within me. 

And pointing out to me the path of darkness! 

'Twas written thus, and what hath hceii hath tteen.^ 

[ will lie down in firo before the Shah 
If I m&y find forgiveness; all b over 
With my hoar head If ray good name be lost; 

So, if thou wilt plead for rne, 1 ’will go, 

Swift as a iuouJitara-slieep+ along with thee, 

And w^allow in the dust before Bi'zhan 
If I may win tnrae unstained honour b^^ck.“ 

When Rustain heard ha heaved a deep, cold aighj 
The angui^ shown ajid measage i> 0 nt perturbed him) 
Ha grieved at that request so fondly urged. 
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And bade the eavoj: " Go, rttum, and aaj:- 
‘ Inatsnsiito wretab i bast beard not wh^ the leopard 
Said by the deep stream to the otocoddfl :— 

If paasion gain the up[wr band of 
Then nobody will 'scape the clutch of it" f 
The sage that quellctb passion bath a record 
As of a noble Lion; thine hath been 
An ancient fox's, yet thou didst o'erlook 
The snare 1 1 fibonld not grant thy fn^tic wish 
That 1 ahoidd bring thy name before Khusraii, 

Yet. since I see thee in such straitB and all 
Coafonndod. 1 wiU ask him to forgive thee 
And lighten thy dark meton. Then, if Bfsthan 
By Gkd the Ruler of the world’s command 
Escape, thou wilt be freed and save thy life 
Fwm Gfv"a revenge. Should heaven will otherwise 
Deem life and person os unwortb thy love. 

First will I go forth on my quest and vengcfVil 
[n God's strength at the bidding of the Sbilh, 

V, t j I s Bat if I fail that man of prowess Gfv 

Will then tako wreak on thee for hia brave son. 

TbuA passjod a iiigbt and day, and Rii»ttnn spakft 
Maught to the Bbiih, but when upon the morrow 
Tho SUD displayed its crown and took its seal 
Upon its silvcr-shoemiig ivory throne, 

Came Rustam flying unto K.ai Khusrau 
To ask a boon of ibat victorious ShAh 

While speaking of Guigin, his fftllan fortime, ^ 

And wretched pUght. The iihAh said : - CbiefUm 

minet i. ■ t. 

Thou wouldst thoQ break my bonds and break with me. 

Because i swore by tbrene. crown. Mam, and Venus, 
And sun and moon! * Gurgfn shall see but ill ^ 

From mo unless Bixban be freed from bondage.' 
Excepting this ivsk of me what thou will 
Of swords and sigDel-rings. of thrones anti crowns." 
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He answered t " Virtuous and futnouB prince! 

If he intended liarm be suffereth, 

Anfl b prepare^i tP offer up bis life; 

But if the Shah will not forgive him tiist 
He will be outcoiit froni the Faith and honour. 
Whoever tnmeth from the way of wisdom 
Will writhe for his ill-iloinpr at the Ijast. 

A^onohsftfe to cdl to mind Gurgin's exploits, 

How ho hath laken part in ever)' light, 

And boon a champion with thine aneoBtorfli; 

If for my sake the Slbh will pardon him 
Hia fortunes may bo somewhat brightened jet,” 
Tlio Shah, that Rustam might not plead in vam. 
Released Gurgfn from gloomy pit and chain. 
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Bow liwiiitJA Aw Ei^ 

The Shah asked Riiatam i ” Wlien wilt thou depart 
For this campaign t Demand whatever thou wilt— 
Troops, treaaure, and ooippanions for the journey* 
Malevolonl AfrAsiyub, I fear mOt 
Will not long spare Bfzhan* The king is headstrongr 
And the injurious Div* who taught him msgiOr 
Anon will turn hb heart aside and prompt him 
To slay ont swordsioan." 

Rustam thus replied:— 

" I will achiavei this enterprise by stealth, 

For only craft will loosen such a coiL 
We must not give occasion for alarm, 

But set olT in the gube of merchaminen. 

And tarty for a while within TurAn, 

This is ft ease for drawing in the rein. 

And not a time for itmces. (rwords. and Hpar-poinU. 

I shall require much silverj gold, and gems; 
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We Start in hope but wo shall stay in fear, 

1 shall need garineniB too and carpotinga 
For giving prosotits and aa tn orphan ciiaa" 

On hearing Rustam's words Khuisnvu oouimanded 
His troaauror to bring him whatsoever 
His uiioLsttir direotofl from tho hoards 
Laid up of yore, Tho reyal treasurer 
Undid tho purses and bestrewed the throne 
With jewels and tllniiia Came matehloss Rustam, 
InspooUKl all. and chose whato'or was noetled, 

He took ten camel-burdens of dfnars. 

Five score of other ware; ha noat cotiimanded 
The chaiul>erlain: “Chooseout a thousand horse. 
Soma of tho proud and noblo lion-men 
Must also gird theinflolves—Gnigin and ^anga, 

The son of Shiiwariln, next Gnstaharo, 

Tho Falchion of tha bravo, and fourth Gnnissa, 

The sentinel of warriors, throne, and crown, 

V, t ir 4 To lead the host, Ruhhiim. Farhad, two men 
Of valour, and Ash hash that lion-hero. 

These seven warriors must make them ready 
To overlook the escort and the goods." 

These, every one in his allotted part. 

Vied in thair preparations for the start. 
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ffou Butliuti tfwi/ to Hit Viit/ of Khtdm to Pirdtt 
Then Rustam bade.thoBo chieftains, those mace- 
wioIdei^H 

Those dealers out of death, to gird themselves 

At dawn what tiino the odioer on dvity 

Came to tho gate. At daybreak, when the cock crew, 

They bound tho drums upon the elephants. 

While Rustam cauio forth like o lofty cypress, 
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in hLs hand and lo^ on hi^ ^Idk. 

Ho loft the royal portal with his troopti. 

And called down blessings on the knd. The chiefs 
Went first, the soldiors followed, and all lock 
Their Uvea in hand, their guides were speant and 
arrows, 

And every hand bad hcen imbrued in blood. 

When Bos tain reached the marches of TurAn 
Ho picked out all the chiefst then bade the troops:— 

Abide here clioerfullj, move not unless 
AlUholy Gtxi deprive me of my lifo* 

Be dight for battle and prepared for bloodshed.'^ 

Thus in those luarehe:^ of fnin he left them, 

Aod went, ho and the ehlofe. towards TilnilL 

Ho dofibd his mail and donned a merchant’s droas^ v. 1115 

The warriors undid their silver girdles, 

And he arrayed thorn all in woollen robes. 

They fared towjird TiiHin—a caravan 

All scent and colour. There were eight fine steeds. 

One Rakhsh, the atlicrs wore the warriors" mounts. 

Ten camels bearing bales of je welry. 

And five score bearing soldiers* uoiforma. 

The waste rang liko tha horn of Tahmdras 
With beUft and sshouting. Rustam journeyed on 
Until he rtachod the city of Pinln, 

For there was one in those Tilraaiaii marehea 
Belonging to that ehiefi but ho himself 
Was at the chase; his palace was unguarded. 

Now when ho came l>ack from the huntmg-fiold 
The rnatcbleas Rustam saw him on the road, 

Aod having covered over with brocade 
A golden goblet filled with preciouJi stones 
Gave it and therowitbal two splendid steeds. 

With saddles made of gold adomed with jewoU, 

To the Attendants, and preceding them 
Strode to PfrAn's throne swiftly, did oticiBanco, 
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And said : “ 0 prince wt&w fortune wid wbose prowess 
Are famous in Irin and in Tdrsin 1 
Thy Grace and crown aro pcetliiss, for thou art 
King's inmister and glory of the throne," 

PirAn so God ordained it, knew not Ruslaui, 

But questioned him and said; *■ Whonco art thouf 

8poak! „ 

What mao art thou and wherefore hast thou oonns ^ 

He said: '* I ain thy subject. God assigned me 
A cistern in thy city. I haro roeasurod 
A long and giiovous journey from Irto 
V- tii6 To traffic in TdrAn. I sell end buy. 

And deal in eTory sort of merchandise. 

Sly soul hath good assurance of thy Iotc, 

Such was the power of hope within my heart! 

If now the paladin wQl take mo ’iieelh 
His wing I will buy cattle and sell jewels. 

Through thy just dealing none will do mo hurt. 

The olood-rach of thy lo™ rain gems upon mo" 

Then Rustam offtared him before the lords 
The cup of royal gems, and splendid Arabs 
With coats too Blaok to hold the wind- borne dust. 

This wealth with many a blessing Rustam gave, 

And fairly clinched the matter. When Pfrau 
Beheld the jewels in the brilliant cup 
He praised and woloomed Ruatani, sealing him 
U]>on the turquoise throne, and said: " Depart 
Content and enter w'ith all confidence, 

For I will lodge thee near me; at ease 
About thy goods, thou bast no fooman here. 

Go fetch thy wares, sack buyei® on all sides. 

Make my son's house thy home, and be to me 
As 'twero a kinsman.” 

Rustam answered thus:— 

" I will abide here with my caravan, 

O paladin 1 What goods I have are thine, 
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Anil be tvell whh where 1 muy^ 

But la that I hava jawok of aU kmdis. 

And muBt not lose one, by thy coaquqriufr fortune 
Wo will remaia outside in great content/^ 

Pi'rHn replied: ** Go then and ehooBo thy ptaca^ 

And I will 6 tat ion guardM for thy defenco.*^ 

So Bustam ohose a bouBo, appointed it^ 

And filled the warehoUBO with Mb goods and pack^. 
News spread: ** A CDratnn out of Iran 
Hath visited tho aolilo paladin/^ 

And buyers everywhere pricked up their oars 
Wien tidings reached theni of those jeweJ-morchants. 
Thoso that would buy broo&de or stuffs or gems 
Departed toward the court^gate of Pinin, 

And when the aun arose tho world to grace 
Tho vrarehoufie had become a market-place. 
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Jlovt JilanUia mm& 

Manizhii heard and burried to the city; 

Bare-beaded^ weeping bitterlyp slio came— 

That daughter of Mn^iyab—Ui KuNLamp 
AndK wiping from her lashes wilh her sleeve 
The tears of bloody blessed, greobeil him, and said:— 
Enjo/st ibou life and wealth 7 God grant that thou 
Mayst ne'er havo reason to repeat thy toih* 

May heaven perform thy will, the evil eye 
Not harm thee, and since thou hast heart of hope 
May ibis thy travail not result in loss* 

May wisdom over bo thy moaitor^ 

And may ir4n be blessed ami fortunate. 

What knoVst thou of the warriors of t he Sh&li, 

Of GfVp Giidara, and tho Iranian host 7 
Have tidiDga of Bi^han not reached Inin ? 
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Will not tis auppUeationB aught aviul. 

That such ft youth—ft Gcion of Gudar?:— 

May he released frew irena f His feot are gftll<d 
With fetteift and hu hands with blacksmiths’ rivets! 

He hath been droned in chains, made fast in bondB l 
Poor wretch t Ms obtheti are soaked in his own blood I 
I get no rest myself for I must beg. 

His lamentations fill mine eyes with tears." 

V. ttis Then Ruslani in alotin roared out at her, 

And dravo her forth. “ Be offl" be orietL “1 know not 
Khusrau or thia young chief. I have no tidinga 
About Gndarz and Giv, and thou hast chattered 
wii,& awetyn” 

Icjokwl at Ruatnni* 

Wept bitterly, and showered tears of blood 
Upon her bosom in her wretchedness. 

She said to hini; " O okieftain full of wisdom 1 
Such heartless words os these become thee not. 

Drive me not from thee if thou wQt not talk. 

For 1 om atrioken to the heart with anguish. 

Is it indeed the custom of Iran 
To tell the poor no news ?" 

He answer^ thus:— 

■' Whftt ailed thee, woman, then ? Did Ahriman 
•Give ihee a foretaste of the Day of Doom I 
Then didst prevent my trafficking, and therefore 
I rated thee; but do not lake to heart 
My hagtin ofiB , my theughts were on my trade. 

Brides I have no home within the land 

Of Kni Khusrftu, I know naught of Gddsrz 

And Gfv, and ne’er have travelled in those marches." 

Ho bade to give the mondieant such food 
As was at band, then questioned her at large;— 

■' \Vhy is^t that fortune is so dark with thoo ? 

Why ask about the Shah’s throne and iron? 

Why look upon the mad that loadath thither ?" 
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She said to him: “ Why ask ahou!. my case^ 

My travail, imd my trouble f From the mouth 
Of yoDdor pit have I with acliiiig heart 
Made baste to ihee, O noblo man! to ask 
Tho lat^t nows of Gfv and of Gudar^, 

Tho warrioi^, luid tbon didst lihout at tna 
An fightoTS about 1 Fear'st not the Judge of all t 
Tho daughter of Afnisijiib am I— 

Martfzha. Never had tho beheld 
My form unvoiled^ but now with eyes all blood, 

And hefLTi all pain, with sallow ebeeks I roam 
From door to door and gather barley bread, V* 1119 

So hath God wiilecl I Can fortuno he more 
WTetohed f 

Ob I that Almighty God would end it for mCt 
Because resouiceleas and in yoa deep pit 
Bi^han beholdeth neither night nor day. 

Nor film nor moon, but yoked and riveted 
In heavy bonds is praying God for death. 

Hcnoo are my griefs redoubled, hence those tears. 

Thou mayst, if thou art journeying to Iran. 

Hoar of Ghdar;; son of Kishwad, or see 
About the eourt-gate Glv or gallant Rustuui; 

Then my i ' Bizhan is in a pit and, save 
Thou oomost quickly* all h over with hinu 
If thou would&t look upon him tarry not, 

For iron is l«low hisn, stone above/ " 

Thus Rustam answered bor: “ O fair of face 1 
Why rain these tears of love? Why not invite 
Thy nobles' interoession with thy fiirof 
He may be pitifulp his blood may stir* 

His liver bum; but for my fesir of him 
I would have furnished thee with countless things.” 

Thfifi said ho to tho cooks: “ Bring forth for her 
Of every kind of vietual tliat she ncedeth."'^ 

Ho l>ado them fetch a bird hot from the spit. 
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And, as he wrapped it in soft bread,^ slipped in, 
As with a ffliiy 's tottch^ his signot-ring, 

And said: Convey tins tQ yon pit. A gmd^ 
Art thou to those who have no holp boeide.'' 
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Hoif Bizhan ft w*/ 0/ the Coming qf } 

V. 111& Mauissba came back to the pit’s mouth, running, 

The food wnippetl hi u cloth tissjjod to her breast, 

And gave all to Bfichan# He saw iLinassed, 

Called to the sim* faced damsel from the pit, 

And said: Wliere didst thou get the food, my love I 
That thou hast speeded thus ? How miicli of toil v 

And hardship bath hefalleu tbco^ and all ^ 

On mine account, my love and siiccourer I 1 

Manizha snswerod: " From a carAvan. J 

A merchantman—a man posseissed of wealth— Ij 

Came lutber from Irrin in search of gain, 

With morchandiso of all kinds great and siuaU— * 

A holy man cf Grace and understanding, J 

Who bringetli many jewels of all sorts. 

He is a man of might and open heart, ^ 

Anri bath put up a booth beforo his housej ^ 

He gave to mo the cloth just as it b : [ 

* Fray for me to the Maker/ wore bis wprqia. 

' Go to the dungeon to the man in bonds, 

And take from time to time what he may need/ '* \ 

Bbhan with hope amid bis fears unrolled 
The good bread, in peqjlexity began 3 

To eat, observed the ring, and read the name, Vf 

Then burst eut Laughing in his joy and wonder. 

It was a turquoise ring with Bustam ” graven 

> Bimd in Fenu ELanallj k mw^lA ap into tEexfilulfl loaves about one * 

foot two- dr ihrue fedEi loug, a&O ludi as Inch tlil^ 
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Fioe UA ik hftii- tht^rcoa. belioldiiig 

The fruit upon ilia triee of fnithfiilnoss, 

Aii[] wottiog thiil tha key to Loosa hU sorrow 
Had come^ laugliad out and that right royally,, 

So that tha i^ouDd was heard outsido tha pit. 

Manlzba marvelled whoQ she heard him laugh 
Frrjni that darfdungcqo fattorc^l as he was, 

Aud said: ^‘Tha mad will laugh at their own acUT' 

She paused iu sheer amazeineDt^ then she said 
0 destined to high fortuue [ why this laughter I 
VV^hy laugh, for thou disoani''Bt not night from day! 
\VTiftt is the mystery ? Kevaal it 3 Tall me 1 
Doth bettor fortune show thee eountonanca 
Ufzhan replietl to her: 1 am In hope 

That fortune will undo thwgrievous coil. 

Now' if with me thou wilt not break thy faith, 

And make a covenant with rao by oath, 

I w'iH revcEd the matter every whit, 

Fur ' though for fear of hiirm one go about 
To sow up women's lips the words will out/" 

Manf:dia hearing this wept bitterly;— 

What hath malicious fortune brought," she said, 

Upon me ? Woe is me 3 My day is donOr 
My heart is stricken, and mine eyes oVfluw I 
1 gave Bizhan my heart and home and wealth, 

And now ho treateth mo with sueh distrust I 
My father and my kin abandoned me, 

I run about unveiled before the folk, 

I gave withal my treasures up to spolh 
My crown, dfn^, anil joauls, everj^ wlnt* 

1 did hope in Efzhan but hoiw no more. 

My world is darkened and mine oj'cs are dlui, 

For ho conoeoleth secrets tlius from mOn 
But Thou dost know me better, O my God F' 

Blzhau replied« " Tis true. Thou host lost all 
For me, and I" he added, needs miiit tell thee, 
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O my tHjloTifd umte atid comrade I 

Tis fit tliou couDsol im in ^ill, my braiti 
Is void througb sufforing, »□ know llmi Ue— 

Tho juwcil-inorcliant^ ho whoso oook provldod 
Tlio dainty meal for thee—came to Tdnin 
On mine account, for eUe he had no need 
Of gems, TJie Maker pitied and I ■ 

Perchance shall eee earth's brood expansOp This mnu 
Will free me from these longsome griefs and thee 
From plodding to and fro in heat and aDguiah. 

Do thou draw near and say to him in private t — 

“ 0 thou the paladin of this world's KaJans, 

1133 AUbctionate of heart and good at need j 

Inform me if thou art the lord of Rakhsb T ^ ” 

Manizha left the forest like tho wind. 

Ami gave the message. Rustam heaticig her. 

Who from afar had come to him for help^ 

Knew that Bfsthan had made the secret known 
To that sUni Cypress with the rosy cheeks. 

He pitied her and said: My Fair 1 may God 
Ne'er take away from thee Rfdian's dovotjom 
What toils must thou have borne these many days 
That thou hast grown so woe-begone with care E 
Tell b ini: " Yea E God who bearetb cries for holp 
Hath given unto thee the lord of Rakhsb, 

Who from Zcibul (ninwortk from Inin 
Ttiranward^ trod tho weary way for thee.' 

When thou hast said tkis keep the matter secret. 

And give good car at night to any sound. 

Collect dry fuel from tho wochI to-day 
And, when night comcth« set the pile ablas'c 
To guide me to the opening of the pit.*^ * 

Manfrha, joyfril at the w^ords and freed 
From trail bio, hastened to the mounlain^top, 

Where in the pit hor lover was confined. 

i Line toifirtal from 
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And smds “1 bairo i^p^Atcd nil tby □i^^ssoga 

To that iUuslrLOiu^, gloriGUB one wboso BtepB 
Are bte^od. Ho aoEwerod: ' I indeed am he. 
Whoso namtii imJ sign are asked for by Btzbeti. 

0 thou who goofit with a heart so seared, 

And woshoat l>oth thy oboeka wLth tOitrs of blood I 
Say; '• Wo are dappled liko a part! with galk 
On handK and girdloslead on thine account. 

And DOW that wo have ceitain news of thee 
Thou ehelt behold our deadly falchiDn's point, 
Now will I rend the earth beneath mj gro^pp 
And fling that seated bouider to ilia sky," ' 

Ho said to me: * As soon as hoaTon k dark. 

And night free<i from the eUitchost of tho sun, 

Sflt thou a dro, as 'twero a mount, ablate, 

And make it bright as day about the pit, 

To guide mo on the roatU " 

Bisthan rejoiced, 

Altbongh a prisoner stUh *w^d, looking up 
To Him, tho Almighty Maker of the world. 

Said : " 0 compassiDnato and holy Judge I 
Thou art my Holper out of every ill 
Pierce with Thy shaft my fcMsnian's heart and 
soul 

Now do me right on him that did the wrong; 
Thou knoweat aU my sorrows, paioi and griol 
Perchance I may regam my native land. 

And leave behind me this malignant star I 
And thoUp my toil-worn matOp thou who hast made 
Life, body, heart, and gooda a sacriheo 
For mOp and in thy toil on my behalf 
Hast counted every trouble as a joy. 

Hast given up tho crovrn and throno and girdle, 
Thy parents and thy kindred and tby treasure 1 
If I do but eacape this Dn^i^on’a elutcb. 

While I am atiU within the time of youth. 
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1, like the devotees who worship Gofl, 

Will riin toward thee with niino arms outstretched, 

And, Hkfi a serwitor before a king, 

Gird up my loins to make thee fair retwni. 

Bear yet this toil, thy guerdon shall be great 
In gcK>dE and treosutep" 

Birddiko to the boughs 

She fiow for wood, with onus full watched the sun. 

And thought: “Ohl whou will night rise o'er the 
hills!" 

When Hoi hod vanished and dark night had led 
Its army o*er the moimtain'tops wlmt time 
The world, its features hidden, taketh rest, 
lilanfzha went and set a-blazo a fire, 

That soorohed the eye of pitch-black night, and listened 

To hear the clanging of the kottlodrum 

Which told that Rakhsb the brazen-hoofed had come. 
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ZTcar JiHttam took Bishim out 0 / Fii 

V. 1114 Then Kustaio buckled on hLs Kilman mail, 

With prayers for auccour and support to Him, 

Who ifi the Lord of fliin and moon, and said:— 

Oh 1 may the eyes of evil men bo blinded. 

And may I have the Etrengih to save Bighan,'* 

At bis eotntuand the warriors ^t themselves 
with girdles of revenge, put on their steeds 
The poplar soddlos, and prepared for coiuba^iS 
Then matchless Rustam led them toward the fire. 
Wbon he approached the boulder of Akwan, 
Approached that pit of sorrow^ smart, and anguish, 
Dismount," he told the seven warriors, 

'■ And strive to clear the pit's mouth of the stone." 
They strove in vain and sorely galled their hands. 
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Nawr while th^ir swiiat rao, for the stbae stood slillp 
The lien-dhief alighted, hitolied his skirt 
Of mad beneath bia belt and, asking Ktrongth 
From God its source, grasped, raised, and hurled the 
boulder 

Back to the forest of the land of Chin * 

Earth shook thereat. Then asked he of His^han 

With lamentable erics; ** How earnest thou , 

To such a luckless plight I Thy portioD here 
Was wont to be all sweetness; why hast thou 
Eecoived then from the world a cup of poison ? 

Eizhan replied; " How faml the paladin 
Upon the way t Thy greeting reached mme ear. 

And this world's poiaon was mode sweet to me^ 

Such as thou seest is mj dweliing-plaec, *i3S 

Mine earth is iron and my heaTcn atone, 

While through exceeding anguish^ hardship, sorrow. 

And toil I have renounc^ this Wayside Inn."' 

Said Rustam: “ God had pity on thy lifCp 
And now, O man wise and inagnaniinous i 
There is one thing that I desire of thos: 

Grant pardon to Gurgfn fion of ilflad 

For my sake, putting from theo bate and malice.' 

He answered; "0 my friends how shouldst thou 
know 

What conflicts have Ifeon mine f And knowst thou not, 

0 noble lion-man ] that which Gui^n 

Hath done to me ? If I l>ehold him ever 

My vengeance shall bring Doomsday down on him» 

If ihou show'st malice and wilt not attend 
To what I say/' said Bustam, " 1 will leave iheo 
Bound in the pit, mid mount, and hie me home,'' 

When Rustaui's answer reached the captive's ear 
A wail went up from that strait prison-house 
As he replied : ^"Tho wretchedcst am I 
Of warriors, of my kindred, and my people 1 
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l iniifit put up lo-day too with the wrong— 

The great wrong—which Gurgen hath clone to tne I 
Yea 1 will do $o and will bo content; 

My heart shall rest from taking voi^oanco on him.'^ 

Then Rustam let hie Laaso down tho pit^ 

And drew up thus tti 3 sh&n with fettered feet. 

With naked body, with long hflir and uails^ 

* And wasted by atHiottoag paiDp and want, 

Hhi form blood-bolteredp and his visage wan 
By reason of those bondK and rusty fetters^ 

Now Rustam cried alotid when he beheld 
Bfjdian with body hidden by the iron. 

And putting forth his bands he snapped the chains 
And bondsj and freed Bi^^han from ring ancl fetter^ 

Tliey went toward Rustam's house; on one side of him 
Bizhan nwie, on tho other side Mani7.ha. 

V. iiafi xiie ycnthfii] pair sat in their sorry plight, 

And told their story to the paladim 
Then Rustam bade them kiihe the young man*fl head. 
And clothed him in new robes. When afterward 
Gurgin apprtjaGhed and. prone upon tho ciust. 

Sought to excuse his e^'il deeds, and writhed 
For words so ilhadyiiiod, Bikhan condoned 
The meatier. Then they loaded up the oameisp 
And put the saddles on tho steodSp while Rustimi 
Assumed his favourite mail and mounted Rakhsh. 

The w arriors drew forth their sciiuitatw 
And massive maces, sent the baggage on. 

And dight themselves for strife. Aahkaah the shrewd^ 
The arAiy s Ear—weivt with the baggage-train. 

Then mAtchlGss Rustam bade Bizhan; " Awayp 
And journey with Manfaba and Ashkaab, 

For in my vengeauct? on Afrasiyah 
To-n^ht I shall not ealp repoae, or sleep. 

Now w^ll 1 do such exploits at his gate 
That on the morn his troops shall laugh at him. 
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Thou hast endured enough with bonds and pil. 

And shouldst not share the fight*" 

Bfsshansaid: *'Naj^ 
[ lead Einoe yo for me renew the fmy."' 
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Hoit /iu*tam aitacltfd the Pai&rt of Afii^i/dh Ay Night 

The baggage thus ronaignetl to shrewd Aehkaah, 

The seven warriors set forth with Rustam. 

With bridles on their satldb-hows they drew 
The sword of vengeanco. While jiLl slept within 
Hg reivched the court-gate of Afnisijab, 

Andf breaking with hia bands l>otb boU and baitr, 
Fierce as a Uon flung himself iusidaK 
In OTory quarter sounds of tumult rose^ 

Swords glittered, arrows rained, tho chieftains* heads 
Wera all struck off, their hands wore filled with dust, 
Thoir mouths with blood, wbUc Rustam in the jwreh 
Cried z ** Ma 3 ' awoet sleep distaste thco I her thy bed 
Thou hadet a throne, Bjzhan had hut a pit. 

Didst aeo an iron wall between ua ? I 
Am Sustain of Zubul, the son of Ziil, 

And 'tia no season this for sleep and couching^ 

I have burst through thy prison, door and bar. 

Whore that huge boulder stcKkd on guard for thee, 
Bfsshan is free both head and foot from boada: 

Lot no one thus maltjeat a son-in-law 1 
Of fighting and revenge for SiyawuRh, 

And dust from Rakhsh's feet upon the plain. 

Thou hadst enough yot fain wouldst slay Bf^hwi I 
1 know thy wicked heart and drowsy hi^ad.” 

Bi zhaa too cried: Denso and mfllignant Turkman I 
Bethink thee of yon throne, thy glorious seat* 

And me withal that stood in chains before theei, 
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1 cb^lctigfid coin but liiopiirtl-likB, but thou 
Diilat bind my hmids together firm us rock. 

Xdw Bee me free upon the plain—a man 
Whom Kiivage lions will not seek to fight," 

V, 11 jS Afnisiyiib AXclaiTned: ■' Hath slacp enfeltorsd 

My warriors t Cut off t hese uian’s retraat. 

All yo who seek a aiguat or a crown 1 ” 

On nil sides was the sound of hurried stops, 

Tho bloodshed made a river at the gate, 

And when a soldior of TiirAn appesiirod 
Hia place was void forthwith. Tlie franiaiis 
Came seeking vengeance, hut Afra-siyilb 
Kscaped by flight. The lor<l of Ihikhsh rode in 
Upon tho carpets of brocade. Tho warriors 
Took tho fair shivos who caught them by the hand 
Took too the noble steeds with poplar saddles. 
Whose flaps of jwird-skin were beset with gema, 
Then loft tho royal palace, packed the baggage, 
And Btiiyed not in Tdran hut hastened on 
To fiave tho booty and avoid mishap. 

15o spent was Rustam that he scarce endured 
His hcliuet, while the horses and thoir ridora 
Had no pnhiO left. He sent to hid the host 
" UnshoBtho your vengefnl scimitars; no doubt 
The earth will bo liedimmed by horaos' hoofis, 
BecauHs Afrasiyiib will gather him 
A mighty host whose spears will veil the sun." 

They marched along, those warlike cavaliors, 

All ready for tho fray, with sharpened lances 
And reins well gathered in. A scont ascended 
The look-out and from far surveyed the route 
Whereby the Turkman cevaliois would come. 
Manfiiha then was sitting in her tent; 

Before her were her handmaids and her guide, 

V. tiaf And matchless Rmstam spoko to hor this saw: 

“ If musk be pourt^d away the scont will stay,” 
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Such is the fasbiou of this \VftjnidB lau* 

Wliilcs sweets imd smiles, whiles imvail ond chogrla 1 
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/fow A/rdtiifiih leeat fu with Itmtam 

When Sol rose o’er tho hilb the Turkman horsemoii 
Prepared to mercli. The city was astir, 

A ad, thou hailsi said, a deafenkig elamour rose. 

Before the courl-gftto of Afnisiyiib 
Tho troops roruicil nmk, the great nien loosed their 
loins, 

And bowed ihcir heads in dust before tho king. 
Exclaiming: " Things with us have paused all beuntb! 
What must be done f This business of Bizban 
Will bo ft lasting stigma, the ininiacs 
Will call us men uti moroj, but women armed “ 

Thereat Afnisiyiib raged like a paid, 

And bade them fight for shame. He bode Pinin 
To bind the tymbals on, ond thus he said 
•< This flouting from Ir&n is ovor-maoh!" 

The brass blared at the court-gate of tho king. 

The troops were all in motion in Tiirnn. 

Tho warriors ranted themselves before the palace, 
Arose tho din of trump and Indian bell. 

And to the frontier from Tiiriin a host 
Miirched that left earth no surface save the sea. 

Now when tho ininian watchman from tho look-out 
y*w earth heave ocean-liko he cimio to Ruslam, 

And said: ” Make ready, for the world is black 
With dust of horsemen I” 

Rustam made reply 
« We fear not, we will strew it on their bands.'’ 

Ho loft Manfzba with tho baggage, donned 
His battle-iniul. went to a height, observed 
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Tho fon ftncl rtiared out like a BUTage lioa. 

Tli&t galloiit horse man spake a proverb, saying:— 

■' What doth a foi weigh in a lion's daws? " 

'riien to his valiant warriors he shoutod:— 

" The wage of war confronteth iia lo-day. 

Where are the swords and iron-piercing darts ? 
Where are the ox-head macee and tho spears ? 

Now is the season to display your prowess, 

And rank yourselves upon the battlehold,” 

Anon arose a sound of clanons. 

While matchless Riistam mounted Rakhsh and led 
Hifl army plainward from the height-s what lime 
Tho foe was scon approaching,^ Both the hosts 
Deploywl upon that broad expanse and formed 
Two camps em panoplied. Then Rustam ohose 
His battle-ground, whereat the vrorld grew black 
With horse-raised dust. Ashkafih and Gustaham 
Were on the right with many cavaliers^ 

Upon tho loft were i^anga and Rubluim. 

All rose superior to that oonflict, Rustam, 

The warriora’ warden and the host's support. 

Was at the centre with Bi^ihan the son 
Of Giv. Behind the host was -Mount Biatun. 

In front a cilAcld of scimitars. 

Afrasiyab, when he bob eld that host, 

With Rustam wlio wut seen oommandtng it. 

In dudgeon donned his ariiiour for the battle. 

And bade bis troops to halt. He drew them up 
In due array against the Joe. The earth 
Wfl 3 hidden and the ak like indigo. 

Tho left wing ho intrusted to Pfrin, 

While brave Human departed to the tight; 

The centre he oonslgned to Garsfwaz 
And Shfda; he himself o'crlooked tho whole. 

I aUtolEAt qnfl Vurtti^ cyl fttni la d4flll rfr 
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The Kiistam wcDt about the host. 

And seemed a sable niouutuin in hb maiL 

He cried: "^Thou luckless Turkuiim, thou disgrace (i J* 

To ppoviude, dfown, and thToaeJ ihou hi^t no heart 

To Gghl like caToliets, yet sharDcst not 

Eefote thy warriom, but HiKsaIIcrL us, 

And covereat the earth with men and stoodff^ 

Though when the armies grapple I shall see 
Thy back toward tbe hght. Hast thou not heard 
Those eayrngs of old times wbieh SSal repeateih:— 

* No lioD is affrighted at a pkiK 
Of onagers; stars ape the sun In vain; 

The lusty luountain-sboep if it shall hear 
A wolfs claws named will shiver, heart and ear ; 

No fox ia daring, iry he e^cr so much. 

No onogota the lion's claws will touch* t 
Be never king as light of wit as thou, 

Or ho will give his kingdom to the winda. 

Upon this plain thou shall not got away 
Alive and scat bless from my hands to-day." 
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Bow AJnStiydl^ ikw fhjmiod hif (he /rdnim^ 

As soon ita that grim Turkman heard the words 

Ho iihook, drew one quick l:>rBath^ ihon oried in fury:— 

" 0 warriors of Turin! eio we engaged 

In banquotj feoati or battle on this hold t 

Ye mUHt endure hard toil in this omprisOi 

For 1 will gi’s^e y*u treasure in return*'^ 

They shouted when they heard the inonm-cha wordfl \ 
Tho sun so gloomed wdth dmit that thou hadst said 
** Karth b submerged 1" Upon the elephanta 
Tho drums were biuiteu, horns and trumpets bloiivn^ 
Tho warriors with their broiLEtplfltes formed a wall 
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Of iron «n the battletield. Tho plftiw 
Shook and the hills TO-eohood with ihe shouts 
Housed by the oavaliers\ipoa both sides} 

The lionchant swords flashed mid the clouds of dust; 
Thou wouldst hsvo said: “The Day of Doom hath 
come!" 

Steel sperths descended like a storm of hail 
Upon the coals of maik the Itclms, and casques, 

While at the gleam of RustSin'e dragOD-flag 
The bright sun's face grew azure-dim; he veiled 
The air «ilh arroivs, “Smearing," thou hadst said. 

“Tho sun with pitch." Whoro’er ho urged on Rakhsh 
Ho trampled on the heads of cavaliers. 

Grasped in his hand he boro an ox-head mace, 

And aeemed a dromedary broken loose. 

Ho came forth from the oentre like a wolf. 

And scattered all the foomen's vast array. 

' Then horsemen’s heads wore shed as loaves are shod 
Before the blast, and fonuna left the Turkmans. 

Swift tis the wind Ashkash upon the tight 
Sought to engage the swordsman Garsiwa*. 
tiuTgln. Farhad, and brave Ruhhjim o’erthrew 
The left wing of the monarch of Ttiran, 

Wliiloin the ccnim doxtoroiis Bfxhao 
Esteemed the balllelield a banquet-hall. 

Blood flowed in streama, the Turkman monatoh's 
standard 

V. iij 3 pjtpic, ho beheld his fortuaea aU averse, 

Tho warriors of Tiiriin all slain, so flung 
His Indian Bcimitar away and, mounting 
A fresh steed, fled attended by his nobles 
Toward Turin, balked of revenge, and followed 
By lion-taking Rustam, who rained mace 
And arrow on the enemy, smd blasted 
For two leagues, thou hadst said, like dn^on grim 
The warriors. A thousand cavaliers 
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Wer^ capttjred, thda mtumecl to camp 

In order that Le might divide the spoil. 

And, whom the elephants were load^p he 
Marched back to Kni Khtinrau victoriotislj* 


I 

Timr Rn^fain reiumsd to Kai lihiurau 

When tidings reached the gallant ShAh: " The Lbn 
Hath oome back {rom the Wood viotorioua; 

Bfzhan Ls free fram prison and horn bonds. 

And from the clutches of his dragon-foe; 

The arniy of TurAn is overthrown, 

The foe'fl whole purpose foiled,” he went rejoioingp 
And fell upon his face, before the Maker. 

Whenos Giidarz and Gfv received the news 
They hasted to the conquering Shlh- A shout 
Went upp troops rouatcredp and the tymbal-plajers 
Sot forth, the trumpet sounded at the gate. 

The soldiers shouted All the riding-ground 
Was black with chaTgcra" hoofk, the kctllodrums 
Roared tb rough the eity, horeemen proudly pranced. 

And mighty elephants tusked up the earth. 

Before the army wont the drums ami horns, 

Gudarz and Tus ewne after with thestajidard+ 

Upon one side were pards and lions ohaiued. 

Upon the other were brave caTaliers. 

In such wise the victorious ShAh eoinmanded V. 1134 

The troops to go to meet thoir paladin. 

Tlioy set forth on thoir journey troop on trtwp; 

The eartb was mountidii-liko with warridfa. 

When they distinguished Rustam fitym the restr 
Oddar^ and Gfv alighted, as did all 
The other mighty mm and Rui^tam also, 

To whom both young and old did reverence- 
TOL in. 
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Giidar^ and Gi'v BJiluted biin and m\d 
"O thou illustrious and valiant chief 1 
May Gud bo tby protoctton now and everp 
May sun and moon both cLtcIo to thy wish. 

Of iheo the Uon learnolh to bo bold* 

Of thee may heaven wonry nevermore I 
Thou host made all our kindred slaves to thee 
Tlirodgh wliom we have recovered our lost eon. 

Thou host delivered ns from pain and grief, 

And made us all ihj servants in Iran*'' 

The chiefs romoimtoti and approached in pomp 
The palace of the monareh of the world, 

And, when that chief—the refuge of the host— 

Drew neM the city of the king of kings. 

The ShMi himself,—the warden of the troop 
And orown of chiofa—went out to welcome him- 
When Rustam by the pmp knew that the Shdh 
Had come, he Lighted and did bomu^, grieved 
That Kai Khiisrau had come so far. The world-lord 
Took Rustam in a close embrace and said i— 

" Thou Stay of chieftams and thou Soul of honour 1 
As glorious as the sun are all thy gesta. 

An d thine ochiovemente broadcast through the world 
Then quickly taking hy the hand Bisshanj 
WTio was abashed before his Shuh and sire,^ 

»iiJS The matchless Rustain brought, presented him. 

Rose to Ills feet, and mode the l>ent bock straight. 
Thereafter he delivered to the Shah 
A thousand captives from Tiinin in Ijondtt* 

The monarch hlessod him lovingly and said:— 
"May heaven ever favour thy desires. 

May thy hand Bourish, may thy heart rejoice. 

And thy pure body 'scape oil hurt from foes. 

How bleat ia Zal, who will bequeath the world 
A Memory like thee t Blest is Ziibiil, 

* Rudtns with 1*. 
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Whose milk hath Doumhcd such undaunted heroes. 

Blest is IrAn. blest aio its warriors, 

Posscssin;^ such a ptiladiu os thee; 

Yet is TTiy fortune liigher than them all * 

In having such & servant of my throne. 

Thou art Irda’e crown and the obiofiaiiis' slay. 

And lacking tiieo 1 care not for the world.” 

Then toid the monarch of the world to Gi v:— 

“ The Almighty's purposes toward thee are gowl. 

Who hath restored to thee by Rustatn's baud 
Thy son, thy well beloved, and in triumph." 

Gfv blessed the Shah and said: "Live and rejoice 
jVs long aa time shall be, may thy bead ilonrbh 
Through Rustam over, and may he possess 
The heart of glorious Zdl with happiness.” 

I 39 

Jfmp Kai Khatrau made a Fetut 

Khiisrau commandodLet the board bo spread, 

And call the ohiefost nobles to the feast." 

Now when the guests had risen from the table 
They had the place set for a drinking-bout. 

Fair slaves illumed the hall, with cup-bearers T. tij6 

And earringod harpers harping on their harps; 

Their heads were crowned with massive coronets 
Of g«>ld with patterns traced thereon in gema. 

AR checks were ruddy os brocade of Rdin. 

And fairy fingers mode the harps resound- 
There were gold ehargcie full of purest musk, 

And in the front a lever of rose-water. 

The Shiih, resplendent with imperial Grace, 

Shone like a full moon o'er a straight-stemmed cypress. 

The paladins, the lieges of Khusrau, 

All left the pslace, well bemused. 

Next morning 

Came Rustam to the court, with open heart 
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And girded loins, for leave to hie him homo. 

He took much prudent counael with iho Shilh* 

Who gAvo cotnmandmont, and a change of raiment 
BejowpUed, with a tiinic and a orown. 

A vase of royal gems, a hundred steeds 
All saddled and n hundred Meu camels, 

A Imndrcd fair-fftood bandmaida ready girt. 

A hundrod filavcs adorned with torques of goldt 
Were brought before the mnstor of the world. 

Who gave them all to Rustam of Z&bul. 

That hero kissed the ground and then stood uptight 
Ha set upon his bead that royal crown. 

Ho bound that royal girdle round his loins. 

Did homage to the SbAh, then left the pTOsenoe, 
And made bis preparations for Sfst^ 

Nest to the nobles that had been with Rustam 
In toil and fight, in happiness and sorrow, 

Tho ShAb gave gifts, to each in his degree: 

They loft the palftce of Khusrau, rejoicing. 

The ShAb, when ho had finished with the ohiofs, 
And sat at tobure on his throne, commanded 
nizhan to come, and spake of all hb tronbl^ 
While for bia psrt Blzhaa informed the Shah 
At large of that strait dungeon, of hb eontlicta, 

And what bad happened in those evil days, 

Tho ShAh forgave him and much pitied too 
The pains and sorrows of the luckless damsel, 

V. 1137 Called for a hundred garments of brocade 

Of RAin, gom-pattemed on a ground of gold, 

A crown, tan purses also of dfnArs, 

GirUtaves and carpets and all kinds nf wealth. 

And said thus to Bfebon: " These precious things 
Rear to the lady of the mournful ^ul, 

Use her not hardly, speak no chilling word. 
Consider sU that thou hast brought on her. 

Go through this world rejoicing by her side. 
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And take then heed of time's vioissittido^, 

How it will ralsa oae to the heights of hoavonp 
And bear him all unharmed by care and anguishp 
Then how that heaven will fling him to the diiatp 
Where all is fear, anxiety, and diend 1 
The man whom fortune cherished on its breast 
It caatoth wantonly to depths of need, 

And raiseth thonce another to the throne, 

And seiteth on hb head a jewelled crown I 
The world is not ashamed of such ill doings, 

For it rospecteth no one; Mid* although 
For over dominating good and bod, 

Ensueth not the peaea of any one.'^ 

Such is tho manner of our earthly lot I 
It leadeth ub alike to good and ill, 

And noble hearts may live untroubled still 
So long as poverty oppresseth not. 

The Htorj of Giidarz I next unfold • 

And of Pfrin; that of Bf^shan b told, 

As 1 have heard it in the tales of old- 
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